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Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  •  Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

PRICES  REALIZED 

The 

Andrew  S.  Alexander 

Collection 

November  14  &  16,  1 996 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

1001 

2200.00 

1059 

577.50 

1118 

3740.00 

1176 

352.00 

1230 

1760.00 

1287 

357.50 

1347 

412.50 

1402 

385.00 

1457  17600.00 

1518 

880.00 

1002 

880.00 

1060 

715.00 

1119 

550.00 

1177 

264.00 

1231 

2750.00 

1288 

1320.00 

1348 

2915.00 

1403 

264.00 

1458 

2970.00 

1519 

302.50 

1003 

440.00 

1061 

935.00 

1120 

187.00 

1178 

484.00 

1232 

715.00 

1289 

1045.00 

1349 

1980.00 

1404 

275.00 

1460 

4180.00 

1520 

302.50 

1004 

2530.00 

1062 

330.00 

1121 

4620.00 

1179 

2750.00 

1233 

2090.00 

1290 

4620.00 

1350 

1320.00 

1405 

1430.00 

1461 

3190.00 

1521 

352.00 

1006 

990.00 

1063 

550.00 

1122 

275.00 

1180 

462.00 

1234 

2530.00 

1291 

357.50 

1351 

1045.00 

1406 

880.00 

1462 

3960.00 

1522 

275.00 

1007 

660.00 

1064 

550.00 

1123 

660.00 

1181 

1540.00 

1235 

220.00 

1292 

660.00 

1352 

4400.00 

1407 

1980.00 

1463 

1430.00 

1523 

462.00 

1008 

605.00 

1065 

825.00 

1124 

308.00 

1182 

797.50 

1236 

1870.00 

1293 

1760.00 

1353 

2310.00 

1408 

341.00 

1465 

1430.00 

1524 

770.00 

1009 

825.00 

1066 

247.50 

1125 

990.00 

1183 

1870.00 

1237 

1430.00 

1294 

3190.00 

1354 

715.00 

1409 

605.00 

1467 

2750.00 

1525 

357.50 

1010 

1980.00 

1067' 

u  412.50 

1126 

247.50 

1184 

1430.00 

1238 

715.00 

1295 

1540.00 

1355 

715.00 

1410 

374.00 

1468 

1540.00 

1526 

264.00 

1011 

247.50 

1068 

660.00 

1127 

880.00 

1185 

1210.00 

1239 

1540.00 

1297 

1045.00 

1356 

1760.00 

1411 

1320.00 

1469  19800.00 

1527 

825.00 

1012 

1210.00 

1069 

990.00 

1128 

880.00 

1186 

192.50 

1240 

3190.00 

1299 

412.50 

1357 

1320.00 

1412 

715.00 

1470 

2750.00 

1528 

660.00 

1013 

2200.00 

1070 

137.50 

1129 

550.00 

1187 

462.00 

1241 

1100.00 

1300 

605.00 

1358 

1100.00 

1413 

357.50 

1472 

3410.00 

1529 

302.50 

1014 

209.00 

1071 

1650.00 

1130 

825.00 

1188 

1650.00 

1242 

1155.00 

1301 

935.00 

1359 

605.00 

1414 

412.50 

1473 

1650.00 

1530 

990.00 

1015 

7040.00 

1072 

2090.00 

1131 

1650.00 

1189 

2750.00 

1243 

3740.00 

1302 

2860.00 

1360 

797.50 

1415 

605.00 

1474 

990.00 

1531 

330.00 

1016 

715.00 

1073 

742.50 

1132 

253.00 

1190 

1870.00 

1244 

1045.00 

1303 

2310.00 

1361 

412.50 

1416 

357.50 

1475 

7480.00 

1532 

286.00 

1017 

770.00 

1074 

3740.00 

1134 

1430.00 

1191 

2310.00 

1245 

297.00 

1304 

412.50 

1362 

715.00 

1417 

1320.00 

1476 

935.00 

1533 

220.00 

1018  11550.00 

1076 

7700.00 

1135 

935.00 

1192 

990.00 

1246 

1870.00 

1305 

1870.00 

1363 

467.50 

1418 

313.50 

1477 

9350.00 

1534 

412.50 

1019 

1760.00 

1077 

1430.00 

1136 

242.00 

1193 

3630.00 

1247 

506.00 

1306 

605.00 

1364 

330.00 

1419 

484.00 

1478 

462.00 

1535 

352.00 

1020 

4400.00 

1078 

330.00 

1137 

990.00 

1194 

1375.00 

1249 

1210.00 

1307 

6325.00 

1365 

770.00 

1420 

335.50 

1479 

275.00 

1536 

352.00 

1021 

522.50 

1079 

1100.00 

1138 

2200.00 

1195 

715.00 

1250 

291.50 

1308 

412.50 

1366 

418.00 

1421 

418.00 

1480 

3190.00 

1537 

385.00 

1022 

715.00 

1080 

4180.00 

1139 

660.00 

1196 

412.50 

1251 

2090.00 

1309 

1210.00 

1367 

165.00 

1422 

550.00 

1482 

8250.00 

1538 

330.00 

1023 

275.00 

1081 

1320.00 

1140 

2750.00 

1197 

632.50 

1253 

1045.00 

1310 

5610.00 

1368 

220.00 

1423 

275.00 

1483 

5280.00 

1539 

412.50 

1024 

137.50 

1082 

715.00 

1141 

3300.00 

1198 

660.00 

1254 

264.00 

1311 

1210.00 

1369 

880.00 

1424 

770.00 

1484 

990.00 

1540 

1045.00 

1025 

4400.00 

1083 

2420.00 

1142 

176.00 

1199 

1650.00 

1255 

484.00 

1312 

935.00 

1370 

715.00 

1425 

302.50 

1485 

3960.00 

1541 

412.50 

1026 

467.50 

1084 

770.00 

1146 

374.00 

1200 

660.00 

1256 

770.00 

1313 

4730.00 

1371 

412.50 

1426 

522.50 

1486 

1320.00 

1542 

313.50 

1027 

3080.00 

1085 

6160.00 

1147 

605.00 

1201 

880.00 

1257 

374.00 

1314 

3080.00 

1372 

352.00 

1427 

330.00 

1487 

1980.00 

1543 

330.00 

1029 

852.50 

1086 

990.00 

1148 

462.00 

1202 

935.00 

1258 

143.00 

1315 

1540.00 

1373 

4675.00 

1428 

242.00 

1488 

286.00 

1544 

1320.00 

1030 

1045.00 

1088 

1210.00 

1149 

1210.00 

1203 

660.00 

1259 

4180.00 

1316 

2970.00 

1374 

352.00 

1429 

715.00 

1489 

3190.00 

1546 

352.00 

1031 

1650.00 

1089 

1870.00 

1150 

1760.00 

1204 

522.50 

1260 

396.00 

1317 

3410.00 

1375 

352.00 

1430 

550.00 

1490 

462.00 

1547 

291.50 

1032 

1100.00 

1091 

467.50 

1151 

1870.00 

1205 

660.00 

1262 

231.00 

1318 

2310.00 

1376 

825.00 

1431 

440.00 

1491 

330.00 

1548 

770.00 

1033 

1017.50 

1092 

2310.00 

1152 

495.00 

1206 

1870.00 

1263 

825.00 

1320 

14300.00 

1377 

132.00 

1432 

1430.00 

1492 

242.00 

1549 

660.00 

1035 

330.00 

1093 

233.20 

1153 

825.00 

1207 

880.00 

1264 

1045.00 

1321 

2640.00 

1378 

275.00 

1433 

1210.00 

1493 

577.50 

1550 

742.50 

1036 

1870.00 

1094 

440.00 

1154 

715.00 

1208 

880.00 

1265 

825.00 

1322 

6820.00 

1379 

440.00 

1434 

374.00 

1495 

605.00 

1551 

715.00 

1037 

550.00 

1095 

1485.00 

1155 

418.00 

1209 

1320.00 

1266 

308.00 

1323 

3190.00 

1380 

242.00 

1435 

5060.00 

1496 

660.00 

1552 

660.00 

1038 

264.00 

1097 

330.00 

1156 

462.00 

1210 

990.00 

1267 

1650.00 

1324 

1430.00 

1381 

357.50 

1436 

462.00 

1497 

660.00 

1553 

550.00 

1040 

484.00 

1098 

330.00 

1157 

1100.00 

1211 

660.00 

1268 

880.00 

1325 

440.00 

1382 

605.00 

1437 

1155.00 

1498 

1430.00 

1554 

1045.00 

1041 

330.00 

1099  22000.00 

1158 

2200.00 

1212 

687.50 

1269 

192.50 

1326 

3080.00 

1383 

242.00 

1438 

2530.00 

1499 

247.50 

1555 

1870.00 

1042 

825.00 

1100 

550.00 

1159 

220.00 

1213 

7040.00 

1270 

275.00 

1327 

1210.00 

1384 

440.00 

1439 

330.00 

1500 

935.00 

1556 

440.00 

1043 

605.00 

1101 

1430.00 

1160 

660.00 

1214 

550.00 

1271 

605.00 

1328 

2145.00 

1385 

770.00 

1440 

1320.00 

1501 

264.00 

1557 

935.00 

1044 

522.50 

1103 

550.00 

1161 

132.00 

1215 

605.00 

1272 

742.50 

1329 

2310.00 

1386 

176.00 

1441 

1430.00 

1502 

247.50 

1558 

742.50 

1045 

302.50 

1104 

1100.00 

1162 

396.00 

1216 

935.00 

1273 

1650.00 

1330 

550.00 

1387 

198.00 

1442 

275.00 

1503 

770.00 

1559 

2200.00 

1046 

715.00 

1105 

330.00 

1163 

176.00 

1217 

880.00 

1274 

1210.00 

1331 

1320.00 

1388 

220.00 

1443 

5060.00 

1504 

935.00 

1560 

1045.00 

1047 

3520.00 

1106 

2035.00 

1164 

330.00 

1218  15400.00 

1275 

462.00 

1332 

2090.00 

1389 

225.50 

1444 

1430.00 

1505 

258.50 

1561 

1650.00 

1048 

423.50 

1107 

990.00 

1165 

220.00 

1219 

2640.00 

1276 

440.00 

1333 

18700.00 

1390 

143.00 

1445 

1210.00 

1507 

286.00 

1562 

4840.00 

1049 

412  50 

1108 

660.00 

1166 

605.00 

1220 

12100.00 

1277 

2200.00 

1334 

825.00 

1391 

3410.00 

1446 

880.00 

1508 

330.00 

1563 

385.00 

1050 

550  00 

1109 

605.00 

1167 

352.00 

1221 

770.00 

1278 

2640.00 

1335 

2970.00 

1392 

291.50 

1447 

5060.00 

1509 

451.00 

1564 

550.00 

1051 

330  00 

1110 

1870.00 

1168 

360.80 

1222 

1760.00 

1279 

357.50 

1339 

1760.00 

1393 

825.00 

1448 

852.50 

1510 

522.50 

1565 

583.00 

1052 

396  00 

mi 

1045.00 

1169 

352.00 

1223 

357.50 

1280 

715.00 

1340 

2530.00 

1394 

467.50 

1449 

1100.00 

1511 

495.00 

1566 

1540.00 

1053 

363  00 

1112 

1760.00 

1170 

1870.00 

1224 

1650.00 

1281 

1210.00 

1341 

165.00 

1395 

4620.00 

1450 

660.00 

1512 

264.00 

1567 

495.00 

1054 

412  50 

1113 

6160.00 

1171 

330.00 

1225 

605.00 

1282 

1430.00 

1342 

550.00 

1396 

825.00 

1451 

2860.00 

1513 

352.00 

1568 

605.00 

1055 

357  50 

1114 

660.00 

1172 

242.00 

1226 

330.00 

1283 

687.50 

1343 

2255.00 

1397 

577.50 

1452 

5775.00 

1514 

1430.00 

1569 

990.00 

1056 

737  00 

1 1 15 

330.00 

1173 

462.00 

1227 

1650.00 

1284 

467.50 

1344 

715.00 

1398 

1 100.00 

1454 

4950.00 

1515 

308.00 

1570 

660.00 

1057 

220  00 

1 1 16 

440.00 

1174 

1430.00 

1228 

825.00 

1285 

1100.00 

1345 

1925.00 

1399 

385.00 

1455 

3740.00 

1516 

302.50 

1571 

550.0(1 

1058 

1870.00 

1117 

2420.00 

1175 

577.50 

1229 

935.00 

1286 

660.00 

1346 

2090.00 

1401 

3300.00 

1456 

2420.00 

1517 

302.50 

1572 

825.00 

—  l  — 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

1573 

605.00 

1660 

341.00 

1743 

308.00 

1824 

363.00 

1904 

303.60 

1987 

253.00 

2066 

1760.00 

2145 

495.00 

2240 

49.50 

2324 

77.00 

1574 

2530.00 

1661 

935.00 

1744 

605.00 

1825 

935.00 

1905 

357.50 

1988 

825.00 

2067 

660.00 

2146 

220.00 

2241 

77.00 

2325 

81.40 

1575 

1100.00 

1662 

275.00 

1745 

451.00 

1826 

935.00 

1907 

2035.00 

1989 

528.00 

2068 

1320.00 

2147 

522.50 

2243 

264.00 

2326 

462.00 

1576 

605.00 

1663 

60.50 

1746 

715.00 

1827 

495.00 

1908 

357.50 

1990 

330.00 

2069 

220.00 

2148 

2200.00 

2244 

126.50 

2327 

264.00 

1577 

528.00 

1664 

1210.00 

1747 

330.00 

1828 

330.00 

1909 

352.00 

1991 

231.00 

2070 

990.00 

2149 

550.00 

2246 

176.00 

2328 

3960.00 

1578 

6600.00 

1665 

330.00 

1748 

1760.00 

1829 

275.00 

1910 

330.00 

1992 

313.50 

2071 

121.00 

2150 

858.00 

2247 

330.00 

2329 

1540.00 

1580 

715.00 

1667 

550.00 

1749 

440.00 

1830 

264.00 

1911 

308.00 

1993 

192.50 

2072 

3080.00 

2151 

1045.00 

2248 

660.00 

2330 

99.00 

1581 

550.00 

1668 

330.00 

1750 

462.00 

1831 

6160.00 

1912 

247.50 

1994 

495.00 

2073 

1210.00 

2152 

550.00 

2249 

1017.50 

2331 

462.00 

1582 

1320.00 

1669 

242.00 

1751 

396.00 

1832 

1072.50 

1913 

275.00 

1995 

286.00 

2074 

352.00 

2153 

533.50 

2250 

77.00 

2332 

687.50 

1584 

660.00 

1670 

154.00 

1752 

687.50 

1833 

990.00 

1914 

275.00 

1996 

286.00 

2075 

462.00 

2154 

1760.00 

2251 

533.50 

2333 

308.00 

1586 

1870.00 

1671 

660.00 

1753 

522.50 

1834 

275.00 

1915 

165.00 

1997 

220.00 

2076 

990.00 

2155 

935.00 

2252 

192.50 

2334 

220.00 

1587 

825.00 

1673 

154.00 

1754 

220.00 

1835 

374.00 

1916 

165.00 

1998 

330.00 

2077 

715.00 

2156 

935.00 

2253 

187.00 

2337 

66.00 

1588 

1100.00 

1674 

880.00 

1755 

605.00 

1836 

374.00 

1917 

297.00 

1999 

1551.00 

2078 

1430.00 

2157 

275.00 

2254 

286.00 

2338 

434.50 

1589 

506.00 

1675 

550.00 

1756 

550.00 

1837 

4400.00 

1918 

143.00 

2000 

1650.00 

2079 

1320.00 

2158 

825.00 

2255 

88.00 

2339 

99.00 

1590 

605.00 

1676 

275.00 

1757 

203.50 

1838 

137.50 

1919 

143.00 

2001 

1320.00 

2080 

825.00 

2159 

220.00 

2256 

154.00 

2340 

99.00 

1592 

770.00 

1677 

605.00 

1759 

242.00 

1839 

990.00 

1920 

176.00 

2002 

357.50 

2081 

264.00 

2160 

220.00 

2257 

154.00 

2341 

385.00 

1594 

715.00 

1678 

242.00 

1760 

990.00 

1841 

330.00 

1921 

660.00 

2004 

660.00 

2082 

440.00 

2163 

231.00 

2258 

110.00 

2342 

451.00 

1595 

605.00 

1679 

220.00 

1761 

110.00 

1842 

2530.00 

1922 

3960.00 

2005 

3080.00 

2083 

242.00 

2164 

2090.00 

2260 

264.00 

2343 

715.00 

1596 

561.00 

1680 

467.50 

1762 

880.00 

1843 

605.00 

1923 

8250.00 

2006 

957.00 

2084 

231.00 

2165 

467.50 

2261 

1320.00 

2344 

99.00 

1597 

2310.00 

1681 

352.00 

1763 

440.00 

1844 

302.50 

1924 

715.00 

2007 

770.00 

2085 

374.00 

2166 

1210.00 

2262 

110.00 

2345 

66.00 

1598 

1265.00 

1683 

990.00 

1764 

2200.00 

1845 

1320.00 

1925 

561.00 

2008 

401.50 

2086 

715.00 

2167 

4840.00 

2263 

55.00 

2347 

121.00 

1599 

6050.00 

1684 

264.00 

1765 

1650.00 

1846 

605.00 

1926 

968.00 

2009 

770.00 

2087 

660.00 

2168 

192.50 

2265 

88.00 

2348 

165.00 

1600 

550.00 

1685 

242.00 

1766 

550.00 

1847 

660.00 

1927 

682.00 

2010 

1870.00 

2088 

577.50 

2169 

16.50 

2267 

55.00 

2349 

825.00 

1601 

550.00 

1686 

126.50 

1767 

484.00 

1848 

467.50 

1928 

495.00 

2011 

4620.00 

2089 

825.00 

2170 

1100.00 

2268 

187.00 

2350 

121.00 

1603 

12650.00 

1687 

467.50 

1768 

264.00 

1849 

3850.00 

1929 

1870.00 

2012 

2475.00 

2090 

660.00 

2171 

1540.00 

2269 

121.00 

2351 

77.00 

1604 

550.00 

1688 

137.50 

1769 

220.00 

1850 

330.00 

1930 

935.00 

2013 

3520.00 

2091 

385.00 

2173 

1072.50 

2270 

990.00 

2352 

88.00 

1605 

506.00 

1689 

374.00 

1770 

385.00 

1852 

412.50 

1931 

1980.00 

2014 

1210.00 

2092 

1045.00 

2174 

1760.00 

2271 

66.00 

2353 

440.00 

1606 

605.00 

1690 

1100.00 

1771 

385.00 

1853 

247.50 

1932 

220.00 

2015 

1540.00 

2093 

440.00 

2175 

2090.00 

2272 

176.00 

2354 

264.00 

1607 

935.00 

1691 

2970.00 

1772 

715.00 

1854 

825.00 

1933 

1045.00 

2016 

1870.00 

2094 

385.00 

2176 

1100.00 

2273 

132.00 

2355 

412.50 

1608 

660.00 

1692 

5775.00 

1773 

880.00 

1855 

10450.00 

1934 

1760.00 

2017 

7150.00 

2095 

302.50 

2178 

330.00 

2274 

6600.00 

2356 

27.50 

1609 

825.00 

1693 

2310.00 

1774 

990.00 

1856 

440.00 

1935 

385.00 

2018 

1540.00 

2096 

2860.00 

2179 

577.50 

2275 

715.00 

2359 

77.00 

1610 

715.00 

1694 

484.00 

1775 

330.00 

1857 

247.50 

1936 

247.50 

2019 

462.00 

2097 

396.00 

2180 

561.00 

2276 

412.50 

2360 

22.00 

1611 

4840.00 

1695 

264.00 

1776 

605.00 

1858 

275.00 

1937 

110.00 

2020 

1210.00 

2098 

550.00 

2181 

264.00 

2277 

99.00 

2361 

121.00 

1612 

605.00 

1696 

484.00 

1777 

396.00 

1859 

82.50 

1938 

110.00 

2021 

605.00 

2099 

176.00 

2182 

467.50 

2278 

770.00 

$62 

48.40 

1613 

1870.00 

1697 

308.00 

1778 

286.00 

1860 

1540.00 

1939 

302.50 

2022 

1100.00 

2101 

3410.00 

2183 

357.50 

2279 

220.00 

2^63 

93.50 

1614 

605.00 

1698 

66.00 

1779 

220.00 

1861 

313.50 

1940 

275.00 

2023 

770.00 

2102 

4840.00 

2184 

4400.00 

2280 

154.00 

2364 

121.00 

1615 

1870.00 

1699 

1870.00 

1780 

242.00 

1862 

467.50 

1941 

302.50 

2024 

1540.00 

2103 

143.00 

2185 

143.00 

2281 

176.00 

2365 

148.50 

1616 

605.00 

1700 

302.50 

1781 

154.00 

1863 

550.00 

1942 

308.00 

2025 

154.00 

2104 

1430.00 

2186 

330.00 

2282 

165.00 

2366 

121.00 

1617 

2365.00 

1701 

462.00 

1782 

1017.50 

1864 

2200.00 

1943 

192.50 

2026 

2090.00 

2105 

632.50 

2188 

286.00 

2283 

825.00 

2367 

88.00 

1618 

1078.00 

1702 

1650.00 

1783 

330.00 

1865 

121.00 

1944 

192.50 

2027 

1320.00 

2106 

825.00 

2189 

412.50 

2284 

374.00 

2368 

99.00 

1619 

19800.00 

1703 

2090.00 

1784 

605.00 

1866 

825.00 

1945 

154.00 

2028 

396.00 

2107 

1100.00 

2190 

66.00 

2285 

93.50 

2369 

121.00 

1620 

2090.00 

1704 

4840.00 

1785 

550.00 

1867 

220.00 

1947 

1760.00 

2029 

2420.00 

2108 

638.00 

2192 

935.00 

2286 

77.00 

2370 

99.00 

1621 

2420.00 

1705 

451.00 

1786 

440.00 

1868 

291.50 

1948 

214.50 

2030 

1650.00 

2109 

550.00 

2193 

110.00 

2287 

176.00 

2371 

121.00 

1623 

605.00 

1706 

165.00 

1787 

412.50 

1869 

220.00 

1949 

451.00 

2031 

440.00 

2110 

770.00 

2195 

132.00 

2288 

121.00 

2372 

192.50 

1624 

825.00 

1707 

825.00 

1788 

1485.00 

1870 

286.00 

1950 

577.50 

2032 

2090.00 

2111 

154.00 

2196 

77.00 

2289 

2255.00 

2373 

242.00 

1625 

715.00 

1708 

632.50 

1789 

825.00 

1871 

412.50 

1951 

550.00 

2033 

1210.00 

2112 

440.00 

2197 

77.00 

2290 

110.00 

2374 

121.00 

1626 

935.00 

1709 

522.50 

1790 

1430.00 

1872 

192.50 

1952 

385.00 

2034 

770.00 

2113 

302.50 

2198 

330.00 

2291 

1540.00 

2375 

48.40 

1627 

1430.00 

1710 

242.00 

1792 

264.00 

1873 

275.00 

1953 

143.00 

2035 

3190.00 

2114 

715.00 

2199 

143.00 

2292 

660.00 

2376 

198.00 

1628 

660.00 

1712 

1320.00 

1793 

825.00 

1874 

330.00 

1954 

220.00 

2037 

385.00 

2115 

550.00 

2201 

88.00 

2293 

1320.00 

2377 

1375.00 

1629 

990.00 

1713 

1980.00 

1794 

550.00 

1875 

203.50 

1955 

330.00 

2038 

308.00 

2116 

330.00 

2202 

77.00 

2295 

99.00 

2379 

220.00 

1630 

1100.00 

1714 

440.00 

1795 

605.00 

1876 

275.00 

1956 

814.00 

2039 

330.00 

2117 

522.50 

2205 

99.00 

2296 

121.00 

2380 

121.00 

1631 

2420.00 

1716 

770.00 

1797 

506.00 

1877 

467.50 

1957 

352.00 

2040 

3300.00 

2118 

440.00 

2208 

77.00 

2297 

110.00 

2381 

121.00 

1632 

3850.00 

1717 

363.00 

1799 

605.00 

1878 

192.50 

1958 

665.50 

2041 

825.00 

2119 

385.00 

2209 

110.00 

2298 

110.00 

2382 

330.00 

1633 

5500.00 

1718 

715.00 

1800 

176.00 

1879 

330.00 

1959 

302.50 

2042 

1155.00 

2120 

224.40 

2212 

121.00 

2299 

132.00 

2383 

121.00 

1634 

825.00 

1719 

440.00 

1801 

231.00 

1880 

825.00 

1960 

385.00 

2043 

10450.00 

2121 

577.50 

2213 

220.00 

2300 

209.00 

2385 

121.00 

1635 

1375.00 

1720 

825.00 

1802 

550.00 

1881 

385.00 

1961 

300.30 

2044 

715.00 

2122 

577.50 

2214 

88.00 

2301 

935.00 

2386 

121.00 

1636 

1760.00 

1721 

192.50 

1803 

302.50 

1882 

313.50 

1962 

308.00 

2045 

275.00 

2123 

302.50 

2215 

242.00 

2302 

121.00 

2387 

88.00 

1637 

2090.00 

1722 

110.00 

1804 

825.00 

1883 

1650.00 

1964 

308.00 

2046 

302.50 

2124 

742.50 

2216 

357.50 

2303 

165.00 

2388 

220.00 

1638 

935.00 

1723 

396.00 

1805 

352.00 

1884 

143.00 

1965 

330.00 

2047 

715.00 

2125 

330.00 

2217 

198.00 

2304 

154.00 

2389 

176.00 

1639 

203.50 

1724 

660.00 

1806 

825.00 

1885 

990.00 

1966 

385.00 

2048 

110.00 

2126 

440.00 

2218 

121.00 

2305 

77.00 

2391 

330.00 

1640 

176.00 

1725 

462.00 

1807 

660.00 

1886 

225.50 

1967 

203.50 

2049 

715.00 

2127 

467.50 

2219 

55.00 

2306 

38.50 

2393 

220.00 

1641 

3740.00 

1727 

412.50 

1808 

880.00 

1887 

313.50 

1968 

302.50 

2050 

374.00 

2128 

2750.00 

2220 

132.00 

2307 

82.50 

2394 

220.00 

1642 

412.50 

1728 

302.50 

1809 

165.00 

1888 

1221.00 

1969 

440.00 

2051 

440.00 

2129 

451.00 

2222 

115.50 

2308 

55.00 

2395 

302.50 

1643 

396.00 

1729 

203.50 

1810 

330.00 

1889 

13750.00 

1971 

522.50 

2052 

1045.00 

2130 

495.00 

2223 

209.00 

2309 

66.00 

2396 

275.00 

1644 

605.00 

1730 

1540.00 

1811 

374.00 

1890 

1320.00 

1973 

137.50 

2053 

797.50 

2131 

632.50 

2224 

104.50 

2310 

99.00 

2397 

99.00 

1645 

440.00 

1731 

352.00 

1812 

399.30 

1891 

440.00 

1974 

407.00 

2054 

715.00 

2132 

495.00 

2225 

99.00 

2311 

242.00 

2398 

82.50 

1646 

1210.00 

1732 

599.50 

1813 

660.00 

1892 

770.00 

1975 

687.50 

2055 

1320.00 

2133 

770.00 

2226 

99.00 

2312 

1100.00 

2399 

220.00 

1647 

198.00 

1733 

440.00 

1814 

1650.00 

1893 

330.00 

1976 

990.00 

2056 

550.00 

2134 

2860.00 

2228 

1210.00 

2313 

286.00 

2401 

159.50 

1648 

330.00 

1734 

907.50 

1815 

660.00 

1894 

423.50 

1978 

990.00 

2057 

990.00 

2135 

2530.00 

2229 

137.50 

2314 

264.00 

2402 

88.00 

1649 

1760.00 

1735 

880.00 

1816 

605.00 

1895 

467.50 

1979 

264.00 

2058 

2530.00 

2136 

385.00 

2231 

55.00 

2315 

330.00 

2403 

33.00 

1650 

66.00 

1736 

660.00 

1817 

335.50 

1896 

2200.00 

1980 

440.00 

2059 

1320.00 

2137 

440.00 

2232 

110.00 

2316 

121.00 

2404 

22.00 

1652 

935.00 

1737 

304.70 

1818 

440.00 

1898 

3850.00 

1981 

247.50 

2060 

1320.00 

2138 

1045.00 

2233 

214.50 

2317 

165.00 

2405 

55.00 

1653 

1210.00 

1738 

1320.00 

1819 

1347.50 

1899 

770.00 

1982 

1045.00 

2061 

880.00 

2139 

563.20 

2234 

220.00 

2318 

297.00 

2406 

22.00 

1654 

8800.00 

1739 

715.00 

1820 

506.00 

1900 

825.00 

1983 

440.00 

2062 

770.00 

2140 

220.00 

2235 

330.00 

2319 

66.00 

2407 

242.00 

1655 

550.00 

1740 

1540.00 

1821 

275.00 

1901 

110.00 

1984 

528.00 

2063 

1 100.00 

2142 

220.00 

2236 

825.00 

2321 

121.00 

2408 

132.00 

1656 

880.00 

1741 

264.00 

1822 

440.00 

1902 

357.50 

1985 

313.50 

2064 

1540.00 

2143 

825.00 

2237 

33.00 

2322 

110.00 

2411 

110.00 

1658 

1659 

605.00 

275.00 

1742 

660.00 

1823 

770.00 

1903 

1320.00 

1986 

550.00 

2065 

2970.00 

2144 

247.50 

2239 

66.00 

2323 

176.00 

2412 

192.50 

Prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee— Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 
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Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  ♦  Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

PRICES  REALIZED 


The  Norweb  Collection 

of  Canadian  and  Provincial  Coins 


jpOlXARSjf 


3k  1880 


£*v<)  itfAi 


November  15,  1996 


Gem  Specimen  1880  Gold  $2 
$70,400 


1921  50£  Rarity 
$90,200 


Gem  Specimen  1886/3  25£ 
$34,100 


1670-A  Double  de 
l’Amerique  Frangoise 
$85,250 


Gem  1884  5£ 
$27,500 


1862  British  Columbia  $20 
$143,000 


Lot  Price 


1 

1760.00 

2 

2310.00 

3 

1650.00 

4 

1210.00 

5 

192.50 

6 

165.00 

7 

2310.00 

8 

990.00 

9 

2970.00 

10 

1760.00 

11 

137.50 

12 

1760.00 

13 

1760.00 

14 

176.00 

15 

247.50 

Lot  Price 


16 

357.50 

17 

467.50 

18 

132.00 

19 

176.00 

20 

412.50 

21 

82.50 

22 

2530.00 

23 

286.00 

24 

143.00 

25 

121.00 

26 

440.00 

27 

385.00 

30 

192.50 

31 

121.00 

32 

33.00 

Lot  Price 


33 

154.00 

34 

198.00 

35 

77.00 

36 

462.00 

37 

143.00 

38 

110.00 

39 

1210.00 

40 

154.00 

41 

110.00 

42 

77.00 

43 

82.50 

44 

1760.00 

45 

220.00 

46 

110.00 

47 

137.50 

Lot  Price 


48 

121.00 

49 

1760.00 

50 

82.50 

51 

132.00 

52 

715.00 

53 

1045.00 

54 

115.50 

55 

3630.00 

56 

1320.00 

57 

115.50 

58 

522.50 

59 

143.00 

60 

660.00 

61 

154.00 

62 

1210.00 

Lot  Price 


63 

154.00 

64 

242.00 

65 

198.00 

66 

264.00 

67 

176.00 

68 

198.00 

69 

242.00 

70 

176.00 

71 

203.50 

72 

132.00 

73 

357.50 

74 

1430.00 

75 

385.00 

76 

247.50 

77 

3190.00 

Lot  Price 


78 

1430.00 

79 

330.00 

80 

550.00 

83 

2860.00 

84 

7700.00 

85 

286.00 

86 

2090.00 

87 

440.00 

88 

17600.00 

89 

3740.00 

90 

742.50 

91 

13200.00 

92 

4620.00 

93 

308.00 

94 

154.00 

Lot  Price 


95 

93.50 

96 

522.50 

97 

2530.00 

98 

27500.00 

99 

18700.00 

100 

4840.00 

101 

6050.00 

102 

154.00 

103 

330.00 

104 

1430.00 

105 

82.50 

106 

330.00 

107 

192.50 

108 

82.50 

109 

385.00 

Lot  Price 


110 

132.00 

111 

3300.00 

112 

137.50 

113 

55.00 

114 

990.00 

115 

3080.00 

116 

660.00 

117 

137.50 

118 

2090.00 

119 

137.50 

121 

220.00 

123 

550.00 

124 

110.00 

125 

330.00 

126 

550.00 

Prices  realized  include  the  10%  buyers  fee— Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 


—  1  — 


Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

Lot 

Price 

127 

1210.00 

205 

742.50 

283 

5280.00 

362 

440.00 

442 

550.00 

515 

88.00 

588 

550.00 

669 

236.50 

128 

522.50 

206 

1210.00 

284 

2640.00 

363 

154.00 

443 

880.00 

516 

4620.00 

589 

797.50 

670 

8250.00 

129 

467.50 

207 

2860.00 

285 

1210.00 

365 

302.50 

444 

2750.00 

517 

110.00 

590 

93.50 

671 

7700.00 

130 

522.50 

208 

770.00 

286 

357.50 

367 

192.50 

445 

1320.00 

518 

33.00 

591 

550.00 

672 

2200.00 

131 

495.00 

209 

275.00 

288 

1100.00 

368 

308.00 

446 

385.00 

519 

2310.00 

592 

143.00 

673 

1760.00 

132 

962.50 

210 

506.00 

289 

550.00 

369 

357.50 

447 

935.00 

520 

5280.00 

593 

66.00 

674 

605.00 

133 

55.00 

211 

2970.00 

290 

440.00 

370 

440.00 

448 

110.00 

521 

8525.00 

594 

770.00 

676 

247.50 

135 

137.50 

212 

121.00 

291 

22000.00 

371 

275.00 

449 

467.50 

522 

7480.00 

595 

66.00 

677 

385.00 

137 

24200.00 

213 

165.00 

292 

440.00 

372 

286.00 

450 

330.00 

523 

4400.00 

596 

2420.00 

678 

2090.00 

140 

137.50 

214 

1650.00 

293 

1870.00 

373 

357.50 

451 

396.00 

524 

5500.00 

597 

5500.00 

679 

7260.00 

141 

7700.00 

217 

418.00 

294 

605.00 

374 

770.00 

452 

242.00 

525 

1430.00 

598 

770.00 

680 

5940.00 

142 

2090.00 

218 

605.00 

295 

8800.00 

376 

110.00 

453 

176.00 

526 

17600.00 

599 

715.00 

681 

3520.00 

143 

2970.00 

219 

132.00 

296 

660.00 

377 

88.00 

454 

165.00 

527 

404.80 

600 

3740.00 

682 

10340.00 

144 

154.00 

220 

990.00 

297 

4620.00 

378 

93.50 

455 

154.00 

528 

2860.00 

602 

352.00 

683 

385.00 

145 

137.50 

222 

330.00 

298 

137.50 

379 

242.00 

456 

440.00 

529 

2640.00 

603 

1320.00 

684 

330.00 

146 

412.50 

223 

2090.00 

299 

412.50 

380 

825.00 

457 

12100.00 

530 

302.50 

604 

5060.00 

685 

11550.00 

147 

302.50 

224 

198.00 

300 

176.00 

381 

2970.00 

458 

3960.00 

531 

154.00 

605 

16500.00 

686 

412.50 

148 

385.00 

226 

1870.00 

301 

11000.00 

382 

27500.00 

459 

467.50 

532 

4840.00 

606 

4400.00 

687 

1210.00 

149 

275.00 

227 

907.50 

302 

34100.00 

384 

20900.00 

460 

770.00 

533 

198.00 

607 

550.00 

688 

70400.00 

150 

5500.00 

228 

33.00 

303 

82.50 

385 

12100.00 

461 

165.00 

534 

522.50 

608 

3190.00 

689 

275.00 

151 

220.00 

230 

990.00 

304 

1045.00 

386 

25300.00 

462 

165.00 

535 

825.00 

609 

286.00 

690 

715.00 

152 

82.50 

231 

110.00 

305 

3300.00 

387 

9900.00 

463 

7150.00 

536 

1760.00 

610 

3960.00 

691 

44000.00 

153 

11000.00 

232 

242.00 

306 

3300.00 

388 

9900.00 

464 

330.00 

537 

330.00 

611 

176.00 

692 

522.50 

154 

330.00 

233 

2090.00 

307 

330.00 

389 

12100.00 

465 

1045.00 

538 

286.00 

612 

742.50 

693 

412.50 

155 

165.00 

234 

1540.00 

308 

880.00 

390 

2750.00 

466 

35.20 

539 

2200.00 

613 

462.00 

694 

550.00 

156 

264.00 

235 

2970.00 

309 

6380.00 

391 

3190.00 

467 

935.00 

540 

4400.00 

614 

935.00 

695 

2640.00 

157 

242.00 

236 

440.00 

310 

550.00 

392 

2530.00 

468 

715.00 

541 

165.00 

615 

462.00 

696 

495.00 

158 

110.00 

237 

1760.00 

311 

880.00 

393 

1100.00 

469 

2970.00 

542 

99.00 

616 

1320.00 

697 

302.50 

159 

82.50 

238 

88.00 

312 

2200.00 

394 

5280.00 

470 

2310.00 

543 

247.50 

617 

198.00 

698 

3080.00 

160 

352.00 

239 

220.00 

313 

3300.00 

395 

5280.00 

471 

176.00 

544 

357.50 

618 

770.00 

699 

385.00 

161 

242.00 

240 

110.00 

314 

2200.00 

396 

12100.00 

472 

220.00 

545 

99.00 

619 

418.00 

700 

192.50 

162 

264.00 

241 

605.00 

315 

330.00 

397 

2970.00 

473 

935.00 

546 

302.50 

621 

412.50 

701  C*  5940.00 

163 

132.00 

242 

132.00 

316 

825.00 

398 

2750.00 

474 

247.50 

547 

242.00 

622 

176.00 

702'' 

192.50 

164 

165.00 

243 

154.00 

318 

440.00 

399 

2310.00 

475 

3300.00 

548 

396.00 

623 

302.50 

703 

770.00 

165 

2090.00 

244 

132.00 

320 

17050.00 

400 

1540.00 

476 

825.00 

549 

198.00 

624 

1650.00 

704 

49.50 

166 

242.00 

245 

99.00 

321 

1210.00 

401 

2750.00 

477 

2090.00 

550 

220.00 

626 

3080.00 

705 

85250.00 

167 

330.00 

246 

242.00 

322 

1760.00 

402 

1210.00 

478 

209.00 

551 

209.00 

627 

412.50 

706 

4400.00 

168 

935.00 

247 

330.00 

323 

715.00 

403 

880.00 

479 

770.00 

552 

385.00 

628 

467.50 

707 

4400.00 

169 

2200.00 

248 

220.00 

324 

825.00 

405 

1870.00 

480 

330.00 

553 

880.00 

629 

1760.00 

708 

3300.00 

170 

2200.00 

249 

715.00 

325 

797.50 

406 

1210.00 

481 

374.00 

554 

990.00 

630 

3080.00 

709 

6160.00 

172 

467.50 

250 

110.00 

327 

220.00 

407 

1045.00 

482 

825.00 

555 

143.00 

631 

247.50 

710 

7260.00 

173 

4400.00 

251 

110.00 

328 

2970.00 

408 

19800.00 

483 

77.00 

556 

605.00 

632 

770.00 

711 

5940.00 

174 

4180.00 

252 

770.00 

329 

550.00 

409 

22000.00 

484 

825.00 

557 

467.50 

633 

6600.00 

712 

6380.00 

175 

143.00 

253 

412.50 

330 

715.00 

410 

2090.00 

485 

220.00 

558 

169.40 

634 

6050.00 

713 

4400.00 

176 

55.00 

254 

165.00 

331 

935.00 

411 

3740.00 

486 

242.00 

559 

2640.00 

635 

660.00 

714 

3850.00 

177 

4400.00 

255 

264.00 

332 

2860.00 

412 

4620.00 

487 

302.50 

560 

198.00 

636 

3960.00 

715 

2310.00 

178 

412.50 

256 

990.00 

333 

825.00 

413 

6600.00 

488 

110.00 

561 

660.00 

637 

3520.00 

716 

1870.00 

179 

374.00 

257 

1540.00 

335 

11000.00 

414 

14300.00 

489 

110.00 

562 

165.00 

638 

3520.00 

717 

14850.00 

180 

6050.00 

258 

687.50 

336 

880.00 

415 

462.00 

490 

132.00 

563 

9350.00 

639 

935.00 

718 

18700.00 

181 

550.00 

259 

165.00 

337 

440.00 

417 

1540.00 

491 

88.00 

564 

935.00 

640 

99.00 

719 

25300.00 

182 

110.00 

260 

99.00 

338 

220.00 

418 

605.00 

492 

242.00 

565 

2640.00 

641 

99.00 

720 

143000.00 

183 

17600.00 

261 

187.00 

339 

302.50 

419 

2860.00 

493 

462.00 

566 

1870.00 

642 

1100.00 

721 

3410.00 

184 

2750.00 

262 

143.00 

340 

176.00 

420 

90200.00 

494 

4620.00 

567 

1100.00 

643 

1210.00 

722 

2860.00 

185 

4400.00 

263 

110.00 

341 

8800.00 

421 

4180.00 

495 

4180.00 

568 

825.00 

644 

770.00 

723 

6820.00 

186 

462.00 

264 

286.00 

342 

6820.00 

422 

6160.00 

496 

1100.00 

569 

4400.00 

645 

198.00 

724 

2310.00 

187 

3410.00 

265 

220.00 

343 

4180.00 

423 

4620.00 

497 

302.50 

570 

825.00 

648 

55.00 

725 

5500.00 

188 

330.00 

266 

110.00 

345 

176.00 

424 

3740.00 

498 

154.00 

571 

4620.00 

649 

176.00 

726 

1045.00 

189 

220.00 

267 

396.00 

346 

3300.00 

425 

990.00 

499 

605.00 

572 

385.00 

650 

165.00 

727 

2860.00 

190 

1650.00 

268 

165.00 

347 

357.50 

426 

660.00 

500 

275.00 

573 

4180.00 

651 

1870.00 

728 

2310.00 

191 

1045.00 

269 

93.50 

348 

187.00 

428 

192.50 

501 

16500.00 

574 

4840.00 

652 

3520.00 

729 

2640.00 

192 

10450.00 

270 

264.00 

349 

770.00 

429 

3850.00 

502 

352.00 

575 

4620.00 

653 

990.00 

730 

935.00 

193 

110.00 

271 

374.00 

350 

242.00 

430 

1650.00 

503 

264.00 

576 

1980.00 

654 

1012.00 

731 

2310.00 

194 

462.00 

272 

104.50 

351 

66.00 

431 

82.50 

504 

198.00 

577 

4840.00 

655 

374.00 

732 

2860.00 

195 

13200.00 

273 

132.00 

352 

7040.00 

432 

192.50 

505 

451.00 

578 

3960.00 

656 

4400.00 

733 

5280.00 

196 

770.00 

274 

27.50 

353 

110.00 

433 

357.50 

506 

330.00 

579 

522.50 

657 

7150.00 

734 

5060.00 

197 

1760.00 

275 

418.00 

354 

154.00 

434 

2420.00 

507 

467.50 

580 

3520.00 

658 

418.00 

735 

2420.00 

198 

3300.00 

276 

385.00 

355 

3300.00 

435 

1100.00 

508 

880.00 

581 

1870.00 

659 

1540.00 

736 

3300.00 

199 

3960.00 

277 

2530.00 

356 

143.00 

436 

522.50 

509 

935.00 

582 

4400.00 

661 

3960.00 

737 

2200.00 

200 

627.00 

278 

1210.00 

357 

176.00 

437 

605.00 

510 

660.00 

583 

770.00 

663 

11000.00 

738 

3300  00 

201 

154.00 

279 

632.50 

358 

192.50 

438 

1980.00 

511 

247.50 

584 

1430.00 

664 

9900.00 

739 

3520  00 

202 

286.00 

280 

12100.00 

359 

550.00 

439 

440.00 

512 

209.00 

585 

110.00 

665 

1320.00 

740 

6600  00 

203 

825.00 

281 

8140.00 

360 

715.00 

440 

605.00 

513 

1045.00 

586 

203.50 

666 

4620.00 

741 

39600  00 

204 

275.00 

282 

3300.00 

361 

286.00 

441 

132.00 

514 

154.00 

587 

165.00 

667 

7150.00 

I  rices  realized  include  the  10  /<>  buyers  fee  Lots  omitted  represent  unsold  lots  known  to  us  as  of  the  sale  date. 
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The 

Andrew  S.  Alexander 


Collection 


plus 

The  Hard  Times  Token  Collection  of  Robert  Vlack 
The  Civil  War  Token  Collection  of  Dr.  Larkin  Wilson 

and 

other  important  properties 


Fuld  146-472 
Civil  War  Token 
Lot  2390 


Extremely  Rare  L-149  500 
Hard  Times  Token 
Lot  2274 


Auctions  bv  Bowers  and  Mr  mm.  Inc. 

Italtimore,  Maryland 


November  \\  &  16, 1996 


About  the  Cover 

Photograph  of  Baltimore’s  Inner  Harbor  Skyline  by  Roger  Miller, 
provided  by  the  Baltimore  Area  Convention  &  Visitors  Association. 
Also  featured  are  some  beautiful  gold  coins  from  the  Alexander  Collection. 


Photographs  by  Doug  Plasencia 


Copyright  1996  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 
This  sale  will  be  conducted  in  cooperation  with  James  Reid  Edwards  Auction  Service,  Joppa,  MD. 
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The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


Lowers  and  merena 

AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


JANUARY  8.  1997 

Orlando,  FL 

Rarities  Sale-Now  accepting  consignments! 

March  6-7. 1997 


Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


April  7-9. 1997 


New  York  City,  NY 

The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.  Collection-Part  II 


May  29-30. 1997 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


JULY  28. 1997 

New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


September  8-1  o.  1907 

New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


November  1.3-14. 1997  

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


PLUS: _ 

Many  more  sales  in  1998  and  onward! 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toll-free  (800)  458-4646  ♦  In  NH:  569-5095  ♦  Fax:(603)569-5319 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


West  Ballroom-Baltimore  Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel 


Thursday,  November  14 

6:00  PM  Sharp 

The  Alexander  Collection  of 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  Lots  1001-1640 

Saturday  Morning.  November  16 

10:00  AM  Sharp 

Colonial  Coins:  Lots  1641-1691 

United  States  Coins:  Lots  1692-2183 

Territorial  Gold  Coins:  Lot  2184 

California  Small  Denomination  Gold:  Lots  2185-2186 

Hawaiian  Coins:  Lots  2187-2189 

Hard  Times  Tokens :  Lots  2190-2355 

Merchant  Tokens:  Lots  2356-2360 

Civil  War  Tokens:  Lots  2361-2402 

Miscellaneous  Tokens  and  Medals:  Lots  2403-2408 

Currency:  Lots  2409-2412 


LOCATION 

West  Ballroom,  Baltimore  Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel,  1 10  South  Eutaw  Street, 
Baltimore,  MD  21201;  Telephone:  (410)  962-0202 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

Toll-free  (800)  458-4646  ♦  In  NH:  569-5095  ♦  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
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The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


Jb T  VIEWING 

Bourse  Floor,  Hall  E,  Baltimore  Convention  Center 

Wednesday.  November  13 

1:00  PM -6:00  PM 

THURSDAY.  NOVEMBER  14 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  ♦  2:00  PM  -  5:30  PM 

FRIDAY.  NOVEMBER  15 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  ♦  2:00  PM  -  5:30  PM 

Jot  pick-up 

Bourse  Floor,  Hall  E,  Baltimore  Convention  Center 

Friday.  November  15 

9:00  AM  -  10:30  AM 

SATURDAY.  NOVEMBER  16 

One-half  hour  after  the  end  of  the  sale. 


Helpful  Suggestions  &  Information: 

We  strongly  recommend  that  our  clients  who  intend  to  view  a  large  portion 
of  the  sale,  plan  to  do  so  as  early  in  the  lot  viewing  schedule  as  possible. 


Auction  Sessions:  The  sale  will  be  held  in  the  West  Ballroom  at  the  Baltimore 
Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel,  110  South  Eutaw  Street,  Baltimore,  MD  21201 

Prices  Realized:  For  prices  realized  after  the  sale,  call  (603)  569-5095,  Ex¬ 
tension  98.  Limit:  10  lots  per  caller. 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


CTm  BOWERS  AND 
MERENA  ORGANIZATION 


Chairman  of  the  Board ,  Q.  David  Bowers 
President ,  Raymond  N.  Merena 


Auction  Department 

Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Director 

Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist 

Tricia  Toepper,  Auction  Coordinator 

Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic  Associate 

Research  department 


Mark  Borckardt 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 
Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 


Licensed  Auctioneers 


John  S.  Babalis 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Cataloguing  and  certain  other  services  were  provided  by 
special  arrangement  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Administration 

John  S.  Babalis,  Manager 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara 
Donna  A.  Badeau 
Carolyn  Craigue 
Maggie  Ketder 
Rosalie  Minnerly 
Mark  Merena 
Deborah  McDonald 

Direct  Sales  department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director 
Gail  Watson,  Sales  Director 

Financial  department 

Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A.,  Controller 
Laurel  A.  Morrill 
Natalie  Smith 


Appreciation  is  extended  to  the  following  for  the  preparation  of 
this  catalogue: 

The  present  catalogue  descriptions  are  by  Andrew  Pollock 
III,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  and  Mark 
Borckardt,  coordinated  by  Richard  A.  Bagg  and  T riciaToeppei . 

Catalogue  production  and  typography  represents  the  work 
of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Graphics  Department,  including: 
Jennifer  Meers,  Robin  Edgerly,  and  Roberta  French.  Photog¬ 
raphy  is  by  Doug  Plasencia. 

All  illustrations  are  of  the  actual  items  being  sold. 


Publications  department 

Mary  Tocci 
John  Babalis 

GRAPHICS  DEPARTMENT 

Jennifer  Meers,  Manager 
Robin  Edgerly 
Roberta  French 

Photography  department 

Doug  Plasencia,  Manager 


AUCTIONS  BY 

BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Phone:  (603)  569-5095  ♦  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
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The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


Expanded  personal  service 

FOR  OUR  MAIL  BIDDERS 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a 
winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale!  Take 
advantage  of  our  Maximum  Expenditure 
service— bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  min.),  or  use 


our  One  Lot  Only  service  and  bid  on  up  to  five  lots 
and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than  one— or 
use  both  features  together.  Please  see  points  15 
and  16  in  the  Terms  of  Sale. 


Fax  us  your  bid 
sheet  (any  time,  24 
hours  a  day).  Our  di¬ 
rect  fax  number  is 

(603)569-5319. 


Bid  Sheet 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 


P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 


Fax  your  bids  24  hours  a  day!  Our  fax  number  is  1-605-569-5319!  Be 
sure  to  follow  up  your  fax  or  phone  bids  with  written  confirmation. 


OFFICE  USE  ONLY 


No. 


Date 


Deposit 


Max. 


IMPORTANT!  PLEASE  READ  TERMS  OF  SALE  BEFORE  BIDDING. 

Gentlemen: 

Here  are  my  bids  for  your  NOVEMBER  1996  ALEXANDER  COLLECTION  Auction  Sale.  I  have  read  the  Terms  of  Sale  (printed  in  the  catalogue)  and 
agree  to  them.  I  am  of  legal  age.  1  understand  that  my  bids  are  per  lot.  1  agree  to  pay  promptly  upon  receipt  of  your  invoice,  including  postage  and  insurance  costs. 

ATTACH  MAILING  LABEL  OR  PRINT  CLEARLY  , - - - , 

Deposit  on  Sale 


Name 


Jahtt  Do UJ 


Customer  # 


Street  or  P.O.  Box 


1 2-3*  PI COJOntr  Street 


Deposit  on  Sale 


City 


/jmffoupn 


State 


CA  :.,ltb45 


SPECIAL  SERVICES 


Daytime  Telephone 


Signature  (bid  sheet  MUST  be  signed) 


555- 

Dale  /  0~  20-1L 


um  Expenditure 

00  C 


/ 


□  PLEASE  CHECK  IF  THIS  IS  A  CONFIRMATION  OF  BIDS  SUBMITTED  BY  PHONE  OR  FAX. 

A  10%  buyer’s  premium  will  he  added  to  all  successful  bids. 

If  you  are  using  the  One  Lot  Only  option,  please  use  the  narrow  column  to  group  the  lots  with  a  bracket:  ( 


Please  increase  my  bids 
10%  “1  20%  3  30%  3 
if  necessary  to  obtain  lots. 


( 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

3lo 

L20O 

10  f 5 

$06 

13& 

'9oo 

/,0O0 

U02L- 

3oo 

(U>5 

¥ oo 

olSQ 

* 

/S72. 

2,000 

/63a. 

17^0 

fro 

5S0 

r 

AOIA. 

#5© 

ciOi± 

J06 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  BIDDERS 

The  following  information  must  be  supplied  to  us  before  your  bids  can  be  executed.  Bidders  who  are  not  known  to  us  must  send  a  deposit  of 
25%  of  their  bids.  The  deposit  will  be  credited  toward  lots  purchased  and  any  balance  will  be  refunded  within  10  working  days  after  the  sale. 
Have  you  done  business  before  with  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.?  □  Yes  $£no 

Are  you  a  dealer? /f  y Do  you  have  a  resale  number  on  file  with  us?  _ _ 

Other  dealers  with  whom  vou  have  done  business:  MahtrYijLl  koau  Co/rus  ,  L±A  ■ 

Makers  America.  mis rvf^pCA, c , 
ftrxsh  First'  AJa.trt.roLi 

Sryx>H\ ,  i£r 


Bank  references: 
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The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


For  Best 

ATTENTION: 

please  submit  mail  and  fax 
bids  by: 

NOON,  WEDNESDAY, 
November  13,  1996 


IThis  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and 
bonded  auctioneers.  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots 
will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold  in  numerical  sequence 
unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the  event  of 
identical  bids  on  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded  to  the 
first  bid  received.  In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor 
bidding,  the  auctioneer’s  decision  to  award  the  lot  to  a  bid¬ 
der  will  be  final.  The  auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may 
re-open  any  lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again. 

A  buyer’s  charge  of  10%  on  each  individual  lot  will 
be  added  to  all  successful  bids,  which  sum  will  be  the 
purchase  price.  This  buyer’s  charge  will  be  added  to 
all  invoices,  without  exception.  (The  amount  of  the  seller’s 
charge  and  the  allocation  of  the  buyer’s  charge  are  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  consignment  contract.) 

All  sales  are  stricdy  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All 
remittances  must  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks. 
Invoices  must  be  paid  for  promptly  upon  receipt  in 
good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  accepted  for  auc¬ 
tion  purchases  or  deposits.  Shipping,  handling,  postage, 
private  and/or  postal  insurance,  and  registration  charges 
will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not  fur¬ 
nishing  applicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales 
tax  as  required  to  be  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
and/or  other  entity  in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bid¬ 
ding  in  the  sale,  a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for 
any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  the  purchase. 

4  All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless 
credit  arrangements  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically 
agreed  to  in  writing  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena,  Inc.  (subsequently  referred  to  as  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  the  present  Terms  of  Sale).  Previously  established  lines 
of  credit,  at  the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  may  not 
be  honored.  Please  contact  our  Accounting  Department  in 
advance  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  your  purchas¬ 
ing  plans.  At  the  sole  discretion  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  we 
reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  any  auction  if 
there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreason¬ 
able  returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in 
past  or  current  sales.  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the 
prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Bowers  and  Merena  reserves 
the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance 
charges  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on 
the  unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue 
until  fully  paid.  On  any  sums  unpaid,  if  the  account  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay 
all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on 
the  balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references 
satisfactory  to  Bowers  and  Merena  and/or  deposit  a 
sum  equal  to  25%  of  the  bids  submitted.  This  sum  will 
be  applied  to  successful  bids  with  the  overage  refunded 
within  10  days  of  the  sale  date.  Any  difference  will  be  billed. 


We  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bid¬ 
ders,  prior  to  the  delivery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory 
references  or  credit  have  been  established. 

6  Tide  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is 
the  responsibility  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  main¬ 
tain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  his  possession.  Risk  of 
loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder 
agrees  to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due, 
whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in 
their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hy¬ 
pothecate  these  auction  purchases  until  paid  for  in  full.  Any 
person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  or  any 
other  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  responsible  for  the 
transaction. 

No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids 
will  be  accepted  from  minors.  The  auctioneer 
and/ or  Bowers  and  Merena  reserve  the  right  to  open 
a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  they 
shall  determine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  which  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers  and  Merena  is  believed 
not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason 
of  credit,  or  otherwise.  Bowers  and  Merena  may  open  bid¬ 
ding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller. 
Bowers  and  Merena  may  further  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller, 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by  placing  successive  or 
consecutive  bids  for  a  lot,  or  by  placing  bids  in  response  to 
other  bidders.  Any  estimates  of  value  which  appear  in  this 
catalogue  are  an  opinion,  based  on  price  lists,  catalogues, 
and  other  information,  as  to  what  the  lot  may  realize  (ex¬ 
cluding  the  10%  buyer’s  charge).  At  the  sale,  higher  or 
lower  prices  may  prevail.  In  any  event,  in  the  case  of  a  re¬ 
serve,  the  reserve  will  not  exceed  the  high  published 
estimate.  As  the  catalogue  is  prepared  considerably  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  sale  date,  estimates  are  subject  to  change.  Any 
change  in  the  reserve  outside  of  the  guidelines  noted  will 
be  announced  at  the  sale. 

8  All  items  are  guaranteed  genuine.  Any  claim  to  the 
contrary  must  be  made  in  writing  within  30  days  of 
the  sale  date.  If  notified  within  that  time,  we  will 
grant  an  extension  to  the  buyer  so  that  the  question  of  au¬ 
thenticity  can  be  resolved.  In  no  event  will  we  be 
responsible  for  any  authentication  fees  or  other  charges  in¬ 
curred  by  the  buyers,  unless  a  lot  is  proven  to  be  not 
genuine,  in  which  instance  we  will  pay  the  actual  charges  in¬ 
curred,  as  supported  by  invoices,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $50. 

We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding. 
Please  check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in 
even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not  in  even  dollar 
amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  20%  (see 
our  special  service  on  the  bid  sheet),  will  be  rounded  ofl 
to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount.  We  request  that  all  bid 


13 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


Important 

Notice: 

In  most  instances  modern 
U.S.  and  foreign  Proof  and 
Uncirculated  collector  sets 
in  the  original  mint  packag¬ 
ing  will  not  be  brought  to 
the  auction  site  but  will  be 
available  at  our  offices  in 
New  Hampshire  for  inspec¬ 
tion. 


Floor  bidder 
registration 

will  begin  30  minutes  before 
the  session  at  the  entrance  to 
the  auction  room. 


NEW  BIDDERS 

If  you  have  not  participated 
with  us  before,  be  sure  to 
send  your  credit  informa¬ 
tion:  Attn:  Don  Snyder,  at 
least  10  days  before  the  auc¬ 
tion.  There  is  very  little 
time,  if  any,  to  review  this 
information  during  the 
auction. 


sheets  be  signed,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  not  enter 
bids  on  any  sheet  that  has  not  been  signed.  Realizing  that 
certain  bids  may  be  submitted  by  fax,  telegram,  or  other 
means  without  a  signature,  we  note  that  in  any  event,  bid¬ 
ding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance  by  the 
bidder  of  all  of  the  Terms  of  Sale. 

Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  Any  lot 
may  be  examined  before  bidding.  No  lot  may  be 
returned  by  a  mail  bidder  without  the  advance 
written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  Any  such  re¬ 
quests  must  be  made  within  three  days  of  the  receipt  of 
the  coins;  in  no  event  can  such  a  request  be  received  by  us 
later  than  30  days  after  the  auction  date.  Any  lot  returned 
must  be  in  its  original  unopened  container  or  holder;  the 
removal  of  any  item  from  such  container  or  holder  ne¬ 
gates  the  return  privilege.  Any  late  remittance  for 
purchases  is  cause  for  Bowers  and  Merena  to  negate  this 
privilege. 

nNo  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by  floor 
buyers  (including  those  acting  as  agents  for  oth¬ 
ers).  In  addition,  no  lots  may  be  returned  by 
successful  mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lots  prior  to 
the  sale.  Exceptions  will  be  made  only  for  reasons  of  au¬ 
thenticity,  under  the  provisions  of  Term  No.  8.  The 
auctioneers  reserve  the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  sale 
without  notice,  should  they  in  their  sole  discretion  deter¬ 
mine  that  such  action  is  warranted.  Any  lot  may  be 
withdrawn  without  notice  prior  to  the  sale.  Neither  the  auc¬ 
tioneer  nor  the  consignor  will  have  any  obligation  to  the 
intended  bidders  as  a  result  of  any  postponement,  cancella¬ 
tion,  or  withdrawal. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents 
the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of 
preservation  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  A  split 
grade,  such  as  Proof-63/65,  refers  to  a  coin  which  in  our 
opinion  has  a  Proof-63  obverse  and  Proof-65  reverse.  “Proof’ 
is  used  to  describe  a  method  of  manufacture  and  is  not  a 
grade  or  condition.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  other  numismatic  items, 
are  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and  are  not  an  attri¬ 
bution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied, 
including  the  warranty  of  merchantability,  is  made  with  re¬ 
spect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions,  which  can 
and  do  vary  among  experts;  nor  is  any  warranty  or  represen¬ 
tation  made  that  any  other  expert,  grading  service  or  other 
entity  will  grade  a  given  piece  the  same  as  we  do;  nor  is  any 
warranty  or  representation  made  that  a  coin  or  other  numis¬ 
matic  item  has  not  been  cleaned,  or  that  the  toning  of  any 
item  is  natural,  or  that  there  is  the  absence  of  any  other  de¬ 
fect  which  would  render  it  unsuitable  for  encapsulation  by 
any  grading  service  or  the  acceptance  by  a  third  party.  Refer¬ 
ences  to  population  reports  and  grading  service  census 
figures  are  as  of  the  cataloguing  time,  which  may  be  several 
months  prior  to  the  sale  date.  All  such  comments  are  subject 


to  revision;  consult  recent  data  issued  by  the  grading  ser¬ 
vices.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  the  buyer  agrees  to  hold 
Bowers  and  Merena  harmless  for  any  numismatic  item 
graded  and  described  by  a  third  party  grading  service  and 
presented  as  any  lot  within  this  catalogue.  The  buyer  further 
acknowledges  that  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  on  any 
such  item  may  be  different  than  that  described  by  a  grading 
service.  Further,  the  buyer  agrees  to  accept  the  grade,  attri¬ 
bution,  pedigree,  authenticity  or  any  other  designation  as 
described  by  a  grading  service.  In  general,  with  the  exception 
of  those  lots  described  by  a  grading  service,  descriptions  are 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  interpretation  of  standards  in  the 
Photograde  book,  with  the  addition  of  certain  intermediate 
grades,  such  as  MS-64  and  Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the 
opinion  of  our  staff.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minoc  stockholder 
in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS). 

This  paragraph  is  intended  to  be  part  of  all  lot 
descriptions  contained  in  this  catalogue.  Bowers 
and  Merena  act  as  agents  for  the  various  consign¬ 
ors.  For  this  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered 
after  the  settlements  have  been  made  with  the  consignors. 
Any  dispute  after  the  settlement  date  (45  days  following  the 
date  of  the  sale)  is  strictly  between  the  bidder  and  consignor 
without  involvement  or  responsibility  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
and/ or  the  cataloguers.  Cash  advances  have  been  made  to 
some  consignors  in  anticipation  of  sale  proceeds.  Bowers 
and  Merena,  or  any  affiliated  person  or  company,  reserves 
the  right  to  consign  items  to  this  auction  sale,  and  to  partici¬ 
pate  as  a  bidder.  The  auctioneer,  consignors,  employees, 
assignees,  and  agents  for  Bowers  and  Merena  or  the  consign¬ 
ors  may  bid  for  his  or  her  own  account  at  any  auction  and 
may  have  information  not  otherwise  available  to  the  public 
regarding  reserves,  values  or  other  material  facts  relating  to 
the  articles  which  are  the  subject  of  the  auction.  When  an 
item  is  sold  to  the  book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed,  withdrawn, 
returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  in.  A  consignor  or  his  agent 
may  bid  on  any  lot  including  those  in  his  own  consignment. 
Certain  terms  pertaining  to  this  sale  and  consignments  to  it 
are  subject  to  negotiation.  In  the  event  of  a  typographical  er¬ 
ror  or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer  reserves  the  right  to 
withdraw  any  item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  orally  at  the  sale,  or,  if  discovered  at  a  later  date,  to 
refund  the  buyer’s  money  without  further  obligation.  The 
maximum  obligation  of  Bowers  and  Merena  to  any  bidder 
shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute.  While  every  ef¬ 
fort  will  be  made  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means,  Bowers  and  Merena 
assumes  no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard  or  fail¬ 
ure  to  enter  bids. 

By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this 
transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-payment) 
shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the 
rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild, 


14 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


Important! 

♦  Credit  cards  will  not  be 
accepted  for  auction  depos¬ 
its  or  payments. 

♦  The  Prices  Realized  list 
will  be  published  approxi¬ 
mately  30  days  after  the 
auction. 


Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were  members,  at 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  location  at 
the  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-pay¬ 
ment,  at  its  option,  Bowers  and  Merena  may  refer  the 
matter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially, 
in  which  case  the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the 
courts  of  Carroll  County,  New  Hampshire. 


Special  Services 


If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure, 
r  \  please  fill  in  the  maximum  amount  you  wish 
X  to  spend  on  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDI¬ 

TURE  line  at  the  upper  pordon  of  your  bid  sheet.  You 
can  then  submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a  personal 
service  and  a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  represen¬ 
tative  will  personally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding 
from  the  auction  floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account 
until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  we 
will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the 
auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions, 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a 
bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this 
service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expen¬ 
ditures  of  $  1 ,000  or  more.  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE 
and  ONE  LOT  ONLY  bidding  can  be  combined. 

/>  Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets 
for  a  ONE  LOT  ONLY  purchase,  if  you  wish 
1  to  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin  of 

which  several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots 
should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet.  While  we  will  do 
our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction 
sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot 
be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 

r"n  We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the 
/  optional  10%  to  30%  increase  to  help  your 
1  §  chance  of  being  a  successful  bidder.  Check 

the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 


Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing 
terms  of  sale. 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are 
stored  are  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE 
NOT  for  long-term  storage. 


SUGGESTIONS 

for  Mail  bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting,  enjoyable,  and  a  numis- 
matically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been  bidding  in  our  sales 
for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the  following  comments  will  in¬ 
crease  your  success.  In  the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions, 
phone  Cynthia  LaCarbonara  or  Carolyn  Craigue. 

BMail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly 
important  if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check 
your  references.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale  might  not 
reach  us  until  a  week  later— at  which  time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold 
to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24  hours  a 
day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-5319].  Or,  telephone  your  bids 
to  our  auction  department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids 
with  written  confirmation. 


“ZT 


■V  We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this 
BE j  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue, 
make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you’ve  decided  on 
your  final  bids,  enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the 
bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order. 
Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for  any  bids  on 
wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please  be  careful! 


H  Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial 
circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the 
possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are 
awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 


n  Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While 
high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within 
market  ranges.  If  a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market, 
chances  are  not  good  that  a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent  that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600 
range  will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting,  but 
as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you 
keep  current  values  in  mind  while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid.  the 
greater  your  chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to  increase  bids 
by  an  optional  10%  to  30%,  actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below 
their  maximum  authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 


Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur .  If  bid  changes  are 
necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out 
completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the 
bid  sheet.  This  way  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  a  question  about  a  bid 


Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except  for 
large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please  write  or  call 


for  further  information.  Mail  inspection  requests  must  be  received 
sufficiently  early  to  permit  return  to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing 
prior  to  the  sale.  The  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pa\ 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be  responsible  fot 
the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 
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(Andrew  S.  Alexander 

1907-1994 

jl  <j Biography  and^dppreciation 

by  Susan  R.  Alexander 


Andrew  Stirling 
Alexander,  my  father, 
was  born  in  Charleston, 
West  Virginia,  August 
16,  1907,  and  lived  his 
entire  life  there.  He  at¬ 
tended  Hampden-Sydney 
College  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  University,  and 
graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Virginia  in  1931 
with  an  LL.B.  degree.  His 
father  had  an  established 
law  practice  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  and  Andy  Alexander 
was  able  to  begin  his  own 
general  practice  sharing 
an  office  with  his  father. 

In  June  1938  Andrew  Alexander  and  Betsy  Reed 
Miller  were  married.  Andy  Alexander  continued  prac¬ 
ticing  law  until  early  1944,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  U.S. 
Navy.  There  were  three  small  children  in  the  family  by 
that  time;  two  more  would  follow  later.  Andy  Alexander 
had  hoped  to  be  assigned  to  sea  duty  but  instead,  much 
to  his  wife’s  relief,  he  was  given  a  desk  job  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  In  October  1945  he  was  discharged  from  the 
Navy  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  (j.g.). 

Following  World  War  II,  Andy  Alexander  joined  the 
Charleston  National  Bank  as  a  trust  officer,  thus  begin¬ 
ning  a  career  with  the  bank  that  would  end  with  his 
retirement  26  years  later.  He  also  maintained  his  legal 
ties  and  lent  his  expertise  when  it  was  needed  by  fam¬ 
ily  members,  friends,  and  institutions  with  which  he  was 
associated.  He  was  involved  in  his  community  in  many 
ways  including  as  a  member  of  the  Charleston  Rotary 
Club,  which  he  served  as  president  for  a  term  and  which 
named  him  a  Paul  Harris  Fellow. 


His  main  personal  interests  were  history,  sports,  and 
collecting.  From  his  teenage  years  onward,  his  favorite 
leisure  reading  related  to  American  and  world  history, 
both  ancient  and  modern.  As  a  bird  hunter,  he  is  said 
to  have  known  the  eastern  regions  of  the  West  Virginia 
woods  like  the  proverbial  back  of  his  hand.  Nor  were 

there  many  trout-fishing  streams  in  that  region  Xvith 

^  * 

which  he  was  not  familiar.  He  also  enjoyed  playing ‘ten¬ 
nis  and  golf  and  was  still  in  demand  as  a  partner  in  both 
sports  when  he  turned  80. 

Collecting  as  a  hobby  was  a  natural  for  Andy 
Alexander,  for  he  loved  the  “thrill  of  the  hunt”  and  had 
the  patience  to  wait  until  the  prize  was  within  his  sights. 
As  a  boy,  he  collected  arrowheads,  marbles,  and  copper 
and  silver  coins  from  circulation.  Collecting  old  coins 
also  dovetailed  with  his  interest  and  undergraduate 
major  in  history.  During  his  college  years  he  began  ac¬ 
quiring  coins  from  dealers;  these  numismatic  specimens 
included  not  only  various  United  States  business  strikes 
and  Proofs,  but  also  Roman  (Republic)  denarii  and 
world  crowns.  Somewhat  later,  he  assembled  a  collection 
of  communion  tokens  that,  through  Curators  Elvira  and 
Vladimir  Clain-Stefanelli  in  the  mid-1960s,  became  the 
Smithsonian  Institution’s  core  holding  of  the  18th  and 
19th  centuries. 

Coins  appealed  to  Andy  Alexander  for  aesthetic  as 
well  as  historical  reasons.  He  particularly  appreciated 
U.S.  gold  issues  for  their  beautiful  designs  and  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  workmanship  involved  in  their  production.  In  the 
late  1940s,  he  began  in  earnest  to  build  a  collection  of 
them  by  denomination,  date,  and  mintmark.  He  knew 
that  completing  the  collection  probably  was  not  achiev¬ 
able.  He  also  knew,  however,  that  acquiring  the  rarer 
dates  one-by-one  would  fascinate  and  challenge  him  for 
the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  still  poring  over  rare  coin  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  more  than  45  years  later,  just  a  few 
months  before  he  died  December  9,  1994. 


Andrew  S.  Alexander 
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Welcome  to  the  sale! 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander 
Collection  of  United  States 
gold  coins  begins  the  present 
catalogue  and  occupies  the 
entire  first  session,  Lots  1001- 
1640.  And,  what  a  magnifi¬ 
cent  grouping  it  is.  The  pieces, 
all  from  the  same  consignor 
and  estate,  were  for  the  most 
part  gathered  many  years  ago. 
All  denominations  are  repre¬ 
sented  from  gold  dollars  to 
double  eagles.  Along  the  way 
there  are  scarce  and  rare  issues  as  well  as  “type” 
coins— something  for  everyone. 

Following  Session  One,  which  is  on  Thursday 
evening,  November  14,  the  present  catalogue  skips 
a  day  on  Friday  (which  will  be  occupied  by  our 
presentation  of  the  fantastic  Norweb  Collection  of 
Canadian  coins  described  in  a  separate  catalogue, 
Lots  1-741).  Then  comes  Saturday,  and  the  present 
catalogue  resumes  with  Lot  1641.  Thus,  to  partici¬ 
pate  fully  in  our  entire  program  you  will  need  both 
the  Alexander  Collection  catalogue  and  the  N orweb 
Collection  catalogue.  To  acquire  United  States  and 
related  coins,  the  present  catalogue  alone  will  be 
yolir  ticket. 

United  States  copper,  nickel,  and  silver  coins 

are  featured  in  Session  Two,  commencing  on  Satur¬ 
day  morning  at  10:00  a.m.  with  Lot  1641.  Colonial 
and  other  early  American  issues  are  represented  as 
well.  Then  come  two  very  special  offerings:  The 
Robert  A.  Vlack  Collection  of  Hard  Times  Tokens— 
one  of  the  finest  we  have  had  the  pleasure  to  offer— 
and  selections  from  the  Dr.  Larkin  M.  Wilson 
Collection  of  Civil  War  Tokens.  These  latter  spe¬ 
cialties  are  among  the  most  fascinating  disciplines 
in  American  numismatics,  at  this  end  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  enjoyable  to  catalogue  (although  we  must 
confess  that  Dr.  Wilson  provided  the  framework 


for  the  cataloguing  of  his  own  pieces),  and  when  they 
sell  we  will  be  envious  of  those  who  buy  them.  Other 
interesting  tokens  and  medals  and  a  few  pieces  of 
currency  round  out  the  sale. 

Highlights  of  the  present  catalogue  include  nu¬ 
merous  delicacies  from  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander 
Collection,  among  which  will  be  found  a  wide  variety 
of  the  popular  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  gold  coins, 
low-mintage  Civil  War  issues  from  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  and  of  various  denominations,  and  more— 
literally  something  for  every  taste,  especially  for  the 
gold  enthusiast  concentrating  on  issues  from  1834 
onward.  In  the  second  session  of  the  catalogue  there 
are  beautiful  early  silver  issues  (a  1796  quarter  ap¬ 
pearing  as  Lot  1889  is  worthy  of  special  notice  as  is  a 
rare  1796  half  dollar,  Lot  1923),  many  truly  notable 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  and  other  worthwhile  items. 
Morgan  silver  dollars,  always  a  specialty  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  are  represented  by 
rarities  such  as  1889-CC  as  well  as  starter  groups  and 
collections.  Trade  dollars  also  include  some  interest¬ 
ing  and  scarce  coins. 

The  sale  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention  held 
at  the  Baltimore  Convention  Center.  The  auction 
itself  will  be  staged  at  the  nearby  Baltimore  Marriott 
Inner  Harbor  Hotel  in  the  West  Ballroom,  with  Lot 
Viewing  to  be  at  the  convention  center  itself.  If  you 
have  been  to  downtown  Baltimore  in  recent  years 
you  will  know  that  this  is  a  true  American  showplace— 
beautiful  hotels,  interesting  shops,  the  historic  har¬ 
bor,  and  more,  all  within  a  short  walking  distance.  Of 
course,  Baltimore  has  an  incredible  numismatic  heri¬ 
tage,  what  with  the  Eliasberg,  Garrett,  Newcomer, 
and  other  cabinets  being  formed  there,  going  back  to 
the  early  19th  century,  when  Robert  Gilmore— about 
whom  Joel  Orosz  has  written  several  interesting 
articles— gathered  what  was  probably  the  first  signifi¬ 
cant  collection  of  United  States  coins  to  be  formed. 
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I  have  spent  many  enjoyable  times  in  Baltimore, 
both  as  part  of  my  life  (I  lived  there  when  I  was  a 
youngster  and  attended  first  and  third  grades  in  the 
city)  and  also  professionally.  Many  nice  memories 
surround  my  extended  visits  at  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University  while  working  with  David  and  Susan  Tripp 
in  research  for  the  illustrious  Garrett  Collection  sales 
of  1979-1981,  and  more  recently  with  Richard  A. 
Eliasberg,  consignor  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
Collection.  Just  as  Baltimore  is  steeped  in  numismatic 
tradition  from  the  past,  today  the  town  continues  to 
make  its  mark,  and  without  a  doubt  Gordon  Berg  and 
his  associates  who  have  put  together  the  popular 
Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention  will  form 
their  own  chapter  in  the  town’s  heritage. 

While  you  are  attending  both  of  our  sales— the 

presently  described  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 
and  other  consignments— and  the  separately  catalogued 
Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian  coins— take  time  to 
enjoy  the  other  attractions  as  well.  The  Convention  will 
bring  together  many  dealers  and  collectors  from  all 
over  the  United  States,  providing  many  opportunities 
to  buy,  sell,  and  simply  “talk  coins.”  Conventions  are 
always  a  fun  place  to  appreciate  the  hobby.  There  are 
several  nice  restaurants  around  town.  My  own  favorites 
are  the  Prime  Rib,  Hamptons,  and  O’Brycki’s— but  this 
is  just  a  short  list,  and  there  are  many  others  from 
which  to  choose.  If  you  have  a  taste  for  Maryland 
crabcakes,  Phillips  Seafood  Restaurant— close  to  the 
hotel  and  at  the  Inner  Harbor  Shopping  Mall— will 
satisfy  your  appetite  in  a  very  memorable  way. 

Back  to  the  present  catalogue:  I  hope  you  will  read 
through  the  catalogue  from  front  to  back  and  savor  its 
content.  This  sale  is  one  of  the  most  interesting,  most 
varied,  and  most  rarity-laden  we  have  ever  produced. 
Bid  strongly  for  pieces  that  you  dearly  wish  to  own.  The 
market  is  strong,  seems  to  be  rising,  and  although  no 
one  can  predict  the  future,  it  probably  will  be  the  case 
that  many  of  today’s  record  prices  will  be  tomorrow’s 
bargains.  Faint  heart  never  won  fine  fair  (or  even 
Proof)  coin  and  thus  it  will  pay  to  be  aggressive.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  there  are  some  pieces  you  would  like  to 
own  only  if  the  price  is  right,  bid  less  liberally.  Our 


Maximum  Expenditure  Option  discussed  under  our 
Terms  of  Sale  gives  you  the  opportunity  to  compete  for 
up  to  eight  times  the  amount  you  want  to  spend.  For 
example,  if  you  have  a  budget  of  $10,000  you  can  bid 
on  up  to  $80,000  worth  of  items,  and  our  staff,  working 
with  our  computer  program,  will  keep  track  of  your 
expenditures  until  your  authorization  is  finished.  In 
this  way  you  can  vastly  increase  your  chances  of  success. 

Our  sales  have  become  an  important  part  of  numis¬ 
matic  history,  and  it  is  always  pleasing  to  see  nice  words 
expressed  about  our  catalogues  in  various  offerings  of 
numismatic  booksellers.  Along  the  way  there  are  cli¬ 
ents  who  arejust  becoming  acquainted  with  numismat¬ 
ics  who  have  been  picking  up  our  catalogues  of  the 'past 
year  or  two.  Already  I  have  been  hearing  comments 
such  as  “It  must  have  been  wonderful  to  have  attended 
your  Eliasberg  Collection  Sale  last  May.”  And,  after 
each  sale— and  I’m  sure  that  this  one  will  not  be  an 
exception— hear  such  comments  as,  “I  wish  I  had  bid  on 
Lot  such-and-such,  as  I  would  really  like  to  have  owned 
it.”  Well,  by  the  time  the  sale  is  over,  the  coins  belong 
to  other  people.  Right  now  you  have  an  equal  chance 
with  everyone  else. 

Have  a  question?  Our  staff  stands  ready  to  furnish 
you  with  price  estimates  for  bidding,  additional  de¬ 
scriptions  concerning  grades,  or  anything  else  we  can 
do  to  provide  information.  Just  call  and  ask  for  the 
Auction  Department  or  fax  us  at  1-603-569-5319  and 
we’ll  do  our  best  to  tell  you  what  you  would  like  to 
know.  As  auctioneer  our  function  is  to  serve  both  the 
consignors  and  the  bidders  in  a  manner  that  will  be 
satisfying  to  both. 

From  my  perspective  numismatics— which  has  often 
been  called  The  World’s  Greatest  Hobby— is  in  a  very 
nice  phase.  The  enthusiasm  generated  by  our  recent 
sales— the  Eliasberg  Collection  in  May,  and  our  Rarities 
Sale  in  August  are  but  two  examples— has  been  at 
unprecedented  high  levels.  The  market  seems  to  be 
largely  absent  the  investment  element  of  the  late  1 980s. 
While  investors  are  certainly  welcome,  the  best  type  of 
investor  in  coins,  in  my  opinion,  is  someone  who  views 
a  carefully  prepared  collection  as  a  long-term  store  of 
value,  and  enjoys  acquiring  various  pieces  one  by  one. 


18 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexader  Collection 


Investors  who  have  no  interest  in  coins  whatsoever, 
but  simply  treat  them  as  a  commodity,  are  here 
today  and  gone  tomorrow— and  in  my  view  do  very 
little  for  the  hobby.  While  it  is  exceedingly  difficult 
for  any  single  individual  to  put  together  a  compre¬ 
hensive  collection  spanning  many  series— such  as 
the  Alexander  gold  coins— today,  in  1996,  we  have 
many  fine  holdings  being  built.  In  fact,  taken  on  a 
series-by-series  basis,  there  has  never  been  anything 
like  it  before. 

The  typical  connoisseur  will  concentrate  on  a 
specialty— be  it  Indian  cents,  gold  coins  from  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  Hard  Times  tokens,  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars,  or  whatever— and  become  im¬ 
mersed  in  the  history  of  the  pieces  as  well  as  the 
price  and  availability  structure.  Information  con¬ 
cerning  the  last  is  available  through  the  population 
reports  put  out  by  PCGS,  NGC,  and  ANACS,  and 
serve  as  handy  guides  in  a  relative  sort  of  way  to  how 
rare  something  is  (or  is  not)  at  a  given  level.  Today, 
there  is  an  information  explosion— sometimes  I 
think  too  much  information  about  coin  prices— but 
at  least  it  allows  perspective  buyers  to  pick  and 
choose. 


The  Alexander  Collection  catalogue  is  now  in  your 
hands,  our  staff  has  done  its  part,  Andy  Pollock,  Mark 
Borckardt,  and  I  are  resting  from  our  cataloguing 
efforts  as  are  several  other  people  involved,  Jennifer 
Meers  (who  heads  our  Graphics  Department)  is  off  on 
her  honeymoon,  and  everyone  else  is  pausing  to  catch 
up.  Meanwhile,  the  numismatic  ball  is  in  your  court, 
and  we  await  your  bids  by  mail,  fax,  telephone,  or  in- 
person  attendance.  Thank  you  very  much  for  being  a 
part  of  the  Alexander  Collection  Sale.  May  luck  be 
with  you,  and  when  all  is  said  and  done  I  hope  that 
some  “Very  Special  Pieces”  will  become  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  and  enjoyable  part  of  your  collection. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
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Another  fine 

Bowers  and  Merena  sale 

is  about  to  begin... 


SESSION  ONE 


Thursday  Evening,  November  14,  6:00  PM  Sharp 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  Lots  1001-1640 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  of 

United  States  Gold  Coins 


Gold  Dollars  1849-1889 

Gold  dollars,  first  minted  in  1849,  were  continued  in  produc¬ 
tion  until  1889.  The  smallest  federal  gold  denomination,  these 
pieces  saw  fairly  active  use  in  commerce  in  the  earlier  years, 
particularly  from  the  inception  in  1849  through  the  beginning 
of  the  Civil  War. 

The  size  of  the  pieces  was  rated  as  inconvenient  by  many,  and 
in  1854  the  diameter  was  modified  slightly  as  was  the  design, 
creating  the  highly-prized  Type  II  motif  so  well  known  to 
collectors  today. 

As  it  turned  out,  there  were  difficulties  in  striking  the  design 
on  the  Type  II  piece,  as  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse, 
with  a  plumed  or  feathered  headdress,  was  in  fairly  high  relief, 
and  required  too  much  metal  to  flow  into  the  die  orifice  to 
bring  up  all  of  the  details.  At  the  same  time,  the  date  on  the 
reverse,  particularly  the  two  center  numerals  85,  also  required 
metal  flow  and  were  opposite  in  the  press  from  the  high-relief 
portrait.  The  result  was  that  typically  the  portrait  was  lightly 
struck  or,  more  often,  the  central  figures  of  the  date. 

Seeking  to  correct  this,  James  B.  Longacre,  who  had  de¬ 
signed  the  1849  issues  and  the  Type  II  1854,  modified  the 
design,  lowered  the  relief,  and  created  the  Type  III  which  was 
first  minted  in  1856.  This  latter  design  extended  throughout 
the  end  of  the  series. 

Early  in  the  Civil  War,  the  public  began  hoarding  gold  coins, 
and  before  many  months  of  1862  had  passed  by  on  the 
calendar,  pieces  were  no  longer  seen  in  circulation,  and  the 
Treasury  Department  stopped  paying  them  out.  Known  as  the 
suspension  of  specie  (minted  silver  and  gold  coins),  this  gov¬ 
ernment  policy  remained  in  effect  until  the  mid-1870s.  Mean¬ 
while,  gold  dollars  and  other  gold  and  silver  issues  were  struck 
but  were  not  seen  in  the  channels  of  commerce.  Instead,  they 
traded  at  a  premium  (in  terms  of  the  new  federal  “greenback" 


notes)  and  could  be  bought  from  banks  and  bullion  dealers.  In 
some  instances  it  may  have  taken,  for  example,  $125  in  United 
States  currency  to  purchase  $100  in  United  States  gold  coins. 
Such  purchases  were  made  by  importers  of  merchandise  and 
others  who  needed  gold  for  foreign  exchange  purposes. 

Curiously,  on  the  West  Coast  there  was  a  different  system  in 
effect,  and  gold  coins  did  indeed  circulate  in  1862  and  later. 
Communications  with  the  east  were  not  rapid— the  transconti¬ 
nental  railroad  not  being  in  place  until  1869.  Thus,  gold 
dollars,  quarter  eagles,  and  other  pieces  were  seen  in  circula¬ 
tion  in  San  Francisco  at  the  same  time  that  none  were  in  the 
east.  On  the  West  Coast  paper  money  did  not  circulate,  and  the 
greenback  notes  of  the  early  1860s  were  not  used  there.  In 
effect,  the  West  Coast  had  a  different  monetary  system  from 
1862  through  near  the  end  of  the  following  decade. 

Meanwhile,  gold  dollars  were  minted  continuously  from 
1849  through  1889.  The  largest  production  years  were,  as 
noted,  1849  through  the  early  Civil  War.  During  that  time 
coinage  was  accomplished  at  Philadelphia  (most  often),  Char¬ 
lotte,  Dahlonega,  and  New  Orleans.  Most  of  the  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  pieces  range  from  scarce  to  rare  today,  while  the 
New  Orleans  pieces  can  be  elusive  as  well.  The  Philadelphia 
pieces  are  for  the  most  part  plentiful. 

The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  contains  an  outstand¬ 
ing  representation  of  these  scarce  Dahlonega  and  Charlotte 
pieces,  typically  in  higher  grades  such  as  EF  and  AU.  These 
were  “workhorse”  pieces  that  circulated  extensively,  and  high- 
grade  examples  are  very  elusive  today.  Of  particular  note  are 
the  1850-C,  1852-D,  and  1854-D  issues. 

When  the  San  Francisco  Mint  opened  for  business,  gold 
dollars  were  produced  there  intermittently  through  1 870,  with 
most  coinage  occurring  in  the  1850s.  The  Alexander  Collec¬ 
tion  has  a  lustrous  AU-53  1854-S  representing  the  first  year  of 
production. 
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All  Type  II  gold  dollars  are  elusive.  The  Alexander  Collection 
has  several  memorable  pieces,  including  an  1855  (scarcer  than 
the  first  year  of  issue,  1854),  in  lovely  MS-63  grade,  lustrous  and 
attractive.  Even  more  notable  is  a  splendid  AU-50  1855-C,  the 
only  collectible  gold  dollar  of  the  Type  II  design  from  the 
Charlotte  Mint.  This  issue,  of  which  just  9,803  were  minted,  is 
extremely  elusive  in  all  grades,  but  almost  unheard  of  above  EF. 
In  the  same  category,  but  even  rarer,  is  a  truly  splendid  1855- 
D  gold  dollar,  which  had  the  remarkably  low  mintage  of  1,81 1 
coins  in  an  era  in  which  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  (gold 
dollars  were  not  collected  by  date  and  mintmark  sequence  until 
the  late  1880s  or  early  1890s).  Thus,  all  slipped  into  circulation 
unnoticed.  Only  a  few  survive  today,  of  which  the  Alexander 
Collection  piece  is  one  of  the  finest  to  have  ever  passed  under 
our  view. 

What  else  should  be  mentioned?  The  celebrated  Dahlonega 
Mint  rarities  of  several  later  years  are  at  once  important  and  in 
high  grades.  The  1856-D  in  EF-40  is  one  of  just  1,460  struck. 
The  1857-D,  graded  as  AU-50,  is  certainly  one  of  the  nicest  in 
existence  anywhere.  Quite  famous  is  the  1860-D,  which  regis¬ 
tered  a  mintage  ofjust  1 ,566  coins.  Only  a  few  dozen  are  known 
to  be  in  collections  today. 

The  classic  1875  gold  dollar  had  a  business  strike  mintage  of 
just  400  pieces,  one  of  the  lowest  to  be  registered  anywhere  in 
the  annals  of  federal  coinage.  Only  rarely  does  a  piece  cross  the 
auction  block,  and  such  a  time  is  presented  now.  Later  date 
gold  dollars  through  1889  comprise,  for  the  most  part,  low- 
mintage  dates. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1001  1849-C  Closed  Wreath.  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Hints  of 

prooflike  character  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  A  scarce  issue  this 
nicely  preserved. 

First  gold  dollar  issue  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  Closed  Wreath  reverse  as  noted,  this  be¬ 
ing  from  the  earliest  style  (later,  an  Open  Wreath  reverse  die  was  sent  to  Charlotte,  but 
apparently  only  a  few  dozen  were  made  from  it,  and  just  four  or  five  exist  today.) 

The  Charlotte  Mint  opened  in  1838  and  remained  in  service  until  1861.  Gold  dollars 
were  minted  there  from  1849  through  1859  inclusive.  Most  examples  in  collections  today 
are  significantly  lower  in  grade  than  the  AU-50  offered  here. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1002  1849-D  Open  Wreath.  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving.  Close  examination  reveals  some  tiny  rim 


bruises  and  handling  marks.  A  fine  line  can  be  seen  beneath  the 
wreath. 

First  gold  dollar  issue  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  Open  Wreath  as  on  all  this  mint  and 
year.  Low  mintage  of  21,588  coins,  all  of  which  were  put  into  circulation,  there  being 
negligible  numismatic  interest  at  the  time. 

1003  1849-0  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers,  with  warm  olive  and 
golden  brown  at  the  borders. 


Lustrous  AU  1850-C  Gold  $1 

High  Grade,  Low  Mintage 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1004  1850-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pleasing  olive-gold  toning  with  much  frosty 
lustre  noted  in  the  protected  areas.  Only  6,966  examples  were 
coined  and  probably  only  between  1%  and  2%  of  these  still  survive 
in  any  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  9  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1005  1850-D  EF-45.  Lightly  cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  brilliant.  A 
scarce  issue  that  can  be  ranked  in  the  same  class  as  the  1852-D  and 
1853-D  in  terms  of  desirability. 

Mintage  just  8,382  pieces.  The  number  known  to  survive  can  only  be  estimated,  with 
perhaps  2%  to  3%  of  the  mintage  being  a  fair  guess,  this  translating  to  somewhere  in  the 
range  of  a  couple  hundred  pieces,  give  or  take  a  few  dozen. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1006  1850-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive  with  most  design 
features  defined  to  full  advantage.  Not  easy  to  find  this  nicely  pre¬ 
served. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  1 1  finer  (MS-63  finest). 


1007  1851-C  EF-45.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  in  the  central  areas 
changes  to  golden  brown  and  violet  at  the  borders.  A  few  trivial 
handling  marks  are  noted  and  are  mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake. 

Mintage:  41,267  pieces,  far  fewer  than  Philadelphia— in  fact,  only  a  tiny  fraction  of  the 
3,317,671  from  the  latter  institution.  Undoubtedly  struck  from  Carolina  gold,  which  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  era  continued  to  provide  metal  for  the  Bechtler  private  mint  at 
Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina. 
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1008  185 1-D  EF^15.  Delicately  toned  surfaces.  A  faint  “X”  is  scratched 
into  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  face.  In-person  examination 
is  recommended  to  prospective  bidders. 

Sharply  restricted  mintage  of  just  9,882  coins,  of  which  probably  only  a  couple  hun¬ 
dred  can  be  traced  today.  Rare  in  any  and  all  condition  levels. 

1009  1852-C  EF-40.  Warm  olive-gold  iridescence.  An  above-average  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  low-mintage  gold  dollar.  Magnification  reveals  a 
trivial  lamination  flaw  on  the  reverse  rim. 

The  mintage  amounted  to  just  9,434  pieces,  sharply  reduced  from  the  preceding  year, 
and  less  than  the  year  to  follow. 


Brilliant  AU-53  1852-D  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1010  1852-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Magnification  reveals 
a  scarcely  noticeable  pin  scratch  on  the  obverse.  A  mere  6,360 
gold  dollars  were  struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint  during  the  year. 
The  opportunity  to  acquire  an  1852-D  gold  dollar  at  the  AU  level  is 
indeed  unusual.  One  of  the  many  important  opportunities  offered 
by  the  Alexander  Collection. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  11  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


1011  1852-0  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  olive  and  or¬ 
ange. 

1012  1853-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Mostly  olive-gold  iridescence  with  rosy  high¬ 
lights.  Type  I  gold  dollars  were  struck  at  the  Charlotte  Mint  for  the 
final  time  in  this  year. 

Mintage  of  just  11,515  pieces,  most  of  which  have  long  since  disappeared. 


Magnificent  1854-D  Gold  $1  Rarity 

Tiny  Mintage  of  Just  2,935  Pieces 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1015  1854-D  Type  I.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  almost  all  of 

the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  Certainly,  among  the  finest 
known  survivors  from  a  tiny  original  mintage  of  just  2,935  pieces; 
most  examples  seen  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade  range.  A  prize  cer¬ 
tain  to  highlight  any  cabinet  of  19th-century  gold  issues. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1016  1854-S  Type  I.  AU-53.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  lovely  specimen 
coined  during  the  first  year  of  operations  of  the  San  Francisco 
Mint. 

1017  1854  Type  II.  AU-55.  Partially  brilliant,  with  almost  all  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  Type  II  gold  dollars  were  struck  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  only  in  the  years  1854  and  1855,  and  conse¬ 
quently  are  eagerly  sought  by  type  collectors  as  well  as  gold  dollar 
specialists. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1013  1853-D  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant,  with  some  blushes  of  warm 
golden  brown.  Traces  of  frosty  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  A  truly  outstanding  example  of  which,  when  seen,  is 
more  apt  to  be  VF  or  EF.  AU  coins  are  indeed  rarities.  Some  tiny 
rim  marks  can  be  seen  at  2:00.  Only  6,583  gold  dollars  were  struck 
at  the  Dahlonega  Mint  during  the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  figures  for  a  Type  I  gold  dollar. 

1014  1853-0  AU-55.  Frosty  and  brilliant.  Some  die  rust  is  noted  on  the 
obverse,  a  feature  almost  certainly  attributable  to  the  humid  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  New  Orleans  location. 

Quite  possibly  struck  from  California  gold,  much  of  which  was  imported  into  the  port 
of  New  Orleans  by  steamers  traversing  the  sea  from  Aspinwall  on  the  coast  of  Panama. 


Lustrous  MS-63  1855  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1018  1855  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant,  with  just  a 
whisper  of  olive-gold.  A  nice  example  of  this  extiemely  popul.it 
three-year  design  type.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  at  the 
center  of  the  reverse,  and  a  scarcely  noticeable  line  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  cheek  was  probably  all  that  prevented  PCGS  from  assign¬ 
ing  the  MS-64  grade  designation. 

In  terms  of  quality  the  present  coin  is  undoubtedly  in  the  top  l'v  of  survivors  of  this 
date.  Little  attention  was  paid  to  saving  them  at  the  time  of  issue,  and  all  slipped  into  nr- 
culation  unnoticed. 


or> 
•  ' 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


Classic  1855-C  Gold  $1  Rarity 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1019  1855-C  AU-50.  Pale  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre 
still  surviving  on  the  reverse.  Magnification  shows  light  tooling 
marks  on  the  obverse,  most  notably  around  the  T  in  UNITED. 
Type  II  gold  dollars  were  struck  at  the  Charlotte  Mint  in  the  year 
1855  only. 

Of  the  small  number  minted,  probably  no  more  than  200  coins 
are  in  existence  today,  and  even  that  number  may  be  unduly  opti¬ 
mistic.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  “perfect”  1855-C,  as  such  pieces 
were  struck  with  rather  irregular  surfaces.  While  the  present  piece 
shows  some  light  tooling  marks  as  noted,  it  still  stands  high  and 
proud  as  one  of  the  finest  known  of  this  classic  rarity. 

Exceedingly  Important  1855-D  Gold  $1 

Brilliant  AU,  Prooflike 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1020  1855-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  hints  of  prooflike  character. 
Some  planchet  granularity  can  be  seen  at  the  center  of  the  reverse, 
presumably  as  made.  Faint  hairlines  in  the  fields  are  indicative  of  a 
light  cleaning.  A  mere  1,811  gold  dollars  were  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint  during  the  year,  by  far  the  lowest  production  fig¬ 
ure  of  the  Type  II  design  type. 

The  importance  of  the  1855-D  gold  dollar  cannot  be  overstated. 
Not  only  does  it  have  by  far  the  lowest  mintage  of  the  Type  II  de¬ 
sign,  but  its  parentage  is  from  the  highly  regarded  Dahlonega 
Mint,  and  its  rarity  is  such  that  we  would  be  hard  pressed  to  track 
down  more  than  two  or  three  dozen  different  coins  in  numismatic 
cabinets  today.  Of  these,  most  fall  far  below  the  quality  of  the 
Alexander  Collection  piece  offered  here.  A  truly  magnificent  op¬ 
portunity! 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1021  1855-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  blushes 

of  olive-gold.  Some  vertical  lines  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of 


Miss  Liberty’s  eye  and  nose. 

Scarce  and  somewhat  unappreciated  issue.  The  mintage  amounted  to  55,000  pieces, 
which  places  it  at  less  than  1/10  of  the  Philadelphia  version  of  the  same  year.  Important 
as  the  only  New  Orleans  coin  of  the  Type  II  design  and,  in  addition,  the  last  gold  dollar 
struck  at  that  mint. 

1022  1856-S  Type  II.  Breen-6045.  Doubled  S.  EF-45.  Essentially  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  A  few  tiny  rim  imperfections  are  noted,  and  some 
faint  hairlines  are  indicative  of  a  light  cleaning  long  ago.  The  “S” 
mintmark  is  boldly  doubled  on  this  specimen  (see  the  Breen  Ency¬ 
clopedia  for  a  close-up  illustration  of  the  mintmark  area). 

The  1856-S  gold  dollar  is  one  of  the  more  curious  and  interesting  pieces  in  the  series. 
All  are  of  the  Type  II  design,  introduced  in  1854,  and  obsolete  by  1856,  although  some 
24,600  were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  By  that  time  the  Philadelphia  and 
Dahlonega  mints  had  converted  to  the  new  Type  III  motif.  Further,  the  1856-S  is  the  only 
San  Francisco  gold  dollar  of  the  Type  II  format. 


1023  1856  Upright  5.  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  few  faint  hairlines 

are  noted,  and  a  reverse  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at  2:00.  The  Up¬ 
right  5  variety  is  considerably  scarcer  than  the  Slant  5  type  in  Un¬ 
circulated  grade. 

The  Upright  5  style  of  the  date  is  about  twice  as  scarce  as  the  Slanting  or  Italic  style  5. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1024  1856  Slant  5.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  tiny  mark  is  noted 
on  Liberty’s  cheek. 


Celebrated  1856-D  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged 


to  twice  actual  size) 


1025  1856-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  surfaces.  Softly  struck  at  U  in 

UNITED  as  is  typical  for  the  issue.  One  the  rarest  varieties  in  the 
gold  dollar  series.  A  mere  1,460  examples  were  issued  and  survi¬ 
vors  are  elusive  in  all  grades. 

The  total  population  of  the  1856-D  is  not  known,  but  probably  it 
is  on  the  low  side  of  30  or  40  pieces.  All  authentic  examples  show 
some  light  striking,  including  without  exception  the  weak  U  in 
UNITED  as  noted  above  (on  some  examples  the  letter  is  missing 
completely).  A  comparison  of  the  1856-D  can  be  effectively  made 
with  the  better  publicized  1860-D  and  1861-D.  For  some  reason, 
probably  “tradition,”  the  1856-D  has  been  somewhat  overlooked. 
The  “Celebrated”  in  our  title  is  more  as  it  should  be,  rather  than  as 
it  has  been. 
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( photo  enlarged,  to  twice  actual  size) 

1026  1857-C  VF-30.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  enhances  both  surfaces. 
A  scattering  of  minor  handling  marks  is  noted  and  mentioned  for 
accuracy’s  sake. 

Only  13,280  were  minted  of  these,  all  in  such  a  fashion  that  authentic  specimens  are 
always  irregular.  Writing  in  1975,  David  W.  Akers  said  “Even  the  best  available  speci¬ 
mens  look  terrible  and  are  very  difficult  to  grade.”  This  is  a  combination  of  poor 
planchets  being  used  and  sloppy  striking  procedures.  Apparently,  there  was  virtually  no 
quality  oversight  at  the  Charlotte  Mint  at  the  time.  Of  course,  to  the  numismatist  this 
translates  into  a  very  interesting  situation,  as  often  in  numismatics,  the  more  crude  or  rus¬ 
tic  a  coin  is,  the  better— in  contrast  to  the  look-alike  high-speed  machine  struck  coinage  of 
later  decades.  The  Alexander  Collection  coin  certainly  stands  proud  among  the  pieces 
offered  at  auction  in  our  generation. 


Seldom  Seen  1858-D  Gold  Dollar 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1029  1858-D  EF-40.  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  A  few  shallow 

lamination  flaws  can  be  seen  as  is  typical  of  the  era,  and  a  scarcely 
noticeable  line  is  present  beneath  Miss  Liberty’s  bust.  Only  3,477 
gold  dollars  were  struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint  during  the  year, 
one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  of  the  decade. 

Repeating  a  familiar  refrain,  the  1858-D  is  not  often  seen  in  any  grades,  and  when  it  is 
seen  it  is  apt  to  be  at  lower  levels.  The  present  EF-40  is  certainly  above  average. 


Lovely  AU-50  1857-D  Gold  $1 

Exceptional  Quality 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1027  1857-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  a  touch  of  striking 
softness  noted  on  the  high  points  as  made.  Only  3,533  gold  dollars 
were  struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint  in  1857.  Worth  a  generous  bid 
from  the  numismatist  who  desires  aesthetically  appealing  pieces. 

The  1857-D  is  a  true  “sleeper.”  Very  few  actually  exist,  and  those 
that  do  are  apt  to  be  in  lower  condition  than  the  Alexander  Collec¬ 
tion  piece  offered  here.  Somewhat  like  the  1856-D,  the  1857-D  is  a 
piece  which  has  not  had  its  due. 


1028  1857-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of  prooflike 

character  around  the  letters  and  numerals.  Some  light  scratches 
on  the  obverse  prompt  us  to  suggest  in-person  examination  to  pro¬ 
spective  bidders. 

The  mintage  was  an  even  10,000  pieces,  all  or  nearly  all  of  which  went  into  circulation, 
there  being  no  numismatic  interest  in  such  coins  at  the  time.  Today,  the  typical  piece  is 
in  the  VF  or  EF  level,  quite  like  the  coin  offered  here. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1030  1858-S  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  essentially  brilliant,  with  most  of 
the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  Nice  eye  appeal 
for  the  grade. 

The  mintage  for  this  issue  is  10,000  pieces,  the  same  as  for  1857-S.  Like  the  1857-S, 
examples  of  1858-S  were  pressed  into  commercial  service  in  an  era  in  which  high  de¬ 
nomination  gold  coins  such  as  $5,  $10,  and  $20  (plus  an  occasional  $50  leftover  from 
earlier  in  the  decade)  were  seen  often  enough,  but  in  which  coins  of  lower  values  were 
scarce.  When  encountered  today,  the  typical  1858-S  is  apt  to  be  in  VF  grade.  EF  coins  are 
notably  scarcer,  and  in  AU,  it  is  rare. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1031  1859-C  EF-45.  Essentially  brilliant  with  traces  of  satiny  lustre  in  the 

protected  areas.  A  few  minor  rim  irregularities  are  noted.  Only 
5,235  examples  were  coined.  Survivors  are  probably  Rarity-5  in  El 
and  higher  grades. 

This  issue  represents  the  swan  song  of  gold  dollar  coinage  at  the  Charlotte  Mint.  As  is 
true  of  its  contemporaries  in  the  Type  III  design  from  this  particulat  mintage  source,  all 
authentic  1859-C  pieces  are  somewhat  irregular  in  appearance.  Again  we  quote  our 
friend  David  Akers,  who  comments  in  part:  “Along  with  the  1857-C,  the  1859-C  ranks  as 
the  most  consistently  poorly  struck  gold  dollar.  The  quality  of  the  planchets  was  also  re¬ 
markably  bad,  and  as  a  result  an  1859-C  gold  dollar,  even  one  in  high  grade,  always  has  a 
relatively  unattractive  appearance." 

Of  course,  the  preceding  is  hardly  a  "sales  talk  for  the  1859-C,  but,  as  noted  eailiei. 
rusticity  does  have  its  place  in  numismatics,  often  adds  an  extra  dimension  of  interest, 
and  such  explanations  clarify  why  the  present  1859-C-along  with  all  others-is  not  as 
sharp  and  well  detailed  as  its  cousins  from  the  Philadelphia  or  San  Francisco  mints 
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( photo  enlarged,  to  twice  actual  size) 

1032  1859-D  EF-40.  Uniform  olive-gold  iridescence  enhances  both  sur¬ 

faces.  Only  4,952  examples  were  produced,  which,  amazingly,  is 
the  highest  mintage  of  any  Type  III  Dahlonega  dollar. 

The  1859-D  gold  dollar  is,  of  course,  eminendy  desirable  due  to  its  provenance  from 
this  popular  mintage  institution,  its  low  production  figure,  and  its  position  in  the  gold 
dollar  series.  However,  among  Dahlonega  Mint  gold  dollars  of  this  era,  die  1859-D  turns 
up  more  often  than  do  the  others.  Still,  on  an  absolute  basis  such  coins  are  rare,  and 
probably  no  more  than  about  100  to  150  survive  today  in  a  combination  of  grades,  this 
being  based  upon  a  2%  to  3%  survival  rauo. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1033  1859-S  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  blushes  of  pale 
olive-gold.  Much  satiny  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  Al¬ 
though  offered  with  some  frequency  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade  range, 
pieces  grading  AU  or  better  are  difficult  to  find. 

The  mintage  figure  posted  for  the  1859-S  is  15,000  coins,  a  bit  more  than  the  issues 
immediately  preceding  and  following  it,  but  not  enough  to  make  the  piece  easy  to  find. 
The  typical  1859-S  is  apt  to  be  well  worn. 


Impressive  EF-45  1860-D  Gold  $1 

Famous  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1034  1860-D  EF-45.  Fully  brilliant,  albeit  possibly  unnatural  surfaces. 
The  devices  are  satiny  for  the  grade  and  the  fields  exhibit  consider¬ 
able  prooflike  character.  Close  examination  reveals  three  tiny  rim 
marks  on  the  reverse.  Only  1,566  examples  were  struck,  and  survi¬ 
vors  are  elusive  in  all  grades. 

In  the  annals  of  gold  dollars  the  1860-D  is  in  the  front  rank.  For  many  years  this  issue 
has  been  well  publicized  and  highly  prized,  even  though  some  pieces  (such  as  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  1856-D)  are  a  bit  more  elusive. 

The  1860-D  is  a  close  cousin  to  the  1861-D  in  appearance,  inasmuch  as  authentic  ex¬ 
amples  of  both  issues  have  a  weak  U  in  UNITED.  The  number  of  surviving  examples  of 
1860-D  is  not  known,  and  if  one  applies  the  2%  or  3%  conservation  ratio,  a  population  of 
30  to  45  pieces  springs  up.  However,  the  actual  number  in  numismatic  hands  is  a  bit 
more  than  that,  certainly  closer  to  the  100  mark,  possibly  reflecting  that  in  the  parlous 
and  uncertain  days  of  1860  in  the  South,  when  the  seeds  of  the  Civil  War  were  being 
sown,  more  of  these  may  have  been  saved  as  “hard  money”  and  as  a  hedge  against  contin¬ 
gencies.  Alternatively,  the  mintage  figure  may  be  incorrect.  We  are  not  aware  of  any 
hoard  or  group,  so  that  possibility  can  be  quickly  discarded. 
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1860-S  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  AU-50.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant. 
Some  scuffing  below  Miss  Liberty’s  bust  truncation  accounts  for 
the  assigned  net  grade. 

The  mintage  amounted  to  13,000  pieces,  again  for  circulation,  where  such  pieces  saw 
hard  use. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1863  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago  and  still  mostly  brilliant, 
with  tinges  of  golden  brown  at  the  obverse  border.  By  all  appear¬ 
ances  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollar  of  the  Civil  War 
era  in  AU-50  and  higher  grades. 

The  business  strike  mintage  of  the  1863  gold  dollar  amounted  to  6,200  pieces.  At  the 
time  the  Treasury  Department  was  not  paying  out  gold  dollars,  and  such  pieces  did  not 
circulate.  Instead,  they  accumulated  in  Treasury  vaults  and  were  available  only  by  paying 
a  premium  (in  terms  of  “greenback"  notes).  The  coins  that  did  circulate  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  shipped  out  of  the  country  in  payment  for  commercial  transactions,  as  very  few  for¬ 
eign  vendors  wanted  payment  in  anything  other  than  gold  or  silver. 

In  terms  of  availability,  1863  is  even  scarcer  than  the  low  mintage  suggests,  and  is  far 
rarer  than,  for  example,  the  later  1880  (of  which  1,600  were  made).  This  illustrates  that 
mintage  figures  can  be  a  guide,  but  not  the  final  answer,  as  much  as  distribution  must 
be  factored.  Years  ago  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.’s  cataloguing  of  New  Netherlands  auctions  would 
often  allow  for  space  in  the  catalogue  to  dwell  upon  coins  that  had  aif  anusual  aspect,  not 
readily  recognizable  from  standard  text.  In  the  spirit  of  long  ago — and  we  remember  well 
attending  these  sales  in  the  1950s  and  early  1960s— the  present  1863  gold  dollar,  truly  a 
“sleeper,”  is  recommended  to  knowing  buyers  for  their  close,  careful  consideration,  al¬ 
though  any  number  of  pieces  in  the  present  catalogue  will  sell  for  much  more  money. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1864  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre 
still  surviving.  Some  minor  field  hairlines  are  not  unusual  for  the 
grade.  Only  5,950  gold  dollars  were  coined  during  the  year. 

The  1864  gold  dollar  is  a  bit  more  available  than  the  1863,  but  in  absolute  terms  it  re¬ 
mains  rare,  and  probably  fewer  than  150  business  strikes  exist.  Again,  this  piece  repre¬ 
sents  an  opportunity  for  the  aware  buyer,  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money." 


1865  AU-50.  Ex  jewelry.  Attractive  overall,  but  with  some  scattered 
marks.  Only  3,725  examples  were  coined,  the  lowest  mintage  fig¬ 
ure  of  any  Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollar  produced  during  the  de¬ 
cade. 

1866  AU-50.  Lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pink. 
A  scratch  is  noted  in  the  field  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  head;  some¬ 
thing  which  prompts  us  to  recommend  in-person  examination  to 
prospective  bidders. 

Business  strike  mintage  was  just  7,100,  again  in  an  era  in  which  pieces  did  not  circu¬ 
late,  were  available  only  for  a  premium  in  terms  of  U.S.  currency,  and  most  were  either 
melted  or  exported.  Today,  probably  fewer  than  150  exist  in  all  grades.  Every  once  in  a 
while  we  hear  a  client  say  that  in  the  spectrum  of  numismatics  “everything  is  high  priced" 
and  there  are  few  bargains  to  be  had.  Of  course,  the  same  sentiment  is  echoed  through¬ 
out  the  years,  no  matter  what  the  market  levels  may  be.  Germane  to  the  present  offering, 
gold  dollars  of  the  1860s  list  in  the  hundreds  of  dollars  in  VF,  EF,  and  AU  grades  in 
popular  market  guides,  and  yet  are  exceedingly  rare.  Opportunities  abound. 
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( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1040  1867  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  A  popular  variety  having  a 
mintage  of  just  5,250  pieces. 

The  1867  seems  to  be  a  bit  scarcer  than  even  its  low  mintage  would  suggest,  and  quite 
possibly  the  number  of  surviving  business  strikes  is  only  around  100  or  so.  Again,  here  is 
an  opportunity. 

1041  1868  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  ample  prooflike  character  still 
surviving  in  the  fields.  Some  hairline  marks  can  be  seen  on  the 
obverse. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1042  1870  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  having  sharp  satiny  devices 
and  prooflike  fields.  Only  6,335  gold  dollars  were  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  during  the  year. 

True  Mint  State  pieces  such  as  this  are  quite  elusive,  and  probably  no  more  than  three 
dozen  or  so  exist.  The  distribution  of  the  1870  gold  dollar  is  not  recorded,  but,  some¬ 
how,  more  Mint  State  pieces  of  this  year  were  saved  than  were  any  of  the  years  1863-1868 
inclusive.  Perhaps  a  small  cache,  unrecorded  today,  of  Mint  State  coins  turned  up  gen¬ 
erations  ago. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1043  1870-S  EF-40.  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  Wisps  of  mint 
frost  are  noted  around  the  letters  and  numerals.  A  mere  3,000 
specimens  were  coined,  the  lowest  production  figure  of  any  San 
Francisco  Mint  gold  dollar  issue. 

The  1870-S  is  quite  storied  in  the  numismatic  literature.  It  is  said  that  3,000  were 
minted,  and  this  may  be  the  truth,  but  it  has  also  been  suggested  that  1,000  of  these  may 
have  been  minted  from  dies  in  which  the  S  mintmark  was  inadvertently  omitted;  if  so, 
the  mintage  is  reduced  to  2,000  pieces.  In  any  event,  although  the  1870-S  does  not  rank 
as  one  of  the  front-row  rarities  in  the  gold  dollar  series,  it  stands  as  the  final  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint  issue  (and  the  first  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  since  1860),  a  low-mintage  piece, 
and  a  variety  which  is  certainly  elusive.  Even  going  back  to  the  days  of  B.  Max  Mehl, 
whenever  an  1870-S  gold  dollar  came  up  for  auction  it  was  worthy  of  a  special  mention. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1044  1871  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  prooflike.  An  attractive  survivor  from  a 
tiny  original  mintage  of  just  3,930  pieces. 

The  conservation  ratio  for  gold  dollars  rises  in  the  1870s  as  compared  to  the  mid- 
1860s,  and  possibly  somewhere  between  150  and  250  pieces  exist.  So,  on  an  absolute 
basis  this  is  indeed  rare.  For  purposes  of  comparison,  it's  at  least  twice  as  rare  as  the  fa¬ 
mous  1895  Morgan  dollar  (an  example  of  which  in  EF  grade  would  test  the  $10,000 
mark). 


1045  1872  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  much  prooflike  character  still 
surviving.  A  tiny  reverse  rim  mark  at  2:00  is  mentioned  more  for 
purposes  of  identification  than  for  any  other  reason. 

The  1872  was  struck  to  the  extent  of  3,530  pieces  and  is  a  bit  scarcer  than  the  forego¬ 
ing,  even  more  than  the  mintage  difference  indicates.  Again,  the  bidder  is  confronted 
with  a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1046  1873  Closed  3.  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and 
the  fields  exhibit  traces  of  mirror  surface  around  the  design  ele¬ 
ments.  The  1873  Closed  3  ranks  among  the  scarcest  gold  dollar 
varieties  of  the  post  Civil  War  era.  Only  1,825  examples  were 
coined. 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  1,825  pieces  were  coined,  and  divided  into  25  Proofs  and 
1,800  business  strikes,  we  have  no  independent  verification  of  this,  and  suspect  that  this 
figure  employs  a  measure  of  guesswork  and  that  the  actual  quantity  may  be  a  bit  higher. 
Nevertheless,  the  1873  Closed  3  is  much,  much  rarer  than  the  1873  Open  3.  Examples 
come  on  the  market  only  at  widely  spaced  intervals.  The  present  piece  is  a  “find”  for  the 
gold  dollar  specialist. 

Classic  1875  Gold  $1  Rarity 

Mintage:  Just  420 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1047  1875  EF-45.  Brilliant  and  quite  attractive  overall,  but  with  a  scatter¬ 

ing  of  marks.  An  important  key  issue  in  the  gold  dollar  series,  with 
a  tiny  original  mintage  of  just  420  pieces  (400  business  strikes  plus 
20  Proofs),  by  far  the  lowest  production  figure  of  any  gold  dollar 
variety  coined  subsequent  to  1861. 
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Of  the  400  business  strikes  coined,  it  is  apparent  that  most  went  into  circulation  in  an 
era  in  which  very  few  people  collected  gold  dollars.  Those  who  did  simply  ordered 
Proofs.  Business  strikes  were  virtually  completely  overlooked.  How  many  exist  today 
from  the  400  mintage?  The  number  is  not  known,  but  we  suspect  that  it  is  no  more  than 
25  to  40.  The  appearance  of  an  1875  gold  dollar  in  any  grade  has  always  been  a  cause  for 
numismatic  excitement,  representing  as  it  does  the  key  issue  in  the  series  after  the  Civil 
War  and,  indeed,  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  of  all  United  States  federal  coins  from  1793 
to  the  present  time. 

1048  1876  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  prooflike.  A  popular  centennial  year  is¬ 
sue  having  a  mintage  of  just  3,245  pieces.  The  reverse  has  faint 
adjustment  marks,  a  very  unusual  feature  for  any  U.S.  gold  coin  of 
the  era. 

Today  business  strike  examples  of  the  1876  are  elusive.  Probably  only  about  5%  of  the 
original  mintage  still  exist. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1049  1877  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  attractively  toned  in  intermingled 
shades  of  olive-gold  and  orange.  Only  3,920  gold  dollars  were 
coined  during  the  year. 

The  1877  gold  dollar  probably  has  a  conservation  ratio  of  somewhere  between  5%  and 
10%,  a  bit  more  than  the  1876,  and  far  more,  proportionately,  than  the  issues  of  the  mid- 
1860s.  By  this  time  numismatic  awareness  was  increasing,  but  it  would  not  start  in  a  large 
way  until  1879  (see  later  note).  Probably  the  number  of  survivors  is  somewhere  in  the 
200  to  300  range  or  so.  The  present  AU-55  coin  is  indeed  a  beauty. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1050  1878  AU-55,  prooflike.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  satiny 
and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective.  The  1878  has  one  of  the  lowest 
mintages  of  the  era,  just  3,020  pieces. 

The  1878  has  always  been  highly  prized  and  seems  to  have  been  saved  in  far  fewer 
numbers  than  the  1877.  Again,  the  conservation  ratio  seems  to  bounce  around  a  bit.  We 
suggest  that  perhaps  100  to  150  are  known.  As  the  1878  is  not  generally  recognized  as  a 
rare  date,  here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  bidder. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1051  1879  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  A  few  trivial  rim  marks  can  be 

seen  and  are  mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake.  A  mere  3,030  gold 
dollars  were  coined  in  1879. 

Beginning  in  1879  there  was  a  popular  speculation  in  saving  gold  dollars.  Quite  a  few 
citizens  ordered  these  through  banks,  and  set  them  aside.  Because  of  this,  the  conserva¬ 
tion  ratio  for  gold  dollars  for  1879  through  1889  inclusive  is  higher  than  for  earlier  years 


of  the  design  type.  In  the  forthcoming  book,  working  title  American  Coin  Hoards  and  Trea¬ 
sures,  by  Q.  David  Bowers  (Michael  J.  Hodder,  research  associate),  a  section  will  be  de¬ 
voted  to  the  public  interest  in  gold  dollars  beginning  in  the  1879  year. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1052  1880  MS-60,  prooflike.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
frosty  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective.  A  mere  1,636  gold  dollars 
were  coined  in  1880,  the  lowest  production  figure  of  any  date  in 
the  series  subsequent  to  1875. 

1053  1882  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some 
wisps  of  vivid  pink. 

1054  1885  MS-60.  Fully  brilliant.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with 
the  reflective  fields.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 

1055  1886  MS-60,  prooflike.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  A  popular  date  hav¬ 
ing  a  mintage  of  just  6,016  pieces. 

'  V 

1056  1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  a  copper 
toning  spot  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress.  Only 
7,500  business  strikes  were  minted. 

1057  1889  AU-55.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  enhances  both  surfaces. 
Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  design  type. 

Quarter  Eagles  1796-1929 

Gold  quarter  eagles  were  first  struck  in  1796,  and  during  the 
early  years  mintage  was  accomplished  intermittently  through 
1834.  The  focus  of  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  is  on 
the  later  issues,  the  Classic  Head  (beginning  in  1834),  Liberty 
Head  (1840-1907),  and  Indian  Head  (1908-1929)  series.  How¬ 
ever,  a  rare  1804  with  14  reverse  stars  begins  the  series  in  the 
present  catalogue  and  is  worthy  of  notice. 

The  aforementioned  Classic  Head  made  its  debut  in  1834 
following  the  Coinage  Act  ofjune  28,  1834,  which  was  imple¬ 
mented  on  August  2  of  that  year.  By  this  time  the  price  of  gold 
bullion  had  risen  considerably  on  the  international  markets, 
and  earlier-dated  United  States  gold  coins  of  all  denominations 
did  not  circulate  effectively,  as  they  were  gathered  up  by 
bankers,  brokers,  and  others  who  melted  or  exported  them. 
After  August  2,  1834,  the  reduced-weight  pieces,  sometimes 
known  as  “new  tenor”  coins,  again  were  seen  in  the  channels  of 
commerce.  The  change  was  marked  by  the  creation  of  a  new 
design,  known  today  as  the  Classic  Head,  by  Chief  Engraver 
William  Kneass.  Pieces  of  this  style  were  made  from  late 
summer  1834  through  and  including  1839.  The  Alexander 
Collection  comprises  a  very  attractive  run  of  these  including 
the  seldom-seen  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  pieces  toward  the 
end  of  the  type,  not  to  overlook  the  1 839-0,  being  the  first  gold 


30 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


issue  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  (which  opened  in  1838). 

Liberty  Head  quarter  eagles  were  first  minted  in  1840,  and 
by  1907  had  broken  the  record  for  the  longest  continuous  use 
[of  an  American  coin  motif,  obverse  and  reverse,  without  major 
[change.  Within  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  are  many 
| illustrious  pieces  including  the  highly  prized  Charlotte  and 
|  Dahlonega  coins  made  in  the  1 840s  and  1 850s  from  gold  mined 
from  the  streams  and  hills  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia.  All 
of  these  are  difficult  to  find  today,  and  high-quality  pieces— 
Extremely  Fine  or  better— are  especially  admired. 

Among  early  issues  of  this  type  is  the  1848  CAL.,  the  first 
[American  gold  coin.  Toward  the  end  of  1848  the  Eastern 
[papers  were  all  astir  about  the  news  of  gold  discoveries  in 
!  California.  Although  the  excitement  had  begun  earlier  in  the 
lyear,  these  were  the  days  in  which  transportation  was  slow,  and 
mews  took  a  long  time  to  travel.  In  addition,  it  was  very  difficult 
i  to  separate  rumors  from  facts.  Gold  was  shipped  from  Califor¬ 
nia  to  the  federal  government  at  the  end  of  1848,  and  to 
( provide  a  souvenir  for  people  desiring  to  obtain  same,  and  also 
I  to  act  as  a  confirmation  of  sorts  that  the  gold  discoveries  were, 
indeed,  real,  a  small  number  of  pieces  were  made  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  counterstamped  on  the  reverse  CAL.  to 
signify  they  were  made  from  bullion  from  this  area. 

As  noted  under  gold  dollars,  after  the  beginning  of  the  Civil 
far,  gold  coins  did  not  circulate  in  the  Eastern  areas.  As  a 
(result,  pieces  minted  gradually  disappeared  into  melting  caul- 

1  Irons  or  were  exported.  Mintages  during  this  span  were  fairly 
ow  for  many  issues,  through  the  1870s.  As  a  result,  most 
Philadelphia  Mint  coins  are  very  elusive.  San  Francisco  pieces 
ended  to  be  made  in  larger  quantities,  but  as  these  did  indeed 
irculate,  they  rapidly  became  worn,  and  high-grade  pieces  are 
uch  scarcer  than  the  mintages  indicate. 

From  the  1880s  through  1907,  production  of  quarter  eagles 
^vas  limited  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  This  series  is  eminently 
zollectible  and  affordable  today,  although  there  are  some 
zhallenges,  such  as  the  year  1894— of  which  just  4,122  were 
minted— and  for  which  the  Alexander  Collection  has  a  choice 
Vlint  State  piece. 

Indian  Head  quarter  eagles,  designed  by  Bela  Lyon  Pratt, 
successor  to  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  in  the  American  coinage 
redesign  project,  first  came  on  the  American  scene  in  1908. 
Unlike  the  Saint-Gaudens  $  10  and  $20  the  preceding  year,  both 
pf  which  were  widely  heralded  in  the  press,  the  Pratt  coinage 
was  virtually  unnoticed  and  caught  collectors  by  surprise. 
These  were  made  in  the  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle  format  and 
were  quite  unusual  in  terms  of  American  coinage,  in  that  the 
highest  part  of  the  coin  was  the  field  or  flat  surface,  while  the 
designs  were  incise  or  incuse— just  the  opposite  of  most  series. 
[For  the  first  time  on  an  American  coin  the  Indian  motif  was 
imore  or  less  a  correct  depiction  of  a  Native  American.  Earlier 
pieces  such  as  Longacre’s  Indian  Head  cent  (made  in  pattern 
form  in  1858  and  in  business  strike  form  from  1859  through 
P  909)  and  Saint-Gaudens  $  1 0  of  1 907,  were  stylized  pictures  of 
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a  lady,  Miss  Liberty,  wearing  an  Indian  war  bonnet.  It  should 
be  noted,  however,  that  elsewhere  in  numismatics  there  were 
some  better  depictions  such  as  Chief  Onapapa  on  the  beautiful 
$5  Silver  Certificate  Note  Series  of  1901.  Similarly,  the  depic¬ 
tion  of  the  Standing  Indian  on  the  Massachusetts  copper 
coinage  of  1787-1 788  was  fairly  realistic.  Other  examples  could 
be  cited. 


Scarce  1804  Quarter  Eagle 

14-Star  Reverse 


1058  1804  Breen-1.  14  Reverse  Stars.  F-12.  Rarity-4.  Pale  olive-gold  ton¬ 
ing.  Once  mounted  at  the  edge  at  12:00  with  respect  to  the  ob¬ 
verse.  A  scarce  date  having  a  mintage  of  just  3,327  pieces.  We  esti¬ 
mate  that  a  mere  100  to  200  examples  of  the  die  combination  have 
•  survived  to  the  present  time.  Interestingly,  this  identical  reverse 
die  was  also  used  to  strike  Draped  Bust  dimes. 

An  extensive  commentary  concerning  the  identity  of  dime  and  quarter  eagle  reverse 
dies  of  this  era  can  be  found  in  our  May  1996  catalogue  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
Collection. 


1059  1834  B-6140.  Classic  Head.  Large  Head.  AU-50.  Traces  of  frosty 
lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade.  Coined  during  the  first  year  of  the  design  type. 

Two  different  device  puncheons  were  used  to  prepare  Classic  Head  obverse  dies  in 
1834.  These  are  designated  as  the  “Small  Head"  and  “Large  Head"  by  Walter  Breen  in 
his  Encyclopedia.  The  easiest  way  of  distinguishing  between  them  is  to  examine  the  cleft 
between  the  first  two  waves  of  hair  on  top  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head.  On  the  “Small  Head" 
type,  the  cleft  is  very  shallow,  whereas  on  the  “Large  Head"  the  cleft  is  deep,  reaching  to 
Miss  Liberty's  head  band. 


1060  1835  B-6141.  AU-55.  An  attractive  example  having  frosty  devices 
and  satiny  fields.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  can  be  seen  on  the 
high  points  of  the  designs  as  made.  A  nice  candidate  for  inclusion 
in  an  outstanding  19th-century  type  set. 

1061  1836  B-6143.  Head  of  1835.  AU-50.  Delicate  olive  iridescence. 
Magnification  reveals  two  scarcely  noticeable  hairline  scratches, 
but  these  don’t  measurably  detract  from  the  overall  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  Three  different  device  puncheons  were  used  to  produce 
1836  quarter  eagle  obverse  dies,  referred  to  as  the  “Head  of  1834, 
“Head  of  1835,”  and  “Head  of  1837.”  On  the  “Head  of  1835”  ob¬ 
verse,  Miss  Liberty’s  forelock  is  very  close  to  the  sixth  star. 

1062  1836  B-6144.  Head  of  1837.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
satiny  lustre  noted  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  On  the 
“Head  of  1837”  type,  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  sweeps  back  directly  from 
the  front  of  her  headband  with  the  result  that  there  are  only  four 
curls  on  top  of  her  head  rather  than  five  as  seen  on  most  (.lassie 
Head  varieties. 

1063  1837  B-6145.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces,  with  some 
blushes  of  orange-gold  and  pink.  V  ery  pleasing  from  an  aesthetic 
perspective. 
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1064  1838  B-6146.  EF-45.  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence  enhances  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse. 


1065  1838-C  Repunched  Mintmark.  Net  EF-40.  Olive-gold  toning. 
Struck  on  an  imperfect  planchet  having  minor  lamination  flaws. 
Some  dark  porous  oxidation  is  present  at  ER  in  AMERICA  as  illus¬ 
trated.  Coined  during  the  first  year  of  operations  at  the  Charlotte 
Mint.  The  mintage  of  7,880  examples  is  the  lowest  production  fig¬ 
ure  of  the  Classic  Head  design  type. 

Following  efforts  begun  in  1835,  the  Charlotte  Mint  opened  for  business  in  1838,  the 
same  year  that  the  doors  swung  open  on  two  other  branch  mints,  the  Dahlonega  and 
New  Orleans  facilities.  The  purpose  of  the  Charlotte  Mint  was  to  provide  a  close  facility 
whereby  gold  found  in  the  Carolinas  could  be  minted  without  the  danger  of  shipping  it 
to  Philadelphia,  having  coins  struck  there  and  returning  them  to  North  Carolina.  The 
Charlotte  Mint  remained  in  operation  until  1861. 

Today  the  1838-C  is  recognized  not  only  as  the  lowest  mintage  issue  of  William 
Kneass'  “Classic  Head”  style,  but,  perhaps  logically,  the  rarest  as  well.  Relatively  few  have 
appeared  in  sales  over  the  years,  and  when  they  have,  the  grade  is  apt  to  be  lower  than 
that  offered  in  the  Alexander  Collection. 

1066  1839  B-6148.  VF-30.  Uniform  olive-gold  toning.  Coined  during  the 
final  year  of  the  Classic  Head  design  type. 

1067  1839-C  Repunched  39  in  Date.  F-15.  Warm  olive-gold  toning.  The 
repunching  of  the  date  numerals  is  quite  prominent  on  this  ex¬ 
ample. 

1068  1839-D  F-15.  A  tiny  lamination  flaw  by  R  in  AMERICA  should  en¬ 
able  the  next  owner  to  identify  this  piece  at  any  point  in  the  future. 
Notable  as  the  only  Classic  Head  quarter  eagle  issue  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint. 


1069  1839-0  B-6153.  Close  Fraction.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces 
with  wisps  of  satiny  lustre  surviving  around  the  stars,  letters,  and 
numerals.  The  dies  are  aligned  at  360°,  rather  than  180°  as  is  usu¬ 
ally  seen  on  U.S.  coins.  Notable  as  the  first  quarter  eagle  issue 
struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 


1070  1840  VF-30.  First  of  the  Liberty  Head  or  Coronet  style,  a  motif  that 
would  be  continued  uninterrupted  until  1907. 


High-Grade  1840-0  $2.50 


1072  1840-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  toning  on  frosty  surfaces. 
Somewhat  softly  struck  on  the  high  points  as  is  typical  for  the  is¬ 
sue.  Close  examination  reveals  a  few  trivial  handling  marks  on  the 
obverse.  Scarce  in  all  grades  and  rare  above  the  EF  level. 

PCGS:  3;  5  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


1073  184 1-C  EF-40.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre 
can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas  on  both  surfaces.  A  few  tiny  rim 
marks  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse;  the  most  prominent  being  at 
5:00.  It  is  doubtful  that  as  many  as  75  survivors  grading  EF  or  bet¬ 
ter  could  be  accounted  for  today. 


Desirable  EF-45  1841-D  $2.50 

-♦ 


1074  1841-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  Quite  sharply  struck  overall,  with  a  delicate 
nuance  of  green-gold  iridescence.  Satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  around 
the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  A  shallow  lamination  flaw  is 
present  by  the  first  S  in  STATES,  and  a  pair  of  tiny  nicks  are  noted 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  neck.  From  a  small  mintage  of  just 
4,164  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  6  finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Dahlonega  Mint  and  Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagles  of  this  era  are  scarcer  than  half 
eagles,  probably  because  the  half  eagle  denomination  offered  a  more  convenient 
method  of  converting  gold  to  coin  with  less  effort.  Today,  all  Dahlonega  Mint  pieces  are 
considered  rarities,  some  more  than  others. 


1075  1842  VF-30.  Olive-gold  toning.  The  surfaces  have  been  lightly 
brushed.  Only  2,823  quarter  eagles  were  coined  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  during  the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  of 
the  design  type. 


1071  1840-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre 

can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Although 
12,822  were  originally  minted,  probably  no  more  than  75  still  sur¬ 
vive  in  EF  or  higher  grades. 


Exceptional  AU-50  1842-C  $2.50 


1076  1842-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces,  with  much 
original  mint  frost  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  A  tiny  obverse  rim 
mark  is  noted  at  10:00.  The  1842-C  is  scarce  in  all  grades  and  genu- 
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inely  rare  in  AU  condition.  The  presendy  offered  example  ranks 
among  the  finest  ever  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2  finer  (MS-60  finest). 


1077  1842-D  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  scattering  of  handling 
marks  (some  quite  conspicuous).  A  lamination  flaw  can  be  seen  at 
the  bottom  of  the  obverse.  The  1842-D  is  an  elusive  issue  which 
typically  crosses  the  auction  block  just  two  or  three  times  per  year. 
Possibly  a  Rarity-6  item  above  the  VF  grade  level. 

1078  1842-0  VF-30.  Attractively  toned  in  intermingled  olive-gold  and 
saffron  hues.  A  few  tiny  rim  marks  are  noted. 

1079  1843  AU-58  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the 
fields  are  nicely  reflective.  Most  examples  of  this  date  are  in  the  VF 
to  EF  grade  range. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  6  finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Rare  AU-55  1843-C  $2.50 


Large  Date  Variety 


1080  1843-C  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Delicate  olive-gold  toning. 
The  devices  are  frosty,  and  traces  of  prooflike  character  can  be 
seen  in  the  fields.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  on  the  high 
points  of  the  designs  as  made,  and  there  are  a  few  minor  rim  flaws. 
Although  the  1843-C  is  seen  with  some  regularity  in  the  VF  to  EF 
range,  AU  examples  are  rare;  indeed,  the  presently  offered  speci¬ 
men  is  among  the  finest  we’ve  seen  in  recent  years.  In  our  sale  of 
the  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  gold  coins,  1982,  the  1843-C  of 
this  variety  was  graded  AU-50. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


1081  1843-D  Large  D  Mintmark.  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much 
satiny  lustre  still  surviving.  Some  tiny  rim  bruises  are  noted  and 
mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake.  Evidently  dipped  in  the  past.  Listed 
as  very  rare  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia. 

Although  mintmark  sizes  vary,  all  1843-D  quarter  eagles  have  the  Small  Date  style  nu¬ 
merals. 

1082  1843-0  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  AU-55.  A  lovely  example  of  the  vari¬ 
ety  having  frosty  devices  and  nicely  reflective  fields.  A  touch  of 
striking  softness  is  noted  on  the  eagle’s  right  thigh  (viewer’s  left), 
and  a  splash  of  orange  toning  can  be  seen  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s 
neck. 


1083  1843-0  Large  Date,  Plain  4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
some  hints  of  saffron  iridescence.  The  1843-0  Large  Date  is  con¬ 
siderably  scarcer  than  the  Small  Date  variety.  Worth  a  generous 
bid  from  the  alert  specialist. 


1084  1844  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces,  with  some  blushes  of  darker 
golden  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Only  6,784  examples  were 
coined,  and  survivors  are  elusive  in  all  grades. 


Attractive  AU-50  1844-C  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1085  1844-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant.  Much  original  mint  lustre 
can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  Outstanding  both  technically  and  aes¬ 
thetically.  The  1844-C  ranks  as  an  important  condition  rarity  in 
AU  and  higher  grades. 

The  Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagles  of  this  era  are  all  rare,  some  more  than  others.  At 
the  AU  level  such  coins  are  especially  desired.  The  typical  grade  for  a  Charlotte  quarter 
eagle  of  this  era  is  VF,  and  even  an  EF  coin  would  rank  as  being  important. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  6  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1086  1844-D  EF-45.  Olive-gold  surfaces,  with  much  frosty  lustre  surviv¬ 

ing  around  the  design  elements.  A  tiny  reverse  rim  nick  is  noted  at 
7:00.  An  above  average  example  of  this  highly  prized  variety. 


1087  1845  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant.  Wisps  of  prooflike  surface  can  be 

seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 


1088  1845-D  EF-45.  Olive-gold  surfaces  with  traces  of  original  mint  lus¬ 

tre.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  can  be  seen  on  the  high  points  <4 
the  designs.  Scarce  and  desirable  in  all  grades. 
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1089 


1845-0  Former  Rarity 


1845-0  VF-30  to  40.  Warm  olive  surfaces. 

The  1845-0  is  one  of  the  more  curious  varieties  of  the  denomination.  The  issue  was 
not  known  to  exist  in  any  cabinet  in  the  19th  century  and  was  first  publicized  by  B.  Max 
Mehl.  Among  the  first  to  turn  up  was  one  in  the  possession  of  J.C.  Mitchelson,  of 
TarriftVille,  Connecticut,  who  sold  it  on  March  24,  1909,  to  Virgil  M.  Brand  of  Chicago 
(this  piece  appeared  in  our  1983  sale  of  the  Brand  Collection,  Lot  110).  In  the  years 
since,  additional  pieces  have  come  to  light,  but  still  the  1845-0  remains  rare,  and  we 
doubt  if  more  than  40  to  60  exist. 


1098 


1848  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant.  Chemically 
cleaned  in  the  past  with  the  result  that  the  surfaces  are  microscopi¬ 
cally  etched.  A  tiny  obverse  rim  bump  is  noted  at  5:00.  1848  is  a 
scarce  date  having  a  low  mintage  of  just  7,497  pieces. 

Celebrated  1848  CAL.  $2.50 

America’s  First  Commemorative 


1090  1846  EF-45.  Uniform  olive-gold  toning  with  much  mint  lustre  still 
surv  iving.  Some  scattered  handling  marks  and  rim  bruises  can  be 
seen. 

1091  1846-C  F-15.  Warm  green-gold  surfaces.  Distinguished  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  an  old  nick  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  nose.  The  1846-C 
ranks  as  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  in  the  quarter  eagle  series.  Only 
4,808  examples  were  struck  and  it  is  doubtful  that  as  many  as  100 
survivors  could  be  accounted  for  today. 


1092  1846-D  EF-45.  Warm  olive-gold  surfaces.  Some  faint  pin  scratches 
can  be  seen  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  eagle. 

1093  1846-0  VF-30.  Partially  brilliant,  with  blushes  of  orange-gold. 
Somewhat  softly  struck  on  the  high  points  of  the  designs;  a  typical 
feature  of  the  issue. 

1094  1847  EF-45.  Warm  green-gold  toning.  Traces  of  lustre  are  noted 
around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  A  faint  line  extends  from 
Miss  Liberty’s  hair  to  the  11th  star. 


1095  1847-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  much  original  mint 

lustre  still  surviving.  A  few  handling  marks  can  be  seen  in  the 
fields.  A  prize  for  the  Charlotte  Mint  specialist. 


1096  1847-D  EF^IO.  An  attractive  specimen  exhibiting  satiny  lustre  in 
the  fields.  Distinguished  by  the  presence  of  a  lint  mark  by  the  1 1th 
obverse  star. 

1097  1847-0  EF-45.  Olive-gold  surfaces.  A  spot  is  noted  near  the  tip  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  bust  truncation  and  is  mentioned  for  accuracy’s 
sake. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1099  1848  CAL.  quarter  eagle  AU-58  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective.  Miss 
Liberty’s  hair  details  are  sharp,  and  the  obverse  stars  all  show  their 
radials.  A  simply  delightful  example  of  one  of  the  most  desirable 
varieties  in  the  U.S.  quarter  eagle  series. 

The  1 848  CAL.  quarter  eagle  is  important  as  the  first  official 
United  States  commemorative  coin,  and  is  listed  as  such  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  in  his  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia  (available  from  our  Publications  Depart¬ 
ment,  or  on  loan  from  your  local  coin  club  library).  The  history  of 
the  variety  is  outlined  below. 

The  first  deposit  of  California  gold  from  the  American  River  region  was  received  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  on  December  8,  1948,  thus  confirming  the  stories  of  fabulous  gold 
discoveries  which  had  been  circulating  in  the  East  for  months.  The  following  day,  De¬ 
cember  9th,  a  deposit  of  228  ounces  of  gold  was  sent  by  Col.  Richard  B.  Mason,  Jr.,  from 
California.  After  assaying,  the  gold  was  reported  to  average  .894  fine.  The  metal  had 
been  purchased  in  California  at  $10  per  ounce  (a  sharp  discount  from  the  market  price 
in  the  East)  under  the  sanction  of  the  acting  governor,  using  money  from  a  civil  fund. 
Lieutenant  Lucien  Loeser,  messenger,  carried  the  gold  from  California  to  Washington. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  capital  the  Washington  Union  reported: 

“We  readily  admit  that  the  account  so  nearly  approached  the  miraculous  that  we  were 
relieved  by  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses  on  the  subject.  The  specimens  have  all  the 
appearance  of  the  native  gold  we  had  seen  from  the  mines  of  North  Carolina  and  Vir¬ 
ginia;  and  we  are  informed  that  the  secretary  will  send  the  small  chest  of  gold  to  the 
Mint,  to  be  melted  into  coin  and  bars,  and  most  of  it  to  be  subsequently  fashioned  into 
medals  commemorative  of  the  heroism  and  valor  of  our  officers.  Several  of  the  other 
specimens  he  will  retain  for  the  present  in  the  War  Office,  as  found  in  California  in  the 
form  of  lumps,  scales,  and  sand;  the  last  named  being  of  different  hues,  from  bright  yel- 
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low  to  black,  without  much  appearance  of  gold.  However  skeptical  any  man  may  have 
been,  we  defy  him  to  doubt  that  if  the  quantity  of  such  specimens  as  these  be  as  great  as 
has  been  represented,  the  value  of  gold  in  California  must  be  greater  than  has  been  hith¬ 
erto  discovered  in  the  old  or  new  continent;  and  that  great  as  may  be  the  immigration  to 
this  new  El  Dorado,  the  frugal  and  industrious  will  be  amply  repaid  for  dteir  enterprise 
and  toil," 

The  gold  was  subsequently  sent  by  Secretary  of  War  W.L.  Marcy  from  Washington  to 
Philadelphia  by  way  of  another  messenger  who  delivered  the  metal  to  Robert  M. 
Patterson,  director  of  the  Mint.  The  message  of  transmittal  follows; 

“I  have  received  several  specimens  of  the  gold  recently  discovered  in  California,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cooper,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  will  place  in  your  hands  a 
quantity  of  this  metal  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  assayed.  As  doubts  exist  in  the  minds 
of  some  as  to  its  being  gold,  1  hope  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  resolve  them  at  once  and 
furnish  me,  through  him,  with  the  result  of  your  examination  as  far  as  respects  to  its 
genuineness.  You  will  consult  your  convenience  in  presenting  a  more  full  and  particular 
report,  but  1  desire  it  at  an  early  period. 

"1  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  weight  of  the  specimen  sent.  The  large 
quantity— that  is  in  the  caddy— is  a  collection  from  the  various  localities  where  the  metal  is 
found.  The  note  which  accompanies  it  states  its  weight  to  be  230  ounces  15  penny¬ 
weights  and  9  grains,  but  I  presume  it  will  be  found  to  fall  short  of  that  quantity,  as  some 
of  the  finer  particles  have  sifted  out  notwithstanding  the  pains  taken  to  guard  against 
loss.  In  order  to  have  a  specimen  of  it  here,  I  request  you  to  deliver  one  pound  of  it,  or 
about  the  quantity,  to  Colonel  Cooper  to  bring  back. 

“If  the  metal  is  found  to  be  pure  gold,  as  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  be,  I  request  you  to 
reserve  enough  of  it  for  the  two  medals  ordered  by  Congress  and  not  yet  completed,  and 
the  remainder,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  small  bars,  1  wish  to  have  coined  and 
sent  with  the  bars  to  this  department.  As  many  may  desire  to  procure  specimens  of  coin 
made  of  the  California  gold,  by  exchanging  other  coin  for  it,  I  would  suggest  that  it  be 
made  into  quarter  eagles  with  a  distinguishing  mark  on  each,  if  any  variation  from  the 
ordinary  issues  from  the  Mint  would  be  proper  and  could  be  conveniently  made....” 

The  two  medals  referred  to  were  subsequently  struck  from  other  bullion.  It  is  believed 
that  the  quarter  eagles  with  the  distinguishing  mark  “CAL."  were  produced  toward  the 
end  of  December  184i8.  On  January  5,  1849,  Director  Patterson  wrote  to  Marcy  explain¬ 
ing  that  delays  had  been  encountered  during  the  refining  of  the  metal  and  by  stamping 
the  letters  CAL.  on  the  reverse.  It  was  stated  that  the  gold  totaled  $3,910.10  in  value  and 
that  payment  from  the  Mint  would  be  made  in  the  form  of  $3,474.64  in  coins  and 
$435.46  in  two  bars  of  gold.  Assuming  that  the  $3,474.64  amount  was  converted  in  its 
entirety  to  quarter  eagles,  which  seems  probable,  the  bullion  yielded  a  mintage  of  1,389 
specimens.  The  Mint  production  records  show  a  total  coinage  of  8,886  quarter  eagles 
during  1848,  of  which  2,759  were  produced  in  September.  It  is  believed  that  the  latter 
figure  included  a  maximum  of  1,389  with  the  distinguishing  counterstamp. 

The  1848  CAL.  quarter  eagle,  the  smallest  denomination  United  States  gold  coin  at 
the  time  (the  gold  dollar  did  not  make  its  appearance  until  the  following  year,  1849)  thus 
became  the  first  commemorative  coin  issued  by  the  United  States.  It  is  not  known  how 
many  citizens  wished  “to  procure  specimens  made  with  California  gold,  by  exchanging 
other  coin  for  it,"  but  probably  at  least  several  dozen  were  distributed  this  way.  The  vast 
majority  of  pieces  known  today  show  extensive  wear,  indicating  that  most  pieces  were 
simply  released  into  circulation. 


1100  1848-C  VF-30.  Warm  olive-green  iridescence.  Somewhat  soft  on 

the  high  points  of  the  designs,  a  feature  due  more  to  striking  than 
to  wear. 


1 101  1848-D  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  bluish  gray  on  the 

obverse.  Wisps  of  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  around  the  stars, 
letters,  and  numerals.  Close  examination  reveals  a  hairline  mark  in 
the  field  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  head. 


1102  1849  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 

tre  still  surviving.  Some  handling  marks,  hairlines,  and  rim  bruises 
can  be  seen  on  both  surfaces.  The  1849  is  scarce  in  all  grades,  espe¬ 
cially  above  the  EF  level. 

As  is  true  of  many  quarter  eagles  of  this  era— numerous  other  examples  could  be 
cited— the  1849  is  really  very  scarce.  Although  23,294  were  struck,  virtually  no  thought 
was  given  to  saving  them,  and  today  we  doubt  if  more  than  a  couple  hundred  or  so  exist 
Of  these,  relatively  few  can  command  the  AU-50  grade. 


1 103  1849-C  VF-30.  Olive-gold  surfaces.  Widely  considered  to  be  one  of 

the  scarcest  Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagle  varieties.  Probably  no 
more  than  100  have  survived  to  the  present  time.  An  extremely 
important  opportunity  for  the  Charlotte  Mint  specialist,  a  key  to 
this  denomination. 


1 104  1849-D  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of  satiny  lustre.  A  scat¬ 
tering  of  handling  marks  can  be  seen,  commensurate  with  the 
grade,  and  a  tiny  reverse  rim  bump  is  noted  at  6:00. 

Only  10,945  were  struck  of  the  1849-D  quarter  eagle,  and  probably  no  more  than  100 
to  200  exist  today.  Of  those,  the  typical  grade  seems  to  be  Very  Fine.  Another  of  the 
marvelous  opportunities  in  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  sale. 


1105  1850  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with  splashes  of  or¬ 

ange-gold.  Magnification  reveals  a  fine  line  on  Liberty’s  cheek. 


1106  1850-C  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant.  Much  original  mint  lustre  can  be 
seen  in  the  protected  areas,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Probably  a 
Rarity-5  item  in  AU  and  higher  grades  signifying  a  population  of 
no  more  than  50  specimens  above  the  EF  classification.  At  the  AU 
level  we  doubt  if  more  than  about  35  or  so  pieces  can  be  traced 
today.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  rarity— still  another  Alexander  Collection 
opportunity. 


1107  1850-D  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  hints  of  pink  at  the 

obverse  periphery.  All  the  denticles  are  clear  and  fully  defined  on 
this  example. 

Another  variety  which  is  quite  elusive  in  higher  grades.  Somewhat  more  available  than 
the  preceding,  but  not  by  much. 


1 108  1850-0  EF-45.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields 
exhibit  considerable  prooflike  character.  Magnification  reveals  evi¬ 
dence  of  filing  al  the  reverse  rim,  and  a  tiny  obverse  rim  bump  can 
be  seen  at  1:00. 


1109  185 1-C  VF-30.  Brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  traces  of  satiny  lustre  in 

the  protected  areas.  A  few  minor  marks  are  noted  at  the  rims. 

Mintage:  Only  14,923  pieces.  Scarce  as  are  all  Charlotte  issues  of  this  era 
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1110  185 1-D  EF-45.  Blushes  of  pleasing  saffron  iridescence.  A  spike 
emerging  from  the  outer  curve  of  the  5  in  the  date  may  actually  be 
the  foot  of  an  errant  1.  Worth  a  generous  bid  from  the  die  variety 
specialist. 


1111  185 1-0  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 

tre  still  surviving.  A  scarce  issue  in  AU  and  higher  grades;  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  examples  seen  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade  range. 

Although  most  attention  in  numismatic  circles  is  focused  upon  the  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  quarter  eagles  of  this  era,  the  fact  is  unquestioned  that  New  Orleans  pieces 
can  also  be  rare,  especially  if  in  AU  or  finer  grades.  This  extends  through  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  not  just  the  $2.50. 


1112  1852-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original  mint 
lustre  surviving.  Most  obverse  design  features  are  sharp.  Some 
striking  softness  can  be  seen  on  the  eagle’s  legs  and  claws.  Noted  is 
a  light  vertical  scratch  on  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and  neck. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  10  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1113  1852-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  toned  in  inter¬ 
mingled  olive-gold  and  rose  hues.  Most  obverse  design  features 
are  sharp  including  the  stars,  all  of  which  show  their  radials.  On 
the  reverse,  a  touch  of  softness  can  be  seen  on  the  eagle’s  legs,  but 
most  other  details  are  nicely  delineated. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  14  finer  (MS-63  finest). 


1114  1852-0  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  wisps  and  blushes  of 
pink,  violet,  and  lilac-gray. 

1115  1853  MS-61  (NGC).  Warm  olive-gold  toning  complements  the 
frosty  surfaces.  This  is  one  of  the  very  few  early  dates  that  occa¬ 
sionally  comes  on  the  market  in  Mint  State,  but  still  there  are  prob¬ 
ably  fewer  than  100  or  so  in  existence  in  this  grade  category. 

1116  1854  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with  some  scattered  handling 
marks  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  would  probably  be  graded  as 
MS-60  or  better  by  many  numismatists. 


1117  1854-C  EF-40.  Warm  olive-gold  iridescence.  Close  examination  re¬ 

veals  some  obverse  rim  marks.  A  scarce  and  desirable  issue  having 
a  mintage  of  just  7,295  pieces.  Although  the  surviving  population 
is  not  known  with  certainty,  information  compiled  by  PCGS  and 
other  certification  services  would  suggest  that  perhaps  100  or 
more  still  exist. 


Rare  1854-D  Quarter  Eagle 


1118  1854-D  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Some 
fine  pin  scratches  on  the  obverse  account  for  the  assigned  net 
grade.  The  1854-D  is  very  popular  with  collectors  and  deservedly 
so.  A  mere  1,760  examples  were  coined. 

The  1854-D  represents  the  confluence  of  two  powerful  forces:  a  very  low  mintage,  as 
noted,  in  combination  with  no  numismatic  interest  in  collecting  them  during  the  era 
they  were  made.  Thus,  today  very  few  exist.  The  total  population  is  not  known  but  is 
probably  on  the  low  side  of  100  pieces. 

1119  1854-0  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  some  softness  noted  on 
the  high  points.  Although  offered  with  some  frequency  in  the  VF 
to  EF  grade  range,  survivors  grading  AU  or  better  are  scarce.  A 
prize  for  the  alert  specialist. 

1120  1855  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


Impressive  AU-50  1855-C  $2.50 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1121  1855-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence  on  satiny 

surfaces.  A  touch  of  softness  is  noted  on  the  eagle’s  legs  and  feet  as 
is  characteristic  for  the  issue.  A  mere  3,677  were  coined  and  only  a 
handful  of  examples  could  match  the  quality  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  9  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1122  1856  AU-58/MS-60.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Mostly  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces,  with  some  blushes  of  vivid  saffron  on  the  reverse. 


1123  1856-C  Net  VF-25;  but  actually  EF-40.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  still 
fully  brilliant.  The  Liberty  Head  shows  soft  definition  on  this  speci¬ 
men  (a  feature  characteristic  of  most  examples  seen).  Some  minor 
rim  nicks  are  noted.  Probably  fewer  than  200  exist  in  all  grades. 

1124  1856-0  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  AU-50.  Lightly  polished  long  ago 
and  still  brilliant.  Most  design  features  are  about  as  sharp  as  could 
be  desired. 

1125  1856-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant,  with  blushes  of  delicate  ol¬ 
ive-gold.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  reverse.  Excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 


1126  1857  AU-55. 


36 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


1127  1857-D  EF-45.  Cleaned  or  brushed  long  ago  and  now  hairlined.  In 
other  respects  the  coin  is  quite  impressive  showing  considerable 
lustre  and  bold  detail  definition.  The  1857-D  is  a  scarce  issue  hav¬ 
ing  a  mintage  of  just  2,364  pieces. 

Low  mintages  were  typical  for  Dahlonega  quarter  eagles  struck  between  1853  and 
1859;  the  greatest  mintage  for  this  entire  period  was  just  3,178  pieces  for  the  1853-D 
ranging  down  to  874  examples  for  the  1856-D. 


1 128  1857-0  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Struck  on  a  some¬ 
what  laminated  planchet.  Much  finer  than  the  majority  of  ex¬ 
amples  offered. 


1129  1857-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck  with  almost  all  of  the 

original  lustre  still  surviving.  Very  appealing  from  an  aesthetic  per¬ 
spective. 

Following  our  earlier  notes  we  reiterate  that  San  Francisco  gold  coins  of  this  era,  when 
seen,  are  usually  below  the  AU  level.  These  pieces  were  placed  into  circulation  at  the 
time  of  striking  and  saw  a  long,  useful  life.  In  the  absence  of  contemporary  numismatic 
interests,  survival  of  pieces  in  AU  or  finer  preservation  became  strictly  a  matter  of 
chance. 


1130  1858  AU-55.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  vivid  rose.  Scarce  in 
AU  and  higher  grades  despite  a  generous  coinage  of  47,377 
pieces.  It  seems  clear  that  only  a  tiny  proportion  of  the  original 
mintage  survived  the  melting  pot. 


1134  1860-C  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  rose  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Some  lamination  flaws  and  tiny  spots  can  be  seen  on  both 
surfaces.  Notable  as  the  last  quarter  eagle  issue  produced  at  the 
Charlotte  Mint. 

7,469  quarter  eagles  were  struck  this  year.  The  Charlotte  Mint  remained  open  in  1861 , 
when  half  eagles  were  struck,  after  which  the  exigencies  of  the  Civil  War  mandated  clos¬ 
ing  of  the  facility.  Years  later  the  mint  structure  was  relocated,  and  today  it  serves  as  an 
art  museum  in  a  city  park  in  Charlotte. 


1135  1860-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 
delicate  olive  iridescence.  Although  offered  with  some  frequency 
in  the  VF  to  EF  range,  examples  grading  AU  or  better  are  quite 
elusive. 

It  is  worth  quoting  David  Akers’  comment  in  his  1975  book:  “The  1860-S  is  a  very 
scarce  coin  in  any  condition,  and  is  extremely  rare  better  than  EF."  The  present  coin  is 
one  of  many  instances  in  the  American  gold  series  in  which  a  great  rarity  can  be  obtained 
for  a  relatively  reasonable  price. 

1136  1861  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 


1131  1858-C  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant,  with  blushes  of  violet  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Generous  amounts  of  original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the 
fields.  Not  easy  to  find  this  nicely  preserved. 

1132  1859  EF-45. 

Splendid  AU-55  1859-S  $2.50 

Condition  Census  Candidate 


1 133  1859-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  most  design  fea¬ 

tures  showing  bold  definition.  Scarce  in  all  grades  and  genuinely 
rare  at  the  AU-55  level.  The  presently  offered  example  is  certainly 
close  to  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety,  if  not  actually 
among  the  six  finest  known  examples. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  5  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

The  mintage  of  the  1859-S  was  15,200  pieces,  not  low  in  absolute  terms  for  the  quarter 
eagle  of  this  era.  However,  as  discussed  under  Lot  1 129  and  also  earlier  in  the  catalogue, 
few  coins  were  saved  in  higher  grades,  and  today  the  1859-S  emerges  as  a  great  rarity  at 
the  AU  level. 


1137  1861-S  EF-45.  Both  surfaces  are  brilliant  and  much  original  mint 

lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields.  A  condition  rarity  in  EF-45  and 
higher  grades  despite  a  comparatively  generous  mintage  of 
24,000.  We  expect  many  generous  bids. 


1138  1862/1  Overdate.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  toning.  An  elusive 
variety  that  commands  strong  premiums  in  all  grades.  Certain  to 
highlight  the  cabinet  of  any  die  variety  specialist. 

This  variety  was  discovered  by  our  friend  Aubrey  E.  Bebee,  the  well-known  Omaha 
dealer,  who  with  his  wife  consigned  many  of  their  important  properties  to  us  in  the  past 
decade  or  so. 

1 139  1862  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces.  An  attractive  example  having  frosty 
devices  and  satiny  fields.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  delin¬ 
eated  on  this  specimen. 


1140  1862-S  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  AU-55.  Lightly  polished  in  the  past 

and  still  fully  brilliant.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  including 
the  obverse  stars  and  Miss  Liberty  s  hair  details.  1  he  only  softness 
visible  is  on  the  eagle’s  right  thigh  (viewer  s  left).  1  he  1862-S  ranks 
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as  one  of  the  rarest  quarter  eagles  coined  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  We  doubt  that  as  many  as  100  could  be  accounted  for  in  all 
grades. 

Rare  AU  1863-S  $2.50 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


1141  1863-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  olive  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  rims.  A  scattering  of  minor  handling  marks  was 
probably  all  that  prevented  PCGS  from  assigning  the  AU-58  classi¬ 
fication.  Much  scarcer  in  AU  and  higher  grades  than  the  10,800- 
piece  mintage  figure  would  lead  one  to  believe.  The  presently  of¬ 
fered  example  is  one  of  the  finest  ever  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

As  is  true  of  other  San  Francisco  Mint  issues  of  this  era,  the  1863-S  (mintage:  10,800)  is 
a  great  rarity  at  the  AU  level.  Such  pieces  circulated  extensively  and  wore  quickly. 

1142  1865-S  VF-20. 


1146  1867-S  VF-30. 

1147  1868-S  EF-45.  Delicate  olive  iridescence,  with  traces  of  original 
mint  frost  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

1148  1869  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  show  considerable  prooflike  character.  Both  sur¬ 
faces  are  essentially  brilliant  with  some  hints  of  pink  and  olive  on 
the  reverse.  A  scarce  issue  having  a  tiny  mintage  of  just  4,345 
pieces. 

1149  1869-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  iridescence  enhances  the  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  on  the  high 
points  of  the  designs  as  made.  The  1869-S  is  a  scarce  issue  in  AU- 
50  and  higher  grades.  Most  examples  that  cross  the  auction  block 
are  in  the  VF  to  EF  range. 

Superlative  AU  1870  $2.50 


Elusive  EF  1866  $2.50 


1143  1866  EF-45  (PCGS).  Mostly  green-gold  surfaces,  with  some  hints 
of  pink  at  the  obverse  periphery.  From  a  tiny  original  mintage  of 
just  3,1 10  pieces.  The  1866  ranks  as  one  of  the  rarest  Philadelphia 
Mint  issues  and  seldom  appears  in  better  than  VF  condition. 
Worth  a  generous  bid  from  the  advanced  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  6  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


1144  1866-S  EF-40.  Olive-gold  surfaces.  Possibly  mounted  in  jewelry 
long  ago.  Not  an  easy  issue  to  find  above  the  VF  level. 


1 145  1867  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  olive.  Only  3,250  ex¬ 

amples  were  coined  and  probably  no  more  than  a  handful  or  two 
still  exist.  We  expect  many  generous  bids  from  the  alert  specialists. 


1150  1870  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck.  The  devices  are 
frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 
and  prooflike.  Only,  4,555  examples  were  coined  ahd  survivors  are 
usually  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade  range.  AU-58  specimens  are  rare. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3  finer  (MS-62  finest). 


1151  1870-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Most  design  features 
show  excellent  detail  definition.  Very  appealing  from  an  aesthetic 
perspective,  and  much  finer  than  the  great  majority  of  examples 
offered. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  6  finer  (MS-63  finest). 

1152  187 1-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  prooflike  with  nice  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade.  A  trivial  reverse  rim  bump  at  6:00  should  enable  the  next 
owner  to  identify  this  specimen  immediately. 


1153  1872  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  olive-gold. 
Traces  of  prooflike  surfaces  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  A 
small  reverse  rim  bruise  is  noted  at  10:00,  and  a  line  can  be  seen 
beneath  STA  in  STATES.  Only  3,030  quarter  eagles  were  struck  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  during  the  year. 

1154  1872-S  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant,  with  blushes  of  olive.  Traces  of 
frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas. 

1155  1873  Closed  3.  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

1156  1873-S  EF-45.  Much  original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields. 
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1157  1874  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  Traces  of  mirrorlike 
surfaces  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  From  a  tiny  mintage  of 
just  3,940  pieces. 


1158  1876  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  prooflike.  Just  4,221  examples  were 
coined  and  most  survivors  seen  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade  range. 
Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  extant  specimens  could  match  the 
quality  offered  here. 

1159  1876-S  VF-35.  Partially  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  olive-gold 
and  lilac.  A  scant  5,000  quarter  eagles  were  produced  at  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  during  the  year,  the  second  lowest  production  fig¬ 
ure  of  any  S-Mint  quarter  eagle  after  the  celebrated  1 854-S. 

This  is  another  of  many  instances  in  which  truly  scarce  issues  in  the  gold  series  can  be 
obtained  for  a  reasonable  price. 


1 160  1877  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Close  examination  reveals 
a  few  tiny  spots.  The  production  figure  for  the  issue,  1,652  pieces, 
is  one  of  the  smallest  mintages  in  the  entire  quarter  eagle  series. 

1161  1877-S  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant. 
A  prominent  lamination  defect  at  the  fraction  on  the  reverse  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  net  grade.  Gold  U.S.  mint  errors  are  seldom  of¬ 
fered,  and  accordingly,  this  piece  will  attract  generous  bids  from 
error  specialists. 

1162  1878-S  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  The  devices  are 
frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

1163  1879  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  AU-58.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  sharply 
struck.  Some  scarcely  noticeable  handling  marks  account  for  the 
assigned  net  grade. 

1164  1879-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  much  original  mint  lustre 
still  surviving.  Notable  as  the  last  quarter  eagle  issue  struck  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint. 

1165  1 880  Net  EF40;  sharpness  AU-50.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  bril¬ 
liant.  A  faint  hairline  scratch  can  be  seen  in  the  obverse  field.  Only 
2,996  quarter  eagles  were  coined  during  the  year. 

Beginning  with  this  year  no  branch  mint  quarters  were  struck  in  the  Liberty  Head  se¬ 
ries,  a  situation  which  remained  until  the  end  of  the  design  in  1907.  The  formation  of  a 
“collection  within  a  collection,”  a  date  run  of  quarter  eagles  from  1880-1907,  is  eminently 
affordable  and  quite  interesting.  The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  provides  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  start  such  a  display  or  add  to  one  you  already  have. 


1166  1881  VF-30.  Mounted  in  jewelry  long  ago.  The  1881  has  one  of  the 
lowest  mintages  in  American  numismatics,  just  691  pieces. 

1167  1882  AU-58.  A  lovely,  brilliant  specimen.  The  frosty  devices  con¬ 
trast  nicely  with  the  satiny  fields.  A  popular  issue  having  a  mintage 
of  just  4,067  pieces. 

1168  1883  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  AU-55.  Sharply  struck.  Cleaned  long 
ago  and  still  brilliant.  Only  2,002  quarter  eagles  were  coined  in 
1883. 

1 169  1884  Net  EF45;  sharpness  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  consider¬ 
able  prooflike  contrast.  A  pin  scratch  crossing  the  eagle’s  leg  and 
shield  accounts  for  the  assigned  net  grade.  In-person  examination 
is  suggested.  A  mere  2,023  quarter  eagles  were  minted  in  1884. 


1170  1885  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  EF-45.  Olive-gold  surfaces.  Close  ex¬ 
amination  reveals  that  the  rims  have  been  skillfully  filed  in  spots, 
perhaps  to  remedy  a  rim  bump  or  some  other  defect  that  can  only 
be  imagined  today.  The  1885  has  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  in  the 
U.S.  gold  series,  just  887  pieces. 

1171  1886  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant.  Traces  of  prooflike 
character  can  be  seen  around  the  design  elements.  From  a  small 
mintage  of  just  4,088  pieces. 

1 172  1887  AU-50.  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and 
prooflike. 


1173  1888  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

1174  1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant.  A  few  tiny  rim  nicks  can 
be  seen  on  the  reverse. 

1175  1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant  with  nice  proof¬ 
like  contrast.  Very  appealing  from  an  aesthetic  point  of  view. 

1176  1891  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  AU-55,  prooflike.  Sharply  struck  and 
fully  brilliant.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  reflective 
fields.  A  lintmark  on  Miss  Liberty’s  face  accounts  for  the  assigned 
net  grade. 

1177  1892  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  bril¬ 
liant.  Some  faint  hairlines  in  the  fields  are  indicative  ol  a  light 
cleaning  in  the  past.  A  mere  2,545  quarter  eagles  were  struck  in 
1892. 

1178  1893  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  sharply  struck.  Mostlv  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces,  with  some  blushes  of  pleasing  saffron  iridescence. 
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1 179  1894  MS-64.  A  delightful,  brilliant,  sharply  struck  example  having 
frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Very  appealing  in  every  way.  A 
popular  date  having  a  mintage  of  just  4,122  pieces. 

1 180  1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant.  A  few  trivial 
rim  flaws  are  noted  and  mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake.  One  of 
only  6,1 19  struck  at  Philadelphia  this  year. 


1181  1897  MS-64  (NGC).  Olive-gold  iridescence  enhances  the  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  1897  quarter  eagles  seen  are  this 
nicely  preserved. 

1182  1899  AU-55. 


1 183  1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  example.  Olive-gold  iridescence 
enhances  the  frosty  surfaces. 


1184  1910  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  attractive,  with  a  pleasing  nuance 
of  olive  iridescence.  It  is  doubtful  that  more  than  just  a  tiny  per¬ 
centage  of  Mint  State  survivors  could  match  the  quality  offered 
here. 


1185  191 1-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving.  The  191 1-D  has  long  been  prized  by  col¬ 
lectors  as  the  rarest  issue  in  the  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  series. 
Only  55,680  pieces  were  coined,  by  far  the  lowest  production  fig¬ 
ure  of  the  design  type. 

1186  1912  AU-58.  Olive-gold  toning  on  frosty  surfaces. 


1 187  1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Widely  regarded  as  the  scarcest  Philadelphia 
Mint  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  in  Uncirculated  grade. 


1188  1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  olive-gold  iridescence  on  frosty  sur¬ 
faces. 


Splendid  MS-65  1915  $2.50 


1189  1915  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  stunning  gem  example 
that  surpasses  the  vast  majority  of  specimens  both  technically  and 
aesthetically. 


1 190  1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  example  coined  (during  the  final 
year  of  the  design  type.  *■* 

$3  Gold  1 854-1 889 

Three-dollar  gold  coins  are  one  of  the  most  curious,  scarce, 
and  interesting  denominations  in  the  American  series.  Minted 
from  1854  to  1889  inclusive,  these  coins  did  not  seem  to  fit 
comfortably  into  a  system  that  already  included  pieces  of  $2.50 
and  $5.  It  was  said  that  $3  coins  would  facilitate  buying  sheets 
of  three-cent  postage  stamps  and  also  have  a  logical  connection 
with  silver  three-cent  pieces  (first  minted  in  1851).  Be  that  as  it 
may,  after  an  optimistic  original  coinage  in  1854,  mintages 
dwindled,  so  that  by  the  Civil  War  they  were  reduced  to  the 
point  of  being  virtually  negligible  (with  two  exceptions  among 
later  dates  being  1874  and  1878,  but  even  these  mintages  were 
small  in  absolute  terms). 

The  design  of  the  $3  piece  remained  constant  throughout 
the  series.  The  reverse  is  the  “agricultural  wreath”  designed  by 
James  B.  Longacre,  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint,  and  also  used  on 
the  Type  II  gold  dollar  (which  made  its  debut  in  1854).  In  1856 
the  agricultural  wreath  was  employed  on  pattern  Flying  Eagle 
cents,  and  in  1 858  and  1859  cents  with  this  motif  achieved  wide 
circulation.  The  obverse  was  original  to  the  $3  piece  and  was 
later  (in  1856)  used  for  the  Type  III  gold  dollar. 

Distribution  of  $3  pieces  appears  to  have  been  fairly  exten¬ 
sive  during  the  1850s,  inasmuch  as  surviving  pieces  today  for 
the  most  part  show  extensive  evidence  of  wear.  Such  grades  as 
VF,  EF,  and  AU  are  the  norm,  and  Mint  State  pieces  are  fairly 
elusive  (except  that  some  of  the  first  issue,  1854  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  were  saved  as  souvenirs).  While  coins  were 
struck  at  the  Dahlonega  and  New  Orleans  mints  only  in  the  year 
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854,  the  San  Francisco  facility  was  employed  for  several  later 
ears.  Beginning  in  1858,  mintages  became  sharply  reduced.  In 
hat  year  only  2,133  examples  were  struck,  all  at  the  Philadel- 
)hia  Mint,  with  no  branch  coinage.  Following  an  upswing  in  the 
>roduction  figure  for  1850,  mintages  dropped  down  again, 
ind  from  1860  onward  each  and  every  issue  was  produced  in 
ery  small  quantities,  save  for  the  aforementioned  1874  and 
878,  for  which  the  quantities  of  4 1 ,820  and  82,234  can  hardly 
>e  called  plentiful.  Typical  among  scarce  issues  is  the  1860  $3 
>f  which  7,155  were  minted,  the  1861  with  6,072,  and,  espe- 
ially  in  this  era,  the  1865  of  which  only  1,165  were  made. 

By  the  1880s  $3  pieces  were  considered  to  be  numismadcally 
aluable,  and  although  the  Philadelphia  Mint  was  still  produc- 
ng  them,  a  slight  premium  was  typically  charged  for  pieces 
>btained  at  banks.  Following  their  discontinuance  in  1889,  the 
>3  slipped  from  public  view.  Proof  $3  pieces  had  been  a  limited 
mmismatic  specialty  for  several  decades  by  then,  but  relatively 
ew  people  were  interested  in  circulation  strikes,  and  hardly 
inyone  at  all  in  mintmarks.  It  was  not  until  the  1890s  that 
ollecting  $3  pieces  by  date  and  mintmark  became  at  all 
ignificant,  and  not  until  several  decades  after  that— in  the 
[940s— that  pieces  began  to  be  sought  with  a  real  fervor. 

Today  the  $3  pieces  in  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 
erve  as  rare,  interesting  reminders  of  this  short-lived,  low- 
nintage  coinage. 


1 191  1854  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  lovely  specimen  coined  dur¬ 

ing  the  first  year  of  the  three-dollar  denomination. 

The  1854  three-dollar  piece  really  constitutes  a  one-year  design  type  although  it  is  not 
typically  collected  as  such.  On  1854  three-dollar  pieces,  the  letters  in  the  word  DOL¬ 
LARS  are  much  smaller  than  the  numerals  in  the  date,  while  on  the  three-dollar  pieces 
coined  in  1855  and  later  years,  the  letters  in  DOLLARS  are  markedly  larger,  about  equal 
in  size  to  the  date  numerals. 


1192  1854-0  EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  orange- 

gold.  The  1854-0  is  notable  as  the  only  three-dollar  gold  issue 
struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

Lovely  Mint  State  1855  $3 


1 193  1855  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  lovely  example  having 


frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Suitable  for  inclusion  in  a  high 
quality  19th-century  gold  type  set. 

In  terms  of  the  survival  of  Mint  State  pieces,  the  1855  in  our  experience  is  al  leasi  a 
dozen  times  rarer  than  the  1854,  the  former  being  saved  as  a  novelty 


1194  1855-S  EF-45.  Olive-gold  iridescence  with  an  obverse  edge  ding  at 
2:00.  Notable  as  the  first  three-dollar  issue  struck  at  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Mint.  Only  6,600  examples  of  the  variety  were  produced. 


1195  1856  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  a  splash  of  orange 
by  the  A  in  STATES.  A  nice  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  high-qual¬ 
ity  19th-century  gold  type  set. 

1196  1856-S  Medium  S.  VF-20.  Uniform  olive-gold  toning.  A  line  is 
noted  by  ST  in  STATES. 

Small,  Medium,  and  Large  Mintmark  varieties  are  reported  for  the  1856-S.  The  Small 
and  Medium  types  are  seen  with  frequency.  The  Large  S  variety  is  rare. 


1197  1857  EF-45  to  AU-50.  An  attractive  example  exhibiting  traces  of 

frosty  lustre  in  the  protected  areas. 


1 198  1857-S  VE-30.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  scattered  contact  marks  con¬ 

sistent  with  the  grade.  Minor  rim  damage  is  noted  on  the  obverse 
at  6:00. 


1199  1858  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  frosty  lustre  around 

the  letters,  numerals,  and  central  devices.  A  mere  2,133  three-dol- 
lar  pieces  were  coined  during  the  year,  the  second  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  figure  of  the  1850s.  A  key  issue,  always  an  attraction  whenever 
offered— which  isn’t  often. 
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1200  1859  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant.  Wisps  of  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen 
around  the  letters  and  numerals.  A  few  trivial  rim  nicks  are  noted 
and  are  mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake. 


1207  1866  EF-45.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  A  tiny  nick  can  be  seen  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  A  mere  4,030  three-dollar  pieces  were  coined 
in  1866. 


1201  1860  EF-45.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Light  scuffing  can  be  seen 

beneath  UN  in  UNITED. 


1202  1861  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant,  with  blushes  of  natural  iridescence. 
Much  frosty  lustre  survives  in  the  fields. 


1203  1862  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  tiny  obverse  rim  nick  is  noted  at 
6:00.  A  popular  Civil  War  era  issue  having  a  mintage  of  just  5,785 
pieces. 


1208  1868  EF^15.  An  attractive  example  exhibiting  traces  of  prooflike 
character  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  designs.  A  mere  4,875  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  variety  were  produced. 


i 

1209  1869  EF-45.  Olive-gold  iridescence.  A  small  spot  is  piresent  by  Miss 
Liberty’s  throat  as  illustrated.  A  mere  2,525  examples  were  pro¬ 
duced,  one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  of  the  1860s. 

The  conservation  ratio  is  a  bit  more  than  2%  to  3%  for  this  issue,  say  perhaps  4%  to 
5%.  Even  so,  we  are  faced  with  only  100  or  so  pieces  reliably  reported. 


1204  1863  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  EF-45.  Struck  from  clashed  dies. 
Lightly  cleaned  in  the  past  and  now  retoned  in  a  pleasing  olive- 
gold.  Only  5,039  three-dollar  pieces  were  coined  during  the  year. 

1205  1864  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  in  the  past  and 
still  brilliant.  A  few  scarcely  noticeable  hairline  scratches  in  the 
field  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  head  account  for  the  assigned  net 
grade.  From  a  tiny  mintage  of  just  2,680  pieces. 

The  availability  of  business  strike  $3  pieces  of  the  mid-1860s  can  be  favorably  com¬ 
pared  to  gold  dollars,  although  the  $3  pieces  are  somewhat  more  elusive  due  to  their 
higher  denomination.  At  the  time  of  their  mintage  such  pieces  did  not  circulate,  but 
were  put  in  treasury  vaults,  many  to  be  exported  or  melted.  Although  mintages  are  low, 
survival  ratios  are  often  even  lower  than  the  production  figures  indicate.  Probably  2%  to 
3%  is  a  good  general  guide.  As  is  true  of  gold  dollars,  this  ratchets  upward  somewhat  in 
the  next  decade.  In  the  final  decade,  the  1880s,  there  was  a  popular  interest  in  saving 
pieces,  and  more  proportionately  survive. 


1206  1865  EF-40.  Pale  olive-gold  toning,  with  traces  of  frosty  lustre 
noted  in  the  protected  areas.  The  production  figure  for  the  date, 
1,165  pieces,  is  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  in  the  series. 


1210  1870  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original  mint  lustre  still 
surviving.  Excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 

Another  low  mintage,  in  this  instance  just  3,535  pieces.  It  is  believed  that  fewer  than 
200  are  known  today. 


1211  1871  EF-45.  Lightly  cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  brilliant.  The  1871 
has  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  in  the  series,  just  1,330  pieces. 

The  1871  has  always  stood  out  as  a  landmark  among  $3  pieces  of  the  era,  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  aforementioned  low  mintage  plus  a  surviving  population  of  probably  fewer 
than  10%. 


1212  1874  AU-55.  A  lovely  prooflike  example.  About  as  flashy  as  one 
would  hope  for  at  this  grade  level. 

The  business  strike  mintage  of  this  year  amounted  to  41,800  pieces,  the  first  time  in 
many  years  that  a  fairly  large  quantity  (relatively  speaking)  saw  production.  Today  the 
1874  and  its  cousin,  the  1878,  are  popular  as  “type”  coins  for  design  sets. 
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Gem  MS-64  1878  $3 


1213  1878  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  impressive  gem  ex¬ 
ample  suitable  for  inclusion  in  a  high-quality  19th-century  type  set. 
A  prize  for  the  condition-conscious  connoisseur. 


1214  1879  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some  light  scratches  and  han¬ 
dling  marks  noted.  Traces  of  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  around 
the  letters  and  numerals.  Only  3,030  three-dollar  pieces  were 
coined  during  the  year. 

1215  1887  EF-40.  Olive-gold  toning  in  the  central  areas  changes  to  a 
pink  shade  at  th^  peripheries. 


1216  1888  AU-55.  Essentially  brilliant  with  much  original  mint  lustre 
still  surviving.  Some  hairline  marks  can  be  seen  in  the  field  behind 
Miss  Liberty’s  head. 


1217  1889  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  frosty  devices  nicely  comple¬ 

ment  the  satiny  fields.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  design 
type. 

Half  Eagles  1795-1929 

$5  pieces  were  first  struck  in  the  summer  of  1795,  and  from 
hat  point  were  produced  more  or  less  continuously  until  1916, 
hen  again  in  1929.  The  Alexander  Collection  contains  a 
lumber  of  notable  early  pieces,  attractive,  and  in  some  in- 
dances  Mint  State,  but  primarily  begins  its  strength  with  the 
Classic  Head  style  of  1834.  The  legislation  concerning  this 
ienomination  is  similar  to  that  recited  earlier  for  quarter 
eagles:  at  the  time  the  price  of  gold  bullion  had  risen  on 
nternational  markets,  pieces  no  longer  effectively  circulated, 
ind  a  remedy  was  called  for.  That  appeared  in  the  form  of  the 
\ct  of  June  28,  1834,  reducing  the  authorized  weight.  Imple¬ 
mented  on  August  2,  1834,  the  half  eagles  produced  then  and 
ater  were  nearly  full  value  in  gold,  but  not  quite,  and  were  thus 
io  longer  attractive  to  melters  and  refiners. 


The  new  design  issued  partway  through  1 834  is  known  today 
as  the  Classic  Head  motif,  nomenclature  originated,  your 
cataloguer  believes,  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  when  a  number  of 
years  ago  he  sought  to  standardize  the  terminology  used  for 
various  portraits  (such  terms  as  Matron  Head,  Petite  Head, 
etc.,  were  also  created  for  other  series  about  the  same  time). 

The  Classic  Head  was  minted  through  and  including  1838, 
with  the  terminal  issue  being  the  1838-D,  the  first  $5  of  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  a  piece  of  which  just  20,583  were  coined. 

Liberty  Head  or,  as  the  Guide  Book  calls  them,  Coronet  half 
eagles  were  designed  by  Christian  Gobrecht  and  first  minted  in 
1 839,  their  production  continuing  through  1 908.  During  much 
of  that  period  these  were  used  extensively  in  commerce.  An 
examination  of  coins  in  collections  today  reveal  that  those 
minted  during  the  1840s  and  1850s  apparently  circulated 
widely  in  the  central  and  eastern  part  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  result  that  most  examples  seen  today  are  in  grades  such  as 
VF  and  EF.  For  some,  AU  coins  are  rarities.  Adding  desirability 
from  a  numismatic  standpoint  are  the  various  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  pieces  of  this  era,  with  which  the  Alexander  Collec¬ 
tion  is  well  endowed.  Sometimes  there  are  varieties  within 
these,  such  as  the  1842-D,  struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint,  known 
to  exist  with  large  and  small  date. 

Following  a  scenario  that  will  be  familiar  to  readers  by  now, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  the  Treasury  stopped  paying 
out  gold  coins  at  par,  and  from  that  point  on  it  required  a 
premium  in  terms  of  paper  “greenback  ”  notes  to  acquire  them. 
This  situation  remained  in  effect  through  most  of  the  1870s.  It 
was  not  until  1879,  in  fact,  that  silver  coins,  gold  coins,  and 
paper  money  were  all  at  par  with  each  other. 

The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  contains  many  prize 
numismatic  rarities  from  this  series.  In  general,  the  rule  of 
thumb  seems  to  be  that  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  were  made  in 
small  quantities  and  are  rare  in  any  event.  San  Francisco  pieces, 
which  actually  did  circulate  on  the  West  Coast  during  the  Civil 
War,  contrary  to  the  pattern  in  the  East,  were  made  in  larger 
quantities,  but  today  are  very  elusive  due  to  their  wide  distribu¬ 
tion,  loss,  and  melting.  When  pieces  do  come  on  the  market 
they  are  apt  to  be  in  grades  such  as  VF.  For  some  varieties  a  nice 
EF  or  AU  coin  would  indeed  be  unusual. 

After  about  1880,  large  denomination  United  States  gold 
coins  played  an  especially  important  part  in  international 
trade.  Large-size  quantities  of  $20  pieces  (in  particular )  but  also 
$5  and  $10  denominations,  were  sent  to  banks  in  Europe, 
merchants  in  the  Orient,  and  to  other  destinations,  foreign 
bankers  and  merchants  certainly  did  not  want  United  States 
paper  money,  and  preferred  the  solidity  and  safety  of  gold. 
Besides,  there  had  been  much  monetary  turmoil  in  recent 
times;  witness  the  failure  of  the  Confederate  States  of  Ante  i  u  a 
(large  amounts  of  bonds  of  which  were  held  by  overseas 
interests,  especially  England),  monetary  problems  in  cential 

Europe  in  the  1870s,  and  so  on. 

This  policy  of  exporting  gold,  which  continued  lot  many 
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years  afterward,  had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  a  generation  of 
numismatists  not  yet  born  in  1880.  In  recent  decades,  from  the 
1940s  onward,  collecting  gold  coins  has  been  especially  popu¬ 
lar  in  the  United  States.  Many  of  the  supplies  we  draw  on  today, 
and  which  Andrew  S.  Alexander  drew  upon  years  ago,  had 
been  re-imported  from  Europe,  South  America,  and  other 
sources. 

Among  later  half  eagles,  issues  of  the  Carson  City  Mint,  first 
produced  in  1870,  must  be  noticed  and  are  of  special  interest, 
numismatic  significance,  and  historical  importance.  That  facil¬ 


Choice  Mint  State  1806  Half  Eagle 

Round-Top  6  Variety 
Stars  Arranged  7x6 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1218  1806  Breen-5E.  Round-Top  6  in  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rarity-2  to 
3.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  excellent  centering  and  superb  eye  ap¬ 
peal.  Although  not  a  particularly  rare  variety  in  Uncirculated  con¬ 
dition,  most  Mint  State  examples  are  in  the  MS-60  to  MS-62  range. 
The  piece  offered  here  is  a  splendid  candidate  for  inclusion  in  ei¬ 
ther  a  superb  19th-century  type  set  or  a  specialized  die  variety  col¬ 
lection. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  11  finer  (MS-65  finest).  In  addition  to  the  round-top  6  feature, 
this  obverse  has  two  other  distinctive  characteristics  that  make  attribution  an  easy  task: 

1)  The  1  in  the  date  has  both  its  feet;  on  the  other  obverses  of  the  year,  the  left  foot  is 
vestigial  at  best. 

2)  The  stars  are  arranged  seven  left,  six  right.  On  the  other  obverses,  the  stars  are  ar¬ 
ranged  eight  left,  five  right. 

Actually,  in  terms  of  easy  identification  it  certainly  would  be  better  if  this  variety  were 
quickly  known  as  the  “Stars  7x6"  variety,  rather  than  Round  Top  6  in  Date. 
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ity  produced  issues  intermittently  through  1893,  after  which  its 
presses  stopped  forever. 

Among  20th-century  $5  pieces  the  new  Indian  Head  motif  by 
Bela  Lyon  Pratt  has  a  story  similar  to  that  given  earlier  for  the 
Indian  Head  $2.50  gold.  These  came  upon  the  numismatic 
community  more  or  less  as  a  surprise  in  early  1908.  The 
Alexander  Collection  is  highlighted  not  only  by  a  beautiful 
1908-D  from  the  first  year  of  issue,  but  also  a  1908-S,  and  the 
very  elusive  1909-0,  the  latter  being  the  final  year  of  coinage 
operation  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

Scarce  1807  B-1A  $5 


1219  1807  B-1A.  Capped  Bust  to  Right.  EF-45.  Rarity-5.  Olive-gold  ton¬ 
ing  enhances  both  surfaces.  Three  trivial  rim  bumps  are  noted  and 
mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake.  Only  30  to  75  examples  of  the  die 
variety  are  thought  to  have  survived  to  the  presentTime. 

On  the  obverse  the  upper  serif  of  the  1  in  the  date  touches  the  loWest  curl.  There  is  no 
hair  which  terminates  in  the  field  above  the  1.  The  first  star  is  distanrfrom  the  lowest 
curl,  and  the  northeast  point  of  star  eight  points  to  the  limb  of  Y.  The  denticles  closest  to 
the  12th  star  are  very  weak.  On  the  reverse,  the  upright  of  E  in  STATES  is  over  the  left 
edge  of  a  cloud.  The  reverse  stars  are  small  and  placed  well  apart.  An  olive  leaf  ends  un¬ 
der  the  left  side  of  the  upright  of  I. 

Lovely  Uncirculated  1810  B-1A  $5 

Large  Date,  Large  5 


1220  1810  B-1A.  Large  Date,  Large  5.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rarity-3.  Frosty 
surfaces  exhibit  pleasing  green-gold  iridescence.  Most  obverse  de¬ 
sign  details  are  sharp  including  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and  drapery  fea¬ 
tures.  Although  Uncirculated  examples  are  probably  Rarity-4  over¬ 
all,  only  a  tiny  proportion  could  match  the  quality  of  the  presently 
offered  specimen.  We  expect  many  generous  bids. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  10  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Although  mintages  of  half  eagles  of  this  era  are  in  some  instances  generous  (this  being 
the  largest  denomination  United  States  gold  coin  at  the  time,  the  $10  value  having  been 
discontinued  in  1804),  fluctuations  in  the  international  bullion  market  took  their  toll.  By 
June  1834  the  price  of  gold  had  risen  to  the  point  at  which  most  earlier  dates  had  been 
melted  down  for  their  bullion  value,  thus  resulting  in  pieces  with  ostensibly  high  mint¬ 
ages  being  numismatic  rarities  today  in  1996. 


1221  1834  B-6502.  Classic  Head;  Plain  4,  showing  traces  of  doubling; 

2nd  Head  obverse.  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original 
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mint  lustre  still  surviving.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 

Two  different  device  puncheons  are  known  to  have  been  used  to  produce  1834  Classic 
Head  half  eagle  obverses.  On  the  1st  Head  type  the  front  of  Miss  Liberty's  bust  trunca¬ 
tion  is  rounded.  On  the  2nd  Head  type,  the  front  of  the  truncation  is  more  nearly  angu¬ 
lar. 


1834  Classic  Head  $5 

Rare  Crosslet  4  Variety 


1222  1834  B-6503.  Classic  Head,  Crosslet  4,  2nd  Head  obverse.  VF-30. 

Olive-gold  surfaces.  An  elusive  variety  comprising  just  a  tiny  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  total  1834  Classic  Head  half  eagle  population.  We 
expect  many  generous  bids  from  alert  early  gold  specialists. 

1223  1835  B-6504.  1st  Head  Type.  EF-40.  Olive-gold  surfaces  with  wisps 
of  frosty  lustre  noted  in  the  protected  areas. 

Three  different  device  puncheons  used  to  produce  1835  half  eagle  obverses  are  de¬ 
scribed  by  Walter  Bree^  in  his  Encyclopedia.  The  1st  Head  type  is  distinguished  by  having 
a  somewhat  angular,  Tather  than  rounded,  bust  truncation.  Another  feature  is  that  the 
projecting  curl  just  above  the  back  of  Miss  Liberty's  head  band  is  narrow.  On  the  2nd 
Head  Obverse,  the  front  of  the  bust  truncation  is  markedly  rounded,  and  on  the  3rd 
Head  Obverse,  the  projecting  curl  just  above  the  back  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  band  is 
broad. 


1228  1839  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  peripheral  re¬ 
verse  toning.  Traces  of  prooflike  surfaces  can  be  seen  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas  of  the  obverse. 

Diameter:  0.885  inch.  As  we  are  privileged  to  offer  a  large  number  of  early  Coronet 
Type  half  eagles  in  this  sale,  it  has  occurred  to  the  cataloguer  (Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III) 
that  it  would  be  interesting  to  include  diameter  measurements  of  those  pieces  struck 
from  1839  through  1890  (excluding  coins  encapsulated  in  holders).  These  measure¬ 
ments  were  made  along  the  vertical  axis  of  each  obverse  (i.e.  from  top  to  bottom),  using 
plastic  SPI  calipers,  model  30-415.  These  calipers  have  a  precision  of  1/1,000  inch.  As  is 
well  known,  coins  are  not  perfectly  round;  variations  in  diameter  have  been  found  as 
great  as  3/1,000  of  an  inch  on  some  half  eagle  specimens  of  the  era.  Accordingly,  there  is 
a  limit  to  the  extent  that  useful  inferences  can  be  drawn  from  the  recorded  data.  Despite 
this,  some  major  trends  stand  out  clearly;  indeed,  diameters  may  occasionally  be  useful 
in  identifying  the  mint  of  origin  when  a  mintmark  is  either  unclear  or  suspect. 

When  making  comparisons  with  coins  in  this  catalogue  and  those  elsewhere,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  compare  like  grade  with  like  grade.  That  is,  a  coin  in  VF-20  grade  should  be 
compared  in  diameter  with  another  piece  that  is  worn  to  the  VF-20  level,  thus  compen¬ 
sating  for  any  attrition  by  wear  or  handling.  Most  probably,  AU  and  Mint  State  coins 
could  be  grouped  together  for  this  purpose. 


1224  1836  B-6508.  2nd  Head  Obverse,  Small  Wide  Date,  Large  5  in 
Denomination.  AU-55.  Pleasing  olive-gold  iridescence,  with  most 
of  the  original  mint  frost  still  surviving.  A  few  trivial  rim  marks  are 
noted  on  the  reverse. 

Breen’s  2nd  Head  Obverse  can  be  readily  distinguished  from  the  1st  and  3rd  Heads. 
The  Second  Head  type  has  a  double  forelock,  whereas  on  the  other  two  obverse  types  the 
forelock  is  single.  See  the  Breen  Encyclopedia  for  details. 


1225  1837  B-6512.  Large  Date,  Single  Forelock.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Essen¬ 
tially  brilliant  surfaces,  with  satiny  lustre  surviving  in  the  protected 
areas.  A  scattering  of  tiny  contact  nicks  can  be  seen  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  cheek. 


1226  1838  B-6515.  Small  Arrows.  EF-40.  Olive-gold  toning.  A  prominent 
reverse  rim  nick  is  noted  over  the  F  in  OF.  Coined  during  the  final 
year  of  the  Classic  Head  design  type. 


1227  1838-D  B-6518.  VF-30.  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  Minor 
edge  damage  at  12:30  relative  to  the  obverse  indicates  that  this 
piece  may  once  have  been  mounted  in  jewelry.  The  1838-D  is  no¬ 
table  as  the  first  half  eagle  issue  struck  at  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  It  is 
also  the  only  Classic  Head  half  eagle  issue  minted  at  that  facility. 


1229  1839-C  VF-20.  Olive-gold  surfaces.  A  few  tiny  rim  marks  are  noted, 

consistent  with  the  grade,  and  a  faint  line  can  be  seen  in  front  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  face.  The  mintmark  of  the  1839-C  is  located  on  the 
obverse;  beginning  in  1840  and  in  all  subsequent  years  of  the 
Coronet  design  type,  the  mintmark  is  beneath  the  eagle  on  the  re¬ 
verse. 

Diameter:  0.871  inch. 


1230  1839-D  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of  prooflike 

character  surviving  in  the  protected  areas.  A  few  rim  bruises  are 
present  and  a  scarcely  noticeable  line  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty  s 
cheek. 

Diameter;  0.892  inch. 


Nearly  Mint  State  1840  $5 


1231  1840  Narrow  Mill.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  frosty 

devices  and  satiny  fields.  Excellent  eye  appeal  lor  the  grade.  A  con¬ 
dition  rarity  in  AU-58  condition.  It  is  doubtful  that  a  comparable 
specimen  could  be  located  without  a  long  and  arduous  seaich. 

PCC.S  Population:  2;  5  finci  (MS-65  finest).  Diameter:  0.856  inch 
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1232  1840  Broad  Mill.  EF^45.  Olive-gold  iridescence. 

Diameter:  0.881  inch. 


1233  1840-C  Broad  Mill.  EF-40.  Blushes  of  pale  lilac  iridescence  en¬ 
hance  both  surfaces.  A  scarce  issue  with  an  estimated  surviving 
population  of  fewer  than  100  pieces  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  0.871  inch. 


1234  1840-D  Narrow  Mill.  EF-45.  Fully  brilliant.  Traces  of  prooflike  sur¬ 
face  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  A  scarce  issue  that  typically 
crosses  the  auction  block  just  four  or  five  times  during  the  course 
of  a  year. 

Diameter:  0.856  inch. 

1235  1840-0  Narrow  Mill.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-40.  Mostly  bril¬ 
liant  and  quite  attractive  overall,  but  with  some  light  scratches  in 
the  field  in  front  of  Liberty’s  neck. 

Diameter:  0.861  inch. 


Sharp  AU  1841  $5 


1236  1841  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  delicately  toned  in  a  pale 
olive-gold.  Much  original  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  A  scarce  date  in  all  grades  and  seldom  encountered 
above  the  AU-50  level.  Worth  a  high  bid  from  the  alert  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  3  finer  (MS-63  finest). 

While  occasional  Uncirculated  pieces  appear  in  auction  literature  dating  back  for 
many  decades,  it  is  quite  probable  that  many  if  not  most  of  these,  if  examined  by  PCGS 
or  another  respected  grading  authority,  would  indeed  be  at  the  AU  level.  Stated  differ¬ 
ently,  this  lovely  1841  AU-55  from  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  might  well  be  on 
par  with  certain  pieces  described  as  Uncirculated  a  generation  or  two  ago. 


1237  1841-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  with  some  traces 
of  prooflike  character  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Although  the  surviving  population  is  not  known  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  it  seems  likely  that  fewer  than  250  examples  still  exist. 

Diameter:  0.871  inch. 


1238  1841-D  VF-30.  Warm  olive-green  toning  enhances  both  surfaces, 
and  a  few  tiny  rim  nicks  can  be  seen.  A  scarce  issue  in  all  grades.  In 
most  years  only  a  tiny  handful  of  examples  cross  the  auction  block, 
typically  five  or  six. 

Diameter:  0.858  inch. 


1239 


1842  Small  Letters.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  some 
blushes  of  warm  olive  iridescence.  Scarce  in  all  grades,  with  just 
one  or  two  examples  crossing  the  auction  block  in  many  years. 


PCGS  Population:  2;  10  finer  (MS-65  finest).  The  reverse  dies  used  to  strike  1842  half 
eagles  were  produced  in  two  different  formats,  with  either  large  or  small  letters.  These 
can  be  easily  distinguished  from  one  another  in  side-by-side  comparisons.  Both  reverse 
styles  are  illustrated  in  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  and  in  David  Akers'  half  eagle  mono¬ 
graph. 
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Desirable  AU  1842  $5 

Large  Letters  Variety 
Among  Finest  Known 


1240  1842  Large  Letters.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Incorrectly  identified  as 
“Small  Letters”  on  the  slab.  Fully  brilliant,  with  wisps  of  mirrorlike 
surface  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  The  pres¬ 
ently  offered  example  ranks  among  the  finest  known  of  the  Large 
Letters  variety;  indeed,  researcher  David  Akers  was  able  to  ac¬ 
count  for  just  one  auction  appearance  of  a  specimen  grading  AU 
when  he  wrote  his  half  eagle  monograph  in  1979. 


1241  1842-C  Large  Date.  EF-40.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  with  traces 

of  frosty  lustre.  Some  granularity  is  noted  on  the  reverse  under  the 
eagle’s  neck,  and  a  nick  can  be  seen  on  the  eagle’s  shield.  Probably 
no  more  than  150  exist  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  0.876  inch. 
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1242  1842-D  Small  Date  and  Letters.  EF-45.  Mostly  pale  olive-gold,  with 
some  blushes  of  saffron  at  the  borders.  Distinguished  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  tiny  reverse  rim  flaw  at  8:00. 

Both  Large  Date  and  Small  Date  varieties  are  known.  The  Large  Date  type  is  scarcer. 
Diameter:  0.855  inch. 

Seldom  Seen  1842-D  $5  Gold 

Large  Date,  Large  Letters  Variety 


1243  1842-D  Large  Date  and  Letters.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  toning, 
with  traces  of  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  Most  design  features 
are  sharp  for  the  grade.  Considerably  scarcer  than  the  Small  Date 
variety. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  12  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1244  1842-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Attractive  for  the  grade.  Traces  of  original 
mirror  surfaces  are  noted  in  the  protected  areas.  A  rare  issue  in  all 
grades;  indeed  much  scarcer  than  the  16,400  piece  mintage  figure 
would  suggest.  A  prize  for  the  New  Orleans  Mint  specialist. 

Diameter:  0.859  inch. 

1245  1843  AU-53  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant,  with  most  of  the 
original  mint  lustre  still  surviving. 


1246  1843-C  EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  olive  iri¬ 
descence  on  the  high  points.  Appealing  from  an  aesthetic  perspec¬ 
tive. 

Diameter:  0.880  inch. 

1247  1843-D  VF-30.  Tinges  of  blue  and  violet  ornament  the  rims.  A  scat¬ 
tering  of  handling  marks  can  be  seen,  consistent  with  the  grade. 

Diameter:  0.854  inch. 


1248  1843-0  EF-45.  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade. 

Diameter:  0.859  inch. 


1249  1843-0  Large  Letters.  EF-45.  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade. 
Most  design  features  are  sharp.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  add  to  the 
overall  aesthetic  appeal. 

Diameter:  0.859  inch. 

1250  1844  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving.  Scarce  this  nicely  preserved  despite  the  modest 

.  catalogue  valuation.  Most  examples  seen  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade 
range. 

Diameter:  0.850  inch. 


1251  1844-C  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  olive  on  the 
high  points.  Wisps  of  prooflike  character  can  be  seen  around  the 
design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  One  of  the  scarcer  Charlotte 
Mint  issues,  particularly  above  the  VF  level. 

Diameter:  0.850  inch. 

1252  No  Lot. 


1253  1844-D  EF-45.  Flashy  and  attractive.  About  as  nice  an  example  as 
one  could  ever  hope  to  find  at  this  grade  level. 

Diameter:  0.855  inch. 

1254  1844-0  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  orange  on  the  high 
points.  A  scarcely  noticeable  obverse  rim  bump  is  present  at  10:00. 

Diameter:  0.863  inch. 


1255  1845-D  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  EF-40.  Uniform  olive-gold  surfaces 

Two  edge  dings  are  noted  and  some  tiny  digs  can  be  seen  at  the 
rims  beneath  the  date  and  above  the  eagle  s  head. 

Diameter:  0.855  inch. 
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1256  1845-0  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  EF-45.  Olive-gold  toning,  with  some 
hints  of  violet.  A  tiny  obverse  dig  is  noted  by  the  seventh  star  and  a 
reverse  edge  nick  can  be  seen  beneath  E  in  FIVE. 

Diameter:  0.866  inch. 

1257  1846  B-6561.  Large  Date.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck.  Much  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields,  espe¬ 
cially  on  the  reverse. 

The  logotype  used  to  produce  the  Large  Date  obverses  is  distinctly  different  from  the 
Small  Date  logotype.  Perhaps  the  varieties  can  be  most  easily  distinguished  by  examining 
the  numeral  6.  On  the  Large  Date  type  the  loop  of  the  6  is  wider  than  it  is  tall.  On  the 
Small  Date  variety  it  is  taller  than  it  is  wide. 

1258  1846  B-6562.  Small  Date.  VF-20.  Olive-gold  surfaces  with  pale  or¬ 
ange  highlights.  Listed  as  being  rare  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Ency¬ 
clopedia. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 


1259  1846-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant,  with  wisps  of  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  Softly  struck 
in  some  areas.  The  1846-C  ranks  as  one  of  the  scarcer  Charlotte 
Mint  issues  of  the  era.  It  seldom  appears  in  any  grade,  and  is  espe¬ 
cially  desirable  above  the  VF  level. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  9  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 

1260  1846-D  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  VF-30.  Fully  brilliant.  A  scattering  of 
contact  marks  can  be  seen  on  both  surfaces,  thus  accounting  for 
the  assigned  net  grade. 

Diameter:  0.854  inch. 


1261  1846-0  EF-40.  Cleaned  long  ago  and  now  mostly  retoned  in  or¬ 
ange-gold.  Much  scarcer  than  the  58,000  piece  mintage  figure 
would  lead  one  to  believe. 

Diameter:  0.865  inch. 

1262  1847  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck.  Much  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields.  A  few  rim  bruises  are  noted. 

Diameter:  0.847  inch. 

1263  1847-C  VF-30.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 


1265  1847-0  VF-30.  Essentially  brilliant.  Some  scratches  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  neck  prompt  us  to  suggest  in-person  examination  to  pro¬ 
spective  bidders.  The  1847-0  is  one  of  the  scarcest  half  eagle  issues 
of  the  era;  certainly  more  elusive  than  the  12,000  piece  mintage 
figure  would  seem  to  indicate. 

Diameter:  0.865  inch. 


1266  1848  AU-50.  Brilliant,  with  traces  of  prooflike  surfaces  surviving  in 
the  protected  areas.  Some  faint  hairline  scratches  can  be  seen  on 
the  reverse,  mostly  to  the  right  of  the  eagle. 

Diameter:  0.855  inch. 


1267  1848-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of 
satiny  lustre  surviving  in  the  fields.  Very  scarce  in  EP45  and  higher 
grades  despite  a  comparatively  generous  mintage  of  64,472  pieces. 
Most  examples  seen  range  from  F-12  to  EF-40. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  14  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1268  1848-D  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  blushes  of  vivit 
orange.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  design  ele 
ments  and  at  the  borders.  A  fine  line  can  be  seen  by  the  12th  star 
on  the  obverse. 

Diameter:  0.858  inch. 

The  half  eagle  was  the  highest  denomination  struck  at  both  the  Charlotte  and  the 
Dahlonega  mints.  As  this  was  the  most  efficient  way  of  converting  gold  bullion  to  coin 
form,  more  of  this  denomination  were  made  than  of  the  lower  values.  This  translates 
into  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  numismatist  today  to  complete  a  date  run  of  half 
eagles  from  one  or  both  mints.  While  all  pieces  are  certainly  scarce,  and  some  are  rare, 
and  still  others  are  scarce  in  lower  grades  and  very  rare  in  high  grades,  none  are  “impos¬ 
sible."  Thus,  completing  a  set  is  an  enjoyable  challenge  with  completion  a  realistic  goal. 


1269  1849  Doubled  49  in  Date.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  AU-50.  Lightly 
cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  brilliant.  Close  examination  reveals  a 
fewT  trivial  rim  bruises. 

Diameter:  0.858  inch. 


1264  1847-D  EF-45.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  olive-gold. 
Most  design  features  are  bold. 

Diameter:  0.855  inch. 


1270  1849-C  Net  F-15;  sharpness  VF-30.  The  obverse  has  some  promi¬ 
nent  marks  including  a  scratch  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  In-person 
examination  is  suggested. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 

1271  1849-D  VF-30.  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence.  Considerably 
scarcer  than  the  39,036  piece  mintage  figure  would  seem  to  sug¬ 
gest.  We  would  guess  that  probably  no  more  than  300  have  sur¬ 
vived  to  the  present  time. 

Diameter:  0.857  inch. 
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1272  1850  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  lovely  example.  The  1850  is  a 
rare  issue  in  all  grades  despite  its  comparatively  modest  catalogue 
value.  We  expect  many  generous  bids. 

Diameter:  0.858  inch. 


1273  1850-C  EF-40.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  pale  olive- 
gold  iridescence.  Traces  of  original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen.  The 
mintmark  is  sharply  defined  as  illustrated. 

Diameter:  0.855  inch. 


1274  1850-D  EF-40.  Uniform  olive-gold  iridescence.  The  mintmark  is 

clear  on  this  example.  A  scarce  issue  that  typically  crosses  the  auc¬ 
tion  block  just  a  few  times  per  year. 

Diameter:  0.860  inch. 


1278  1851-0  EF-45.  Uniform  olive-gold  iridescence.  Considerable 
amounts  of  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  design  elements. 
Survivors  are  scarce  in  all  grades  despite  a  comparatively  generous 
mintage  of  41,000  pieces. 

Diameter:  0.865  inch. 

1279  1852  AU-50.  Quite  lustrous  with  most  design  features  showing 
bold  definition.  Blushes  of  saffron  and  olive-gold  complement  the 
partially  brilliant  surfaces. 

Diameter:  0.859  inch. 


1280  1852-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  Blushes  of  pale  olive-gold  and  saffron  iri¬ 
descence  enhance  both  surfaces.  Much  original  prooflike  charac¬ 
ter  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 


1275  1851  AU-50  to  55.  Partially  brilliant,  with  some  blushes  of  olive- 
gold,  mosdy  on  the  high  points.  Much  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  in 
the  protected  areas,  especially  on  the  reverse. 

Diameter:  0.856  inch. 


1276  185 1-C  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  pair  of 
fine  scratches  on  the  obverse  accounts  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 
Diameter:  0.855  inch. 


1281  1852-D  AU-50.  Delicate  intermingled  olive-gold  and  orange  irides¬ 

cence.  Although  seen  with  some  regularity  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade 
range,  the  1852-D  is  scarce  at  the  AU  level.  Worth  a  generous  bid 
from  the  Dahlonega  Mint  specialist. 

Diameter:  0.862  inch. 


Attractive  AU  1853-C  $5 


Important  AU  185 1-D  $5 


1277  185 1-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original  mint 

lustre  surviving.  Although  the  185 1-D  is  seen  with  some  frequency 
in  the  VF  to  EF  range,  examples  grading  AU  or  finer  are  rare.  The 
presently  offered  specimen  ranks  among  the  finest  we  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  offer  in  recent  years. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  9  finer  (MS-61  finest). 

G»t  459  in  our  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  gold  coins  was  EF-40.  Most  other  pieces 
have  clustered  in  the  Very  Fine  category. 


1282  1853-C  AU-50  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  some  hints  of  green¬ 
ish  gold.  Traces  of  prooflike  character  can  be  seen  in  the  protected 
areas,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Not  easy  issue  to  find  at  the  Al 
grade  level.  Most  specimens  seen  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  range. 

The  equal  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  coin,  Lot  465. 


1283  1853-D  EF-40.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces.  A  few  trivial  rim  marks 

are  noted,  and  a  nick  can  be  seen  beneath  F.R  in  AMERICA,  but  in 
all  other  respects  quite  pleasing. 

Diameter:  0.862  inch. 
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1284  1854-C  EF-40.  The  mintmark  is  faint  on  this  example.  Partially  bril¬ 
liant,  with  blushes  of  olive-gold.  Traces  of  prooflike  character  can 
be  seen  around  the  design  elements.  Both  surfaces  show  evidence 
of  having  been  lightly  brushed  long  ago. 

Diameter:  0.859  inch. 


complement  the  prooflike  fields.  The  presently  offered  example 
ranks  among  the  finest  known  of  the  issue.  A  prize  for  the  numis¬ 
matist  who  appreciates  outstanding  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-60). 

Finer  than  any  of  a  string  of  pieces  we  have  catalogued  over  the  past  decade  or  two 
including  the  Eliasberg  Collection  (EF-45),  Norweb  Collection  (AU-50),  Kissel  and 
Victoria  Collections  (EF-45),  Matlock  Collection  (EF-40),  and  Edmonton  Collection  (VF- 
35),  among  others. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Gaston  DiBello  Collection,  1970. 

1291  1856  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  remarkably  lustrous  for  the 

grade.  Most  design  features  are  bold. 

Diameter:  0.849  inch. 


1285  1854-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  Mosdy  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  wisps  of 
deep  toning  around  the  letters  at  the  reverse  border. 


1292  1856-C  VF-35  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  One  of  the  scarcer  Char¬ 
lotte  Mint  issues  of  the  decade. 


1286  1854-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  and  very  “flashy”  for 
the  grade.  Worth  a  generous  bid  from  the  numismatist  who  de¬ 
sires  aesthetically  appealing  examples. 

1287  1855  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original  mint  lustre  still 
surviving. 

Diameter:  0.854  inch. 


1288  1855-C  EF-40.  Brilliant  and  attractive  overall.  Magnification  re¬ 
veals  a  few  hairline  marks  above  the  date.  Not  an  easy  issue  to  find 
in  EF  and  higher  grades;  most  examples  seen  are  at  the  VF  level. 
Diameter:  0.858  inch. 


1293  1856-D  EF-40.  Warm  olive-gold  toning  enhances  both  surfaces. 
The  rims  are  “beveled”  rather  than  square,  a  feature  described  by 
David  Akers  as  being  a  characteristic  of  the  issue.  The  1856-D 
ranks  as  one  of  the  scarcest  Dahlonega  Mint  half  eagles  and  is  wor¬ 
thy  of  a  generous  bid  as  such. 

Diameter:  0.864  inch. 


1294  1856-0  EF-45.  Olive-gold  toning.  Only  10,000  examples  were 
coined  and  survivors  are  elusive  in  all  grades,  particularly  in  EF 
and  better  condition.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  alert  spe¬ 
cialist. 

Diameter:  0.866  inch. 


1289  1855-D  EF-45.  Uniform  pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Ample  mint 
frost  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas,  especially  on  the  reverse. 
Somewhat  softly  struck  on  the  eagle’s  neck  and  shield  as  illus¬ 
trated. 

Diameter:  0.867  inch. 


Superb  AU-55  1855-0  $5 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


Outstanding  AU-55  1856-S  $5 

One  of  the  Finest  Known 


1295  1856-S  B-6626.  Medium  S  Mintmark.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  and  brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are 
mostly  prooflike;  especially  on  the  reverse.  The  presendy  offered 
specimen  ranks  among  the  finest  known  and  is  probablv  in  the 
Condition  Census  for  the  variety.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  advanced  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (MS-63). 

As  is  true  of  other  San  Francisco  gold  coins  of  this  era— see  notes  under  quarter  eagles 
earlier— half  eagles  of  the  1 850s  were  circulated  extensively,  and  pieces  are  very  rare  to¬ 
day  at  higher  grade  levels.  Today  there  may  be  several  thousand  1856-S  $5  pieces  in  exist¬ 
ence,  but  only  a  handful  that  can  mount  a  serious  challenge  to  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander 
Collection  coin. 


1290  1855-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  most  central  de¬ 
sign  features  showing  bold  definition.  The  satiny  devices  nicely 
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1296  1857-C  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  much  original  mint  lustre  still 
surviving.  Very  pleasing  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

Diameter:  0.858  inch. 


Rare  1858-S  $5 

One  of  the  Finest  Known 


1297  1857-D  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  EF-45.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 
hint  of  olive-gold.  Some  faint  hairlines  in  the  fields  are  indicative 
of  a  light  cleaning,  and  an  old  scratch  can  be  seen  in  Miss  Liberty’s 
hair,  thus  accounting  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 

Diameter:  0.866  inch. 


1298  1857-0  EF-40.  MosUy  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron  iridescence. 

Traces  of  prooflike  character  survive  in  the  protected  areas.  A  tiny 
reverse  rim  bump  is  noted  at  1:00.  Scarce  in  all  grades.  Subsequent  to 
1857  no  half  eagles  were  coined  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  until  1892. 

Diameter:  0.863  inch. 


1299  1857-S  Large  S.  EF-45.  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade. 
Scarcer  than  the  87,000  piece  mintage  figure  would  lead  one  to 
believe.  This  mintage  figure  includes  both  large  and  small  dates. 

Both  large  and  small  S-mintmarks  varieties  are  known.  On  the  Large-S  type,  the  mint- 
mark  is  about  1.7mm  tall,  while  on  the  Small-S  it  is  about  1.0mm  tall.  Diameter:  0.853 
inches. 


1300  1858  EF-45.  Essentially  brilliant  with  some  prooflike  character. 
Only  15,136  examples  were  coined  and  survivors  are  scarce  in  all 
grades.  Most  examples  offered  are  at  the  VF  level. 

Diameter:  0.854  inch. 


1301  1858-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Uniform  olive-gold  toning.  Probably  no 

more  than  1%  of  the  38,856  examples  originally  produced  still  sur¬ 
vive  today. 


Important  AU-55  1858-D  $5 


1302  1858-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  and  one  of  the  finest 

we’ve  seen  in  recent  times.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  and  the 
surfaces  are  brilliant.  Magnification  reveals  some  faint  hairlines  in  the 
fields.  Only  15,362  pieces  were  coined  and  survivors  are  elusive  in  all 
grades;  the  majority  of  examples  seen  are  in  the  VF  to  F.F  range. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4  finer  (MS-63  finest). 


1303  1858-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  obverse 
bagmarks  as  is  consistent  with  the  grade.  An  important  rarity,  ea¬ 
gerly  sought  in  all  grades.  The  presently  offered  example  ranks  as 
one  of  the  finest  known.  A  prize  for  the  alert  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Although  18,600  were  minted  of  this  issue,  today  examples  at  any  grade  level  are  quite 
a  bit  rarer  than  this  figure  would  indicate.  Presumably,  many  if  not  most  were  exported. 
During  this  era  San  Francisco  had  a  very  lively  foreign  trade  by  ship  through  its  port,  with 
vessels  arriving  and  departing  every  day.  Payment  for  merchandise  was  usually  made  in 
gold  coins.  If  silver  coins  were  required  (such  as  by  Orient  merchants  and  financial  insti¬ 
tutions  that  preferred  them),  Mexican  “dollars”  were  purchased  from  bullion  dealers,  al¬ 
though  a  generous  portion  of  the  relatively  few  Liberty  Seated  silver  coins  minted  in  San 
Francisco  during  this  decade  were  also  shipped  to  far-off  destinations. 

1304  1859  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  hints  of  olive  and  lilac.  A  rare 
issue  in  EF-45  and  higher  grades. 

Diameter:  0.852  inch. 


1305  1859-C  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Some  hairline  marks  are  noted  on 
the  obverse.  The  reverse  shows  pronounced  softness  of  definition 
as  is  typical  for  the  issue;  something  evidently  due  to  die  wear 
rather  than  to  weak  striking. 

Diameter:  0.860  inch. 

1306  1859-D  VF-30.  Pinkish  gold  surfaces.  Only  10,366  examples  were 
struck,  the  second  lowest  production  figure  in  the  Dahlonega  Mint 
half  eagle  series. 

Diameter:  0.864  inch. 

Truly  Important  AU  1859-S  $5 

A  “Sleeper”  Rarity 


1307  1859-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  much  frosty  lustre 
around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp  including  the  obverse  stars,  all  of  which  show  their 
radials.  The  population  report  data  presented  below  attest  to  the 
great  rarity  of  the  issue  in  higher  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (AU-55). 

The  1859-S,  of  which  13,220  were  minted,  is  many  degrees  rarer  than  even  the  modest 
mintage  would  indicate.  Again,  most  were  probably  exported  and  later  melted  More¬ 
over,  relative  to  the  present  example,  the  finest  that  Louis  E  Fliasberg  and  the  Norweb 
family  could  find  were  in  each  instance  F.F-40  examples  Here  indeed  is  a  numismatic 
prize. 
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1308  I860  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Blushes  of  pale  olive-gold  enhance  mostly 
brilliant  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with  excellent  detail  definition. 
Distinguished  by  a  tiny  obverse  rim  nick  at  5:00.  A  scarce  issue  this 
nicely  preserved. 

Diameter:  0.850  inch. 


1309  1860-C  EF-45.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of  pale 
olive-gold.  The  reverse  has  pronounced  softness  as  is  typical  for 
the  issue;  something  evidendy  due  to  die  wear  rather  than  to  weak 
striking.  A  scattering  of  minor  contact  marks  and  rim  bruises  is 
noted. 

Diameter:  0.861  inch. 


Lovely  AU  1860-D  $5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1310  1860-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  Much  satiny  lustre  still 
survives  in  the  fields.  A  touch  of  softness  is  noted  on  the  eagle’s 
neck  and  wingtips,  but  most  other  design  features  are  as  sharp  as 
could  be  desired.  Outstanding  both  technically  and  aesthetically. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  8  finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Mintage:  14,635.  Those  that  survive  today,  probably  something  like  2%  or  3%  of  the 
mintage  total,  are  typically  encountered  in  grades  of  VF  to  EF,  only  rarely  AU. 
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1311  1860-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  wisps  of  lustre  noted 
around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Much  scarcer  in  EF  and 
higher  grades  than  the  21,200-piece  mintage  figure  would  seem  to 
suggest;  survivors  are  rarely  offered  in  any  condition. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  9  finer  (AU-50  finest). 

1312  1861  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

Diameter:  0.847  inch. 

Brilliant  EF  186 1-C  $5 

Last  Charlotte  Issue 


1313  1861-C  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of  prooflike 
character  around  the  central  devices  and  at  the  borders.  Most  de¬ 
sign  features  are  sharp  for  the  grade.  The  1861-C  is  notable  as  the 
last  half  eagle  issue  struck  at  the  Charlotte  Mint.  Only  6,879  ex¬ 
amples  were  produced. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  16  finer  (AU-58  finest). 

Very  Elusive  EF-40  186 1-S  $5 


1314  1861-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  frosty  lustre 
visible  in  the  protected  areas.  Very  rare  in  all  grades;  indeed,  much 
more  elusive  than  the  18,000-piece  mintage  figure  would  suggest. 
PCGS  has  certified  just  15  examples  in  all  grades  over  the  years.  A 
prize  certain  to  highlight  any  cabinet  of  U.S.  gold  issues. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  5  finer  (AU-53  finest). 


Rare  1862  Half  Eagle 


1315  1862  EF-45  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant,  with  just  a  delicate  nu¬ 
ance  of  olive-gold.  A  mere  4,465  examples  were  coined,  and  survi¬ 
vors  are  elusive  in  all  grades;  indeed  the  1862  ranks  as  one  of  the 
rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  of  the  design  type. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  4  finer  (AU-53  finest). 

Beginning  in  1862,  the  treasury  stopped  paying  out  gold  coins  at  par.  Accordingly. 
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Philadelphia  Mint  production  dropped  precipitately,  as  such  pieces  were  no  longer 
needed  for  domestic  use  (but  could  be  purchased  at  a  premium  for  foreign  exchange). 
Gold  flowing  into  the  Philadelphia  Mint  was  thus  converted  into  higher  denominations, 
particularly  the  $20,  which  were  easier  to  handle  or  export.  Accordingly,  denominations 
other  than  the  $10  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  after  1862  are  for  the  most  part  rari¬ 
ties  today. 


Classic  1862-S  Half  Eagle 


1316  1862-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  surfaces.  A  great  rarity  in  the 
Liberty  Head  half  eagle  series,  one  of  only  9,500  struck  at  San 
Francisco  this  year.  Researcher  David  Akers  was  able  to  find  list¬ 
ings  of  the  1862-S  in  just  5%  of  the  auction  catalogues  that  he  sur¬ 
veyed  while  writing  his  half  eagle  monograph. 

PCGS  Population:  6  (VF);  9  finer  (AU-50  finest). 


Low-Mintage  1863  Half  Eagle 


1317  1863  EF-45  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces.  Attractive  for 
the  grade,  with  most  design  features  showing  bold  definition. 
Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  A  mere  2,472 
half  eagles  were  coined  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  during  the  year, 
and  survivors  are  seldom  offered  in  any  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  5  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


Rare  1863-S  Half  Eagle 


1318 


1863-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron.  A 
scattering  of  bagmarks  is  noted  on  both  surfaces,  and  traces  of 
frosty  lustre  can  be  seen.  It  is  likely  that  less  than  1%  of  the  original 
17,000-piece  mintage  still  survives. 


PCGS  Population:  6  (VF);  8  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


Classic  1864-S  Half  Eagle 

One  of  the  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1320  1864-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  brilliant.  The  reverse  exhib¬ 
its  just  a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence.  A  mere  3,888  examples  were 
coined  and  survivors  are  extremely  rare.  David  Akers  was  able  to 
find  offerings  of  the  1864-S  in  only  4%  of  the  auction  catalogues  in 
his  survey.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1  finer  (AU-50). 


Classic  1865  Half  Eagle 


1321  1865  EF-40  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  rose  at 
the  borders.  The  obverse  is  somewhat  bagmarked.  A  mere  1,295 
examples  were  coined  and  survivors  are  rare  in  all  grades.  The 
presently  offered  example  ranks  among  the  finest  graded  by 
PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  6  finer  AU-53  (finest). 


1319  1864  EF-45.  An  elusive  Civil  War  era  issue  having  a  mintage  of  just 

4,220  pieces.  A  tiny  reverse  rim  nick  is  noted  beneath  F  in  FIVE. 

Diameter:  0.848  inch. 
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Lustrous  AU  1865-S  $5  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1322  1865-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive  with  most  of  the 
original  mint  lustre  still  surviving,  especially  on  the  reverse.  The 
1865-S  is  a  rarity  in  all  grades  and  is  extremely  rare  above  the  EF 
classification.  Possibly  a  Condition  Census  specimen.  We  expect 
many  generous  bids  when  this  beauty  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


Rare  1866-S  No  Motto  $5 


1323  1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Warm  green-gold  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  Some  bagmarks  are  noted  on  the  obverse. 
The  1866-S  is  an  elusive  issue  coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
No  Motto  design  type.  Only  9,000  examples  were  produced,  and 
probably  no  more  than  1%  of  the  original  mintage  still  survives, 
mostly  in  VF  and  lower  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  5  finer  (AU-50  finest). 


Xi^V tj/ 

1324  1866  EF-45  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  olive- 
gold.  An  elusive  date  having  a  mintage  of  just  6,730  pieces.  Survi¬ 
vors  are  rare  in  EF-45  and  higher  grades  despite  comparatively 
modest  catalogue  values. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  9  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


1325  1866-S  With  Motto.  VT-30.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A  heavy  mark  is 

noted  in  the  field  about  2mm  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  chin.  Sel¬ 
dom  offered  in  any  grade.  Coined  during  the  first  year  of  the  With 
Motto  design  type. 

Diameter:  0.854  inch. 


Lovely  AU  1867  $5 

One  of  the  Finest  Known 


1326  1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  proof¬ 
like.  Only  6,920  half  eagles  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
during  the  year,  and  most  survivors  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  range.  Nice 
AU  examples  are  of  the  utmost  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1  finer  (AU-58) 


1327  1867-S  VF-30.  Excellent  eye  appeal.  A  very  scarce  issue  in  all 
grades.  Although  29,000  were  minted  we  doubt  that  as  many  as 
100  have  survived  to  the  present  time.  A  prize  for  the  alert  half 
eagle  specialist. 

Diameter:  0.853  inch. 


1328  1868  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  green-gold  toning,  with  traces  of  satiny 

lustre  noted.  Only  5,725  examples  were  struck,  and  suivivors  are 
rare  in  all  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  10  finer  (AU-58  finest). 
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( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1329  1868-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Remarkably  lustrous  for  the 
grade.  An  elusive  date  in  AU  and  higher  grades  despite  a  compara¬ 
tively  generous, mintage  of  52,000  pieces.  It  is  likely  that  only  a 
small  fraction  of  1%  of  the  original  production  figure  still  survives. 

Diameter:  0.855  inch. 


1330  1869  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Close  examina¬ 
tion  shows  pitung  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  Only 
1,785  examples  were  struck,  and  survivors  are  rare  in  all  grades. 
Diameter:  0.849  inch. 


Elusive  EF  1869-S  $5 


1331  1869-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen 

around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  The  1869-S  is  elu¬ 
sive  in  all  grades  despite  a  comparatively  generous  mintage  of 
31,000  pieces.  It  is  absolutely  rare  above  the  VF  level. 

Diameter:  0.856  inch. 


Impressive  AU  1870  $5 


vices.  Only  a  tiny  proportion  of  the  4,035  minted  have  survived  to 
the  present  time,  and  just  a  handful  are  above  the  EF  level.  A  pri/e 
certain  to  enhance  any  cabinet  of  19th-century  gold  issues. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  5  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


1333  1870-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  olive-gold  iridescence  enhances 
both  surfaces.  Frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  at  the  borders  and  around 
the  design  elements.  The  1870-CC  ranks  as  one  of  the  scarcest  Car- 
son  City  Mint  half  eagles.  Only  7,675  examples  were  coined. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4  finer  (MS-61  finest). 


1334  1870-S  VF-25  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned.  An  abrasion  can  be  seen  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  Elusive  in  all  grades  as  indeed  are  most  San 
Francisco  Mint  half  eagle  issues  of  the  1870s. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  13  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


Impressive  AU  1871  $5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twite  actual  size) 

1335  1871  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 

the  fields  exhibit  considerable  prooflike  character.  Only  3,230  ball 
eagles  were  coined  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  18/1,  and  AU  survi¬ 
vors  are  especially  elusive.  Probably  a  Rarity-6  item  above  the  Kf 
classification. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  6  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1332  1870  AU-50  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant.  Tinges  of  mirror  surface 

can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  numerals,  and  central  de¬ 
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1336  1871-CC  VF-35.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  with  traces  of  mint 
frost  visible  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Scarce  and 
desirable. 

Diameter:  0.853  inch. 


1337  187 1-S  Double  Punched  Date.  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some 
handling  marks  noted  on  the  obverse.  Each  of  the  numerals  in  the 
date  shows  traces  of  doubling  on  this  example. 

Diameter:  0.855  inch. 


1338  1872  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  warm  olive  irides¬ 
cence.  Traces  of  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  around  the  stars, 
letters,  numerals,  and  central  devices.  A  mere  1,690  examples 
were  coined  and  survivors  are  rare  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  0.850  inch. 

Low  mintages  of  half  eagles  at  Philadelphia  characterized  many  issues  of  this  era. 
There  was  a  great  demand  for  coins  for  export  and  commercial  services,  and  the  $20 
denomination  was  more  convenient  to  coin  and  handle,  given  a  specific  amount  of  gold. 


1339  1872-CC  EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  olive-gold  and 
saffron.  Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and 
numerals.  Scarce  and  desirable  in  all  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  17  (VF);  12  finer  (AU-50  finest). 

Diameter:  0.852  inch. 


Lovely  AU  1872-S  $5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1340  1872-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original  mint 
lustre  surviving.  Although  the  1872-S  is  occasionally  offered  in  EF 
and  lower  grades,  it  is  an  important  condition  rarity  at  the  AU-50 
level.  It  is  unlikely  that  more  than  just  a  tiny  handful  of  compa¬ 
rable  examples  exist  in  all  numismatics. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


1341  1873  Closed  3.  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Blushes  of  saffron  enhance  the  par¬ 
tially  brilliant  surfaces.  A  Uny  nick  is  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 

Diameter:  0.849  inch.  Both  Closed  3  and  Open  3  type  half  eagles  were  coined  during 
the  year.  These  varieties  were  first  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  numismatic  commu¬ 
nity  by  the  late  Harry  X  Boosel,  who  specialized  in  1873-dated  coinage. 

1342  1873  Open  3.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  The  devices  are 
frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  As  the  Population  Report  data  indi¬ 
cate,  the  1873  Open  3  $5  is  really  quite  scarce  in  Uncirculated  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  13  finer  (MS-64  finest). 


1343  1873-CC  VF-30.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Rare  and  desirable  in 
all  grades.  Only  7,416  half  eagles  were  coined  at  the  Carson  City 
Mint  during  the  year. 

Diameter:  0.853  inch. 


1344  1873-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  A  pair  of  fine  pin  scratches 
are  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  An  important  rarity  in  all  grades 
and  especially  desirable  above  the  VF  classification. 

Diameter:  0.850  inch. 
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Brilliant  AU  1874  $5 


_  ( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1345  1874  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  The  devices  are  frosty 

and  much  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  in  the  fields,  especially  on 
the  reverse.  One  of  the  nicest  survivors  from  an  original  mintage 
of  just  3,508  pieces.  Scarce  in  all  grades,  and  rare  at  the  AU  level. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 1  finer  (MS-60  finest). 


1346  1874-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  mint  lustre  still  surviv¬ 
ing.  Population  Report  data  seem  to  indicate  that  the  1874-CC  is 
very  scarce  at  the  EF  level;  indeed,  much  more  so  than  the  modest 
catalogue  valuations  would  seem  to  suggest. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  6  finer  (MS-62  finest). 

1347  1874-S  VF-30.  Warm  olive-gold  toning.  The  1874-S  ranks  among 
the  rarest  San  Francisco  Mint  half  eagles  and  is  seldom  offered  in 
any  condition.  Worth  a  generous  bid. 

Diameter:  0.850  inch. 


Elusive  EF  1875-CC  $5 


1348  1875-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade. 
Somewhat  softly  struck  on  the  eagle’s  neck  and  claws.  Traces  of 
prooflike  character  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  re¬ 
verse.  An  elusive  issue  seldom  offered  in  any  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  15  finer  (MS-60  finest). 


Rare  EF  1875-S  $5 


1349  1875-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Warm  green-gold  iridescence.  An  elusive 
issue  in  all  grades  and  an  important  condition  rarity  at  the  EF-45 
level.  Although  9,000  were  originally  coined,  it  is  likely  that  fewer 
than  100  have  survived  to  the  present  time. 


Elusive  1876  Half  Eagle 


1350  1876  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  splashes  of  orange-red 

“rust”  oxidation.  Some  faint  hairlines  in  the  fields  are  indicative  of 
an  old  cleaning.  A  rare  issue  having  a  mintage  of  just  1,477  pieces. 
It  is  doubtful  that  as  many  as  100  business  strikes  still  exist. 
Diameter:  0.850  inch. 


1351  1876-CC  VF-30.  Warm  olive  surfaces.  Only  6,887  examples  of  the 

variety  were  coined,  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  any  Carson  City 
Mint  half  eagle.  The  1876-CC  ranks  among  the  rarest  five-dollar 
issues  of  the  era. 

Diameter:  0.852  inch. 


Classic  EF  1876-S  $5  Rarity 


1352  1876-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces.  Much  satiny 

lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas  around  the  design  ele¬ 
ments.  A  scant  4,000  examples  were  coined  and  few  have  survived 
in  any  grade,  mostly  at  the  VF  level.  All  examples  seen  have  an 
incuse  hole  in  Miss  Liberty’s  earlobe  as  made,  certainly  an  interest¬ 
ing  characteristic! 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (MS-64  finest). 
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1353  1877  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  tinges  of  violet  at  the 
rims.  A  mere  1,152  examples  were  struck,  the  third  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  figure  of  any  Coronet  type  half  eagle  coined  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  Survivors  are  rare  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  0.846  inch. 


1354  1877-CC  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  EF-40.  Lightly  polished  long  ago 
and  now  mosdy  retoned  in  a  greenish  gold.  Scarce  and  desirable 
in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  0.851  inch. 


1355  1877-S  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre  still  surviv¬ 
ing  in  the  protected  areas.  An  important  rarity  in  EF-45  and  higher 
grades  despite  modest  catalogue  valuations.  Worth  a  generous 
bid. 

Diameter:  0.852  inch. 


1356  1878-CC  VF-20.  A  pair  of  scarcely  noticeable  hairline  marks  can  be 
seen  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  The  1878-CC  ranks  among  the 
rarest  of  all  LLS.  half  eagles.  Typically  only  a  few  examples  cross 
the  auction  block  during  the  course  of  a  year,  and  in  some  years 
none  are  offered. 

Diameter:  0.851  inch. 


1357  1878-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre.  Most  design  features  show 
bold  definition.  Not  as  rare  as  most  of  the  earlier  San  Francisco 
Mint  issues,  but  very  elusive  in  comparison  with  the  1880-S,  1881- 
S,  and  1882-S.  A  prize  for  the  alert  bidder. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  15  finer  (MS-64  finest). 


1358  1879-CC  EF-45.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  much  prooflike 
character  evident  on  the  obverse.  Although  the  1879-CC  is  seen 
with  some  frequency  in  Fine  to  VF,  it  is  actually  quite  elusive  at  the 
EF-45  level.  An  excellent  opportunity  for  the  Carson  City  Mint  spe¬ 
cialist. 

Diameter:  0.858  inch. 

1359  1880-CC  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  prooflike  character 
noted  in  the  fields.  Excellent  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 

Diameter:  0.854  inch. 


1360  1880-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Hints  of  saffron  complement  the  mostly 
brilliant  surfaces.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  defined  to  full 
advantage. 

1361  1881-CC  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  VF-30.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  now 
retoned  in  a  warm  green-gold.  Magnification  reveals  a  pair  of 
scarcely  noticeable  hairline  scratches. 

Diameter:  0.854  inches. 


1362  1882  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  sharply  struck.  Nice  in 
every  way. 

1363  1882-CC  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  olive-gold.  Much 
satiny  lustre  is  noted  in  the  protected  areas.  A  prominent  nick  can 
be  seen  on  Liberty’s  neck. 

Diameter:  0.855  inch. 


1364  1883-CC  VF-30.  Intermingled  olive  and  orange-brown  toning. 
Scarce  and  desirable  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  0.843  inch. 


1365  1883-S  MS-61.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Some  obverse  bagmarks  are 
about  all  that  keeps  this  piece  out  of  the  MS  63  category.  One  of 
the  scarcest  San  Francisco  Mint  issues  of  the  1880s  in  Uncirculated 
grade. 

Diameter:  0.853  inch. 
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1366  1884-CC  VF-30.  Essentially  brilliant  with  traces  of  prooflike  charac¬ 
ter  surviving,  most  notably  on  the  reverse.  Some  old  handling 
marks  and  rim  bruises  can  be  seen. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 


1367  1884-S  AU-55.  Quite  prooflike  with  both  surfaces  exhibiting  con¬ 
siderable  cameo  contrast. 

Diameter:  0.843  inch. 

1368  1888  AU-50. 

Diameter:  0.849  inch. 


Desirable  Mint  State  1888-S  $5 


1369  1888-S  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  obverse  stars. 
Although  293,900  examples  were  originally  struck,  very  few  were 
set  aside  at  the  time  of  issue.  The  1888-S  is  now  recognized  as  an 
important  condition  rarity  in  Uncirculated  grade.  David  Akers  was 
able  to  account  for  just  three  auction  appearances  of  Mint  State 
specimens  when  he  wrote  his  monograph  on  half  eagles  in  1979. 


1370  1889  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  scarce  date  having  a  mintage 

of  just  7,565  pieces. 

Diameter:  0.849  inch. 


1371  1890  EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  with  hints  of  olive-gold  and  lilac.  The 

issue  is  especially  popular  because  of  its  tiny  mintage  of  just  4,328 
pieces. 

Diameter:  0.843  inch. 


1372  1890-CC  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant.  Considerable  prooflike  character  is 

exhibited  by  both  surfaces,  especially  on  the  reverse. 

Diameter:  0.842  inch. 


Maximum  Expenditure  Option 

Take  advantage  of  our  “Maximum  Expenditure”  op¬ 
tion  listed  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  this  way,  you  can 
bid  on  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  you  actually  wish  to 
spend,  and  we  will  keep  track  of  your  bidding  until  that 
amount  is  reached.  For  example,  if  you  wish  to  spend 
$5,000,  you  can  bid  on  up  to  $40,000  worth  of  coins!  Try 
our  “Maximum  Expenditure”  option.  It  has  worked  for 
others,  and  it  will  work  for  you. 


Gem  1891  Half  Eagle 

Tied  as  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1373  1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mosdy  brilliant  in  the  central  areas  with  just  a 
hint  of  olive-gold  at  the  borders.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  are 
sharp  and  the  surfaces  are  frosty.  Although  not  particularly  rare  in 
Uncirculated  grade,  most  examples  offered  are  in  the  MS-60  to 
MS-63  range.  The  presently  offered  example  is  tied  as  finest  certi¬ 
fied  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


1374  1891-CC  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a 
hint  of  natural  iridescence. 

Diameter:  0.843  inch. 


1375  1892-CC  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 


1376  1892-0  AU-50.  Pleasing  orange-gold  surfaces.  Lustrous,  with  most 
design  features  showing  bold  definition.  A  scattering  of  bagmarks  is 
noted.  Notable  as  the  first  half  eagle  issue  struck  at  the  New  Orleans 
Mint  subsequent  to  1857.  The  1892-0  is  a  desirable  issue  having  a 
mintage  of  just  10,000  pieces.  Survivors  are  elusive  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  0.847  inch. 

1377  1892-S  AU-50/55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Diameter:  0.841  inch. 

1378  1893-CC  EF-40.  Warm  olive  and  pink  toning.  Notable  as  the  last 
half  eagle  issue  struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 

Diameter:  0.844  inch. 

1379  1893-0  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Most  design  features  show 
bold  definition. 

Diameter:  0.846  inch. 

1380  1893-S  MS-60.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 
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1381  1894-0  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  prooflike 
character.  Somewhat  softly  struck  on  the  high  points.  A  faint  line 
can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 

1382  1894-S  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  One  of  the  scarcest  half  eagle 
issues  of  the  1890s.  Worth  a  generous  bid  from  the  alert  specialist. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 

1383  1895-S  EF-45.  Pleasing  orange-gold  surfaces.  Much  frosty  lustre 
can  be  seen  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  rims.  A  tiny  re¬ 
verse  edge  bump  is  noted  at  6:00. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 

1384  1896-S  AU-55.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck.  Close  exami¬ 
nation  reveals  some  minor  handling  marks  on  the  obverse.  A  com¬ 
paratively  scarce  issue  in  AU-55  and  higher  grades. 

Diameter:  0.845  inch. 


1385  1897-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with 
some  blushes  of  olive  and  violet.  Most  design  features  show  bold 
definition.  A  scarce  issue  in  Uncirculated  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  12  finer  (MS-68  finest). 

1386  1898-S  MS-61  (NGC).  A  delicate  nuance  of  olive-gold  enhances  the 
frosty  surfaces. 

1387  1900-S  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Diameter:  0.846  inch. 

1388  1904-S  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant  with  almost  all  of  the  original  mint 
lustre  still  surviving. 

Diameter:  0.844  inch. 

1389  1905-S  AU-55.  Appealing  orange-gold  surfaces  display  hints  of  vio¬ 
let. 

1390  1906  AU-55.  Brilliant. 

Diameter:  0.848  inch. 

Gem  Mint  State  1908-D  Indian  $5 


1391  1908-D  Indian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  example  exhibiting 

a  warm  nuance  of  olive-gold.  Far  nicer  than  the  great  majority  of 
Uncirculated  examples  seen.  Certain  to  highlight  any  cabinet  of 
20th-century  gold  issues. 

PCGS  Population:  46;  6  finer  (MS4>5  finest). 

First  year  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt’s  Indian  design,  also  used  on  the  quarter  eagles  of  this 
date.  Pratt  studied  under  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  The  latter  had  been  commissioned  to 
redesign  all  American  coinage  from  the  cent  through  the  $20,  but  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  the  summer  of  1907,  just  the  $10  and  $20  had  been  essentially  completed.  Pratt, 
a  Boston  sculptor,  was  contacted  to  pick  up  the  pieces  on  the  $2.50  and  $5  designs.  The 
perched  eagle  on  the  reverse  pays  homage  in  a  general  way  to  the  bird  depicted  on  the 
reverse  of  his  mentor's  1907  $10. 
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1392  1908-S  EF-45/VF-30.  Uniform  olive-gold  iridescence.  A  popular  is¬ 
sue  having  a  mintage  of  just  82,000  pieces,  the  third  lowest  pro¬ 
duction  figure  of  the  Indian  Head  design  type. 


1393  1909-0  EF-40.  Olive-gold  surfaces  with  much  original  mint  lustre 
surviving  in  the  protected  areas.  The  1909-0  is  popular  with  collec¬ 
tors  for  a  number  of  reasons.  First,  it  has  the  lowest  mintage  in  the 
Indian  Head  series,  just  34,200  pieces.  Second,  it  is  the  only  Indian 
Head  $5  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Third,  it  is  the  last  gold 
issue  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

1394  191 1-D  AU-50.  Olive-gold  toning  enhances  the  mosdy  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  The  191 1-D  is  notable  for  having  the  second  lowest  mintage 
in  the  Indian  Head  half  eagle  series,  just  72,500  pieces. 


$10  Gold  Eagles  1795-1933 

Eagles  or  $10  pieces  were  minted  in  small  numbers  from 
1795  through  1804,  after  which  coinage  was  suspended  until 
1838.  It  is  the  latter  years  that  concern  us  primarily  with  the 
Alexander  Collection,  although  an  attractive  and  lustrous  1803 
is  certainly  worthy  of  notice. 

In  1838  the  new  Liberty  Head  design  by  Christian  Gobrecht 
made  its  debut,  but  only  9,200  were  made.  The  core  of  the 
Alexander  Collection  begins  with  this  date  and  continues 
through  the  series  for  years  thereafter,  including  along  the  way 
many  scarce  and  rare  pieces,  seldom  seen,  high-grade  issues 
(such  as  the  1856-0  and  1857-0),  and  other  rarities.  Many 
pieces  dated  in  the  1860s  are  either  rare  in  terms  of  absolute 
mintage  or  elusive  in  high  grades.  Following  the  trend  men¬ 
tioned  earlier  for  the  half  eagle  series,  in  general  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  coins  tend  to  have  smaller  mintages  and  the  San  Francisco 
larger  production  quantities.  However,  San  Francisco  pieces 
were  used  extensively  in  circulation,  and  most  pieces  offeredl 
today  are  well  worn.  Such  coins  as  the  1865-S  in  the  Alexander 
Collection,  a  lustrous  AU,  must  be  considered  a  landmark. 

Carson  City  pieces  of  the  1870s,  1880s,  and  early  1890s  are 
of  interest  and  are  nicely  represented  in  the  Alexander  Collec¬ 
tion,  interspersed  with  many  other  issues  from  Philadelphia,. 
New  Orleans,  and  San  Francisco,  some  of  which  are  fairly 
elusive. 

Then  come  the  Indian  $  10  pieces  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,, 
which  are  represented  by  a  nice  selection  including  attractive’ 
San  Francisco  Mint  pieces. 
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Lustrous  AU-50  1803  $10 


1395  1803  Breen-IA.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rarity-4.  Pale  olive-gold  irides¬ 
cence.  The  design  elements  are  frosty  and  much  prooflike  charac¬ 
ter  can  be  seen  in  the  fields. 

One  obverse  die  and  six  reverse  dies  are  known  to  have  been  used  to  coin  1803 
eagles.  On  Reverse  A,  the  stars  are  small,  a  space  between  the  clouds  is  beneath  the  right 
side  of  E  in  STATES,  and  an  olive  leaf  is  close  to,  but  does  not  touch,  the  right  foot  of  I  in 
AMERICA. 


1396  1838  VF-20.  Orange-gold  and  olive  toning.  Some  old  scratches, 
bagmarks,  and  rim  bruises  are  noted.  Coined  during  the  first  year 
of  the  design  type.  Only  7,200  eagles  were  struck  during  the  year. 

The  obverse  design  was  by  Christian  Gobrecht,  chief  engraver  at  the  mint,  who  served 
in  that  post  undl  his  death  in  1844.  This  is  the  earliest  appearance  of  the  motif  on  a  gold 
coin,  as  it  was  not  employed  on  the  half  eagle  until  1839  and  the  quarter  eagle  until  1840. 

Diameter:  1.075  inches.  We  have  included  diameter  measurements  of  the  various  $10- 
dollar  pieces  from  1838  through  1907  as  described  in  the  lots  which  follow  (excluding 
those  encapsulated  in  holders).  These  measurements  were  made  along  the  vertical  axis 
of  each  obverse  (i.e.  from  top  to  bottom),  using  plastic  SPI  calipers,  model  30-415.  These 
calipers  have  a  precision  of  1/1,000  inch. 

1397  1839  First  Head  or  Type  of  ‘38,  Large  Letters.  F-15  to  VF-20. 

Warm  olive-gold  surfaces.  Magnification  reveals  a  fine  pin  scratch 
on  the  reverse. 

Two  different  device  puncheons  were  used  to  prepare  the  obverse  dies  of  1839.  The 
“First  Head"  type,  earlier  employed  to  produce  1838  eagles,  is  characterized  by  a  mark¬ 
edly  curved  bust  truncation.  The  “Second  Head"  design,  which  was  later  used  to  produce 
the  obverse  dies  in  1840  and  subsequent  years,  has  a  much  less  dramatic  curvature  at  the 
truncation.  Diameter:  1.072  inches. 


1398  1839  Second  Head,  Small  Letters.  VF-30.  Warm  olive-gold  toning 

with  a  tiny  reverse  rim  mark  noted  at  10:00.  Much  scarcer  than  the 
so-called  “First  Head”  type.  Walter  Breen  attributed  the  discovery 
of  the  variety  to  B.  Max  Mehl,  who  considered  it  to  be  a  pattern. 

Diameter:  1.073  inches. 


1399  1840  EF-40.  Attractive  for  the  grade.  Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen 
around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

Diameter:  1.072  inches. 

1400  1841  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold-green.  Both  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  scattering  of  bagmarks,  and  an  obverse  rim  nick  is 
noted  at  8:00.  Traces  of  prooflike  surfaces  can  be  seen  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas. 

Diameter:  1.074  inches. 

Desirable  EF-40  1841-0  $10 


1401  1841-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  scattering  of 
bagmarks.  A  nick  is  present  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  as  illustrated. 
A  mere  2,500  eagles  were  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  during 
the  year,  and  most  survivors  seen  are  in  VF  and  lower  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  7  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

One  can  imagine  that  this  coin  saw  many  transits  of  the  Mississippi  River  on  sidewheel 
steamers  during  its  life.  In  the  mid  19th  century,  New  Orleans  was  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  shipping  ports  in  the  United  States  and  was  the  most  important  in  the  southern 
district. 

1402  1842  Small  Date.  EF-45.  Olive-gold  toning.  A  few  trivial  rim  bruises 
can  be  seen. 

Both  Small  Date  and  Large  Date  varieties  are  known.  On  the  Small  Date  type,  the  nu¬ 
merals  are  about  as  tall  as  the  obverse  stars.  On  the  large  Date  type,  the  numerals  are 
much  larger  than  the  stars.  Diameter:  1.075  inches. 

1403  1842  Large  Date.  EF-40.  Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  Close  examination  reveals  three  fine  scratches  and 
some  old  nicks  on  the  obverse. 

Diameter:  1.072  inches. 

1404  1842-0  Net  \T-25;  sharpness  of  EF-40.  Cleaned  long  ago  and  still 
brilliant.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 
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Outstanding  AU  1843  $10 

Tied  as  Second  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1405  1843  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  pronounced  prooflike 
character  noted  in  the  protected  areas.  The  1843  is  scarce  in  all 
grades  and  very  rare  in  AU  condition,  despite  a  comparatively 
large  mintage  of  75,462  pieces;  indeed,  the  presently  offered  ex¬ 
ample  ranks  among  the  finest  known  of  the  issue. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (AU-55). 


1406  1843-0  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  wisps  of  mint  frost  visible  around  the 
design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  Not  an  easy  issue  to  find  in 
AU  and  higher  grades. 

Diameter:  1.080. 

Rare  EF  1844  Eagle 


1411  1846  EF-45  (ANACS).  Bagmarked  surfaces.  An  important  condi¬ 

tion  rarity  in  EF-45  and  higher  grades.  Much  scarcer  overall  than 
the  20,095  piece  mintage  figure  would  lead  one  to  believe. 


1412  1846-0  EF-45.  Brilliant  and  quite  attractive  for  the  grade,  save  for 
a  small  nick  on  Miss  Liberty’s  nose.  A  lump  is  noted  within  the 
loop  of  the  6,  possibly  a  remnant  of  another  numeral.  Seldom  of¬ 
fered  in  better  than  VF  condition. 

Diameter:  1.073  inches. 


1413  1847-0  EF-40.  Essentially  brilliant  with  wisps  of  original  mint  frost 
around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

Diameter:  1.070  inches. 


1414  1848  EF-45.  Brilliant.  Traces  of  prooflike  surfaces  are  noted 
around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders. 

Diameter:  1.068  inches. 


1407  1844  EF-40  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant,  with  hints  of  saffron.  Traces 
of  mirror  brilliance  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  nu¬ 
merals.  Only  6,361  examples  were  struck,  and  survivors  are  rare  in 
all  grades.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  specialist. 

1408  1844-0  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  orange-gold.  Most 
of  the  central  design  features  are  sharp  for  the  grade. 

Diameter:  1.072  inches. 


1409  1845  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  An  important  condition  rar¬ 
ity  at  this  grade  level  despite  modest  catalogue  valuations. 

Diameter:  1.066  inches. 


1415  1848-0  VF-30.  Magnification  reveals  a  few  minor  rim  bruises.  A 
scarce  issue  in  all  grades  despite  a  comparatively  generous  mint¬ 
age  of  35,850  pieces. 

Diameter:  1.057  inches. 

1416  1849  EF-45.  Bagmarked  on  the  obverse. 

Diameter:  1.068  inches. 


1417  1849-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Greenish  gold  surfaces,  with  some  splashes 
of  deeper  toning  at  the  obverse  border.  Scarce  in  all  grades,  and 
usually  seen  in  VF  condition. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  13  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1418  1850  Large  Date.  EF-45.  Mostly  olive-gold  surfaces,  with  two  small 
reverse  stains. 

Diameter:  1.068  inches. 

Both  Large  Date  and  Small  Date  varieties  were  coined  during  the  year.  The  differences 
can  be  readily  observed  in  a  side-by-side  comparison.  On  the  Large  Date  type,  the  loops 
of  the  8  are  nearly  round,  while  on  the  Small  Date  variety,  the  inner  loops  of  the  8  are 
essentially  egg-shaped. 


1410  1845-0  EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron.  Traces  of 
original  mint  lustre  enhance  the  overall  aesthetic  appeal. 

Diameter:  1 .067  inches. 
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1419  1850  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Close  examination  reveals  a  faint  line  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  face  and  a  spot  by  the  13th  star.  The  Small  Date  vari¬ 
ety  is  listed  as  being  very  rare  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia. 

Diameter:  1.067  inches. 

1420  1850-0  VF-30.  Greenish  gold  surfaces.  A  shallow  line  is  noted  in 
the  field  in  front  of  Liberty’s  face  and  neck. 

Diameter:  1.066  inches. 

1421  1851  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Sharp  for  the  grade,  with  much 
original  lustre  still  surviving.  Worth  a  generous  bid. 

Diameter:  1.068  inches. 


1422  1851-0  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pleasing  saffron. 
Much  finer  than  the  great  majority  of  examples  usually  offered. 

Diameter:  1.066  inches 

1423  1852  EF-45.  Blushes  of  natural  iridescence  enhance  the  partially 
brilliant  surfaces.  Some  milling  marks  can  be  seen  in  the  field  be¬ 
hind  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  Flashy  and  attractive  overall. 

Diameter:  1.069  inches. 

1424  1852-0  VF-35.  Warm  green-gold  surfaces.  A  scarce  variety  which 
typically  crosses  the  auction  block  just  a  few  times  per  year. 

Diameter:  1.072  inches. 


1425  1853  EF^15.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre  still  surviv¬ 
ing.  The  obverse  has  a  scattering  of  contact  marks  consistent  with 
the  grade. 

Diameter:  1.069  inches. 

1426  1853/2  Overdate.  EF-45.  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  A 
few  trivial  rim  bruises  can  be  seen,  but  these  do  not  detract  mea¬ 
surably  from  the  overall  aesthetic  appeal.  Much  scarcer  than  the 
Normal  Date  type,  but  not  the  great  rarity  it  was  formerly  believed 
to  be. 

1427  1853-0  EF-40.  Pale  olive-gold  toning. 

Diameter:  1.069  inches. 


1428  1854  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  with  much  satiny  lustre  surviving. 
Lightly  brushed  above  the  date.  Two  copper  spots  can  be  seen  on 
the  reverse. 

Diameter:  1.068  inches. 

1429  1854-0  Large  Date.  EF-45.  Mostly  olive-gold  surfaces,  with  wisps 
of  violet  at  the  reverse  border.  Rare  in  all  grades.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  advanced  specialist. 

Diameter:  1.071  inches. 

1430  1854-0  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Much 
satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  on  both  surfaces,  especially  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  tiny  rim  mark  is  noted  beneath  N  in  TEN. 

Diameter:  1.070  inches. 

Both  Large  and  Small  Date  varieties  are  known.  These  probably  can  be  most  easily 
identified  by  examining  the  4  in  the  date.  On  the  Small  Date  variety,  the  crossbar  of  the  4 
is  low  in  relation  to  the  upright,  and  the  crosslet  is  small  in  comparison  with  the  foot.  On 
the  Large  Date  variety,  the  crossbar  is  proportionately  higher,  and  the  crosslet  is  large, 
nearly  as  big  as  the  foot. 

1431  1854-S  EF-45.  Mostly  olive-gold  with  blushes  and  splashes  of  or¬ 
ange.  Notable  as  the  first  $10  issue  struck  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint. 

Diameter:  1.071  inches. 


1432  1855-0  EF-45.  A  lovely  example.  Partially  brilliant,  with  hints  of 
pleasing  natural  iridescence.  A  rare  issue  in  EF-45  and  higher 
grades.  Worth  a  generous  bid. 

Diameter:  1.071  inches. 


1433  1855-S  VF-35  (PCGS).  Warm  green-gold  toning.  Scarce  and  desir¬ 
able  in  all  grades.  A  low-mintage  issue  of  only  9,000  pieces.  Re¬ 
searcher  David  Akers  was  able  to  account  for  examples  in  just  12% 
of  the  major  auction  sales  that  he  examined  while  compiling  infor¬ 
mation  for  his  monograph  on  the  $10  series. 

1434  1856  AU-50  (AN ACS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  ample  mint  lustre 
noted  in  the  fields.  The  obverse  is  somewhat  bagmarked.  Most 
specimens  offered  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade  range. 


.OWERS  AND  MERENA 


6 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


Lustrous  AU-55  1856-0  $10 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1435  1856-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  toning.  A  scattering  of 
bagmarks  can  be  seen  on  both  surfaces  and  traces  of  prooflike 
character  are  noted  on  the  reverse.  Although  the  1856-0  is  occa¬ 
sionally  offered  in  the  VF  to  EF  grade  range,  AU  specimens  are 
very  rare.  The  Alexander  piece  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  fin¬ 
est  ever  graded  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


1436  1856-S  Medium  Mintmark.  EF-45.  Pale  rainbow  iridescence  can 
be  seen  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  essentially  brilliant. 

Diameter:  1.073  inches. 

Important  AU  1857  $10 


Among  Finest  Known  1857-0  $10 


1438  1857-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  Most  central  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp  for  the  grade.  Considerable  amounts  of  prooflike 
character  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  Very  appealing  from 
an  aesthetic  perspective.  The  presently  offered  example  ranks 
among  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  It  has  a  low  mintage  of  5,500. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  6  finer  (AU-58  finest). 

1439  1857-S  VF-30.  Intermingled  olive-gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  Scarce 
in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  1.073  inches. 


1440  1858-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade. 


Rare  1858-S  $10 


1441  1858-S  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  EF-45.  Some  obverse  nicks  and  rim 

marks  account  for  the  assigned  net  grade.  A  scratch  is  noted  on 
Liberty’s  cheek.  A  prize  for  the  numismatist  who  appreciates  the 
rarities  of  the  Coronet  $10  gold  series. 

Diameter:  1.076  inches. 


1442  1859  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  EF-40.  The  surfaces  have  been  lightly 
brushed  in  areas  thus  accounting  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 
Somewhat  bagmarked  on  the  obverse. 

Diameter:  1.064  inches. 


1437  1857  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  hints  of  saffron.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  central  design  features  are  sharp.  Very  scarce  in  AU  and 
higher  grades;  typically  only  pieces  in  the  VF  to  EF  range  are  of¬ 
fered. 

Diameter:  1.065  inches. 
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Rare  EF  1859-0  Eagle 

Most  Elusive  New  Orleans  Mint  $10 


1443  1859-0  EF-40.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence,  with  some  abrasions 
noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  The  1859-0  has  a  mintage  of  just 
2,300  pieces  and  ranks  as  the  rarest  $10  issue  struck  at  the  New 
Orleans  Mint.  We  expect  many  generous  bids  when  this  delicacy 
crosses  the  auction  block. 

Diameter:  1.071  inches. 


Elusive  1859-S  $10 


1444  1859-S  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  Cleaned  long  ago  and  still 
mostly  brilliant.  Evidently  the  rarest  San  Francisco  Mint  $10  of  the 
decade,  exceeding  even  the  1858-S  in  terms  of  desirability. 

Diameter:  1.073  inches. 


Lustrous  AU-50  1860  $10 


1445  1860  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Much  original  mint  lustre  can  be 
seen  at  the  borders  and  around  the  design  elements.  Most  design 
features  are  sharp,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  obverse  stars. 
Only  15,105  examples  were  coined  and  survivors  are  scarce  in  all 
grades,  especially  above  the  EF  level. 

Diameter:  1.067  inches. 


1446  1860-0  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron  and  pink. 
Desirable  from  an  aesthetic  perspective.  Notable  as  the  last  New 
Orleans  Mint  $10  issue  prior  to  1879. 

Diameter:  1.072  inches. 


Rare  1860-S  Eagle 


1447  1860-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  olive-gold 
and  lilac.  One  of  the  rarest  varieties  in  the  $10  gold  series.  Only 
5,000  were  minted,  and  a  mere  eight  examples  have  been  certified 
by  PCGS  in  all  grades.  Occasionally  a  year  or  two  elapse  between 
auction  appearances.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  19th-cen¬ 
tury  gold  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  5  finer  (AU-53  finest). 


1448  1861  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous;  most  design  features 
are  sharp  except  for  a  few  obverse  stars. 


1449  186 1-S  VF-35.  Pale  olive-gold  surfaces.  Scarce  in  all  grades,  much 

more  so  than  the  15,500  mintage  figure  would  seem  to  suggest. 
Worth  a  generous  bid. 

Diameter:  1.074  inches. 


1450  1862  EF-40.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  warm  olive.  Scarce 

and  desirable  Civil  War  era  issue. 

Diameter:  1.066  inches. 
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Flashy  EF  1862-S  $10 


Attractive  AU  1864  $10  Rarity 


1451  1862-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  remarkably  lustrous  for  the 

grade.  Most  design  features  are  sharp.  A  planchet  lamination  flaw 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  is  noted  and  mentioned  for  accuracy’s 
sake.  Among  the  Finest  known  survivors  from  an  original  mintage 
of  just  12,500  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


1454  1864  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
most  design  features  are  sharp.  The  fields  have  a  texture  interme¬ 
diate  between  satiny  and  prooflike.  Only  3,580  eagles  were  coined 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  1864,  and  most  survivors  seen  are  in 
the  VP  to  EF  grade  range.  AU  specimens  are  of  great  rarity  and  are 
highly  prized  by  knowledgeable  specialists. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (MS-60  finest). 


Low-Mintage  1863  $10  Rarity 


1452  1863  EF-40  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant.  Traces  of  prooflike  sur¬ 
face  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  Some 
scattered  bagmarks  are  present.  A  mere  1,248  eagles  were  struck 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  during  the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  figures  of  the  design  type.  Survivors  are  rare  in  all  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Consonant  with  the  $1,  $2.50,  $3,  and  $5  of  this  era,  the  1863  $10  was  produced  in 
small  quantities,  as  no  pieces  were  placed  into  circulation.  The  demand  for  export  coins 
was  largely  filled  by  the  larger  $20  denomination. 


Rare  1864-S  $10 


1455  1864-S  Net  F-15;  sharpness  VF-30.  Uniform  olive-gold  toning.  The 
reverse  shows  some  rim  bruises,  most  notably  above  AT  in 
STATES  as  illustrated.  The  1864-S  eagle  is  one  of  the  rarest  issues 
in  the  U.S.  gold  series.  The  appearance  of  an  example  at  auction  is 
always  a  notable  event.  Only  2,500  were  coined,  and  perhaps  as 
few  as  30  or  40  still  exist  in  all  grades.  An  important  opportunity 
for  the  specialist. 

Diameter:  1.074  inches. 


Seldom  Seen  EF  1865  $10 


Brilliant  1863-S  $10 


1453  1863-S  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Frosty  lustre  is  noted  around  the 
design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  A  nick  is  present  by  Miss 
Liberty’s  chin  as  illustrated.  An  elusive  date  having  a  mintage  of 
just  10,000  pieces;  it  is  doubtful  that  as  many  as  1%  have  survived 
to  the  present  time. 

Diameter:  1.072  inches. 


1456  1865  EF-40  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant.  Traces  of  prooflike  surfaces 
can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  Only  4,005  examples  were 
coined  and  survivors  are  seldom  offered  in  any  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 1  finer  (AU-55  finest). 
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Incredible  AU-50  1865-S  $10 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1457  1865-S  Normal  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  simply  superlative  ex¬ 
ample  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  surviving  in  the  fields. 
David  Akers  wrote:  “In  EF,  this  date  is  extremely  rare  and  I  am 
unaware  of  any  specimens  above  that  grade.”  Walter  Breen  de¬ 
scribed  the  variety  as  “prohibitively  rare  above  VF.”  Quite  possibly 
the  finest  known. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer.  This  specimen  shows  the  same  tiny  die  defect  “mole” 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  as  appears  on  the  Akers  plate  coin. 


Rare  1866-S  No  Motto  $10 


1459  1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-40.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago  and  still  mostly 

brilliant.  A  thin  planchet  lamination  flaw  is  noted  just  behind  Miss 
Liberty’s  head  as  illustrated.  Rare  in  all  grades;  apparently  fewer 
than  1%  of  the  original  8,500-piece  mintage  figure  still  survives. 
From  Stack’s  Wayman  Collection  Sale  of  September  1981,  Lot  71. 

Attractive  EF-45  1866-S  $10 

With  Motto 


Elusive  1865-S  $10  Variety 


Date  Over  Inverted  Date 

g 


1458  1865-S  1865  Over  Inverted  186.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold 
surfaces  with  traces  of  satiny  lustre  around  the  design  elements 
and  at  the  borders.  Although  seen  with  somewhat  greater  fre¬ 
quency  than  the  1865-S  Normal  Date,  the  presently  offered  variety 
is  still  very  rare  in  all  grades.  The  overdate  feature  is  clear  under 
magnification  on  this  specimen. 

PCGS  Population-Inverted  Date:  1 1  (VF);  4  finer  (EF-45  finest). 


1460  1866-S  With  Motto.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much 
satiny  mint  lustre  noted  in  the  protected  areas.  An  abrasion  is 
noted  in  front  of  Liberty’s  chin.  The  variety  is  scarce  in  all  grades, 
but  especially  above  the  VF  level.  Specimens  grading  EF-45  and 
finer  rank  among  the  rarest  items  in  American  numismatics. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2  finer  (AU-53  finest). 

From  Stack’s  Wayman  Collection  Sale  of  September  1981,  Lot  73. 


Impressive  AU-50  1866  $10 

Tied  as  Second  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1461  1866  AU-50  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be 

seen  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  obverse.  The  reverse  exhibits 
considerable  prooflike  character.  A  mere  3,780  examples  were 
struck,  and  AU  survivors  are  of  the  greatest  rarity.  It  is  unlikely 
that  a  comparable  example  could  be  located  without  a  long  and 
arduous  search. 

First  issue  of  the  $10  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WF.  TRUST  on  the  reverse,  a  practice 
continued  from  this  point  through  the  end  of  the  design  type. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  1  finer  (AU-55). 
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Attractive  AU  1867  $10 


1462  1867  AU-50  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  olive-gold. 

Much  original  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  around  the  design  ele¬ 
ments  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  mere  3,140  examples 
were  coined  and  AU  survivors  are  seldom  available.  Worth  a  gen¬ 
erous  bid  from  the  alert  specialist. 

PCC.S  Population:  7;  2  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Rare  1867-S  $10 


1463  1867-S  VF-20.  Warm  olive-gold  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  issues  in 
the  U.S.  $10  gold  series.  Typically  only  one  or  two  examples  cross 
the  auction  block  during  the  course  of  a  year. 

Diameter:  1.074  inches. 


1466  1869  EF-40.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  olive-gold.  A 
hairline  mark  is  noted  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  nose  and  a  tiny 
reverse  rim  bump  is  present  at  9:00.  A  mere  1,855  eagles  were 
struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  during  the  year,  one  of  the  lowest 
production  figures  of  the  decade.  Survivors  are  rare  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  1.064  inches 


1467  1869-S  EF-45.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant.  The  reverse  exhibits 
olive-gold  iridescence.  One  of  the  rarest  eagle  varieties  struck  at 
the  San  Francisco  Mint.  A  mere  6,430  examples  were  coined,  and 
it  is  doubtful  that  as  many  as  75  survive  in  all  grades,  mostly  at  the 
VF  level  or  lower. 

Diameter:  1.075  inches. 


1464  1868  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Magnification  reveals  a  small  drift 
mark  near  the  base  of  the  shield. 

Diameter:  1.066  inches. 


Rare  EF  1868-S  $10 


1465  1868-S  EF-45.  Pale  olive-gold  surfaces.  One  of  the  most  elusive  is¬ 

sues  in  the  U.S.  $10  series.  The  1868-S  ranks  as  an  important  con¬ 
dition  rarity  in  EF-45  and  higher  grades. 

Diameter:  1.076  inches. 


Brilliant  AU  1870  $10 


1468  1870  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  lustre  of  the  fields  has  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 
and  prooflike.  One  of  the  finest  survivors  from  a  scant  original 
mintage  of  just  4,025  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  4  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


Classic  EF  1870-CC  Eagle  Rarity 


Tied  as  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1469  1870-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  issues 
of  the  “With  Motto”  design  type,  similar  in  desirability  to  the  low- 
mintage  1879-CC.  Only  5,908  examples  of  the  1870-CC  were 
struck,  and  it  is  doubtful  that  as  many  as  1%  of  these  could  be  ac- 
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counted  for  today.  Most  survivors  offered  are  in  VF  and  lower 
grades. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

Carson  City  gold  coins  of  the  1870-1872  years  are  especially  rare  and  desirable— a  com¬ 
ment  that  applies  not  only  to  the  $  10  denomination  but  to  the  related  $5  and  $20  as  well. 
Relatively  few  were  produced  to  begin  with,  and  those  coins  apparently  circulated  quite 
well  in  the  channels  of  commerce  in  the  American  West.  Considering  the  romantic  his¬ 
tory  and  background  of  the  Carson  City  Mint,  the  low  mintage  of  this  coin,  and  its  abso¬ 
lute  rarity  today,  here  indeed  is  one  of  the  great  showpieces  in  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander 
Collection. 


Important  1870-S  $10 


1470  1870-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  satiny  mint  lus¬ 
tre  surviving  in  the  fields.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  in 
the  hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear.  Quite  rare  in  all  grades.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  nicest  EF-45  eagles  we’ve  seen  in  recent  times. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  6  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1473  187 1-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  Much  satiny  lustre  can  be 
seen  in  the  fields  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  A  touch  of  strik¬ 
ing  softness  is  noted  on  the  high  points  of  the  designs  as  made.  A 
small  planchet  lamination  flaw  (or  possibly  a  die  crack?)  is  noted 
by  the  second  obverse  star.  An  important  rarity  in  EF45  despite 
the  comparatively  modest  catalogue  value. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  3  finer  (AU-53  finest). 


Seldom  Offered  1871  $10 


1471  1871  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant,  albeit  somewhat  bagmarked,  sur¬ 

faces.  An  elusive  date  having  a  tiny  mintage  of  just  1,820  pieces, 
few  of  which  have  survived  in  any  grade.  A  prize  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  of  rarity. 

Diameter:  1.065  inches. 


1474  1872  F-15.  Olive-gold  surfaces  with  scattered  bagmarks.  Just  1,650 
examples  were  coined  and  survivors  are  elusive  in  all  grades.  Only 
a  few  other  Philadelphia  Mint  $10  issues  could  match  the  1872  in 
terms  of  rarity  and  desirability. 

Diameter:  1.064  inches. 

“Prohibitively  Rare”  EF  1872-CC  $10 


Important  EF  1871-CC  Eagle 


1472  1871-CC  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some  scattered  bagmarks 
consistent  with  the  grade.  Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  pro¬ 
tected  areas.  Only  8,085  examples  were  coined  and  survivors  are 
scarce  in  all  grades,  especially  above  the  VF  level.  The  1871-CC  is 
usually  only  available  when  major  collections  are  dispersed. 

Diameter:  1 .064  inches. 


1475  1872-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  traces  of  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  noted  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  From  a  tiny  origi¬ 
nal  mintage  of  just  4,600  pieces  and  elusive  in  all  grades.  Walter 
Breen  notes  in  his  Encyclopedia  that  the  1872-CC  is  “prohibitively 
rare  above  VF.” 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3  finer  (AU-55  finest). 


1476  1872-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of 

frosty  lustre  visible  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders. 
Seldom  offered  in  any  grade. 
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Quality  EF  1876-CC  $10  Rarity 


Elusive  EF  1874-S  Eagle 


1477  1873-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade  with 
ample  satiny  lustre  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  rims. 
One  of  the  finest  survivors  from  a  small  original  mintage  of  just 
4,543  pieces.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  Carson  City  Mint  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2  finer  (EF-45  finest). 


1483  1876-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  in  the  central  areas  with 
tinges  of  golden  brown  at  the  borders.  Only  4,696  examples  were 
struck,  and  it  would  be  surprising  if  as  many  as  200  have  survived 
to  the  present  time,  mostly  in  VF  and  lower  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  5  finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1485  1877  EF-45  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  pronounced 
prooflike  character  visible  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the 
borders.  An  important  rarity  in  the  U.S.  gold  series  with  a  mintage 
of  just  817  pieces.  Only  a  handful  have  been  graded  by  the  major 
certification  services. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  6  finer  (AU-53  finest). 

The  1877  falls  into  that  elite  group  of  American  coins  of  which  fewer  than  1,000  were 
made  for  business  strike  purposes.  The  importance  of  this  issue  cannot  be  overstated. 


1486  1877-CC  Net  F-15;  sharpness  VF-20.  Cleaned  long  ago  and  now 
beginning  to  retone  in  green-gold.  An  obverse  rim  bump  is  noted 
at  6:30.  The  1877-CC  is  popular  with  collectors  because  of  its  tiny 
mintage  of  just  3,332  pieces. 


1478  1873-S  Net  F-15;  sharpness  EF-40.  Harshly  cleaned.  Magnification 
reveals  evidence  of  tooling  on  the  obverse.  Some  rim  bruises  can 
be  seen.  Still  a  scarce  issue. 

Diameter:  1 .072  inches. 


1479  1874  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving. 


Diameter:  1.064  inches. 


1480  1874-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Warm  olive-gold  iridescence  enhances 
both  surfaces.  Although  offered  with  some  regularity  in  VF  and 
lower  grades,  the  1874-CC  is  very  rare  at  the  EF-45  level.  A  numis¬ 
matist  would  probably  have  considerable  difficulty  in  any  attempt 
to  find  another  example  of  such  high  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  6  finer  (AU-53  finest). 


1484  1876-S  VF-35.  Mosdy  olive-gold  surfaces.  A  small  reverse  rim  bump 
can  be  seen  at  4:00.  The  1876-S  has  one  of  the  lowest  mintages  of 
any  $10  issue  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  just  5,000  pieces. 

Diameter:  1.075  inches. 

Rare  1877  $10 


1481  1874-S  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre  for  the 

grade.  A  few  trivial  rim  marks  can  be  seen.  An  important  rarity  in 
all  grades  and  especially  desirable  above  the  VF  level. 

Diameter:  1.072  inches. 


Low-Mintage  EF  1873-CC  $10 


long  ago.  Scarce  in  all  grades  with  most  examples  being  in  the  VG 
to  VF  range.  EF  specimens  are  nearly  as  rare  as  proverbial  hen’s 
teeth. 


Classic  EF  1875-CC  $10 


1482  1875-CC  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  EF-45.  Brilliant  and  attractive. 

Some  scarcely  noticeable  hairlines  result  from  a  light  brushing 
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Lustrous  AU-50  1877-S  $10 

Tied  as  Second  Finest  by  PCGS 


1496  1881-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Traces  of  prooflike  surfaces  can  he  seen  in 
the  protected  areas.  From  a  tiny  original  mintage  of  just  8,350 
pieces.  How  many  could  exist  today? 

1497  1882-CC  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  A  few  tiny  contact  marks 
can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  A  mere  6,764  eagles  were 
coined  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  during  the  year. 

Diameter:  1.070  inches. 


Prooflike  1882-0  $10 


1487  1877-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  Although  seen  with  some 
regularity  in  the  VF  to  EF  range,  the  1877-S  is  seldom  available  at 
the  AU-50  level.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1  finer  (AU-53). 

1488  1878  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  AU-58.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  or¬ 
ange-brown  “rust”  oxidation  at  the  obverse  border.  In-person  ex¬ 
amination  is  recommended  to  prospective  bidders. 

Diameter:  1.065  inches. 


1489  1878-CC  VF-20  (PCGS).  Warm  green-gold  toning  with  traces  of 
lustre  noted.  An  elusive  issue  with  a  mintage  of  3,244  and  listed  by 
David  Akers  as  the  third  rarest  Carson  City  Mint  $10.  Seldom  of¬ 
fered  in  any  grade. 


1490  1878-S  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  blushes  and 
splashes  of  lemon  iridescence. 

Diameter:  1.074  inches. 

*  • 

1491  1879  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Not  an  easy  issue  to  find 
this  nicely  preserved  despite  a  large  mintage  of  384,770  pieces. 

1492  1879-S  AU-50  to  55.  Sharply  struck  with  most  of  the  original  mint 
lustre  still  surviving.  The  surfaces  are  essentially  brilliant  with  just 
a  whisper  of  natural  iridescence. 

Diameter:  1.074  inches. 

1493  1880-CC  EF40  (ANACS).  Olive-gold  toning.  A  popular  issue  cer¬ 
tain  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  enthusiast. 

1494  1880-0  EF-45.  Lightly  toned.  Traces  of  prooflike  surface  can  be 
seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  A  tiny  reverse  rim 
bump  is  noted  at  12:30. 

Diameter:  1 .065  inches. 

1495  I881-CC  EF-45.  Brilliant  but  possibly  somewhat  unnatural  sur¬ 
faces.  Frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  nu¬ 
merals. 

Diameter:  1.070  inches. 


1498  1882-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  sharp 
and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  mirrorlike.  Among  the  finest  known 
examples  of  the  variety,  and  outstanding  from  an  aesthetic  view- 
.  point. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5  finer  (MS-60  finest). 


1499  1882-S  AU-55.  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant  with  considerable 
prooflike  character. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 


1500  1883-CC  EF-45  (ANACS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  considerable 
prooflike  character  surviving  in  the  fields.  Not  an  easy  issue  to  find 
in  EF-45  and  higher  grades. 

1501  1883-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An 
edge  nick  beneath  D  in  TEN  D  should  enable  the  next  owner  to 
identify  this  piece  at  any  point  in  the  future. 

Diameter:  1.058  inches. 

1502  1884  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  obverse  is  lustrous  and  the  re¬ 
verse  is  prooflike.  Most  design  features  are  sharp,  save  for  a  few 
obverse  stars  and  the  eagle’s  wing  tips. 

Diameter:  1 .066  inches. 


1503  1884-CC  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original  mint  lustre 

around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  Not  easy  to  find 
this  nicely  preserved.  Only  9,925  eagles  were  struck  at  the  Carson 
City  Mint  during  the  year. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 
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1504  1885  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck.  Nice  in 
every  way. 

1505  1886  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  frosty. 

Diameter:  1.063  inches. 

1506  1887  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  spots  at  the  rim 
beneath  E  in  TEN. 

Diameter:  1.061  inches. 

1507  1888  AU-58.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 

Diameter:  1.061  inches. 

1508  1888-0  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  satiny.  A  milling  mark  can  be  seen  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  nose. 

Diameter:  1.061  inches. 


1509  1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with  just 
a  hint  of  olive  iridescence.  The  majority  of  design  features  show 
bold  definition. 


1510  1889  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are 
frosty  and  much  prooflike  character  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  Only 
4,485  examples  were  struck  and  survivors  are  scarce  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  1.062  inches. 

1511  1889-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty  and  attractive. 

1512  1890  AU-50. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 

1513  1890-CC  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much 
prooflike  character  noted  in  the  fields.  Both  surfaces  have  been 
lightly  brushed,  a  feature  responsible  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 

Diameter:  1.061  inches. 


1514  1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant.  The  devices  are  sharp 
and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  A  nice  find  for  the  Carson  City 
Mint  specialist. 

1515  1892-CC  EF-40.  Blushes  of  pink  and  saffron  iridescence  enhance 
both  surfaces.  A  tiny  rim  bruise  is  noted  beneath  E  in  TEN.  Popu¬ 
lar  Carson  City  Mint  issue. 

Diameter:  1.061  inches. 

1516  1892-0  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant.  A  mint- 
caused  drift  mark  is  noted  near  the  point  of  Miss  Liberty’s  coro¬ 
net,  and  a  copper  spot  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 

1517  1892-S  MS-61.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck.  A  nick  is 
noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  A  scarce  issue  in  Uncirculated 
grade,  but  no  longer  the  great  rarity  it  was  once  thought  to  be; 
prior  to  the  mid  1970s,  Uncirculated  examples  were  virtually  un¬ 
known. 

Diameter:  1.065  inches.  £+ 

v% 


1518  1893-CC  AU-50.  The  devices  are  frosty,  with  much  original  proof¬ 
like  surface  still  surviving,  especially  around  the  design  elements 
and  at  the  borders.  The  1893-CC  is  regarded  by  many  numisma¬ 
tists  as  the  scarcest  $10  issue  of  the  1890s  with  only  14,000  struck 
for  circulation.  Minted  during  the  final  year  of  coinage  operations 
at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 

Diameter:  1.063  inches. 

After  1893  the  Carson  City  Mint  served  as  an  assay  office.  Whether  or  not  coinage 
would  be  resumed  was  not  decided  immediately,  and  it  was  not  until  about  1900  that 
much  of  the  equipment  was  packed  up  and  shipped  back  to  Philadelphia.  Many  long- 
stored  silver  dollars  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  were  shipped  to  the  Treasury  Building  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  1911. 

1519  1893-0  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  lilac. 
A  spot  is  noted  by  the  sixth  obverse  star. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 

1520  1893-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Most  design  features  are 
sharp.  Some  old  bagmarks  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 

Diameter:  1.061  inches. 

1521  1894-S  EF-40.  Intermingled  olive  and  violet  iridescence.  One  of 
the  scarcest  $10  issues  of  the  era.  Scarce  in  all  grades. 

Diameter:  1.062  inches. 

1522  1895-0  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  flashy.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  satiny. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 
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i:  1523  1896  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  sharply  struck.  A  small 
copper  stain  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  is  mentioned  more  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  identification  than  for  any  other  reason. 

Diameter:  1.059  inches. 


f  1524  1897  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant.  A  handsome  example  having 
frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  A  nice  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a 
high-quality  19th-century  type  set. 


1530  1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with  just  a 
whisper  of  olive-gold  iridescence. 

1531  1905-S  AU-55.  Satiny  lustre.  Comparatively  scarce  in  AU-55  and 
higher  grades. 

Diameter:  1.062  inches. 


1532  1906-S  AU-58.  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields 
have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 


1533  1907-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  albeit  somewhat  bagmarked. 

Scarcer  in  AU-50  and  higher  grades  than  the  210,500-piece  mint¬ 
age  figure  would  lead  one  to  believe. 

Diameter:  1.060  inches. 


1534  1908  Indian.  No  Motto.  AU-55.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with 
wisps  of  saffron  at  the  rims.  No  Motto  type  Indian  Head  eagles 
were  coined  only  in  1907  and  1908. 

1535  1908-D  With  Motto.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  nice 
eye  appeal. 

1536  1908-S  VF-30.  Pale  olive  iridescence.  The  1908-S  has  one  of  the 
lowest  mintages  of  the  design  type,  just  59,850  pieces. 


c,  1525  1897-S  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Nice  eye  appeal  for 
the  grade. 

Diameter:  1.059  inches. 

Si  1526  1899-0  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Some  hair¬ 
lines  from  an  old  cleaning  account  for  the  assigned  net  grade. 
Diameter:  1.061  inches. 


1537  1909  MS-62/64.  Brilliant  and  satiny. 


1538  1909-S  AU-55.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  olive  on  the  high 
points. 


1539  1910-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Popular  San  Francisco 

Mint  issue. 


'  1527 


1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  sharply  struck.  Nice  in 
every  way. 


R  1528  1900-S  MS-61.  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  One  of  the  scarcest  issues  of 

the  era  in  Uncirculated  grade.  Worth  a  generous  bid. 

Diameter:  1.064  inches. 

K  1529  1901-0  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Somewhat  bagmarked  on  the 

obverse.  The  1901-0  is  notable  for  having  the  lowest  mintage  of 
any  20th-century  Liberty  Head  eagle,  just  72,041  pieces. 

Diameter:  1.068  inches. 


1540  191 1-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  brilliant.  The  191 1-D  has  the 
lowest  mintage  of  any  “With  Motto”  Indian  Head  eagle,  just 
30,100  pieces. 

1541  191 1-S  AU-50.  One  of  the  scarcest  business  strikes  of  the  design 
type  prior  to  1920. 

1542  1912-S  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Mostly  lustrous  surfaces.  Close  examina¬ 
tion  reveals  a  fine  scratch  and  a  scattering  of  handling  marks  on 
the  obverse. 


1543  1913-S  VF-30.  A  desirable  date  having  a  mintage  of  just  66,000 
pieces,  one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  of  the  design  type. 


1544  1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  handsome  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  popular  Denver  Mint  issue. 
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1545  1914-S  Net  EF^IO;  sharpness  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant. 

A  scattering  of  handling  marks  on  both  surfaces  accounts  for  the 
assigned  net  grade. 

1546  1915-S  VF-35.  A  desirable  issue,  widely  regarded  as  one  of  the 
scarcest  San  Francisco  Mint  Indian  Head  varieties. 

1547  1916-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving.  A  small  abrasion  is  noted  to  the  left  of  the  date. 

Gold  $20  double  Eagles 
1850-1933 

The  largest  and  most  impressive  of  all  regular  United  States 
coinage  denominations  made  in  large  quantities  for  circula¬ 
tion  is  the  $20  double  eagle.  Following  the  production  of 
patterns  in  1849  by  James  B.  Longacre,  pieces  were  struck  for 
circulation  in  1 850,  utilizing  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans 
mints.  Much  of  the  gold  to  strike  these  pieces  came  from  the 
Mother  Lode  high  in  the  California  Sierras.  Typically,  gold  dust 
was  brought  by  steamer  down  the  Pacific  Coast,  shipped  across 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  then  put  aboard  another  steamer,  for 
transport  to  New  Orleans  (and  thus  to  the  New  Orleans  Mint) 
or,  more  often,  to  New  York  City,  then  by  train  to  Philadelphia. 

The  San  Francisco  Mint  began  its  operations  in  the  year 
1854,  and  a  nice  example,  EF-40,  of  this  issue  will  be  noticed 
among  the  lots  to  follow.  From  that  point  onward  many  gold 
coins  were  struck  at  this  western  mint. 

The  Liberty  Head  design  introduced  in  1850  remained  the 
standard  until  1907,  with  some  changes  in  1866  when  the 
motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added  to  the  reverse,  and  in 
1877  when  the  denomination  was  changed  to  read  TWENTY 
DOLLARS  instead  of  the  previous  TWENTY  D.  In  1907  the 
magnificent  MCMVII  High  Relief  motif  by  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens  made  its  debut,  with  the  goddess  Liberty  copied  from 
the  Sherman  Victory  monument  erected  in  New  York  City. 
This  motif  has  been  considered  by  many  as  the  most  beautiful 
in  American  coinage.  As  it  turned  out,  the  High  Relief  style 
with  the  Roman  numerals  was  made  only  in  1907,  due  to  high¬ 
speed  production  problems  involved  (the  relief  would  not 
strike  up  properly  with  a  single  blow  of  the  press).  Later  in 
1907,  and  continuing  for  decades  thereafter,  Saint-Gaudens 
$20  pieces  were  coined  in  lower  relief  and  with  regular  (so- 
called  “Arabic”)  numerals. 

The  Alexander  Collection  contains  a  comprehensive  and 
rarity-laden  offering  of  quality  coins  from  the  1850s  through 
the  1920s.  Along  the  way  there  are  scarce  New  Orleans  pieces, 
interesting  Carson  City  issues,  some  very  scarce  and  quite 
attractive  branch  mint  coins  of  the  1920s,  and  more.  While 
these  will  undoubtedly  create  quite  a  bit  of  attention  when  they 
cross  the  auction  block,  and  deservedly  so,  it  is  worth  noting 
that  the  $20  piece  series  is  very  egalitarian.  Many  if  not  most  of 
the  issues  in  this  collection  or  any  other,  dated  from  1850 
onward,  are  not  rarities  at  all,  but  instead,  are  apt  to  have  a 
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market  value  in  the  range  of  one  to  two-and-a-half  times  theic 
bullion  values— this  for  coins  containing  virtually  a  full  ounce  ol 
gold.  Thus,  anyone  interested  in  having  a  store  of  gold  against 
economic  uncertainty  can  at  the  same  time  put  together  a  nice 
run  of  dates  and  mintmarks  at  relatively  little  premium  cost. 


1548  1850  EF-45.  Olive-gold  toning.  A  few  faint  scratches  by  the  first  T 
in  TWENTY. 

First  circulating  issue  of  the  largest  regular  U.S.  coinage  denomination.  Quite  possibly 
struck  from  California  gold,  the  major  source  of  this  metal  during  the  1850s. 


1549  1850-0  EF-40.  Somewhat  rough  surfaces  with  a  few  light  scratches. 
First  issue  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  A  few  fine  obverse  scratches 
can  be  seen.  In-person  examination  is  recommended  to  prospec¬ 
tive  bidders. 

Likely  struck  from  California  gold.  There  was  no  native  source  of  gold  near  New  Or¬ 
leans  (although  there  were  some  small  deposits  in  Alabama). 

V. 

1550  1851-0  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  satiny  lustre 
surviving  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  A  small 
stain  is  seen  at  the  second  obverse  star. 


1551  1852-0  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces. 

Some  light  scratches  and  scuffs  on  the  obverse  account  for  the  as¬ 
signed  net  grade. 


1552  1853-0  EF-45.  Blushes  of  pleasing  olive-gold  iridescence  enhance 
both  surfaces. 

1553  1854-S  EF-40.  Wisps  of  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars, 
letters,  and  numerals.  Produced  during  the  first  year  of  coinage 
operations  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

1554  1855  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre 
still  surviving.  A  scarce  date  in  AU-50  and  higher  grades.  Most  ex¬ 
amples  offered  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  range. 
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1555  1856-S  AU-55.  Olive-gold  iridescence  complements  the  lustrous 
surfaces.  Close  examination  reveals  a  few  tiny  spots  on  the  reverse. 

1556  1857  Net  EF^45;  sharpness  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  with  wisps  of 
frosty  lustre  surviving  in  the  protected  areas.  A  prominent  rim 
flaw  above  N1  in  UNITED  prompts  us  to  recommend  in-person 
examination  to  prospective  bidders. 


1557  1857-0  EF-40.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  evidence  of  bur¬ 
nishing  on  the  obverse,  mostly  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  forehead. 

1558  1858  EF-45.  Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  A 
reverse  rim  bruise  is  noted  at  4:00. 


1559  1858-0  EF-45.  Greenish  gold  surfaces,  with  much  prooflike  char¬ 

acter  noted  in  the  fields.  Scarce  in  all  grades.  A  prize  for  the  New 
Orleans  Mint  specialist. 

New  Orleans  double  eagles  minted  after  the  first  few  years  of  the  decade  are  quite 
scarce.  While  the  1854-0  and  1 856-0  have  long  been  recognized  as  first-class  rarities, 
other  issues  such  as  the  present  1858-0  are  more  elusive  than  catalogue  values  indicate. 


1560  1858-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous.  A 
scattering  of  bagmarks  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse. 


1561  1859  EF-40  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant,  with  much  mint  lustre 

still  surviving.  Seldom  offered  in  any  grade,  and  usually  only  avail¬ 
able  at  the  VF  level.  David  Akers  was  able  to  account  for  appear¬ 


ances  of  1859  $20s  in  just  1 1%  of  the  major  auction  catalogues  he 
surveyed  while  preparing  his  double  eagle  monograph. 

Rare  EF  1859-0  $20 


1562  1859-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  enhances  both 
surfaces.  Frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  A  small 
nick  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  obverse  stars  will  enable  identifi¬ 
cation  of  this  specimen  at  any  point  in  the  future.  The  1859-0 
ranks  as  one  of  the  rarest  New  Orleans  Mint  double  eagles.  Just  a 
handful  of  examples  have  been  graded  by  the  major  certification 
services. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  9  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

The  Eliasberg  coin  sold  by  us  in  1982  was  VF.  The  Norweb  coin,  which  crossed  our 
"auction  block  in  1988,  was  tied  with  the  presently-offered  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collec¬ 
tion  coin. 

1563  1859-S  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  VF-30.  The  rims  are  damaged,  show¬ 
ing  evidence  of  having  been  filed  in  spots.  We  recommend  in-per- 
son  examination  to  prospective  bidders. 


1564  1860-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original  mint  lustre.  A 
nick  is  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  is  mentioned  for 
accuracy’s  sake. 

1565  1861  Normal  Reverse.  AU-55. 


1566  1861-0  VF-35  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  olive- 

gold.  Traces  of  prooflike  surface  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas. 
Softness  on  the  high  points  may  actually  be  due  more  to  inadequate 
striking  pressure  rather  than  wear.  The  1861-0  was  the  final  “No 
Motto”  issue  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  No  subsequent  issues 
of  double  eagles  were  coined  at  that  facility  until  1879. 

In  1861  the  New  Orleans  Mint  was  taken  over  by  the  State  ot  Louisiana,  then  by  the 
Confederate  States  of  America.  Although  the  Confederacy  had  hopes  for  its  own  coin 
age.  and  pattern  cents  and  half  dollars  were  produced,  no  circulating  denominations 
ever  materialized.  Throughout  the  Civil  War  the  Confederacy  utilized  federal  coinage, 
although  after  the  early  years  of  the  conflict  most  pieces  were  hoarded  hv  the  public 
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1567  186 1-S  Normal  Reverse.  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  and  mostly  lus¬ 
trous.  A  tiny  obverse  rim  bump  is  noted  at  9:00. 

1568  1862  VF-20/30.  One  of  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  of  the 
era.  Although  92,168  examples  were  originally  minted,  survivors 
seldom  appear  in  any  grade.  Evidently  only  a  tiny  fraction  of  1% 
still  survive. 


1569  1862-S  AU-50.  A  tiny  nick  is  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  chin.  Al¬ 
though  seen  with  some  frequency  in  the  VF  to  EF  range,  pieces 
grading  AU  or  better  are  scarce. 

1570  1863-S  Net  F-15;  sharpness  EF-40.  Olive-gold  iridescence. 
Counterstamped  with  a  large  “C”  on  the  obverse  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  nose. 

1571  1864  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  iridescence  on 
the  high  points.  Scarce  and  popular  Civil-War  era  issue. 

1572  1864-S  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  EF-45.  Polished  long  ago  and  since 
retoned  at  the  peripheries.  Some  old  handling  marks  can  be  seen 
in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  nose. 


1573  1865  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  are  satiny. 


Desirable  EF  1866-S  $20 

No  Motto 


1575  1866  AU-50  (PCGS).  Blushes  of  pale  olive-gold  enhance  the  frosty 

surfaces. 


1576  1866-S  With  Motto.  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of 
green-gold.  Much  frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  design  ele¬ 
ments  and  at  the  borders. 

« 

1577  1867  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  An  abrasion  is  noted  on 

Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  *■». 


Frosty  AU  1867-S  $20 


yf  f  CJ 

V :  t  v 

reef 


1578  1867-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces  exhibit  nuances  of  delicate 
natural  iridescence.  A  shallow  line  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front 
of  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  Although  offered  with  some  frequency  in 
EF  and  lower  grades,  examples  grading  AU-58  are  very  rare. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  2  finer  (MS-60  finest). 


1574  1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant,  with  a  scat¬ 
tering  of  bagmarks.  Much  scarcer  in  EF  and  higher  grades  than 
might  be  inferred  from  the  12,000-piece  mintage  figure.  Coined 
during  the  final  year  of  the  “No  Motto”  design  type. 


1579  1868  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Some  faint 
hairlines  can  be  seen  on  the  obverse. -Scarce  in  all  grades,  but  espe¬ 
cially  elusive  above  the  EF  level.  Evidently,  only  a  tiny  proportion 
of  the  original  mintage  has  survived  to  the  present  time. 
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1580  1868-S  AU-55.  Partially  brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous.  Not  an  easy 
issue  to  find  this  nicely  preserved. 


11581 


1869  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  olive-gold. 
Satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

t, 


1582  1869-S  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Very  scarce  this  nicely  pre¬ 

served. 


Elusive  1871-CC  $20 


1586  1871-CC  VF-30.  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence.  Some  old  marks  are 
noted  in  the  obverse  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  nose  and  fore¬ 
head.  Widely  regarded  as  the  second  rarest  Carson  City  Mint  $20 
after  the  1870-CC.  Only  17,387  were  minted. 

Double  eagles  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  of  1870-1872  are  very  rare  in  all  grades,  and 
when  seen  are  apt  to  be  well  worn.  Pieces  of  1873  and  later  are  encountered  in  higher 
grades,  as  many  of  these  were  exported  and  preserved  in  foreign  banks.  A  detailed  treat¬ 
ment  of  American  gold  coins  shipped  overseas  will  appear  in  the  forthcoming  book 
( American  Coin  Hoards  and  Treasures  working  title),  expected  to  be  published  early  in 
1997. 


1587  1872  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  splashes 
of  golden  brown  and  sable  at  the  rims.  The  eagle’s  plumage  details 
are  sharp,  and  all  of  the  obverse  stars  show  their  radials. 


1588  1872-CC  EF-45.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces.  Remarkably  lustrous 

for  the  grade.  A  fine  vertical  pin  scratch  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in 
front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  neck. 


1583  1870  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  Some  hairlines  can  be  seen 

in  the  fields.  A  comparatively  scarce  date  in  AU  and  higher  grades. 


1589  1873  Closed  3.  EF-45.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  saffron. 
Considerably  scarcer  than  the  Open  3  variety. 


1584  1870-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  satiny  fields.  A  few  minor  rim 

bruises. 


1590  1873-CC  Closed  3.  VF-20.  Olive-gold  iridescence.  Popular  Carson 

City  Mint  issue. 


1585  1871  Net  VF-20;  sharpness  AU-50.  A  prominent  planchet  defect  is 

noted  at  the  base  of  Miss  Liberty’s  neck,  thus  accounting  for  the 
assigned  net  grade.  Very  attractive  in  all  other  respects. 

Planchet  defects  are  rather  uncommon  on  $20  pieces,  as  the  planchets  for  these  were 
fairly  carefully  checked  at  the  mints. 


1591  1873-S  Closed  3.  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  satiny  lustre.  Some 

old  marks  are  noted  in  the  field  near  the  point  of  Miss  Liberty  s 
bust  truncation,  and  a  minor  obverse  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at 
8:00. 


/ 
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1592  1874-CC  EF-45  to  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous. 


1593  1874-S  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  with  much  mint  lustre  still  surviv¬ 
ing.  Spotting  can  be  seen  at  the  reverse  rim  beneath  WE  in 
TWENTY. 

1594  1875-CC  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Some  bagmarks  are  noted. 

1595  1876-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  carbon  spot  is  noted  on 
the  reverse  rim.  Popular  centennial-year  issue. 


1596  1877-CC  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  ample  satiny  lustre 
noted  in  the  fields.  A  few  rim  bruises  can  be  seen  and  light  scuffing 
is  present  around  the  letters  of  TWENTY. 


1597  1878-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive  for  the  grade.  The 
devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  be¬ 
tween  satiny  and  proofllike.  One  of  the  scarcest  Carson  City  Mint 
$20  issues,  with  a  mintage  of  13,180. 


1598  1879-CC  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the 
fields  exhibit  considerable  prooflike  character.  A  few  tiny  nicks  are 
present  on  Liberty’s  face. 


Famous  1879-0  $20  Rarity 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1599  1879-0  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  partially  prooflike,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Magnifica¬ 
tion  indicates  that  the  rims  were  filed,  but  this  is  so  minor  that  it 
virtually  defies  detection.  Only  2,325  examples  of  the  issue  were 
coined  and  although  VF  and  EF  examples  are  offered  occasionally, 
pieces  grading  AU-55  or  better  are  of  great  rarity. 
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1600  1880  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant.  The  satiny  devices  nicely  comple¬ 
ment  the  reflective  fields. 

1601  1880-S  AU-55.  Prooflike.  A  brilliant,  attractive  example  showing 
pleasing  cameo  contrast. 

1602  1881-S  MS-60.  Frosty  and  mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of  li¬ 
lac.  Three  fine  pin  scratches  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  face. 


Classic  1882  Double  Eagle 


1603 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1882  EF40  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces,  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  olive-gold.  Traces  of  prooflike  character  can  be  seen  around 
the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders.  A  very  rare  issue  having  a 
mintage  of  just  630  pieces.  Researcher  David  Akers  was  able  to  ac¬ 
count  for  just  12  auction  appearances  of  business  strikes  in  all 
grades  when  he  wrote  his  book  on  double  eagles,  a  figure  which 
almost  certainly  includes  some  duplicate  listings;  a  consequence  of 
individual  pieces  appearing  in  two  or  more  different  sales. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  7  finer  (MS-60  finest). 

This  piece  joins  several  others  in  the  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection  as  being  gold 
coin  issues  having  business  strike  mintages  of  fewer  than  1,000  pieces  certainly  an  elite 
category. 


1604  1882-CC  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  blushes  of  saf¬ 
fron  on  the  reverse.  Frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  at  the  borders  and 
around  the  design  elements.  A  few  trivial  rim  bruises  are  noted. 

1605  1883-CC  VF-35/EFA5.  Some  prominent  hairlines  account  for  the 
lower  grade  assigned  to  the  obverse. 

1606  1884-CC  EF-45.  Delicate  olive-gold  toning.  A  few  reverse  rim 
marks  can  be  seen,  but  in  all  other  respects  attractive  for  the 
grade. 


1607  1885-CC  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some  faint  hairlines  noted 
on  the  obverse.  A  comparatively  scarce  issue  having  a  mintage  of 
just  9,450  pieces. 

1608  ’  1885-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces  with  just  a  nuance  of  delicate 

toning  on  the  obverse. 


1609  1889-CC  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  with  much  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving. 

1610  1890-CC  AU-50.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  exhibit  con¬ 
siderable  prooflike  character.  A  prominent  nick  is  noted  just  in 
front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 
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Brilliant  Proof  1891  $20 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1611  1891  Proof-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original  mir- 

rorlike  surfaces  surviving  around  the  design  elements,  especially 
on  the  reverse.  Only  1,442  double  eagles  were  coined  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  1891,  a  figure  which  includes  a  scant  52  Proofs. 
PCGS  has  certified  just  13  submissions  of  1891  Proofs. 

The  1891  is  rare  enough  as  a  Proof,  but  the  related  low  business  strike  mintage  casts  an 
extra  glow  upon  the  desirability  of  the  issue,  making  it  a  classic  rarity  in  any  level  of  pres¬ 
ervation. 


1612  1892-CC  EF^15  to  AU-50.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are 
nicely  reflective. 


1613  1893-CC  MS-60.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 
Minted  during  the  final  year  of  coinage  operations  at  the  Carson 
City  Mint. 

1614  1902  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  essentially  brilliant,  with  just  a  whisper 
of  olive  iridescence.  One  of  the  scarcest  Liberty  Head  $20  varieties 
of  the  20th  century. 


Gem  MS-64  1903-S  $20 


1615  1903-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely,  lustrous  gem  example.  Scarce  at 
the  MS-64  level.  Worth  a  generous  bid. 

1616  1905  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  almost  all  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  Considered  by  many  numismatists  to 
be  the  rarest  20th-century  Liberty  Head  double  eagle. 


1617  1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  frosty.  The  central  ar¬ 

eas  are  brilliant  changing  to  olive-gold  at  the  borders.  Although 
the  1906-D  is  not  particularly  rare  in  Uncirculated  grade,  only  a 
tiny  proportion  of  the  Mint  State  examples  seen  could  match  the 
quality  offered  here.  Coined  during  the  first  year  of  operations  at 
the  Denver  Mint. 

Likely  as  not  this  piece  was  struck  from  metal  taken  from  the  Cripple  Creek  Gold  Dis¬ 
trict,  called  “The  World's  Greatest  Gold  Camp,”  located  about  75  miles  south  and 
slightly  west  of  Denver.  The  romantic  story  of  Cripple  Creek  gold  is  told  in  a  chapter  of 
Dave  Bowers’  popular  book,  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins,  available  from  our  Publications 
Department. 


1618  1906-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  attractive. 
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Stunning  Gem  Quality  MCMVII  High-Relief  $20 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1619  MCMVII  Saint-Gaudens.  High  Relief.  Wire  Rim.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

A  stunning  gem  having  sharp  devices,  immaculate  fields,  and  sat¬ 
iny  lustre.  Both  surfaces  are  brilliant.  A  delightful  example  of  what 
many  numismatists  consider  to  be  the  most  beautiful  issue  ever 
produced  at  the  U.S.  Mint. 

The  story  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagles  is  well  known,  and  deservedly  so. 
In  1905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  contacted  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  to  discuss  a 
betterment  of  the  nation's  coin  designs.  Earlier.  Roosevelt  had  visited  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  had  viewed  a  display  of  coins  there.  Impressed  by  the  sculptured  appear¬ 
ance  of  ancient  Greek  coins,  in  his  mind  he  compared  them  with  current  American  coin¬ 
age,  characterized  the  latter  as  “mere  tokens,"  and  resolved  to  make  an  improvement. 
Saint-Gaudens  at  the  time  was  America’s  best  known  sculptor.  From  his  studios,  in  Cor¬ 
nish,  New  Hampshire  (today  preserved  as  a  National  Historic  Site  and  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic),  he  created  a  wide  variety  of  sculptures,  medals,  and  other  artistic  productions,  all  of 
which  are  described  in  the  reference.  The  Works  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  by  John 
Dryfhout,  curator  of  the  Saint-Gaudens  site.  Among  the  best  known  of  his  works  was  the 
“Sherman  Victory"  monument,  which  was  erected  and  still  stands  at  die  corner  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Park,  opposite  the  intersection  of  Central  Park  South  and  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
City. 

Roosevelt  arranged  a  payment  of  $5,000  to  the  sculptor,  for  which  he  desired  to  have 
the  entire  coinage  spectrum  redesigned,  from  the  cent  through  the  double  eagle.  Re¬ 
flecting  upon  American  coinage  to  that  time,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  Flying  Eagle  one-cent  piece,  made  for  circulation  in  1857-1858,  was  the 
best  motif  ever  made. 

Sketches  were  prepared  for  different  designs,  including  a  new  one-cent  piece  and  gold 
denominations.  These  sketches  today  are  preserved  at  the  Dartmouth  Library  in 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  and  among  other  items  are  illustrated  in  Q.  David  Bowers 
United  States  Gold  Coinage,  An  Illustrated  History,  prepared  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
the  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins,  1982,  to  which  you  may  wish  to  refer. 

By  mid  1907,  designs  were  nearing  completion  for  the  gold  denominations.  Eventually 
chosen  for  the  $  10  was  an  Indian  princess,  said  to  have  been  modeled  after  the  sculptor  s 
mistress,  Davida  Clark,  clothed  in  a  feathered  headdress.  The  reverse  depicted  a  perched 
eagle.  At  one  time  it  was  not  certain  which  denomination  would  use  this  “Indian"  motif, 


and  a  famous  pattern  coin  of  the  $20  denomination,  known  today  asJudd-1776,  was  pre¬ 
pared.  However,  the  Indian  motif  was  eventually  adopted  for  the  new  $10  design,  and  in 
the  autumn  of  1907  it  reached  the  channels  of  commerce,  much  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
numismatic  fraternity.  At  that  time  it  represented  the  first  modern  instance  in  which  a 
well-known  artist,  other  than  a  Mint  staff  member,  created  a  design  for  circulating  coin¬ 
age. 

The  standing  goddess  on  the  Sherman  Monument  was  used  for  the  other  denomina¬ 
tion,  the  $20.  For  the  reverse  Saint-Gaudens  adopted  his  version  of  a  flying  eagle,  obvi¬ 
ously  drawing  upon  his  sentiments  and  appreciation  concerning  the  1857-1858  Flying 
Eagle  cent  of  yesteryear. 

Giving  his  artistic  ideas  full  rein,  the  New  Hampshire  sculptor  expressed  the  date  in 
Roman  numerals,  MCMVII— and  the  motifs  themselves  in  a  sculpture-like  high  relief 

The  staff  of  the  Mint  objected  vigorously.  Resentment  against  Saint-Gaudens  ran  high, 
for  the  staff  at  Philadelphia  considered  coinage  designs  to  be  their  own  prerogative,  and 
they  resented  President  Roosevelt’s  interference.  Apart  from  that,  the  engraving  staff  at 
the  Mint  made  it  clear  that  Saint-Gaudens’  idea  of  producing  a  circulating  coinage  in 
high  relief  was  impractical,  for  such  would  require  multiple  blows  on  a  special  press  and 
would  not  be  suitable  at  all  for  high-speed  production. 

Annoyed  to  the  point  of  anger,  President  Roosevelt  said  that  he  didn’t  care,  and  if  only 
one  double  eagle  could  be  struck  per  day,  that's  the  way  it  would  be!  The  Mint  was  in  one 
corner  of  the  ring,  and  Roosevelt  was  in  the  other. 

Roosevelt  had  his  way,  and  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagles  were  slowly  and 
carefully  struck  on  a  medal  press.  The  production  was  considerably  more  than  the  fanci¬ 
ful  one  per  day,  and  over  a  period  of  weeks  some  11,250  pieces  were  made,  with  each 
coin  being  made  by  careful  attention  and  requiring  three  separate  blows. 

In  the  summer  of  1907,  Saint-Gaudens,  in  failing  health,  took  a  turn  for  the  worse,  and 
in  August  he  died.  Ironically,  he  never  lived  to  see  examples  of  his  own  double  eagle  de¬ 
sign. 

After  President  Roosevelt  had  been  appeased  by  the  striking  of  11,250  High  Relief 
coins,  the  Mint  revised  the  design,  lowered  the  relief,  eliminated  the  Roman  numerals, 
and  created  what  collectors  today  call  the  “Arabic  numerals"  style,  which  indeed  was 
adaptable  to  high-speed  production  presses  and  which  was  used  for  the  rest  of  the  year 
through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1933. 

Today,  survivors  from  the  low  mintage  of  11,250  MCMVII  High  Relief  double  eagles 
are  considered  to  be  among  the  most  beautiful  and  most  desired  of  all  American  coins 


Gem  MS-66  1908  $20 

No  Motto  Reverse 

1620  1908  No  Motto.  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  and  attractive.  A  stun¬ 
ning  gem  example  virtually  as  nice  as  the  moment  it  came  from 
the  dies.  A  streak  of  toning  on  the  wing  feathers  above  the 
eagle’s  tail  is  mentioned  for  purposes  of  identification. 
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Superb  MS-65  1908-D  $20 

With  Motto 


1621  1908-D  With  Motto.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply 
struck.  Outstanding  both  technically  and  aesthetically.  Only  a  tiny 
proportion  of  the  Uncirculated  examples  seen  are  this  beautifully 
preserved. 

1622  1908-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  The  1908-S  has  one  of  the 
smallest  mintages  in  the  Saint-Gaudens  series,  just  22,000  pieces. 


1628  1913-S  AU-58.  Frosty  and  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  ol¬ 
ive-gold.  A  popular  issue  having  a  small  mintage  of  just  34,000 
pieces;  the  third  lowest  production  figure  in  the  Saint-Gaudens  se¬ 
ries  after  the  MCMVII  and  the  1908-S. 

1629  1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces. 
Some  splashes  of  orange  toning  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse. 


1630  1922-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Not  a  rare  variety,  but  quite  elu¬ 
sive  in  choice  Uncirculated  and  higher  grades. 


1623  1909/8  Overdate.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  lovely  example  of 

this  popular  variety.  The  overdate  feature  shows  excellent  definition. 


Dazzling  1923-D  $20 


1624  1909  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  almost  fully  brilliant  with  some 
wisps  of  orange-gold  on  the  high  points  at  the  rims.  Nice  eye  ap¬ 
peal  for  the  grade. 


1631  1923-D  MS-66  (NGC).  A  splendid,  sharply  struck  gem  example. 

Virtually  as  nice  as  the  day  of  issue.  Only  a  tiny  proportion  of  the 
1923-D  $20s  seen  could  match  the  quality  offered  here. 


1625  1909-D  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  The  1909-D  is  notable  for  hav¬ 
ing  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  Denver  Mint  Saint-Gaudens  double 
eagle,  just  52,500  pieces. 


1626  1909-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  lovely  example  for  the  numis¬ 
matist  who  wishes  to  assemble  a  San  Francisco  Mint  type  set. 


1627  1913-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  dandy  gem  example 

for  the  numismatist  who  desires  aesthetically  pleasing  specimens. 


Choice  Mint  State  1924-D  $20 


Notable  Rarity 


1632  1924-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  simply  dandy  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  comparatively  scarce  issue.  Population  Report  data 
suggest  that  the  1924-D  is  more  than  1,000  times  rarer  than  the 
1924  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  in  MS-63  and  higher  grades. 

Although  large  quantities  were  minted  of  the  1924-D  and  certain  other  mintmarks 
from  this  point  through  the  end  of  the  $20  series,  most  were  bagged  and  put  in  Treasury 
vaults,  to  go  to  the  melting  pot  after  1933.  A  few  escaped  overseas,  and  beginning  about 
1955  overseas  banks  in  Switzerland  became  prime  sources  to  acquire  them.  Today,  prob¬ 
ably  a  couple  hundred  are  known,  if  indeed  that  many— ranking  the  1924-D  as  a  rarity  by 
any  standard. 
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Very  Elusive  1925-S  $20 

Mint  State 


1633  1925-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  nice  eye  appeal  for 
the  grade.  One  of  the  scarcest  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles  in  Un¬ 
circulated  condition;  indeed,  the  1925-S  is  one  of  just  two  or  three 
issues  of  the  1920s  that  is  more  likely  to  be  found  in  circulated 
grades  rather  than  in  full  Mint  State.  Worth  a  generous  bid  from 
the  alert  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  12:  13  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Most  examples  of  1925-S  went  to  the  melting  pot  and  never  saw  the  light  of  day.  What 
few  pieces  that  are  known  today  are  primarily  from  European  sources  since  1955. 


1634  1926-S  Net  AU-55.  Mostly  lustrous.  Brilliant.  Lightly  cleaned. 
Small  reverse  rim  bump. 

Notable  as  one  of  the  classic  rarities  among  mintmarked  issues  of  the  mid-1920s.  Diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  at  any  level. 

Territorial  Gold  Coins 


1636  1849  Moffat  8c  Co.  San  Francisco.  $5  gold.  KA.  EF-40.  Rarity-5. 

Reeded  edge.  127.9  grains.  Diameter:  0.858  inches.  Die  alignment: 
180°.  Pale  olive-gold  surfaces,  with  an  abrasion  noted  by  the 
eagle’s  neck.  The  central  motifs  are  faithful  copies  of  those  fea¬ 
tured  on  federal  gold  coins  of  the  period  but  with  differences  in 
the  legends.  Moffat  &  Co.  was  among  the  most  respected  private 
coiners  of  the  “Gold  Rush”  era. 


1637  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  San  Francisco.  $20  gold.  900 
TFIOUS.  VF-30.  K-18.  Rarity-2.  Reeded  edge.  512.2  grains.  Diam¬ 
eter:  1.341  inches.  Die  alignment:  about  170°.  Vivid  pink  and  blue 
iridescence  enhances  both  surfaces.  The  variety  was  reportedly 
coined  between  March  and  October  1853.  It  is  estimated  that  less 
than  1%  of  the  original  mintage  has  survived  to  the  present  time. 

1638  1860  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  Denver.  $2.50  gold.  K-l.  Net  F-12.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  67.9  grains.  Diameter:  0.707  inch.  Die  alignment:  about  170°. 
Pale  olive-gold  surfaces  with  some  edge  damage  noted.  In-person 
examination  is  recommended. 

California  Small 

DENOMINATION  GOLD 


1635 


( photo  enlarged  to 


twice  actual  size) 


August  Bechtler.  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina.  $1  gold.  Kagin- 
24.  AU-50.  Rarity-3.  Plain  edge.  26.7  grains.  Diameter:  0.645  inch. 
Die  alignment:  360°.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  One  of  the  nicest 
Bechtler  gold  dollars  we  have  been  privileged  to  offer  in  recent 
times. 


1639  1880  octagonal  25£.  Indian  Head.  Breen-Gillio-799X.  MS-65/63. 
Rarity-4.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with 
the  reflective  fields. 

1640  1876  octagonal  50G  Liberty  Head.  BG-932.  MS-63.  Rarity-5. 
Mostly  brilliant,  with  some  blushes  of  saffron. 
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Colonial  and  U.S.  Coins:  Lots  1641-2183 

Territorial  and  California  Small  Denomination  Gold  and  Hawaiian  Coins:  Lots  2184-2189 

Tokens  and  Medals:  Lots  2190-2408 
Currency:  Lots  2409-2412 


Colonial  Coins 


Attractive  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1641  1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-5.  Large  Planchet. 

EF-45  (PCGS).  70.2  grains.  Rarity-4.  Attractive  silver  gray  with 
traces  of  lustre.  The  planchet  is  slightly  wavy,  however,  the  design 
is  well-centered  with  all  legends  complete.  A  small  planchet  void  is 
noted  at  6:00. 

The  Large  Planchet  Pine  Tree  shillings,  believed  to  have  been  made  beginning  in  1667 
(but  bearing  the  date  1652,  as  did  all  Massachusetts  coins  of  this  denomination),  are 
probably  the  most  storied  of  all  early  American  coins.  Several  treasure  troves  of  these 
will  figure  prominently  in  the  new  book,  American  Coin  Hoards  and  Treasures,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers  (Michael  J.  Hodder,  research  associate),  scheduled  to  be  published  early  in  1997. 


1642  (1688)  American  Plantations  token.  Restrike.  Newman-4E, 
Breen-78.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  A  small  corro¬ 
sion  spot,  sometimes  called  tin  pest,  is  noted  on  the  reverse. 

For  years  this  issue  was  called  the  “Florida  token,”  but  now  it  is  generally  classified  as 
the  American  Plantations  token.  These  pieces  were  struck  in  England  and  were  denomi¬ 
nated  in  the  Spanish  system  of  reales,  l/24th  part  reale,  which  would  have  been  equal  to 
l/24th  part  of  6-1/2  cents-or,  roughly,  the  value  of  an  English  farthing. 

1643  1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  farthing.  Breen-170.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS). 

Traces  of  red  mint  lustre  are  noted  on  the  obverse.  A  very  pleasing 
example. 

Although  Mint  State  examples  of  the  1793  Wood’s  coinage  are  not  rarities,  the  de¬ 
mand  for  them  is  such  that  the  supply  has  become  widespread,  and  today  a  choice  piece 
such  as  this  is  eminently  desirable. 


1644  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  After  GEORGIVS.  Breen-180. 
MS-63.  1 18.5  grains.  Red  and  brown  prooflike  surfaces. 

Undoubtedly  from  the  Col.  M  I.  Cohen  hoard  of  these  pieces  dispersed  over  a  long 
period  of  time  from  the  1870s  until  1929. 

1645  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  After  GEORGIVS.  Breen-180. 
MS-60.  1 19.6  grains.  Light  brown  with  bluish  highlights. 


1646  (1694)  London  Elephant  token.  No  Diagonals.  Type  of  Breen- 
186,  but  on  a  comparatively  lightweight  planchet  weighing  195.4 
grains.  MS-60.  Glossy  light  brown  surfaces.  A  few  minor  abrasions 
and  rim  bruises  are  noted.  Overall  this  is  an  extremely  pleasing 
example  of  this  interesting  issue. 

1647  (1694)  London  Elephant  token.  No  Diagonals.  Breen-186.  241.6 
grains.  Fine-12.  Several  planchet  rifts  are  noted  on  both  obverse 
and  reverse. 

1648  1737  Bolen  copy  of  a  Higley  threepence.  Struck  in  copper.  MS-63. 
Lustrous  olive  and  faded  mint  red. 

Bolen  himself  stated  that  he  struck  just  40  examples  in  copper,  in  1864.  However,  the 
dies  were  sold  and  were  later  used  to  make  additional  pieces  in  nickel  and  brass,  and, 
quite  possibly,  copper  as  well. 


1649  1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Ornament  below  ship.  Breen- 

1141.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Brass.  Dark  brown  with  light  yellow  lus¬ 
tre.  An  ever-popular  medal  or  token  with  motifs  telating  to  the 
revolutionary  war. 
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1650  1742-A  French  sou  marque.  Breen-395.  EF-40.  Billon.  30.6  grains. 

1651  1767  French  colonies  sol  de  12  deniers.  Breen-701.  EF-40.  Copper. 
195.6  grains.  Counterstamped  RF  as  are  most  examples  seen. 


1652  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Pointed  Rays.  Crosby-3B,  Breen- 
1111.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Dark  steel  surfaces  are  impaired  by  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  faint  corrosion  and  die  rust,  the  latter  a  characteristic  of 
original  production. 


1653  1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder-4C.  EF-40.  68.1  grains.  Rar¬ 
ity-3.  Tan  and  dark  brown  are  nicely  blended.  Attractive  and  prob¬ 
lem-free. 

The  copper  cents  and  half  cents  of  Massachusetts  bearing  dates  1787  and  1788  are  ar¬ 
guably  the  finest  struck  of  the  state  coppers  of  this  period.  They  are  the  only  coppers 
produced  at  a  state-run  mint,  and,  apparendy,  great  attention  was  paid  to  the  quality. 
However,  this  was  also  the  mint’s  undoing,  for  an  audit  disclosed  that  each  coin  cost 
about  twice  face  value  to  produce  (so,  what  else  is  new  in  government  manufacturing?), 
and  the  facility  was  subsequently  shut  down. 


Famous  1787  Massachusetts  Rarity 

“Transposed  Arrows”  Issue 
The  Bushnell-Brand  Specimen 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1654  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R-2aF.  Transposed  Arrows;  arrows  in 
eagle’s  right  (to  observer’s  left)  talon.  F-12.  173.9  grains.  Rarity- 
6+.  Sharpness  of  VF-20  with  lightly  oxidized  dark  brown  and  olive 
surfaces.  A  superb  offering,  and  a  memorable  appearance  of  one 


of  the  great  classics  in  the  early  American  coinage  series. 

This  issue  is  the  only  Massachusetts  copper  with  the  eagle  hold¬ 
ing  the  bundle  of  arrows  in  his  right  talons  (which,  as  the  coin  is 
viewed,  appear  to  the  observer’s  left).  Thus,  it  has  been  called  the 
“Transposed  Arrows”  issue  or  variety,  as  all  others  have  the  arrows 
on  the  opposite  side.  Walter  Breen  in  his  1988  Encyclopedia  lists 
only  six  pieces  confirmed  as  being  known  with  the  rumor  of  a  sev¬ 
enth.  While  this  alone  would  suffice  to  call  attention  to  the  variety, 
its  fame  and  importance  goes  far  beyond  that,  as  it  has  been 
singled  out  a  “type”  for  many  years.  Indeed,  it  is  correct  to  say  that 
this  is  one  of  the  all-time  classics  among  state  coinage  of  this  1785- 
1788  era,  a  field  also  including  the  copper  issues  of  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  Vermont.  By  way  of  analogy,  the  1787 
Transposed  Arrows  cent  is  the  Massachusetts  equivalent  of  the 
1786  New  Jersey  Date  Under  Plow  Beam  copper.  To  possess  a  cent 
of  this  variety  is  the  Holy  Grail  of  every  collector  of  Massachusetts 
copper  coins  who  ever  considered  forming  a  comprehensive  cabi¬ 
net. 

The  present  piece  is  truly  memorable  and  undoubtedly  will  cre¬ 
ate  a  great  deal  of  attention  when  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection,  Part  II,  June  1 984, 
Lot  960.  Earlier  from  the  Chapman  Brothers  sale  of  the  Charles  I. 
Bushnell  Collection,  1882,  Lot  778.  Obtained  by  Virgil  Brand  from  the 
DeWitt  Smith  Collection,  December  1908.  Brand  inventory  No.  46,235. 


1655  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R-4D.  VF-25.  137.4  grains.  Rarity-4. 
Glossy  dark  brown  with  a  few  minor  rim  bruises.  A  scarce  variety 
which  is  sure  to  meet  with  serious  collector  demand. 


1656  1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R-8C.  EF-40.  159.6  grains.  Rarity-3+. 
Light  brown  and  tan  featuring  an  attractive  woodgrain  appear¬ 
ance.  As  this  is  not  a  particularly  rare  variety,  the  coin  becomes  an 
excellent  choice  for  someone  collecting  basic  design  types. 


1657  1785  Connecticut.  Small  Bust  Right.  Miller  2 -A.  1.  VF-35.  125.8 
grains.  Impeccable  light  brown  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  lustre. 
Slightly  blunt  strike.  A  small  planchet  mark  is  visible  on  the  reverse 
at  3:00.  Connecticut  copper  issues  dated  1785  are  most  often 
found  on  dark  and  porous  planchets. 
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1658  1785  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  M  6.3-G.2.  VF-25.  137.2 
grains.  Rarity-4.  Smooth,  attractive  medium  brown  surfaces  with 
very  minor  abrasions. 

1659  1787  Connecticut.  Horned  Bust.  M  4-L.  EF-45.  112.3  grains.  Dark 
olive-brown  with  very  minor  corrosion. 

1660  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M  33.4-q.  VF-35.  Rarity-6.  122.0  grains. 
Attractive  tan  toning.  Some  planchet  rifts  and  rim  bruises  can  be 
seen  on  both  surfaces.  Not  withstanding  this,  the  presently-offered 
lot  will  be  a  find  for  the  serious  collector. 


This  issue  was  actually  made  in  Vermont  (in  contrast  to  1787-1788  pieces  made  in 
Newburgh.  New  York)  by  Ruben  Harmon,  Jr.  The  circumstances  of  minting  were  rather 
primitive,  and,  apparently,  great  difficulty  was  encountered  in  the  processing  of  coppet 
for  the  planchets.  Virtually  all  known  examples  of  this  design  type— with  sun  peeping 
over  a  forested  ridge,  classified  as  Ryder-2  through  R-8— have  planchet  fissures  or  rifts 
No  sharply  struck  specimens  on  flawless  planchets  are  known  to  exist—or  at  least  so  far  as 
the  cataloguer  is  aware. 

1666  1786  Vermont.  R-6.  F-15.  113.9  grains.  “VERMONTENSIUM" 
spelling  with  landscape  design.  Mahogany  brown  with  light  corro¬ 
sion. 

The  Latinization  of  the  Vermont  name  was  not  standardized  during  1785-1786  and 
appeared  as  VERMONTS,  VERMONTIS,  and  in  its  most  expanded  form  as  hereoffered, 
VERMONTENSIUM. 

1667  1786  Vermont.  Baby  Head.  R-9.  F-12.  112.7  grains.  Light  brown 
with  a  few  minor  scratches  and  light  corrosion.  This  is  a  very  pleas¬ 
ing  example  of  the  Baby  Head  variety,  an  issue  which  is  generally 
found  in  very  rough  condition. 

The  so-called  Baby  Head  is  believed  to  be  the  first  portrait  coinage  made  by  the  Ver¬ 
mont  coiners,  this  piece  actually  being  struck  within  the  borders  of  the  state.  The  image 
seems  to  be  of  no  one  in  particular,  unlike  later  pieces  which  were  copies  of  the  portrait 
of  King  George  II  or  King  George  III. 


Important  Connecticut  Copper 

1787  Miller  33.4-q 


1661  1787  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  M  33.4-q.  VF-25.  135.2 
grains.  Rarity-6.  Attractive  light  brown  and  problem-free.  Exten¬ 
sive  die  cracks  are  noted  through  the  left  obverse  legend.  A  very 
important  issue  due  to  its  rarity  and  preservation.  Superior  to  the 
Taylor  specimen  and  almost  as  nice  as  the  Norweb  example. 

1662  1788  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  M  4.1-K.  VF-30.  112.6 
grains.  Rarity-5.  Dark  olive-brown  with  lighter  tan  highlights.  The 
peripheral  detail  is  weak  due  to  slightly  beveled  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  rims. 

1663  1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  63-q.  F-15.  145.1  grains.  Olive-brown  and 
lightly  corroded  with  a  small  rim  bruise  at  10:00.  A  few  minor 
scratches  are  noted  as  well. 


1664  1788  New  Jersey.  Head  Right.  M  67-v.  EF-45.  136.0  grains.  Glossy 
olive-brown  blended  with  light  tan  and  mahogany.  A  small 
planchet  void  is  noted  on  the  reverse  at  5:00  with  weakness  at  the 
corresponding  point  on  the  obverse.  New  Jersey  coppers  dated 
1 788  are  measurably  scarcer  than  those  of  1 786  and,  in  particular, 
1787.  The  present  piece  is  especially  nicely  preserved. 

1665  1785  Vermont.  Ryder-2.  VG-8.  129.0  grains.  Variety  with 
“VERMONTS”  spelling.  Attractive  mahogany  brown  with  a  few 
minor  planchet  fissures.  This  is  a  nice  example  of  the  landscape- 
style  Vermont  copper. 


1668  1786  Vermont.  Draped  Bust  Left.  R-10.  VG-8.  117.5  grains.  Dark 
steel  with  traces  of  lighter  brown  and  mahogany.  Minor  corrosion 
with  some  localized  porosity  on  the  reverse. 

The  portrait  on  the  obverse  is  that  of  King  George  II  of  England,  and  was  copied  from 
royal  halfpence.  The  same  image  appears  on  Ryder-1 1  and  15. 

Ryder-10  and  Ryder-1 1  are  believed  to  have  been  made  in  Vermont,  as  the  quality  of 
the  planchet— always  irregular— fits  in  with  the  quality  of  the  earlier  landscape  pieces.  By 
contrast,  later  pieces  made  at  Machin’s  Mills  (Newburgh)  generally  had  much  finer 
planchets  and  of  lighter  weight. 


1669  1786  Vermont.  Bust  Left.  R-ll.  F-15.  122.6  grains.  Rarity-4+. 
Mottled  steel  and  light  tan  with  minor  porosity.  A  small  planchet 
void  is  noted  at  the  center  of  the  obverse. 


1670  1786  Vermont.  Bust  Left.  R-ll.  VG-8.  126.3  grains.  Dark  olive, 
steel,  and  light  tan. 


1671  1787  Vermont.  R-14.  VF-20.  130.8  grains.  Superb  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  In  fact,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  very  minor  rim 
bruises,  we  would  describe  this  as  a  far  above  average  coin. 

1672  1788  Vermont.  R-16.  F-12.  116.4  grains.  Dark  mahogany  brown 
with  light  porosity.  Quite  possibly  this  is  the  most  plentiful  of  all 
Vermont  coins. 

In  this  case  plentiful  is  only  in  the  Vermont  context,  as  no  more  than  a  few  hundred 
pieces  are  known  totally. 

1673  1788  Vermont.  R-17.  F-12.  102.7  grains.  The  obverse  is  dark  brown 
mixed  with  lighter  tan  and  brick  red,  displaying  light  porosity.  1  he 
reverse  is  lighter  mahogany  and  tan  with  smooth  glossy  surfaces. 
An  interesting  comparison  of  surface  quality  in  a  single  coin. 


ROWERS  AND  MERENA 


87 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


1674  1788  Vermont.  R-18.  F-12.  124.8  grains.  Medium  brown  and  tan 
with  minor  hard  corrosion  and  a  few  minor  rim  cuts.  Actually,  the 
surfaces  are  very  pleasing  in  relation  to  most  Vermont  coppers 
seen.  The  obverse  has  a  bisecting  vertical  crack  with  the  left  half 
sharper  than  the  right.  Accompanied  by  an  ANACS  certificate. 

1675  1788  Vermont.  R-19.  VF-20.  106.4  grains.  Medium  olive  and  ma¬ 
hogany.  Five  prominent  reverse  gouges  are  noted  along  with  very 
minor  planchet  roughness  in  other  areas.  A  pleasing  example  of  a 
scarce  variety. 

From  our  sale  of  March  1991,  Lot  1069.  Earlier  from  our  sale  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1986,  Lot  784. 

1676  1788  Vermont.  R-20.  F-15.  107.4  grains.  Glossy  olive-brown  with 
very  minor  planchet  roughness  on  the  obverse. 


1677  1788  Vermont.  R-22.  F-12.  108.6  grains.  Dark  mahogany  brown 
with  lighter  tan  devices.  Smooth  and  problem-free.  The  reverse  is 
cracked  from  the  left  foot  to  the  upright  of  I,  continuing  from  the 
top  of  I  to  the  left  top  of  N.  Reverse  die  failure  in  an  arc  to  the  left 
of  the  seated  figure.  A  very  scarce  variety  that  was  missing  from 
both  the  Garrett  and  Taylor  collections. 

1678  1788  Vermont.  R-23.  VG-8.  109.2  grains.  Superb  light  tan  surfaces 
with  a  woodgrain  appearance.  The  reverse  has  a  very  minor 
scratch  on  the  left  leg.  Reverse  cracked  from  the  rim  at  12:00  to 
the  pole  with  central  die  failure. 

From  our  sale  of  March  1991,  Lot  1074.  Earlier  from  our  sale  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1985,  part  of  Lot  1801. 

1679  1788  Vermont.  R-25.  VF-20.  1 12.1  grains.  Dark  steel  with  light  tan 
on  the  high  points.  Very  minor  corrosion  yet  quite  pleasing  over¬ 
all.  Diagonal  lines  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  are  from  the 
undertype  coin  in  which  this  was  struck.  The  reverse  is  very  lightly 
bulged  in  the  center. 

Ryder-25  is  occasionally  found  struck  over  a  counterfeit  Irish  halfpence. 

1680  1788  Vermont.  R-27.  VF-20.  134.2  grains.  Dark  brown  obverse, 
lighter  olive-brown  reverse.  A  small  obverse  planchet  flaw  is  noted 
at  12:00.  Minor  planchet  roughness  is  visible.  The  reverse  has  pe¬ 
ripheral  striking  weakness. 

1681  1787  Auctori  Plebis  copper.  Breen-1147.  VF-30.  114.2  grains. 
Warm  golden  brown  surfaces.  Two  planchet  flaws  are  present  on 
the  obverse  effigy’s  cheek  as  made. 

Breen  attributed  the  Auctori  Plebis  issue  to  Lutwyche’s  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England. 

1682  (1792-94)  Kentucky  token,  Plain  edge.  Breen-1155.  AU-58.  149.4 
grains.  Pleasing  light  golden  brown.  A  small  spot  of  corrosion  is 
noted  on  the  obverse,  below  the  S  in  SOCIETY. 


1683  (1790s)  Kentucky  token,  Lancaster  edge.  Breen-1156.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  olive-brown  with  significant  traces  on  mint  redl 
hidden  among  the  devices.  Overall  a  very  lovely  example  of  this  is¬ 
sue. 

Kentucky  tokens  were  struck  in  England.  The  only  connection  to  Kentucky  proper  is- 
the  letter  K  at  the  top  of  the  triangle.  Had  the  die-sinker  chosen  to  place  NH  at  the  top 
position,  then  these  would  be  known  as  New  Hampshire  tokens. 

1684  1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Breen-1165.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark 
brown  with  the  usual  very  minor  nicks  and  scratches  resulting.! 
from  handling  over  many  years.  Perfect  obverse  die  without  the  of- 1 
ten  seen  die  break  within  the  press. 

1685  1794  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee.  With  New  York.  Breen-1032.  VF-25. 
135.1  grains.  Glossy  light  brown  with  pale  orange-tan  highlights- 
resulting  from  an  old  cleaning.  Very  attractive. 

1686  1783  Washington.  UNITY  STATES.  Breen-1188.  VF-35.  98.7 
grains.  Dark  olive-brown  with  minor  surface  roughness  and  a  small 
scratch  on  the  reverse. 

^  % 

1687  1783  Washington.  Draped  Bust  Restrike,  Engrailed  edge.  Breen- 
1192,  Baker-3.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Attractive  red  peripheral  lus¬ 
tre  with  bluish  brown  central  toning.  Believed  to  have  been  struck 
in  the  1860s  from  leftover  dies  acquired  at  auction  when  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  late  Soho  Mint  were  dispersed.  More  about  this  sale  is 
scheduled  to  appear  soon  in  our  magazine,  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

1688  No  date.  Washington.  Double  Head.  Breen-1204.  VF-30.  130.2 
grains.  Attractive  medium  golden  brown  with  a  red  corrosion  spot 
joining  E  in  ONE. 

1689  1791  Washington.  Large  Eagle  cent.  Breen-1206,  Baker-15.  EF-40. 

192.5  grains.  Medium  golden  brown  mixed  with  darker  brown. 
The  surfaces  have  a  few  minor  abrasions. 

1690  1791  Washington.  Small  Eagle  cent.  Breen-1217,  Baker-16.  AU-50. 

193.5  grains.  Glossy  steel  and  olive  with  light  tan  high  points.  A 
lovely  example  of  this  popular  design. 


1691  1787  Fugio  cent.  STATES  UNITED  with  four  cinquefoils. 

Newman  13-X.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  medium  brown 
with  full  lustre.  This  lovely  example  is  from  the  Bank  of  New  York 
hoard. 

The  attribution  of  this  piece  to  the  Bank  of  New  York  hoard  adds  an  extra  measure  of 
history.  This  cache  came  to  light  circa  1857  and  consisted  of  several  thousand  pieces. 
Today  this  hoard  accounts  for  most  high-grade  Fugio  cents.  Absent  this  find,  high-grade 
pieces  would  not  be  available,  and  even  an  EF  example  would  be  a  rarity. 
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half  Cents 


1698  1811  B-2,  C-2.  VG-8.  Cleaned,  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  lightly 
corroded  with  faint  scratches. 

Well  known  as  one  of  the  scarcer  dates  in  the  series. 


Important  1793  Half  Cent 


1692  1793  Breen- 1,  Cohen- 1.  EF-40  (NGC).  Rarity-3+.  Smooth  and  at¬ 
tractive  light  tan  surfaces  with  a  few  light  scratches  on  the  high 
points  of  the  face  and  hair  detail.  The  reverse  has  a  tiny  corrosion 
spot  on  the  rim  at  three  o’clock.  A  few  other  minor  planchet  drift 
marks  are  noted.  All  in  all,  a  very  lovely  example  of  this  issue,  sure 
to  delight  the  most  discriminating  of  collectors. 

Highly  important  not  only  as  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  half  cent  denomination  and 
the  first  variety  of  that  year,  but  also  as  the  only  year  with  Miss  Liberty  facing  left,  cap 
behind  her  head.  The  Liberty  Cap  style  is  derived  from  the  famous  Libertas  America 
medal  and  was  also  used  on  cents  beginning  in  the  same  year. 


1693  1793  B-l,  C-l.  F-12  (PCI).  Rarity-3+.  Sharpness  of  VF-25  with  mod¬ 
erately  light  corrosion.  The  F-12  grade  has  been  assigned  as  a  net 
or  value  grade.  Dark  brown  surfaces  with  the  high  points  of  the 
obverse  a  slightly  lighter  copper  brown,  apparently  a  result  of  the 
coin  having  been  lightly  rubbed  over  the  years.  Overall,  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  first  half  cent  emission. 


1699  1835  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Delightful  bright  mint  red  sur¬ 
faces  with  very  minor  mellowing  on  the  highest  points.  The  sur¬ 
faces  display  a  few  scattered  carbon  spots,  very  typical  among  the 
early  copper  issues.  Sharply  struck.  Sure  to  be  a  welcome  inclusion 
in  any  cabinet. 

1700  1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65,  brown.  Pleasing  light  brown  with  underlying 
red  mint  lustre.  A  few  minor  dark  toning  spots  are  noted  on  the 
obverse  and  reverse.  The  surfaces  otherwise  are  glossy  and  virtu¬ 
ally  flawless. 

The  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin  Hoards  and  Treasures,  will  discuss  the  interesting 
hoard  of  1855  half  cents  acquired  by  Judge  J.P.  Putnam,  who  served  on  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission  in  Phildelphia  in  1864,  and,  presumably,  acquired  a  few  dozen  pieces  at  that 
time.  As  of  1864  the  mint  had  long  since  melted  any  half  cents  on  hand,  the  it  still  acted 
as  a  depot  to  redeem  copper  cents  and  half  cents  from  the  public.  Such  redeemed  pieces 
were  usually  employed  as  alloy  for  their  coinages. 

1701  1855  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Light  olive-brown  blended  with 
substantial  reddish  orange  mint  lustre.  Quite  attractive  and  cer¬ 
tainly  very  desirable. 

large  Cents 


Rare  1793  Wreath  Large  Cent 


1694  1795  B-6c,  C-6a.  F-15.  Plain  Edge,  No  Pole.  Rarity-2.  Sharpness  of 
VF-20  with  very  minor  corrosion  and  a  few  other  slight  defects. 
Pleasing  light  tan  intermingled  with  iridescent  green-gold  and  li¬ 
lac.  Very  attractive  appearance. 

Slight  traces  of  an  undertype  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse,  however  these  are  very  faint 
and  it  is  impossible  to  determine  exactly  what  the  source  of  the  undertype  is,  but  without 
a  serious  doubt  this  is  from  a  Talbot,  Allum  &  Lee  token. 

1695  1802/0  B-2,  C-2.  VG-8.  Reverse  of  1802.  Rarity-3.  The  sharpness  is 
finer;  however,  the  obverse  has  several  scattered  pitting  marks  and 
many  light  scratches.  The  reverse  is  much  more  pleasing  with  vir¬ 
tually  no  problems  other  than  some  minor  surface  abrasions.  A 
very  difficult  date  to  acquire,  the  1802  is  the  key  to  the  Draped 
Bust  series.  The  present  example  is  sure  to  receive  much  attention 
as  it  crosses  the  block. 

The  1802/0  overdate  is  one  of  the  more  curious  issues  in  the  half  cent  series.  All  ex¬ 
amples  show  signs  of  wear,  and  nearly  always  they  have  rough  surfaces  and  are  quite 
dark.  Walter  Breen  in  his  half  cent  Encyclopedia  suggests  that  all  were  struck  on  planchets 
cut  from  mint  error  large  cents,  but  whether  this  is  so  has  not  been  verified  elsewhere. 

1696  Selection  of  half  cents,  each  attributed  as  B-l,  C-l  unless  other¬ 
wise  noted:  ☆  1803  (2).  F-12,  cleaned  and  VG-8  ☆  1807  F-12  ☆ 
1810  VF-20  ☆  1825  B-2,  C-2.  EF45  ☆  1829  VF-30  ☆  1833  EF-40, 
corroded  ☆  1834  EF-40  ☆  1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-45.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

1697  Assortment  of  half  cents  plus  a  half  cent  token:  ☆  1804  Plain  4, 
No  Stems.  F-12  ☆  1828  VF-20  ☆  1833  EF-40  ☆  1834  VF-30  ☆  1835 
VF-30  ☆  1837  half  cent  token  (part  of  the  Hard  Times  series,  at¬ 
tributed  as  Low-49),  as  illustrated  in  the  Guide  Book.  F-15  ☆  1849 
Large  Date.  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆  1854  EF-45,  altered  surfaces.  (Total: 
8  pieces) 


1702  1793  Sheldon-9.  Wreath,  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  F-15  (ANACS).  Rar¬ 
ity-2.  Housed  in  an  ANACS  holder  labeled  “Genuine  and  “Cor- 
roded-tooled.”  Sharpness  of  EF-45  with  light  tannish  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  We  highly  recommend  that  mail  bidders  refrain  from  bid¬ 
ding  on  this  lot  unless  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  coin  is  pro¬ 
vided  prior  to  the  sale.  The  surfaces  display  moderate  corrosion 
with  extensive  burnishing  and  other  tooling  to  remove  the  same. 
Despite  this  really  terrible  sounding  description,  this  is  actually  a 
very  presentable  example  with  the  only  variable  being  the  amount 
that  each  person  decides  they  should  bid. 

We  have  a  very  beneficial  and  useful  service,  here  at  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena. 
known  as  Mail  Inspection.  Very  simply  stated,  we  will  send  the  various  lots  to  you  in  ad 
vance  of  the  sale  so  you  can  decide  how  much  you  wish  to  bid  and  have  the  advantage  of 
seeing  the  lots  beforehand.  We  recommend  that  mail  bidders  make  use  of  this  progiam 
to  be  more  competitive  against  floor  bidders  during  the  auction  session  This  Mail  In 
spection  is  beneficial  to  mail  bidders  and  consignors  alike  Sometimes  il  we  have  mul 
tiple  requests  and  time  is  short,  we  cannot  do  this,  but  we  will  always  give  it  out  best  et 
fort. 
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Another  Rare  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1703  1793  S-llc.  Wreath,  Lettered  Edge.  F-12.  Light  olive-tan  and  very 
attractive.  The  sharpness  is  slightly  finer,  perhaps  Fine-15  with  sev¬ 
eral  very  minor  obverse  and  reverse  rim  bruises  noted.  Otherwise 
the  surfaces  are  free  of  any  significant  defects.  From  a  late  state  of 
the  dies  with  almost  the  entire  word  AMERICA  visible,  incuse,  in 
the  right  obverse  field  from  the  forehead  to  a  point  opposite  the 
chin.  In  addition,  much  of  the  wreath  is  visible  in  the  obverse 
fields.  Interestingly,  the  reverse  displays  virtually  no  evidence  of 
clash  marks  from  the  obverse  as  the  reverse  die  was  apparently 
polished  recendy  before  this  coin  was  struck. 

Attractive  1793  Liberty  Cap  Cent 


1704  1793  S-13.  Liberty  Cap.  F-15  (ANACS  Cache).  Rarity-3+.  Lovely 
dark  brown  surfaces  which  are  free  of  any  defects  except  for  the 
typically  seen  light  surface  abrasions,  the  result  of  circulation  and 
handling  over  many  years.  A  few  very  minor  rim  bruises  are  noted. 
Light  roughness  in  the  central  reverse  area  is  as  much  a  result  of 
the  original  planchet  quality  as  it  is  the  circulation  and  handling. 
The  scarcest  date-type  issue  in  the  entire  large  cent  series,  pleasing 
middle-grade  examples  of  1793  Liberty  Cap  coinage  are  virtually 
impossible  to  locate  today.  All  of  the  nice  examples  are  tied  up  in 
important  numismatic  cabinets  and,  only  occasionally,  does  an  ex¬ 
ample  such  as  this  come  on  the  market.  If  you  have  been  searching 
for  a  nice  example  of  this  issue  for  your  collection,  we  would 
highly  recommend  that  you  be  very  aggressive  in  obtaining  this 
specimen. 

1705  1795  S-75.  Lettered  Edge.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  Smooth  and  glossy  dark 
olive-brown  blended  with  deep  gray-brown.  Very  attractive  two- 
tone  appearance  with  the  devices  lighter  in  appearance  than  the 
surrounding  fields. 

1706  1795  S-76b.  Plain  Edge.  VG-8.  Sharpness  of  F-15.  Mottled  olive  and 
black  with  light  corrosion. 

1707  Starter  collection  of  large  cents,  all  different  dates:  ☆  1797  S-130. 
G -4  ☆  1803  Small  Date  and  Fraction.  F-15,  with  scratches  ☆  1805 
S-269.  F-15,  with  scratches  ☆  1816  N-9.  F-12,  with  some  corrosion 
noted  ☆  1824  N-2.  VF-20  ☆  1836  N-l.  VF-20  ☆  1838  N-3.  EF-45  ☆ 
1840  VF-30,  cleaned  ☆  1842  Small  Date.  EF-45#  1842  Large  Date. 
F-12  ☆  1843  N-12.  EF-40  ☆  1844  VF-30  ☆  1850  VF-30  ☆  1851  (2). 
EF-40  and  VF-30  ☆  1852  N-14.  EF-45  ☆  1853  (2).  EF-40  and  VF-30 
☆  1854  N-19.  EF-40,  cleaned.  (Total:  19  pieces) 


1708  1798  S-164.  1st  Hair  Style.  VF-20.  Rarity-4-.  Dark  brown  blended 
with  tan,  the  reverse  a  lighter  shade.  Very  faint  corrosion  with  a 
few  other  negligible  defects  or  abrasions.  The  right  obverse  field, 
at  first  glance,  appears  to  have  light  scratches  and  other  defects, 
however,  this  is  all  a  result  of  damage  to  the  original  coinage  die 
and  not  to  the  struck  coin  itself. 


1709  1798  S-168.  2nd  Hair  Style.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  Medium  olive-brown 
with  a  few  minor  surface  abrasions.  A  small  arc  of  planchet  rough¬ 
ness  is  noted  along  the  right  obverse  rim.  Overall  pleasing  and 
relatively  problem-free. 

From  our  sale  of  November  1986,  Lot  2832. 

1710  1798  S-169.  2nd  Hair  Style.  VF-20.  Rarity-3-.  Sharpness  of  EF-40  al¬ 
though  scratched  and  burnished.  The  surfaces  blend  light  tan  with 
mahogany  and  ebony.  In  addition  to  the  surfaces  the  obverse  and 
reverse  rims  show  evidence  of  having  been  filed.  We  recommend 
in-person  examination  before  bidding  on  this  example. 

1711  Pair  of  Draped  Bust  issues:  ☆  1798  Second  Hair  Style.  Net  F-15. 
Sharpness  of  VF-25  with  rim  bumps  ☆  1802  S-237.  Net  \T-30.  EF- 
40  sharpness  with  light  corrosion.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


1712  1799  S-189.  Normal  Date.  VG-8.  Rarity-2+.  A  very  important  coin 
for  the  specialist.  Dark  steel  brown  with  lighter  tan  highlights. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  lightly  corroded  with  a  few  other 
minor  pit  marks  scattered  about.  Struck  from  misaligned  dies  with 
the  upper  obverse  and  lower  reverse  much  weaker.  Fortunately, 
that  means  that  the  date,  all  important  in  this  issue,  is  bold  and 
crisp. 

The  fame  of  the  1799  cent  is  long  enduring.  It  is  said  that  in  the  last  century  an  enter¬ 
prising  coin  buyer  went  through  towns  in  New  England  with  a  wagon  emblazoned  $25 
PAID  FOR  1799  CENTS.  In  our  recent  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  (May 
1996)  the  Abbey  specimen  of  the  1799  was  one  of  the  great  attractions,  being  as  it  is  at 
once  a  prime  rarity  and  also  quite  possibly  the  most  extensively  pedigreed  of  all  early 
classic  cents. 
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1713  1800/79  S-196.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Overdate.  Glossy  and  lustrous  with 
an  attractive  blend  of  light  tan  and  various  shades  of  darker 
brown.  A  few  minor  surface  marks  are  noted,  but  overall,  this  is  a 
very  attractive  and  most  desirable  example  of  the  issue.  We  are 
certain  that  there  will  be  widespread  bidding  on  this  lot  when  it 
crosses  the  auction  block. 

1714  Selection  of  large  cent  issues:  ☆  1802  S-232  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆  1809 
S-280  G-4  ☆  1812  S-290  F-12  ☆  1826  N-5  EF-40  ☆  1828  N-6  EF-45. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 

1715  1803  triplet  with  each  coin  graded  VF-25:  ☆  S-251  ☆  S-257  ☆  S- 
260.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1716  1804  S-266a.  VG-8.  Sharpness  of  F-12  however,  the  medium  brown 
surfaces  are  quite  extensively  abraded.  Struck  from  perfect  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  dies  without  traces  of  the  faint  die  cracks  nor¬ 
mally  seen  through  the  tops  of  Liberty  and  America  prior  to  the 
rim  breaks  which  developed  later  in  the  life  of  these  coinage  dies. 

Although  commonly  referred  to  as  die  states  a,  b,  and  c  there  are  actually  four  distinct 
die  states  of  1804  large  cents.  State  1  has  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  perfect.  State  II  has 
light  die  cracks  through  the  tops  of  ERTY  and  MERIC.  State  III  has  a  rim  break  over  the 
letters  RTY  on  the  obverse  with  a  light  die  crack  on  the  reverse.  State  IV  has  rim  breaks 
on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  with  that  on  the  reverse  over  the  letters  MERIC. 

1717  1804  S-266a.  VG-8.  Perfect  obverse  and  reverse  dies.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  have  noticeable  damage  with  heavy  scratches  below 
and  left  of  the  fraction  on  the  reverse.  A  coin  which  should  be  ex¬ 
amined  prior  to  bidding. 


1718  1804  Pollock-6050.  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  “Restrike.”  A  lovely 
example  of  this  intriguing  issue  which  should  more  preferably  be 
classified  as  a  fantasy  rather  than  a  restrike.  These  issues  were 
struck  in  the  middle  19th  century  using  original  coinage  dies  of 
the  United  States  Mint.  However,  they  were  produced  by  a  private 
individual  and  combined  two  totally  unrelated  dies.  The  obverse 
die,  with  1804  date,  was  originally  a  coinage  die  of  1803  which  had 
the  date  altered  to  the  much  rarer  1804.  The  reverse  coinage  die 
was  originally  used  to  produce  the  1820  variety  now  known  as 
Newcomb-12.  A  mysterious  issue  in  the  history  of  numismatics  in 
this  country.  The  production  was  hardly  meant  to  deceive,  but 
probably  served  as  a  filler  until  an  authentic  piece  could  be  ob¬ 
tained. 

1719  1804  P-6050,  B-1761.  AU-50.  “Restrike.”  Attractive  light  brown 
surfaces. 


1720  1806  S-270.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Glossy  dark  olive-brown  and  ebony  sur¬ 
faces  with  very  faint  corrosion.  Overall  a  rather  attractive  example 
of  this  popular  date. 

Only  one  die  variety  is  known  for  the  entire  production  of  large  cents  dated  1806.  As 
such  this  variety,  common  as  a  variety,  is  considered  scarcer  as  the  demand  for  date  col¬ 
lectors  and  die  variety  specialists  all  rely  on  this  single  issue. 

1721  1811  S-287.  Normal  Date.  F-12.  Sharpness  of  VF-20.  Dark  olive  and 
steel  brown  surfaces  with  light  corrosion. 

1722  1814  S-295.  Plain  4.  VF-20.  Light  tan  mixed  with  dark  steel.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  faindy  porous.  Extensive  die  crumbling  is 
noted  along  the  chin  and  neck  of  Miss  Liberty  sometimes  giving 
rise  to  the  “Bearded  Goddess”  designation  on  these  large  cent  is¬ 
sues.  This  designation  is  more  commonly  seen  in  reference  to  a 
specific  1807  half  dollar  variety. 

1723  1851  Newcomb-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  brown  with 
faint  underlying  red  mint  lustre.  A  few  minor  spots  are  noted, 
most  prominently  behind  the  ear.  Overall  a  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  and  the  ideal  candidate  for  collectors  of  design  types,  dates, 
or  die  varieties.  A  coin  with  wide  appeal. 

Small  Cents 


1724  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous.  Blushes  of  lilac-gray  enhance  both  surfaces.  A  splendid  can¬ 
didate  for  inclusion  in  a  gem-quality  U.S.  type  set. 

1725  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-63.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  inter¬ 
mingled  gold  and  lilac  highlights. 

1726  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (NGC).  Pleasing  satiny  lustre.  Delicate 
rose  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  a  pastel  lemon  at  the  borders. 
A  few  tiny  spots  are  probably  all  that  kept  NGC  from  assigning  the 
MS-65  designation. 

1727  1858  Small  Letters.  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  and  mostly  brilliant. 
Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  popular,  short-lived  Hying 
Eagle  design  type. 

1728  1859  Indian  cent.  MS-63  (NGC).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of 
olive-gold.  A  nice  example  of  the  distinctive  one-year  design  type 
having  the  Laurel  Wreath  reverse  design. 

1729  1859  Snow-2.  MS-63.  Partially  brilliant,  with  just  a  whisper  of  natu¬ 
ral  iridescence.  Magnification  reveals  a  few  tiny  obverse  spots  and 
flecks.  The  8  in  the  date  is  boldly  doubled  on  this  variety. 

1730  Offering  of  certified  Indian  cents  with  emphasis  on  gem-quality 
examples:  ☆  1860  Rounded  Bust  Truncation.  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1861  MS-64  (NGC)  ☆  1869  AU-53  (PCGS)  ☆  1874  MS-64  RB 
(NGC)  ☆  1875  MS-64  RB  (PCGS)  ☆  1889  MS-65  RB  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1894  MS-65  RI)  (NGC).  (Total:  7  pieces) 
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1731  Lustrous  early  Indian  cent  group:  ☆  1860  Rounded  Bust  Trunca¬ 
tion.  AU-58  ☆1861  MS-63  ☆  1862/2  AU-58  ☆  1863  MS-60. 
Cleaned,  with  spots  ☆  1864  copper-nickel.  MS-60,  cleaned.  (Total: 
5  pieces) 

1732  Lustrous  copper-nickel  Indian  cent  quintette.  Each  piece  is 
ANACS-certified:  ☆1861  MS-63  ☆  1863  MS-63  (2)  ☆  1864  (2).  MS- 
63  and  MS-62.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1733  1862  MS-65  (ANACS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Pleasing  pink  and 
blue-gray  iridescence  enhances  both  surfaces.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp  with  the  exception  of  a  few  feather  tips  in  Miss 
Liberty’s  headdress. 

1734  Mostly  Uncirculated  Indian  cent  group.  All  are  PCI-certified  in 
“green”  holders,  except  where  noted:  ☆  1862  MS-60  ☆  1864  cop¬ 
per-nickel.  AU-58  ☆  1864  bronze.  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-53  ☆  1865  MS- 

63  ☆  1866  MS-62.  Somewhat  scarce  in  Mint  State  ☆  1867  AU-58  ☆ 
1880  MS-64  ☆  1882  MS-63  ☆  1888  MS-63  (HALLMARK).  (Total:  9 
pieces) 

1735  Certified  Indian  cent  group,  all  different  dates:  ☆  1863  MS-63 
(NGC)  ☆  1864  bronze.  MS-65  BN  (NGC)  ☆  1879  MS-64  RB 
(PCGS)  ☆  1887  MS-64  RB  (NGC)  ☆  1890  MS-64  RB  (ANACS)  ☆ 
1891  MS-65  RD  (ANACS)  ☆  1893  MS-64  RD  (ANACS)  ☆  1895  MS- 

64  RB  (PCGS)  ☆  1899  MS-64  RB  (NGC)  ☆  1907  MS-65  RB  (NGC). 
(Total:  10  pieces) 

1736  Offering  of  ANACS-certified  Indian  cents,  mostly  different  dates: 

☆  1864  bronze.  No  L.  MS-64  RB  ☆  1875  MS-63  RB  ☆  1879  (2). 
Proof-63  RB  and  MS-63  RB  ☆  1880  MS-63  RB  ☆  1899  MS-64  RB  ☆ 
1907  Proof-63  RB  ☆  1908-S,  cleaned.  This  last  piece  is  Net  EF-45; 
no  grade  on  slab.  (Total:  8  pieces) 

1737  Bronze  Indian  cent  quartette:  ☆  1864  No  L.  MS-60,  with  a  shallow 
depression  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  ☆  1872  F-12  ☆  1893  Proof-64, 
brown  ☆  1902  AU-58.  This  last  piece  exhibits  a  tiny  dig  at  Miss 
Liberty’s  mouth.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1738  Starter  collection  of  bronze  Indian  cents  with  dates  no  later  than 
1890.  Most  grade  AU  or  better.  All  have  been  cleaned:  ☆  1864  No 
L.  AU-50  ☆  1865  Plain  5.  MS-60,  spots  ☆  1873  Open  3.  MS-60  ☆ 
1874  MS-64  ☆  1875  AU-55  ☆  1876  AU-55  ☆  1878  MS-62  ☆  1879/9 
AU-55  ☆  1880  AU-58  ☆1881  MS-60  ☆  1882  MS-64  ☆  1883  AU-55 

☆  1884  VF-20  ☆  1885  AU-55  ☆  1886  Type  II.  AU-50  ☆  1887  AU-55 

☆  1888  AU-55  ☆  1889  AU-55  ☆  1890  MS-60.  (Total:  19  pieces) 

1739  1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64.  Frosty  lustre.  About  50%  mint  red  just 
beginning  to  fade  to  delicate  tan  in  the  remaining  areas.  Scarce 
and  desirable  this  nicely  preserved. 

1740  Bronze  Indian  cent  quintette.  Some  have  been  cleaned:  ☆  1864  L 
on  Ribbon.  AU-58  ☆  1866  MS-63,  with  some  small  spots  ☆  1867/7 
MS-62.  Sometimes  called  Large  7  over  Small  7.  A  famous  and 
highly  desired  variety  ☆  1868  AU-50  ☆  1872  MS-60.  Highly  popu¬ 
lar  date.  Scarce  at  the  Mint  State  level.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1741  1868  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  About  25%  mint  red  changing  to  tan 
and  violet  in  the  remaining  areas.  A  few  tiny  specks  and  spots  can 
be  seen. 


1742  1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  About  25%  mint  red  changing  to  golden 

brown  in  the  remaining  areas.  Close  examination  reveals  a  tiny 
spot  near  the  9  in  the  date.  Scarce  this  nicely  preserved. 


1743  1869  AU-58.  Red  and  brown  surfaces,  with  most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving. 

1744  1870  AU-58.  Perhaps  30%  red  fading  to  a  pleasing  tan.  Close  ex¬ 
amination  reveals  a  few  trivial  flecks. 

1745  1871  MS-64  BN  (ANACS).  Golden  brown  surfaces  with  navy  blue 
highlights.  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress  feathers  show  bold  definition 
on  this  example. 

1746  1871  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  red,  with  some  blushes  of 
delicate  tan  and  violet.  Nice  eye  appeal. 

1747  1871  MS-62  RB  (ANACS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  The  obverse  is  about 
60%  mint  red  with  blushes  of  blue.  The  reverse  is  almost  fully  bril¬ 
liant. 


Gem  MS-64  1872  U 

Lustrous  Mint  Red 


1748  1872  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem.  Mosdy  brilliant  surfaces 
just  beginning  to  fade  to  delicate  tan  and  violet  h^fes.  Much  finer 
than  the  vast  majority  of  Uncirculated  examples  offered. 

The  new  book,  A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast's  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  544  pages  and  extensively  illustrated,  is  now  at  press.  Publication  is  ex¬ 
pected  this  autumn,  and  all  advance  orders  received  will  be  filled  at  that  time.  Mean¬ 
while,  if  you  haven't  placed  your  order  for  a  copy,  and  want  to  be  among  the  first  to  get 
yours,  see  our  listings  in  the  current  Rare  Com  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  for  a  special 
pre-publication  offer. 

1749  1873  Open  3.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Approximately  30%  mint  red 
with  blushes  of  pink  and  violet.  Most  obverse  design  features  are 
sharp  including  the  tips  of  the  feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress. 

1750  1875  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  A  lovely  gem  example.  Both  surfaces 
are  about  40%  mint  red  changing  to  blue  and  violet.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 

1751  1876  MS-64  RD  (ANACS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  hints  of  pink 
and  lilac  at  the  centers.  A  few  spots  and  flecks  are  probably  all  that 
kept  ANACS  from  assigning  the  MS-65  designation. 

1752  1877  VF-25  (PCI).  Chocolate  brown  surfaces.  The  key  issue  in  the 
Indian  cent  series.  Scarce  and  eagerly  sought  in  all  grades. 

1753  1877  F-12.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  now  retoned  in  mottled  blue 
and  violet  hues.  The  1877  has  long  been  celebrated  as  the  most 
desirable  issue  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 

1754  1878  Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  mint  red  in  the  fields  changing 
to  pleasing  tan  on  the  high  points. 
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Fabulous  1880  Cent  Variety 

Doubled  Die  Obverse 
Important  Clashed  Die  Reverse 


<1755  1880  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  Clashed  Die  reverse.  Snow-1.  MS-60 
or  finer.  Almost  fully  red.  A  landmark  in  the  Indian  cent  series, 
this  piece  is  seldom  seen  in  any  grade,  and  in  Mint  State  is  absent 
from  some  of  even  the  most  advanced  specialized  collections. 

While  the  doubled  die  obverse  must  be  noted,  the  doubling  is 
somewhat  slight.  The  importance  lies  in  the  reverse  which  is  one  of 
the  most  curious  in  the  series.  Extending  from  the  rim,  continuing 
through  the  apex  of  the  wreath  on  the  right  side,  part  of  the  shield, 
and  the  E  in  CENT  is  a  bold  incuse  impression  of  an  obverse  die 
which  must  have  come  loose  in  the  press  and  fallen  with  a  heavy 
crash,  and  at  a  slight  angle,  on  the  reverse  die  still  in  position. 

This  particular  coin,  which  arrived  on  our  premises  as  a  “regu¬ 
lar”  1880,  was  spotted  by  the  keen  eye  of  Mark  Borckardt,  and  thus 
represents  a  specimen  not  known  earlier  to  the  numismatic  com¬ 
munity.  Watch  the  bidding  excitement  when  this  comes  up  for 
sale! 

i  1756  Offering  of  certified  Indian  cents  each  grading  MS-64  RD.  These 
are  all  in  PCGS  holders  except  where  noted:  ☆  1881  ☆  1900  ☆ 
1902  (NGC)  ☆  1903  ☆  1904  ☆  1905  ☆  1906  ☆  1908  ☆  1909.  (To¬ 
tal:  9  pieces) 

1757  1883  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  virtually  all  design 
features  defined  to  full  advantage.  Magnification  reveals  a  few 
trivial  flecks  on  the  obverse. 

1  1758  1884  MS-65  RB  (AN ACS).  Vivid  pink,  blue,  and  violet  iridescence 
enhances  both  surfaces.  Wisps  and  splashes  of  fiery  mint  brilliance 
add  to  the  overall  aesthetic  appeal. 

1  1759  1885  MS-65  RB  (ANACS).  Satiny  lustre.  Approximately  15%  mint 
red,  changing  to  blue,  violet,  and  pink  in  the  remaining  areas. 


1762  1886  Type  II.  MS-65  RB  (ANACS).  Warm  blue  iridescence  en¬ 
hances  the  central  areas  and  wisps  of  blazing  mint  brilliance  orna¬ 
ment  the  borders.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  considerable  prooflike 
character.  Scarcer  than  the  Type  I  variety  in  Uncirculated  grade. 

The  series  of  Indian  cents  has  come  into  its  own  in  a  big  way  during  the  decade  of  the 
1990s.  The  reasons  for  this  are  multi-fold  and  include  the  formation  of  the  Fly-In  Club 
(by  Rick  Snow  and  Larry  Steve),  the  publication  of  the  club's  journal.  Longacre's  Ledger, 
and  excellent  books  on  the  series  by  Richard  Snow,  Kevin  Flynn,  and  Larry  R  Steve 
Once  considered  a  rather  pedestrian  series,  Indian  cents  upon  close  examination  under 
high  magnification  and,  separately,  study  in  archival  and  other  historic  sources,  have 
emerged  as  an  area  with  many  fascinating  sidelights.  Scarcely  an  issue  of  Longacre's  Led¬ 
ger  is  published  without  one  new  die  variety  or  another  being  described  for  the  first  time 

Dies  for  Indian  cents  were  produced  by  hand  through  and  including  1908,  this  being 
the  last  time  that  the  four-digit  date  logotype  was  punched  individually.  Later  issues  in¬ 
cluding  the  1909  Indian  cent  and  all  Lincoln  cents  had  the  date  as  part  of  the  die  itself, 
not  punched  in  later.  Because  of  the  hand  operation,  date  positions  on  Indian  cents 
through  1908  are  apt  to  vary,  sometimes  slightly  and  other  times  widely.  For  example, 
did  you  know  that  all  Proof  1872  Indian  cents  have  the  date  centered  between  the  bust 
and  the  denticles,  but  among  business  strikes  most  (but  not  all)  have  the  date  very  low 
and  close  to  the  denticles?  Many  repunchings  and  errors  can  be  found,  and  doubdess 
more  await  discovery. 


1763  ANACS-certified  Indian  cent  quintette:  ☆  1892  MS-65  RB  ☆  1897 
MS-65  RB  ☆  1900  MS-65  RB  ☆  1904  (2).  MS-65  RD  and  MS-65  RB. 
(Total:  5  pieces) 


Gem  MS-67  1898  U 


1764  1898  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  virtually  as  nice  as  the 
moment  it  came  from  the  dies.  The  central  areas  are  fully  brilliant. 
A  hint  of  olive  iridescence  can  be  seen  at  the  borders. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  7;  none  finer. 


Blazing  Red  MS-65  1886  1C 

Type  I  Obverse 


1760  1886  Type  I  Obverse.  MS-65,  red.  A  blazing,  lustrous  gem  ex¬ 

ample.  Sharply  struck  and  thoroughly  attractive  in  every  way.  It 
would  probably  be  a  long  and  arduous  task  to  locate  another  speci¬ 
men  of  such  exemplary  quality. 

Two  different  hubs  were  used  to  produce  the  obverse  dies  of  the  1886  cents.  On  the 
Type  I  obverse,  the  lowest  feather  in  the  headdress  points  between  the  1  and  C  in 
AMERICA.  On  the  other  obverse  the  lowest  feather  points  between  the  C  and  A. 

3  1761  1886  Type  II.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brown  surfaces  with 
pale  blue  and  violet  highlights.  Traces  of  faded  mint  biillianci  can 
be  seen  at  the  borders.  A  spot  on  the  reverse  rim  to  the  left  of  the 
shield  is  probably  all  that  prevented  PCGS  from  assigning  the 
Proof-64  classification. 


Splendid  MS-67  1898  U 


1765  1898  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of 
delicate  olive  and  violet.  One  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  the 
variety. 

1766  1898  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  wisps 
of  violet  at  the  borders.  The  reverse  exhibits  pale  violet  and  tan  iri¬ 
descence. 

1767  1898  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  almost  fully  brilliant  with 
olive  iridescence  peripherally.  The  reverse  is  toned  in  hues  of  sea 
green  and  violet. 

1768  1898  MS-66  RB  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  The  obverse  is  mostly 
pale  violet-brown  with  traces  of  mint  red.  The  reverse  is  mostly 
brilliant  with  blushes  of  violet. 
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1769  1898  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  blushes  of  delicate  violet  toning. 

1770  1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  frosty  gem  example.  A  touch 
of  softness  is  noted  at  the  tips  of  the  feathers  and  on  the  wreath 
bow,  but  most  other  design  features  are  clear.  Notable  as  the  first 
one-cent  issue  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

In  a  letter  the  other  day  David  Sundman  furnished  a  citation  that  Indian  cents  were 
struck  for  the  first  time  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  1908  because  streetcar  fares  were 
raised  to  six  cents,  thus  causing  a  need  for  one-cent  pieces  for  change.  We  hadn't  heard 
this  particular  story  before,  but  it  seems  reasonable. 

1771  1908-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  About  30%  mint  red  with  blushes  of  ol¬ 
ive  and  blue.  Pleasing  satiny  lustre. 

1772  1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Although  listed  as  RD  on  the 

slab,  the  obverse  is  now  mosdy  golden  brown  with  some  hints  of 
mint  brilliance  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  is  almost  fully  red.  Coined 
during  the  final  year  of  the  Indian  cent  design  type.  A  mere 
309,000  examples  were  coined,  the  lowest  production  figure  in  the 
series. 

1773  Trio  of  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents.  Each  is  ANACS-certified:  ☆ 
1910  Proof-65  RB  ☆  1912  Proof-65  RB  ☆  1914  Proof-64  RB  As  a 

class,  Matte  Proof  cents  are  rare,  and  at  levels  of  Proof-64  and 
Proof-65  they  are  especially  so.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


Desirable  EF-40  1922  No  D  Cent 


1782  1922  No  D.  EF-40  (PCGS).  “Strong  Reverse"  as  designated  on  the 
PCGS  slab.  Struck  from  Die  Pair  2  as  described  in  the  ANA  Coun¬ 
terfeit  Detection  monograph.  Warm  brown  surfaces  with  pale  blue 
and  violet  highlights.  An  important  rarity  and  a  prize  for  any  col¬ 
lector  who  desires  to  assemble  a  complete  Lincoln  cent  collection. 

The  variety  is  said  to  have  been  created  when  a  normal  mintmarked  obverse  die  was 
polished,  probably  in  a  procedure  to  remove  clash  marks.  The  treatment  entirely  erased 
the  D-mintmark.  This  variety  probably  would  have  remained  undiscovered  save  for  the 
fact  that  no  1922-dated  Lincoln  cents  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  Hence  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  1922  cents  without  the  D  has  been  of  great  interest  for  decades. 

1783  1923-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of 
pale  violet  and  tan.  The  reverse  is  clashed,  showing  a  partial  out¬ 
line  of  Lincoln’s  portrait.  One  of  the  scarcer  dates  of  the  decade. 

1784  1924-S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  just  beginning 
to  fade  to  delicate  tan  and  violet.  A  tiny  spot  can  be  seen  on 
Lincoln’s  collar.  The  reverse  die  is  lightly  clashed  on  this  example. 


1774  Another  nice  group,  another  nice  bidding  opportunity.  Matte 
Proof  Lincoln  cent  group.  All  are  ANACS-certified  and  grade 
Proof-64  RB  except  where  noted:  ☆  1911  ☆  1912  ☆  1913  ☆  1914 
(2).  One  is  Proof-63  RB.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1775  1912-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  satiny  gem  example.  Almost 
fully  brilliant,  with  just  a  whisper  of  delicate  iridescence  on  the 
obverse.  A  scattering  of  microscopic  flecks  are  noted. 

1776  Quartette  of  Uncirculated  NCG-certified  Lincoln  cents:  ☆  1913- 
D  MS-64  RD  ☆  1915-D  MS-65  RB  ☆  1915-D  MS-64  RD  ☆  1917-S 
MS-63  RD.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1777  Offering  of  Lincoln  cents  with  an  emphasis  on  Uncirculated  ex¬ 
amples:  ☆  1914-S  AU-58,  with  reverse  scratch  ☆  1915-S  MS-63, 
with  spots  ☆  1916-S  MS-60,  cleaned  ☆  1921  MS-60  (2),  one  cleaned 
☆  1923-S  EF-40,  polished  ☆  1924-S  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆  1925-D  MS- 
60,  weak  strike  ☆  1926  MS-60  ☆  1929  MS-63  ☆  1930  MS-60  ☆ 
1931-D  MS-60.  (Total:  12  pieces) 

1778  1917-D  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Not  an  easy  issue  to  find  this  nicely  pre¬ 
served. 

This  is  one  of  many  examples  in  the  Lincoln  cent  series  for  which  worn  pieces  are 
readily  available,  indeed  common,  but  MS-65  pieces  are  very  hard  to  find. 

1779  1919-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  golden  brown  and  pale  blue, 
with  some  fiery  red  visible  on  the  obverse.  A  few  tiny  flecks  are 
noted. 

1780  Gem-quality  Lincoln  cent  selection:  ☆  1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1924  MS-65  RD  (PCI)  ☆  1928  MS-64  RD  (PCGS)  ☆  1931  MS-65  RD 
(PCGS)  ☆  1938-S  MS-66  RD  (ANACS)  ☆  1939  MS-67  RD  (NGC)  ☆ 
1941-D  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  (Total:  7  pieces) 

1781  1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  golden  brown  with  blushes  of 
mint  brilliance,  predominantly  on  the  obverse.  Some  minor  spots 
and  flecks  can  be  seen. 


1785  Hoardlet  of  193 1-S  cents  ranging  in  grade  from  EF^IO  to  MS-60, 
average  AU-50.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

While  several  factors  could  be  cited,  without  a  doubt  the  low  rAintage  of  the  193 1-S 
focused  a  great  deal  of  attention  on  rare  coins  in  the  early  1 930s'  in  the  midst  of  the 
Great  Depression.  There  was  a  scramble  to  acquire  them,  and  as  a  result  interest  in  nu¬ 
mismatics  increased.  Indeed,  the  entire  decade  of  the  1930s  is  one  of  very  strong  growth 
in  the  coin  hobby,  a  somewhat  unusual  situation  considering  the  financial  circumstances 
throughout  much  of  America. 

1786  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  Lincoln  cents  each  grading  Proof-66  RD: 
☆  1938  ☆  1941  ☆  1942.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

1787  Quartette  of  1940  Lincoln  cents.  Each  is  certified  as  Proof-66  RD 
by  PCGS.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

Rare  1944  Steel  Cent 

1788  1944  Breen-2170.  Zinc-Plated  Steel.  AU-50.  Magnetic.  A  famous 
rarity,  indeed  a  numismatic  landmark.  The  1944  “wrong  metal” 
equivalent  of  the  famous  1943  copper  cent.  In  each  instance,  the 
error  was  made  by  striking  a  coin  on  a  planchet  metal  used  the 
year  before,  but  not  for  circulation  during  the  year  of  striking.  The 
obverse  is  pardy  brilliant  with  some  blushes  and  wisps  of  slate  gray 
and  golden  brown.  The  reverse  is  mostly  black  (from  oxidation), 
with  wisps  of  pearl  gray  on  the  high  points.  Housed  in  an  ANACS 
holder  for  authenticity;  there  is  no  grade  on  the  slab.  Also  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  A.N.A.A.B.  certificate  for  authenticity.  The  ANACS 
holder  describes  the  piece  as  “corroded,  “  and  the  A.N.A.A.B.  cer¬ 
tificate  labels  it  “oxidized"  and  “cleaned.”  Very  rare  and  always  ea¬ 
gerly  sought. 
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1789  1955  Doubled  Die.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Mostly  chocolate  brown 
with  blushes  of  pale  blue  and  violet.  Tinges  of  faded  mint  red  can 
be  seen  on  the  obverse  despite  the  designation  on  the  slab.  Prob¬ 
ably  the  most  popular  blundered  die  variety  in  American  numis¬ 
matics. 

Many  accounts  have  appeared  in  print  concerning  this  famous  cent,  the  first  detailed 
synopsis  which  was  published  in  Q.  David  Bowers'  first  book  on  numismatics,  Coins  and 
Collectors,  1964. 

two-Cent  pieces 


Nickel  Three-Cf.nt  pieces 


1795  Uncirculated  nickel  three-cent  piece  group:  ☆  1865  MS-62  ☆ 
1866  (2).  MS-61  and  MS-60  ☆  1867  MS-60,  spots  ☆  1869  MS-60  ☆ 
1870  MS-60,  spots  ☆  1881  MS-61.  Each  has  toning.  (Total:  7 
pieces) 


1796  1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  enhances 
the  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Gem-quality  business  strikes  of 
this  issue  are  much  scarcer  than  Proofs. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 


Gem  Proof-65  RD  1866  20 


1797  1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  Delightful  gold  iridescence  enhances  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse.  The  1878  is  a  desirable  Proof-only  issue 
having  a  mintage  of  just  2,350  pieces,  the  second  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  figure  of  the  series. 


1790  1866  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  having  sharp  frosty 
devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  Simply  outstanding  in  all  re¬ 
spects.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  more  than  just  a  handful  of 
examples  could  match  the  quality  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  19;  2  finer  Proof-66  (finest). 


i  1791  1866  MS-65.  Brilliant  surfaces,  almost  fully  so,  with  just  a  hint  of 

natural  toning,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Very  sharply  struck.  One 
of  the  most  spectacular  pieces  you  will  ever  see  of  this  date.  An 
aesthetic  treat. 

1  1792  1866  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  example.  Mostly  brilliant, 
just  beginning  to  fade  to  a  delicate  tan.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  are  satiny. 

I  1793  1867  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  gem  example  having  frosty  devices 
and  deep  mirror  fields. 


1794  1872  Proof-64,  red  and  brown.  Mostly  golden  brown  with  some 

blushes  and  splashes  of  faded  mint  brilliance.  A  few  trivial  flecks 
are  about  all  that  keep  this  example  out  of  the  Proof-65  category. 
In  business  strike  form  the  1872  has  the  second  lowest  mintage  of 
any  date  in  the  two-cent  series,  just  65,000  pieces.  The  rarity  of 
business  strikes  has  thus  placed  an  extra  demand  upon  the  few  re¬ 
maining  Proofs. 


1798  1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  golden 
brown  and  blue.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  tex¬ 
ture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike.  Well  known  for  its 
low  mintage. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  4  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Whether  this  piece  was  actually  made  as  a  business  strike  or  as  a  Proof  is  a  matter  of 
question.  Quite  probably,  the  relatively  few  pieces  certified  by  the  various  services  as 
Mint  State  were,  in  fact,  carelessly  made  Proofs. 


1799  1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  virtually  as  nice  as  the  day 
of  issue.  The  obverse  exhibits  delicate  gold  iridescence.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  pale  blue.  A  desirable  Proof-only  issue  having  a  mintage  of 
just  4,290  pieces. 

Owning  a  rarity  is  always  exciting,  and  particularly  so  if  the  price  is  reasonable  The 
1886  nickel  three-cent  piece  affords  the  opportunity  to  purchase  for  less  than  $1,000  a 
coin  that  has  a  total  mintage  of  less  than  5,000  pieces,  and  this  specimen,  is  in  superb 
Proof  preservation. 


SIT  VFR  THRFF.-CENT  PIECES 


1800  1851-0  AU-58.  Satiny  surfaces  exhibit  pleasing  pale  gold  and  lilac- 

gray  iridescence. 

The  only  coin  of  this  denomination  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  The  mintmark  is  a 
perfect  circle,  quite  unlike  the  oval  mintmark  used  on  nearly  all  other  products  from  this 
southern  facility. 
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1801  1862  MS-62.  The  central  area  of  the  obverse  is  brilliant,  changing 

to  golden  brown  and  electric  blue  peripherally.  The  reverse  exhib¬ 
its  pearl  gray  iridescence. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1802  1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mosdy  golden  gray  iridescence,  with  some 
splashes  of  blue  at  the  rims.  1867  is  a  scarce  date  in  the  silver  three- 
cent  series.  Just  4,625  examples  were  coined  during  the  year,  a  fig¬ 
ure  which  includes  625  Proofs. 

The  1867  is  a  famous  and  quite  rare  date  in  the  silver  three-cent  series. 

1803  1869  Proof-63.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  wisps  of  golden 
brown  and  blue  at  the  borders.  Only  600  Proof  trimes  were  coined 
during  the  year. 


1870  Business  Strike  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1804  1870  MS-64  (NGC).  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  orange-gold 
and  electric  blue  hues.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  some  prooflike  char¬ 
acter,  but  the  presence  of  clash  marks  and  die  finish  lines  attest  to 
this  coin’s  business  strike  status.  Exceedingly  rare  in  comparison 
with  Proof  strikings  of  this  date.  However,  the  availability  of  Proof 
strikings  dilutes  the  market  value.  If  Proofs  had  not  been  made, 
this  business  strike  would  probably  be  worth  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars! 

1805  1871  MS-63.  Pleasing  lilac-gray  and  blue  toning  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  desirable  date  having  a  tiny  mintage  of  just  4,360  pieces. 
As  is  true  of  all  silver  three-cent  pieces  after  1862,  business  strikes 
are  rarer  than  Proofs,  typically  much  rarer.  Today,  a  business 
strike  1871  at  the  Mint  State  level  is  at  least  a  couple  dozen  times 
rarer  than  its  Proof  cousin. 


Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


1806  1878  Proof-66  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  whis¬ 
per  of  champagne  iridescence.  1878  five-cent  pieces  were  pro¬ 
duced  in  Proof  format  only.  Just  2,350  examples  were  coined. 

The  philosophy  of  the  1878  Shield  nickel  is  similar  to  that  noted  under  the  previous 
1886  nickel  three-cent  piece  (Lot  1799).  In  the  present  instance  the  coin  will  probably 
sell  over  the  $1,000  mark,  but  probably  will  not  crack  the  $2,000  barrier.  Consider  that 
just  2,350  Proofs  were  made,  no  business  strikes  were  produced,  and  that  this  issue  is  the 
second  rarest  of  all  regular  Proof  nickels  from  the  time  the  series  started,  in  1866,  right 
down  to  the  present  year,  1996!  (The  scarcest  regular  issue  is  the  1877,  and,  if  one  wants 
to  be  completely  accurate,  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  produced  as  a  cabinet  piece,  is 
not  only  the  rarest  of  all  nickel  five<ent  pieces  but  is  probably  the  singlemost  famous  of 
all  United  States  coins.) 

1807  1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning  nicely  complements 
the  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields. 

1808  Gem-quality  Liberty  nickel  quartette:  ☆  1883  Without  CENTS. 
MS-65  (NGC)  (2)  ☆  1907  MS-64  (NGC)  ☆  1912  MS-64  (PCGS). 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

1809  1884  Proof-64.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  vivid  orange-gold. 

^  % 

1810  1898  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac  Iridescence  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces. 

1811  1909  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  example.  Mosdy  brilliant 
surfaces  with  orange-gold  toning.  The  sharp  satiny  devices  nicely 
complement  the  reflective  fields. 

1812  1912-S  EF-40.  Warm  pewter  gray  toning.  A  desirable  issue  having 
the  lowest  mintage  of  any  regular  date  in  the  Liberty  nickel  series 
from  1883  through  1912,  just  238,000  pieces.  The  1912-S  also 
ranks  as  the  first  nickel  five-cent  variety  struck  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint. 

1813  PCGS-certified  Buffalo  nickel  quartette:  ☆  1913-D  Type  I.  MS-65 

☆  1913  Type  II.  MS-65  ☆  1914-D  MS-63  ☆  1931-S  MS-65.  Each  has 
toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

1814  Gem-quality  Buffalo  nickel  group.  All  are  PCGS  certified:  ☆  1913- 
D  Type  I.  MS-65  ☆  1929-S  MS-64  ☆  1931-S  MS-65  ☆  1934-D  MS-65. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 

1815  1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  II  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  lustrous  gem 
warmly  toned  in  intermingled  gold  and  lilac. 

1816  Philadelphia  Mint  quintette.  Each  is  PCGS-certified:  ☆  1914  MS- 
64  ☆  1917  MS-64  ☆  1923  MS-64  ☆  1926  MS-65  ☆  1927  MS-65.  (To¬ 
tal:  5  pieces) 

1817  1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac-gray  iridescence 
enhances  the  lustrous  surfaces. 

1818  Offering  of  20th-century  nickels  including  some  scarce  varieties: 

☆  1914-S  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆  1915  (2).  MS-62  and  MS-60  ☆  1916-D 
AU-55,  cleaned  ☆  1918-S  VF-30  ☆  192 1-S  VG-8  ☆  1924  EF-40  ☆ 
1924-S  F-12  ☆  1925-S  EF-40,  whizzed  ☆  1926-S  VG-8  ☆  1928-S  EF- 
40  ☆  1935-D  MS-60,  with  reverse  damage  ☆  1935-S  MS-62  ☆  1937 
MS-60  ☆  1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-60  ☆  1939-D  Jefferson.  EF40.  (Total: 
16  pieces) 
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Gem  1915-D  Nickel 


1819  1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Vivid  golden  toning  with  delicate  lilac 
highlights.  Most  of  the  buffalo’s  head  and  shoulder  details  are 
sharp.  A  splendid  example  certain  to  delight  any  Buffalo  nickel  afi¬ 
cionado. 

1820  Lustrous  Buffalo  nickel  quintette:  ☆  1915-D  MS-64  ☆  1917  MS-63 
☆  1931-S  MS-63  ☆  1937  MS-64  ☆  1937-D  MS-61.  Most  have  attrac¬ 
tive  light  toning.  (Total:  5  pieces) 

1821  Certified  pair:  ☆1915-D  MS-63  (ANACS)  ☆  1926  MS-65  (NGC). 
Both  pieces  have  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1822  1918-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Vivid  orange-gold  iridescence  with  pale  lilac 
highlights.  Scarce  in  EF  and  higher  grades. 


1823  1924-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  A  touch  of  strik¬ 
ing  softness  is  noted  on  the  buffalo’s  head  and  above  the  Indian’s 
braid.  Not  easy  to  find  in  high  grades.  A  classic  rarity  in  Mint  State. 

1824  1926-D  MS-63.  Satiny  lustre.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pleasing  inter¬ 
mingled  pearl  gray  and  champagne  iridescence.  Better  than  aver¬ 
age  strike,  though  hardly  sharp. 

We  should  note  that  price  listings  for  the  1926-D  are  based  upon  average  coins,  not 
sharply  struck  ones.  Thus,  the  present  coin,  finer  than  that  usually  seen,  should  be  priced 
higher  than  usual.  Ditto  for  the  next  lot. 

1825  1926-D  MS-63.  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac  iridescence  enhances 
the  satiny  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  sharp. 


1826  1928-S  MS-64.  A  lovely  satiny  gem  example.  Partially  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces  with  blushes  of  pink  and  gold. 

1827  1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pleasing  satiny  lustre.  Both  surfaces  exhibit 
delicate  golden  iridescence  with  some  hints  of  lilac  on  the  obverse. 
A  few  tiny  flecks  can  be  seen  under  magnification. 

1828  1928-S  MS-63.  Satiny  lustre.  Attractive  golden  gray  toning  with 
hints  of  lilac. 

1829  1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Intermingled  golden  brown  and  bluish 
gray  iridescence.  One  of  the  scarcest  issues  of  the  decade  at  the 
MS-65  level. 

1830  1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  varied 
shades  of  gold,  pink,  and  blue-gray. 


HALF  DIMES 


Gem  1795  V-4  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1831  1795  Valentine-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  Rarity-4.  A  lovely  lustrous  gem 

example  warmly  toned  in  golden  brown,  violet,  and  blue.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  most  high-grade  survivors  of  the  variety  are  from  the  so- 
called  Wadsworth-Rea  hoard  dispersed  by  William  Elliot 
Woodward  beginning  in  1880  or  shortly  thereafter.  Flowing  Hair 
half  dimes  were  produced  only  in  1794  and  1795.  Gem-quality  ex¬ 
amples  are  always  eagerly  sought  for  inclusion  in  type  sets  as  well 
as  for  specialized  half  dime  collections. 

Factual  information  concerning  the  Wadsworth-Rea  Hoard,  so  called,  remains  rare, 
and  Dave  Bowers  of  our  organization  would  be  delighted  if  someone  has  any  contempo¬ 
rary  information  concerning  it  apart  from  what  the  estimable  Mr.  Woodward  had  to  say. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1832  1800  V-l.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  Pearl  gray  toning  at  the  centers  changes 

to  golden  brown  and  electric  blue  at  the  peripheries.  A  few  rim 
bumps  and  bruises  can  be  seen,  and  some  mint-caused  adjustment 
marks  are  noted  beneath  OF  on  the  reverse.  Coined  during  the 
first  year  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  design  type. 

With  regard  to  nomenclature,  we  much  prefer  the  term  “Heraldic  Eagle”  to  the  some¬ 
times  used  “Large  Eagle.”  The  eagle  is  indeed  heraldic,  but  whether  it  is  large,  medium, 
or  small  is  hard  to  determine— it  depends  on  your  point  of  view. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1833  1800  V-2.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  Light  silver  gray  surfaces.  Possibly 

plugged  by  R  in  LIBERTY',  but  if  so,  the  work  was  so  skilled  as  to 
virtually  defy  detection.  A  small  mark  below  the  chin  is  mostly  hid¬ 
den  by  toning. 

First  year  of  production  of  the  type  having  the  Draped  Bvist  obverse  (attributed  to  (»i! 
bert  Stuart)  in  combination  with  the  Heraldic  Fagle  reverse  This  general  sivle  continued 
in  use  through  1805,  after  which  there  was  a  hiatus  in  half  dime  production  until  1829 
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1834  1829  V-2.  MS-62  prooflike.  Rarity-2.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers, 
with  warm  golden  gray  at  the  borders.  Magnification  reveals  a  tiny 
spot  above  L  in  PLURIBUS. 

1835  Pair  of  desirable  half  dime  design  types:  ☆  1831  AU-58  ☆  1837 
Liberty  Seated.  Flat-Top  1  in  Date.  AU-55.  Both  pieces  have  nicely 
matched  golden  brown  and  blue  toning.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

1836  Half  dime  quintette:  ☆  1832  AU-50  ☆  1836  EF-45  ☆  1837  Liberty 
Seated:  No  Stars;  first  year  of  the  design.  VF-20  ☆  1854  Arrows  at 
Date.  MS-61  ☆  1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  AU-58.  Each  has  ton¬ 
ing.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Splendid  MS-66  1833  Half  Dime 

Possibly  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1837  1833  V-l.  MS-66  (NGC).  Rarity-2.  A  simply  magnificent  gem  hav¬ 
ing  satiny  devices.  The  fields  are  mostly  prooflike  with  some  scat¬ 
tered  wisps  of  mint  frost.  Vivid  orange-gold  iridescence  enhances 
both  surfaces.  An  adjustment  mark  can  be  seen  on  Liberty’s  cheek. 
Although  not  particularly  elusive  overall,  the  V-l  variety  is  cer¬ 
tainly  rare  this  nicely  preserved.  Almost  certainly  in  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  die  variety,  and  quite  possibly  the  finest  extant. 

A  simply  magnificent  gem  with  beautiful  satiny  surfaces.  A  clear  Condition  Census 
example  of  the  die  variety,  and  quite  possibly  the  finest  extant. 


1841  1837  V-l.  Capped  Bust.  MS-63  (NGC).  Golden  brown  and  violet 

toning  in  the  central  areas  changes  to  pleasing  blue  at  the  borders. 
The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  A  few  minor  han¬ 
dling  marks  on  the  obverse  are  about  all  that  keep  this  piece  out  of 
the  “gem”  category. 

Rare  Proof-62  1837  Half  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1842  1837  Liberty  Seated.  Peak-Topped  1  in  Date.  Net  Proof-62;  with 

the  appearance  of  a  Proof-64  example.  Fully  brilliant.  The  frosty 
cameo  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  glittering  mirror  fields. 
Magnification  reveals  light  burnishing  to  the  left  of  the  rock  on  the 
obverse,  thus  accounting  for  the  assigned  net  grade.  The  date  has 
the  triple-cut  8  feature  described  by  Breen  as  being  a  characteristic 
of  the  obverse  die  used  to  coin  an  estimated  20+  Proofs.  Housed  in 
an  ANACS  holder  as  authentic.  There  is  no  grade  on  the  slab.  The 
holder  notes  the  obverse  burnishing,  however,  wifh  the  statement: 
“obverse  tooled.” 

In  1837  a  few  Proofs  of  the  half  dime  and  dime  were  struck  as  samples  of  the  new 
motif  and  seem  to  have  been  distributed  on  this  basis,  not  in  full  sets  containing  other 
denominations.  In  recent  generations  scattered  Proofs  have  appeared  in  our  auctions 
and  those  of  our  fine  competitors,  but  such  offerings  have  been  only  a  tiny  percentage 
compared  to  Mint  State  coins.  The  present  coin  is  one  in  which  an  in-person  viewing 
might  not  only  be  better  than  the  proverbial  1,000  words,  but  will  take  the  place  of  our 
words  or  anyone  else’s,  for  the  words  convey  an  idea  that  this  is  a  “problem”  coin.  While 
the  small  burnishing  cannot  be  overlooked,  once  you  see  the  coin  you  will  notice  that  it  is 
indeed  a  gorgeous  piece,  and  are  probably  quite  correct  in  stating  that  a  couple  decades 
ago  this  coin  would  have  been  easily  bought  and  sold  by  just  about  anyone,  without  men¬ 
tioning  the  burnishing. 


1838  1834  V-4.  Net  MS-60;  but  actually  MS-63.  Lightly  polished  long  ago 
and  now  beginning  to  retone  in  delicate  gold. 

1839  Offering  of  mostly  Uncirculated  half  dimes  with  dates  spanning 
more  than  three  decades:  ☆  1834  AU-55  ☆  1845  MS-60  ☆  1850 
MS-60  ☆  1851  MS-60  ☆  1858  MS-61  ☆  1861  MS-60  ☆  1872  MS-63 
☆  1872-S  Mintmark  Above  Bow.  MS-61  ☆  1872-S  Mintmark  Below 
Bow.  MS-60.  (Total:  9  pieces) 


1843  1837  Liberty  Seated.  Peak-Topped  1  in  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Mosdy  golden  gray  iridescence  with  splashes  of  blue  on  both  sur¬ 
faces.  The  numerals  1,  3,  and  7  each  show  doubling.  There  appear 
to  be  traces  of  two  errant  8’s  beneath  the  8.  A  lovely  specimen 
coined  during  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  type. 

The  design  is  by  Christian  Gobrecht  and  is  copied  from  the  starless  obverse  of  the 
1836  silver  dollar,  although  the  proportions  are  very  slighdy  different.  The  absence  of 
stars  gives  the  half  dime  a  cameo-like  effect  which  in  retrospect  seems  to  be  a  bit  more 
attractive  than  the  style  with  stars  added. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1840  1836  V-5.  EF-45.  Rarity-7,  per  Jules  Reiver’s  excellent  die  variety 
manual,  an  indispensible  guide  to  anyone  seriously  interested  in 
the  series.  Attractively  toned  in  shades  of  golden  brown  and  slate 
gray.  A  fine  scratch  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  chest.  The  ad¬ 
vanced  states  of  both  dies  almost  certainly  account  for  the  rarity  of 
this  variety.  Probably  no  more  than  a  few  hundred  were  produced 
in  all,  and  now  fewer  than  a  dozen  are  thought  to  survive. 


1844  1837  Liberty  Seated.  Peak-Topped  1  in  Date.  MS-60  PL  (ANACS). 
Mostly  orange-gold  iridescence  with  pale  lilac  highlights.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  design  features  show  bold  definition.  A  spot  is  noted  at 
the  base  of  the  date.  Coined  during  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  design  type. 


Send  Your  Bid  Sheet  Early! 

The  early  bird  gets  the  worm,  and  likewise,  the  early 
bid  sheet  often  gets  the  coin.  In  the  case  of  tie  bids,  the 
earliest  bid  received  wins!  And,  believe  us,  in  each  sale 
we  handle  there  are  many  tie  bids.  We  urge  you  to  send 
your  bid  sheet  early! 
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( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1845  1839  MS-65  (NGC).  Intermingled  blue  and  orange-brown  toning 
complements  the  frosty  surfaces.  In  MS-65  or  higher  grades  the 
1839  half  dime  is  quite  scarce.  Probably  no  more  than  a  few  dozen 
could  be  accounted  for  if  one  were  to  take  a  comprehensive  sur¬ 
vey. 


1846 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1849/6  MS-64.  A  lustrous  gem  warmly  toned  in  golden  brown  and 
pewter  gray.  The  overdate  feature  is  clear  on  this  example  and 
closely  matches  the  illustration  of  the  variety  in  Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1847  1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  vivid  rain¬ 
bow  iridescence  with  shades  of  gold,  blue,  and  violet  predominat¬ 
ing.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  1857  half  dimes  seen  match 
the  quality  offered  here. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1848  1859  Proof-62  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  toning  in  the  central  areas 

deepens  to  a  rich  gold  at  the  borders.  The  frosty  devices  contrast 
nicely  with  the  mirror  fields.  A  small  lint  mark  is  noted  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  right  arm  (viewer’s  left).  Although  800  Proofs  were  origi¬ 
nally  coined,  it  is  thought  that  many  were  subsequently  melted. 

The  1859  half  dime  is  an  important  sub-type  inasmuch  as  the  Philadelphia  coins  of  this 
denomination  (but  not  the  New  Orleans  versions)  have  each  obverse  star  hollow  at  the 
center.  In  addition,  Miss  Liberty's  arms  are  a  bit  slimmer.  It  is  said  that  Anthony  C. 
Paquel  cut  the  dies  for  this  one.  Why  the  style  was  not  continued  later,  we  don’t  know. 


Gem  MS-64  Transitional  1860  Half  Dime 

Only  100  Minted 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1849  1860  Pollock-315,  Judd-267.  Transitional  design.  MS-64  (NGC). 

The  rare  and  desirable  variety  having  the  obverse  design  of  1859 
mated  with  the  adopted  reverse  of  1860.  Delicately  toned  in 
mottled  blue  and  violet.  Only  100  examples  of  the  variety  were 
coined,  possibly  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  ornament  the  cabi¬ 
nets  of  coin  collectors.  The  variety  is  eagerly  sought  by  pattern  col¬ 
lectors  as  well  as  half  dime  specialists. 

1850  1860-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Pale  golden  iridescence  enhances  both 
surfaces.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  mirror  fields. 
Notable  as  the  final  half  dime  issue  struck  at  the  New  Orleans 
Mint. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1851  1861/0  Overdate.  MS-63.  A  scarce  and  desirable  variety.  Attrac¬ 
tively  toned  in  vivid  intermingled  shades  of  violet,  orange-gold, 
and  electric  blue. 

1852  1863  Proof-64.  Mostly  gold  and  lilac-gray  iridescence  with  some 
hints  of  blue  and  violet.  Only  460  Proof  half  dimes  were  coined 
during  the  year. 

Production  of  Philadelphia  Mint  half  dimes  fell  precipitously  in  1863  and  continued  at 
a  low  ebb  for  several  years  thereafter.  At  the  time  the  Treasury  had  stopped  paying  out 
silver  and  gold  coins,  and  thus  any  pieces  minted  were  stored  in  Treasury  vaults.  They 
could  be  acquired  by  paying  a  premium  (in  terms  of  “greenback"  notes),  and  this  was 
done  by  some  who  needed  them  for  export  payments.  However,  paying  foreign  bills  in 
half  dimes  would  have  been  a  tedious  procedure  compared  to  using  higher  denomina¬ 
tions,  and  thus  relatively  few  low-value  silver  coins  such  as  the  three-cent,  five-cent,  and 
10-cent  pieces  were  made.  The  entire  aspect  of  monetary  policy  during  the  Civil  War  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  in  American  financial  history  and,  by  transfer,  in 
numismatics.  The  best  old-time  account  is  found  in  Neil  Carothers’  1930,  Fractional 
Money,  which  we  consider  to  be  an  indispensible  part  of  any  serious  numismatic  library, 
even  a  small  shelf  of  books. 


1853  1869  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with 
some  splashes  of  gold  and  gray. 

1854  1872-S  Mintmark  Beneath  Bow.  MS-64.  A  delightful  gem  exhibit¬ 
ing  pleasing  gold  and  lilac  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces. 
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Dimes 


Very  Rare  1803  JR-1  Dime 

High  Condition-Census  Example 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1855  1803  John  Reich-1.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rarity-7.  Mostly  lilac-gray  with 
some  splashes  and  blushes  of  gold  and  blue.  Attractive  for  the 
grade  with  some  traces  of  mint  lustre  surviving  in  the  protected 
areas.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  at  the  centers.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  variety.  Evidently  the  authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime 
book  were  not  certain  that  more  than  four  examples  existed  when 
they  wrote  their  landmark  reference  book  in  1984.  Only  six  were 
known  when  the  Lovejoy  Collection  was  auctioned  in  1990.  The 
piece  offered  here  is  equal  in  grade  to  the  finest  known  in  1984, 
and  accordingly,  it  can  be  reasonably  inferred  that  it  is  still  high  in 
the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety. 


1856  1805  JR-2.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  Four  Berries  reverse.  Somewhat  porous 
surfaces  toned  in  smoky  gray. 


1862  1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  gray  iridescence  o* 
frosty  surfaces.  A  handsome  example  of  this  popular  and  desirabl 
three-year  design  type. 

Coined  under  the  authority  of  the  Act  of  February  21,1 853,  which  lowered  the  auth 
rized  weight  of  silver  coins  from  the  half  dime  to  the  half  dollar. 

1863  1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  toning.  The  d< 
vices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Worth  a  gene 
ous  bid. 

Gem  MS-64  1873-S  Dime 


1864  1873-S  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Partially  brilliant  at  the  centers  witl 
orange-gold  and  navy  blue  at  the  borders.  Most  design  feature' 
show  bold  definition.  The  1873-S  is  a  scarce  issue  in  Uncirculatei 
grade,  and  an  important  condition  rarity  at  the  MS-64  level. 

The  collector  of  coins  by  design  types  necessarily  requires  a  dime  of  the  1873-187 
years  to  illustrate  the  with-arrows  style.  How  “special”  it  would  be  to  add  a  San  Francisc  j 
coin  rather  than  the  much  more  available  Philadelphia  issue.  While  the  1873-S  is  monj 
expensive,  the  added  cost  is  not  at  all  proportional  to  its  much  greater  rarity. 

1865  1877  “Type  II”  reverse  with  the  E  in  ONE  distant  from  the  wreath 
MS-61,  prooflike.  Fully  brilliant  at  the  centers  wifh  wisps  of  gold  a 
the  borders. 


1857  1829  JR-7.  AU-50.  Golden  gray  toning  with  two  obverse  spots 
noted.  A  few  minor  rim  nicks  can  be  seen  and  are  mentioned  for 
accuracy’s  sake. 

1858  Pair  of  19th-century  dimes  illustrating  popular  design  types.  Each 
is  ANACS-certified:  ☆  1830  EF-45  ☆  1852  Repunched  Date.  AU- 
58.  (Total:  2  pieces) 


1866  1878  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  glittering  gem.  Mostly  brilliant,  with  just ; 
whisper  of  gold  at  the  borders.  One  of  the  finest  surv  ivors  from  ; 
scant  mintage  of  just  800  Proofs. 

1867  1880  Proof-50.  Mostly  golden  gray  with  some  tinges  of  blue  at  the 
reverse  border.  A  popular  date  having  a  small  mintage  of  jus 
37,355  pieces. 


1859  1831  JR-5.  F-15.  Golden  gray  toning.  The  reverse  die  state  is  ad¬ 
vanced,  with  a  heavy  rim  cud  above  UNI  in  UNITED. 


1868  1880  AU-50.  Intermingled  gold  and  gray  toning.  Traces  of  satin’ 
lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders- 
One  of  the  scarcest  dime  issues  of  the  1880s. 


Condition  Census  1833  JR-1  Dime 


1860  1833  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rarity-3.  Mostly  pearl  gray  with  blushes 
of  golden  brown  on  both  surfaces.  Not  particularly  elusive  in  lower 
grades,  but  certainly  a  rarity  at  the  MS-64  level.  The  finest  example 
known  to  the  authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  book  graded  MS-63. 
A  splendid  opportunity  for  the  numismatist  who  desires  the  finest 
quality  available. 

1861  Liberty  Seated  dime  selection  including  a  pair  of  Uncirculated 
pieces:  ☆  1842  EF-45  ☆  1878  (2).  MS-61  and  EF-45.  The  latter  has 
scratches  ☆  1890-S  AU-55  ☆  1891  MS-61.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


1869  1 889-S  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  with  just  a  whisper  of  pale  iridescenc< 
at  the  borders.  Much  scarcer  in  Uncirculated  grade  than  the  geneir 
ous  mintage  figure  of  972,678  pieces  would  lead  one  to  believe 
Worth  a  generous  bid. 

1870  1890  MS-64.  Mottled  orange-gold  and  pewter  gray  iridescence 
The  lustre  is  somewhat  subdued  on  this  example. 

1871  Assortment  of  Barber  and  Mercury  dimes:  ☆  1892  AU-55  ☆  18931 
O  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆  1897  F-12  ☆  1898-S  F-12  ☆  1900  AU-50  ☆1901 
VF-20  ☆  1903-0  VF-30  ☆  1906  AU-50  ☆  1906-S  VF-20,  with  ob. 
verse  damage  ☆  1907-D  AU-55  ☆  1907-S  F-12,  with  obverse  and 
edge  damage  ☆  1908  AU-58.  Triple-punched  8  in  date  ☆  1909  AUl 
58  ☆  1910-D  AU-55  ☆  1911  AU-58  ☆  1913  AU-50  ☆  1916  Mercury 
(3).  MS-63,  MS-60,  and  MS-60,  all  with  full  bands  ☆  1945  MS-601 
(Total:  20  pieces) 

1872  1895-S  AU-50.  The  obverse  is  mosdy  gold  with  blushes  of  blue  at  thu 
periphery.  A  toning  spot  can  be  seen  by  Miss  Liberty’s  nose.  Th« 
reverse  has  electric  blue  toning,  with  splashes  of  gold  and  violet. 
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1873  1900-0  AU-50.  Delicate  golden  gray  toning.  Scarce  above  the  VG 
level  and  very  desirable  in  AU  and  higher  grades. 

1874  1901-S  EF-40.  Toned  in  pearl  gray,  orange-gold,  and  blue.  One  of 
the  scarcest  20th-century  dime  issues. 

1875  1902  Proof-62.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  enhances  both  sur¬ 
faces.  Only  777  Proof  dimes  were  coined  during  the  year. 

1876  1902-S  MS-62.  Satiny  surfaces.  Essentially  brilliant  in  the  central 
areas,  with  wisps  of  blue-gray  at  the  borders. 

1877  1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  example  having  sharp 
frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with 
blushes  of  pale  gold  and  blue-gray.  A  splendid  candidate  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  an  outstanding  20th-century  type  set. 

1878  1917-S  Mercury  type.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  lustrous  gem.  Mostly 
pale  champagne  surfaces  with  blushes  of  vivid  gold. 

1879  1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Blushes  of  vivid  gold  nicely  complement  the 
satiny  surfaces.  A  very  appealing  coin. 


1880  1919-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Warm  orange-gold  and  lilac-gray  toning 
with  some  hints  of  blue.  A  tiny  contact  mark  on  the  fasces  was 
probably  all  that  prevented  PCGS  from  assigning  a  higher  grade. 
Among  the  finest  known  survivors  of  the  issue  and  highly  desir¬ 
able  as  such. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

1881  1919-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Mostly  gold  and  gray  surfaces  with  a  splash 
of  blue  at  the  base  of  the  obverse  design.  Scarce  this  nicely  pre¬ 
served. 

1882  1920-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Gold  and  gray  toning  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  The  design  features  show  bold  definition  on  this  example.  A 
shallow  planchet  lamination  flaw  can  be  seen  on  Liberty’s  neck. 

Gem  MS-65  1921-D  Dime 

Important  Key  Issue 


:  1883  1921-D  MS-65  (NGC).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant,  changing  to 

vivid  gold  at  the  rims.  Most  design  features  show  excellent  defini¬ 
tion  and  the  central  band  of  the  fasces  is  almost  fully  split.  An  im¬ 
portant  key  issue  in  all  grades,  and  especially  desirable  at  the  MS- 
65  level.  We  expect  many  generous  bids. 

The  American  economy  experienced  boom  times  during  the  previous  decade,  espe¬ 
cially  after  August  1814  when  war  broke  out  in  Europe,  and  America  became  a  prime 
supplier  of  materiel.  These  times  continued  through  the  end  of  the  war  in  November 
1918,  and  by  momentum  even  in  1919  and  1920.  However,  by  1921,  many  factories  were 
idle,  and  complicating  the  matter,  farmers  were  having  difficult  times  as  well.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  there  was  a  “recession"  (although  that  term  was  not  used  in  economics  at  the  time), 
and  the  need  for  coinage  diminished.  As  a  result,  production  quantities  wete  genet  ally 
low  (the  silver  dollar,  being  the  result  of  government  boondoggle,  was  a  notable  excep¬ 
tion). 

1884  1923-S  MS-61  FB  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous.  The  obverse  is  mostly  bril¬ 
liant.  The  reverse  exhibits  warm  golden  gray  iridescence. 
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1885  1926-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  golden  surfaces,  with  some  hints  of 
violet  and  splashes  of  blue.  One  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  the 
Mercury  dime  series  subsequent  to  1921. 

1886  1939  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  example  virtually  as  the 
nice  as  the  day  of  issue.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  delightful  golden  iri¬ 
descence. 

1887  Trio  of  NGC-certified  1941  dimes:  ☆  Proof-66  ☆  Proof-64  (2). 
Each  has  toning.  (Total:  3  pieces) 


20-Cent  piece 


1888  1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  complements 

the  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  A  lint  mark 
can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  face.  An  attractive 
example  of  this  desirable  four-year  design  type. 

In  1876  an  invitation  was  extended  to  officials  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  to  display  coins 
from  the  Mint  Cabinet  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  held  nearby  in  Fairmount  Park.  The 
offer  was  declined,  but  it  was  stated  that  fairgoers  were  welcome  to  make  a  sortie  to  the 
Mint  if  desired.  Apparendy  in  anticipation  of  this,  more  Proofs  were  struck  than  typical. 
Visitors  failed  to  materialize  in  the  quantities  expected,  and  quite  probably  many  of  the 
undistributed  Proofs  were  simply  put  into  circulation  at  face  value. 

QUARTER  DOLLARS 


Desirable  EF-40  1796  Quarter 

Classic  Rarity 


1889  1796  Browning-2.  EF-40  (NGC).  Rarity-3.  Warmly  toned  in 
mottled  rainbow  shades  with  hues  of  gold,  violet,  and  blue  pre¬ 
dominating.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  center¬ 
ing.  The  1796  quarter  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  issues  in  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics  and  has  been  a  favorite  with  collectors  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  different  reasons:  (1)  It  is  the  first  25-cent  issue  struck  at  the 
U.S.  Mint.  (2)  It  is  the  only  25-cent  issue  of  the  18th-century.  (3)  It 
is  the  only  date  in  the  quarter  series  having  the  small  eagle  t  excise. 
(4)  A  mere  6,146  examples  were  minted. 
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Gem  MS-64  1847  Quarter 


1890  1847  MS-64  (NGC).  An  impressive  gem  toned  in  orange,  pink,  and 
electric  blue.  The  obverse,  in  particular,  exhibits  pronounced 
prooflike  character.  The  reverse  shows  prominent  doubling  at 
QUAR.  DOL.  A  rare  issue  in  Uncirculated  grade;  MS-64  examples 
must  certainly  rank  high  among  the  finest  known.  A  prize  for  the 
numismatist  with  an  eye  for  outstanding  quality. 

1891  Offering  of  quarter  dollars,  with  emphasis  on  Barber  issues:  ☆ 
1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-30  ☆  1893  MS-60  ☆  1896  AU-50  ☆  1897 
(2).  AU-50  and  F-12  ☆  1898-S  AU-55  ☆  1902  AU-55,  polished.  (To¬ 
tal:  7  pieces) 

1892  1876-S  Type  II  reverse  with  TATE  spaced  apart.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  and  splashes  of  orange-gold  and 
blue.  Popular  centennial  year  issue. 

1893  1878  Proof-62  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with  tinges  of  gold  at  the 
borders.  Some  scattered  spots  and  flecks  were  probably  all  that 
prevented  NGC  from  assigning  a  considerably  higher  grade.  Only 
800  Proof  quarters  were  coined  in  1878. 

1894  1887  Proof-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  golden 
iridescence.  Only  710  Proof  quarters  were  coined  in  1887. 

In  general,  quarter  dollars  of  the  Liberty  Seated  type  minted  at  Philadelphia  from 
1879  through  the  end  of  the  series  have  very  low  mintages.  For  this  reason,  Proofs  have 
had  an  extra  demand  placed  upon  them  and  are  especially  popular  today. 


1897  1895  MS-61  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  toning  in  the  central  areas 
deepens  to  golden  brown  and  charcoal  gray  at  the  borders. 

Lustrous  MS-62  1896-S  Quarter 

Important  Key  Issue 


1898  1896-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Warmly  toned  in  varied  shades  of  golden 
brown  and  gray  with  some  wisps  and  blushes  of  navy  blue  and 
charcoal  on  the  reverse.  The  1896-S  is  an  exceedingly  important 
key  issue  in  the  Barber  series— and  is  one  of  the  “big  three,”  the 
others  being  the  somewhat  scarcer  1901-S  and  the  somewhat  more 
available  191 3-S.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  price  for  the  advanced  collec¬ 
tor! 

As  is  seen  from  the  preceding  comment,  availability  today  is  not  in  proportion  to  the 
mintage,  for  the  lowest  mintage  of  all  is  registered  for  the  1913-S,  but  it  is  more  available 
than  either  the  1896-S  or  the  1901-S.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  although  Augustus  G. 
Heaton  in  his  Treatise  on  Mint  Marks,  published  in  1893,  told  of  the  virtues  of  collecting 
mintmark  varieties,  the  discipline  did  not  become  popular  in  a  large  way  until  after  Au¬ 
gust  1909,  when  the  Lincoln  cent  made  its  debut,  and  all  of  a  sudden  many  people  found 
that  the  presence  of  a  tiny  “S”  mintmark  on  one  of  these  cents  would  cause  it  to  multiply 
in  value.  It  was  only  a  matter  of  time  until  mintmarks  became  widely  noticed  on  other 
denominations.  By  1913,  there  was  sufficient  activity  that  more  J913-S  quarters  were 
saved  by  numismatists  than  had  been  the  case  for  earlier  years  in  the'series. 

1899  20th-century  quarter  dollar  offering:  ☆  1902  EF-40  ☆  1903  AU-58 
☆  1906  AU-55  (2)  ☆  1907  AU-55  ☆  1907-0  MS-60  ☆  1908  MS-60  ☆ 
1912  (2).  AU-55  and  VF-20  ☆  1934  Light  Motto.  MS-63.  (Total:  10 
pieces) 

1900  1907  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  glittering  gem  having  vivid  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  centers  changing  to  a  delightful  electric  blue  at  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Certainly  among  the  most  beautiful  specimens  one  could 
ever  hope  to  find.  Only  575  Proofs  were  coined  in  1907. 

A  pleasant  and  challenging  endeavor  is  to  assemble  a  complete  set  of  Proof  dates  of 
Barber  quarters,  first  minted  in  1896  and  last  produced  in  Proof  format  in  1915.  The 
present  1907  would  make  a  nice  beginning  or  addition  to  such  a  display. 


1895  1892  Type  II  reverse.  Proof-64.  Mottled  golden  brown,  blue,  and 
lilac  toning.  An  appealing  gem  example  coined  during  the  first 
year  of  the  Barber  design  type. 

Two  different  hubs  were  used  to  prepare  the  quarter  dollar  reverses  of  the  year.  On 
the  Type  I  reverses  the  middle  segment  of  the  E  in  UNITED  is  only  partially  obscured  by 
the  eagle's  wing.  On  the  Type  II  reverses  ,  the  middle  segment  is  entirely  covered. 


1901  1908-0  MS-63.  Mostly  pewter  gray  surfaces,  with  some  tinges  of 
blue  at  the  obverse  border. 

1902  1909  Proof-63.  Mostly  brilliant,  with  just  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  bor¬ 
ders.  The  sharp  satiny  devices  nicely  complement  the  mirror 
fields.  Only  650  Proofs  were  coined  in  1909. 


Gem  MS-66  1894-0  Quarter 

Tied  as  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1896  1894-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  frosty  gem  having  gold  and  lilac-gray  iri¬ 
descence  in  the  central  areas  changing  to  a  delightful  blue-green  at 
the  rims.  The  1894-0  is  scarce  in  Uncirculated  grade  and  an  im¬ 
portant  condition  rarity  at  the  MS-66  level.  The  presently  offered 
example  ranks  among  the  finest  known  of  the  variety. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


Gem  Proof-65  1915  25£ 

A  “Find”  for  the  Specialist 


1903  1915  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  example.  Essentially  brilliant 
with  just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  toning  on  the  high  points  and 
at  the  borders.  From  a  tiny  Proof  mintage  of  just  450  pieces,  the 
second  lowest  production  figure  in  the  Barber  quarter  series  (ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  various  branch  mint  Proofs).  1915  is  notable  as  the 
last  year  Barber  quarters  were  produced  in  Proof  format. 
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1904  Pair  of  Uncirculated  Standing  Liberty  quarters:  ☆  1917  Type  I. 
MS-61.  Attractively  toned  ☆  1929-D  MS-62.  Essentially  brilliant. 
(Total:  2  pieces) 

1905  1917-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  A  lovely,  lustrous  gem  example  exhibit¬ 
ing  pleasing  golden  gray  iridescence  on  both  surfaces.  Type  I 
Standing  Liberty  quarters  were  coined  at  the  Denver  Mint  in  the 
year  1917  only. 


1906  1918-D  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous.  Blushes  and  splashes  of 
vivid  gold  ornament  both  surfaces.  Difficult  to  find  this  nicely  pre¬ 
served. 


1916  1935-D  MS-63.  Frosty  and  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  natu¬ 
ral  iridescence. 

1917  1936-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pearl  gray  toning  with  pale  golden  high¬ 
lights. 

1918  1938  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  having  satiny  devices  and 
nicely  reflective  fields. 

1919  1940  Proof-67  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of 
golden  iridescence  at  the  borders. 

1920  1940-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Warm  golden  brown  and  blue-gray  irides¬ 
cence  enhances  the  frosty  surfaces.  Probably  no  more  than  one  or 
two  Uncirculated  examples  in  1,000  could  match  the  quality  of¬ 
fered  here. 

HALF  DOLLARS  


1907 


1908 

1909 

1910 


1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 


1919-D  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  delicate 
gold  toning  with  wisps  and  blushes  of  rich  brown  and  navy  blue  on 
the  reverse.  Mint  State  examples  showing  the  “Full  Head”  feature 
are  scarce,  comprisingjust  a  small  proportion  of  the  total  Uncircu¬ 
lated  population.  Worth  a  premium  bid. 

PCGS  Population  (FH):  7;  14  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


1930  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant  with 
blushes  of  gold  peripherally.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Standing  Liberty  design  type. 

1930  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces.  The  obverse  has  warm 
golden  toning.  The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant. 

1932-D  MS-63.  The  central  areas  are  mostly  brilliant,  with  just  a 
whisper  of  golden  iridescence  at  the  rims.  A  nice  example  of  the 
single  most  desirable  issue  in  the  Washington  quarter  series. 

In  1932  the  Washington  quarter  was  intended  to  be  a  commemorative,  but  it  proved 
so  popular  that  production  was  continued  until  later  years,  indeed  until  the  present  day. 
We  are  heartened  by  the  recent  action  of  Congress  to  utilize  this  denomination  once 
again  as  a  circulation  commemorative,  this  time  to  have  50  different  reverses  displaying 
emblems  from  as  many  different  states.  This  idea  became  popular  following  the  initiative 
taken  by  Canada  in  1992  to  produce  pieces  illustrating  topics  from  the  various  provinces. 
Mention  was  soon  made  in  several  American  periodicals  suggesting  that  a  quarter  or  hall 
dollar  be  used  in  a  similar  way  in  the  United  States,  Q.  David  Bowers  Coin  World  column, 
January  1993  being  but  one  of  many  citations.  However,  progress  was  slow,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  summer  of  1996  that  finite  steps  were  taken.  Much  of  the  prompting  of 
Congress  in  action  was  due  to  Harvey  G.  Stack,  who  testified  before  a  congressional  com¬ 
mittee  as  to  how  important  the  benefits  would  be  to  just  about  everyone  involved. 

1932-D  MS-60.  Pale  golden  toning  on  satiny  surfaces. 

1932-D  AU-50  (AN ACS).  Warm  gold  and  gray  toning. 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with 
splashes  and  blushes  of  golden  gray.  A  desirable  key  issue  of  the 
Washington  design  type. 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  lovely  gem  example.  Com¬ 
paratively  scarce  at  this  grade  level. 

1934-D  MS-64.  Golden  gray  iridescence  enhances  the  frosty  sur¬ 
faces. 


1921  1795  Overton-105.  F-12.  Rarity-4.  Lilac-gray  toning  on  the  high 
points  changes  to  golden  brown  and  blue  in  the  fields.  On  the  ob¬ 
verse,  two  points  of  the  first  star  are  attached  to  Miss  Liberty’s  low¬ 
est  curl.  Only  between  75  and  200  examples  of  the  variety  are 
thought  to  have  survived  to  the  present  time. 

Lovely  EF-40  1795  O-107a  500 

Third  Finest  Known 


1922  1795  O-l 07a.  EF-40  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  having  golden  gray 
toning  and  nice  centering.  Both  sides  show  full  dentilation,  and 
much  satiny  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  Although  listed 
as  Rarity-5  in  Overton,  the  infrequency  of  auction  appearances 
suggests  to  us  that  the  variety  is  really  Rarity-6. 

The  census  of  examples  of  0-107  and  O-l 07a  known  to  us  is  pre¬ 
sented  herewith.  This  listing  may  include  some  multiple  appear¬ 
ances  of  the  same  coin.  In  addition,  doubtless  there  were  other 
pieces  in  collections  or  in  private  transactions  that  did  not  appear 
in  print.  The  listing  was  compiled  from  a  survey  of  more  than 
1,000  auction  catalogues,  mail-bid  sales,  and  fixed  price  lists  by 
staff  numismatist  Andrew  W.  Pollock  111  in  late  1993  and  eatly 
1994: 

(1)  Stack’s,  October  1986,  Barker,  Lot  318,  Uncirculated. 

(2)  Bowers  and  Merena,  August  1991,  ANA,  Lot  378,  EF-45. 

(3)  This  example.  EF-40.  NGC:  319251-005. 
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(4)  Superior,  May  1992,  Adams,  Lot  688,  VF-20. 

(5)  New  Netherlands,  December  1957,  50th  Sale,  Lot  580,  VF. 

(6)  Lepczyk,  September  1982,  Lot  53,  F-12. 

(7)  Superior,  June  1988,  Blevins,  Lot  3021,  VG. 

(8)  Bowers  and  Merena,  January  1992,  Brilliant,  Lot  15,  VG-8. 

(9)  Superior,  May  1992,  Adams,  Lot  689,  VG-8. 

(10)  Superior,  May  1990,  Flanigan,  Lot  12,  VG-7. 

(11)  Kagin’s,  September  1981,  Great  Eastern,  Lot  840,  VG; 
Kagin’s  October  1982,  Great  Eastern,  Lot  400,  VG;  Kagin’s,  Febru¬ 
ary  1987,  Long  Beach,  Lot  3449,  VG. 

Celebrated  1796  Half  Dollar  Rarity 


1923  1796  0-101.  VG-8.  Rarity-5  per  A1  Overton.  Slate  gray  toning  with 
blushes  of  pale  gold.  Some  old  hairlines  are  noted  on  both  sur¬ 
faces  and  a  possible  repair  can  be  seen  at  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  In- 
person  inspection  is  recommended.  The  1796  half  dollar  is  a  cel¬ 
ebrated  rarity.  As  fewer  than  100  survivors  are  thought  to  exist,  it 
is  clear  that  only  a  tiny  proportion  of  U.S.  collectors  can  ever  hope 
to  obtain  a  specimen. 

The  desirability  of  the  1796  half  dollar  needs  little  reiteration 
here.  The  obverse  is  of  the  Draped  Bust  style  first  employed  in  this 
year  (and  continued  through  part  of  1807).  Important  is  that  the 
Small  Eagle  reverse,  also  first  used  in  this  year,  was  only  continued 
in  service  through  the  following  year,  1797,  with  the  combined 
mintage  of  1796  and  1797  half  dollars  being  exceedingly  small. 
Thus,  today,  the  collector  of  United  States  silver  coins  by  design 
types  will  find  the  1796-1797  half  dollar  to  be  the  most  important 
and  most  elusive  issue  to  be  located.  A  runner-up  is  the  1796  quar¬ 
ter  dollar. 


1924  1806  0-107.  Knob  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Rar¬ 
ity-5.  Condition  Census.  Warmly  toned  in  intermingled  lilac-gray 
and  gold.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  centering. 
A  dig  can  be  seen  at  the  right  side  of  the  eagle’s  shield  as  illus¬ 
trated.  0-107  is  a  scarce  variety  having  an  estimated  population  of, 
perhaps,  50  or  so  pieces  in  all  grades.  The  presently  offered  ex¬ 
ample  ranks  among  the  finest  known  judging  from  the  Overton 
Condition  Census  for  the  die  variety:  55-40-40A0-30. 


1925  Early  half  dollar  group:  ☆  1807  Draped  Bust.  EF-45  ☆  1830  EF-40 
(2).  One  has  two  small  digs  (attempted  punctures?)  and  the  other 
is  polished  ☆  1831  EF-45,  polished  ☆  1836  Lettered  Edge.  EFA0  ☆ 
1837  EF-40.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


1926  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  offering,  all  different  dates:  ☆  1811/0 
Overdate.  0-101.  VF-30  ☆  1812  0-104.  EFAO  ☆  1826  0-106  (2). 
EFA5  and  EF-40  ☆  1827  Square  Base  2.  0-106.  EF-45  ☆  1834  Small 
Date  and  Letters.  O-l  16.  AU-50  ☆  1839  EF-45.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


1927  1820/19  0-101.  Overdate.  AU-55.  Rarity-2.  Warm  golden  gray 

toning.  The  obverse,  in  particular,  shows  excellent  centering.  A 
faint  hairline  mark  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  neck.  Close  to  the  Condition  Census  for  the  die  variety 
which  ranges  from  MS-65  down  to  MS-60. 

The  other  day  Karl  Moulton  sent  us  a  copy  of  a  19th-century  John  W.  Haseltine  cata¬ 
logue  in  which  Haseltine  described  a  particular  half  dollar  as  “1820/18,”  and  being  previ¬ 
ously  unknown.  Today  such  an  overdate  is  not  known  among  numismatists.  As  Haseltine 
was  a  qualified  observer  (being  the  lead  author  in  the  1881  Type  Table),  quite  possibly 
such  a  variety  did  indeed  exist  at  one  time.  Here  is  a  treasure  to  look  for!  Members  of  the 
John  Reich  Collectors  Society  take  notice! 


1928  1823  0-104.  AU-58.  Rarity-3.  Attractive  gold  and  lilac-gray  irides¬ 
cence  with  splashes  of  blue  on  the  obverse.  The  devices  are  satiny 
and  the  fields  exhibit  considerable  prooflike  character.  Most  of  the 
eagle’s  plumage  details  are  defined  to  full  advantage!" 


1929  1838  MS-63.  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  varied  shades  of 
rosy  gold  and  gunmetal-gray.  Most  central  design  features  are 
sharp  including  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and  the  eagle’s  feathers. 

Capped  Bust  half  dollars  with  the  denomination  expressed  as  HALF  DOL.  were 
coined  only  in  the  years  1838  and  1839. 


1930  1839-0  MS-60.  Medium  gray  iridescence,  with  blushes  of  pale 
gold,  blue,  and  violet.  Some  faint  hairlines  on  both  surfaces  are 
indicative  of  an  old  cleaning. 

This  represents  the  first  widely  circulating  half  dollar  produced  at  the  recendy-opened 
New  Orleans  Mint.  As  is  true  of  the  famous  1838-0  rarity,  the  1839-0  has  the  mintmark 
on  the  obverse  above  the  date. 


1931  Assortment  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars,  mostly  different  is¬ 
sues:  ☆  1839  Drapery  at  Elbow.  EF45  ☆  1840  Small  Letters.  EF- 
40,  with  reverse  scratches  ☆  1841-0  EF-40  ☆  1848-0  EF-45  ☆ 
1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  VF-35,  with  obverse  porosity  ☆  1856-0 
AU-50  ☆  1857  AU-50  ☆  1858  AU-50  ☆  1858-0  AU-50  ☆  1860  AU- 
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50  ☆  1860-0  AU-50,  with  an  obverse  field  repair  ☆  1867  AU-50  ☆ 
1867-S  AU-50  ☆  1868  VF-20  ☆  1868-S  AU-50  ☆  1872-CC  VF-30  ☆ 
1873  Closed  3.  No  Arrows.  EF-40  (2).  (Total:  18  pieces) 

1932  1840  VF-30.  Golden  gray  iridescence  with  wisps  of  blue  at  the  ob¬ 
verse  border.  A  milling  mark  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  knee. 

This  variety  has  the  reverse  design  featured  on  the  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  of  1838 
and  1839.  Although  the  design  is  similar  to  the  type  adopted  for  production  of  Liberty 
Seated  half  dollars  in  1839,  the  radically  different  berry  arrangement  makes  the  two  re¬ 
verses  readily  distinguishable. 

1933  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  starter  collection:  ☆  1842  Medium 
Date.  VF-35  ☆  1843-0  EF-40  ☆  1847-0  AU-50,  polished  ☆  1856 
VF-25,  scratched  ☆  1856-0  VF-30,  scratched  ☆  1857  EF-40  ☆  1858- 
O  VF-30  ☆  1861-S  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆  1862-S  EF-40,  polished  ☆  1863 
EF-40  ☆  1865-S  VF-35  ☆  1867-S  EF-40  ☆  1871  VF-30  ☆  1875  EF-40 
☆  1875-CC  VF-30,  porous  ☆  1877-S.  The  last  piece  has  an  “X” 
scratched  into  the  obverse  field.  (Total:  16  pieces) 


Desirable  1842-0  Small  Date  50£ 


1934  1842-0  Small  Date.  EF-40.  Pale  champagne  toning  in  the  central 
areas  changes  to  golden  brown  at  the  borders.  Traces  of  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  can  be  seen  in  the  protected  areas.  Magnification  reveals  a  few 
faint  lines  in  the  obverse  field. 

This  is  one  of  the  key  issues  among  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars.  Several  dozen  are 
known,  possibly  even  100  to  200,  but  nearly  all  are  in  very  low  grades.  Good  through 
Fine  being  about  typical,  and  even  a  decent  VF  being  scarce.  At  the  EF-40  grade  level  the 
coin  emerges  as  a  true  rarity.  Probably  no  more  than  a  half  dozen  or  so  can  seriously 
challenge  the  piece  here  offered. 

1935  1851  VF-20.  Mostly  pearl  gray  with  blushes  of  golden  brown  and 
violet.  One  of  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  of  the  era. 

1936  1855/4  Overdate.  AU-55.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  now  toned  in 
pearl  gray.  Much  scarcer  than  the  normal  date  type. 

1937  1857-S  VF-30.  Pearl  gray  toning.  Microscopically  porous  surfaces. 
Close  examination  reveals  a  faint  scratch  and  a  rim  nick  on  the  re¬ 
verse. 

Quite  scarce  as  are  all  San  Francisco  half  dollars  of  this  decade. 

1938  1859  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  golden  brown  at  the 
reverse  border.  Both  surfaces  show  hairlines  from  having  been 
brushed. 

1939  1861  MS-60.  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with  wisps  and 
blushes  of  golden  gray.  Popular  Civil  War  era  issue. 

1940  1869  MS-60.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  and  the  reverse  exhib¬ 
its  mottled  golden  gray  iridescence.  Close  examination  reveals 
some  hairlines  around  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait. 

1941  1 869  MS-60.  Partially  brilliant  with  hints  of  gold  and  gray  on  both 
surfaces. 

1942  1869  MS-60.  Almost  fully  brilliant  with  frosty  devices  and  pro¬ 
nounced  prooflike  character  in  the  fields.  Some  light  hairlines  in  the 
fields  are  about  all  that  keep  this  piece  out  of  the  MS-63  category. 


1943  1869  AU-58.  The  obverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  changing  to 
golden  brown  at  the  border.  The  reverse  is  toned  in  mottled 
shades  of  golden  brown,  navy  blue,  and  sable. 

1944  1869-S  AU-50.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  now  retoned  in  delicate 
pewter  gray. 

1945  1871-CC  Net  F-12  or  finer.  More  expansively  described  as  EF-40, 
brilliant  at  the  centers  with  some  wisps  of  gold  at  the  rims,  and 
with  both  surfaces  microscopically  porous  and  burnished  and  re¬ 
paired.  In-person  examination  is  recommended  to  prospective 
bidders.  The  1871-CC  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  scarce  issue  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  series. 


1946  1874  Long  Obverse  Arrows.  MS-63.  Fully  prooflike  with  frosty  de- 
•  vices  and  nicely  reflective  fields.  Both  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant, 
with  tinges  of  gold  at  the  borders.  A  tiny  spot  is  noted  by  the  tip  of 
the  left  obverse  arrow. 


1947  1876  Wiley-Bugert-106.  Wide  Date  Over  Narrow  Date.  AU-55. 

“Type  I”  reverse  with  a  split  berry  above  H  in  HALF.  Mostly  silver 
gray  surfaces  with  some  dark  streaky  toning  on  the  obverse.  The 
date  shows  radical  doubling  at  the  8  and  6,  and  traces  of  doubling 
at  1.  Evidently,  an  incorrect  date  logotype  was  initially  used  (possi¬ 
bly  intended  for  the  quarter  dollar  denomination)  to  produce  the 
obverse  die.  When  the  blunder  was  discovered,  the  correct  logo¬ 
type  was  then  stamped  in,  thus  accounting  for  the  observed  dou¬ 
bling.  The  variety  is  not  enumerated  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  t.ncy- 
clopedia.  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  were  aware  of  only  one 
specimen  when  they  wrote  their  reference  book  on  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollars  a  few  years  ago. 

1948  1876-S  MS-60.  Type  1  reverse.  Pleasing  coppery  gold  toning  in  the 
central  areas  changes  to  violet  at  the  reverse  periphery.  Most  de¬ 
sign  features  are  about  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired. 
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1949  1878  Proof-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  frosty  devices  con¬ 
trast  nicely  with  the  glittering  mirror  fields.  A  tiny  lamination  flaw 
can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  knee,  and  a  tiny 
nick  is  present  above  F  in  HALF.  Only  800  Proof  half  dollars  were 
coined  in  1878. 

1950  1883  Proof-63.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  glitter¬ 
ing  fields.  The  obverse  exhibits  vivid  orange-gold  iridescence.  The 
reverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  hints  of  gold  at  the  borders.  Only 
9,039  half  dollars  were  coined  in  1883,  a  figure  which  includes  a 
scant  1,039  Proofs. 

As  is  the  case  with  quarter  dollars  of  this  era.  the  Liberty  Seated  halves  from  1879  on¬ 
ward  are  in  great  demand  due  to  their  overall  low  mintages. 


1951  1892  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Pearl  gray  iridescence  in  the  cen¬ 
tral  areas  changes  to  a  delicate  gold  at  the  borders.  Coined  during 
the  first  year  of  the  Barber  design  type. 

In  contradistinction  to  usual  practice,  relatively  few  examples  were  saved  of  the  1892 
Barber  half  dollar,  despite  its  novelty  as  the  first  year  of  issue.  The  reason  is  that  America 
had  its  eyes  on  the  forthcoming  1892  Columbian  commemorative  half  dollar— which  was 
certain  to  become  a  highly-prized  rarity,  or  so  the  conventional  wisdom  ran. 

1952  1892  MS-62.  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant.  A  whisper  of  pale 
gold  can  be  seen  at  the  borders. 

1953  1893-0  AU-55.  Lightly  polished  in  the  past  and  now  retoned  in 
mottled  hues  of  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet.  Some  scratches 
are  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  jaw. 

1954  1893-S  F-15.  Golden  gray  and  lilac  toning  complements  the  central 
areas.  Wisps  and  blushes  of  blue  can  be  seen  near  the  rims. 

1955  1894  AU-58.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving.  An  obverse  rim  bump  at  10:00  is  noted  for  accu¬ 
racy. 

1956  Assortment  of  Barber  and  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars:  ☆  1894-0 
EF-40  ☆  1902  AU-50,  with  an  obverse  repair  ☆  1908-S  F-12  ☆  1910 
AU-55  ☆  1916  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆  1919-S  VF-20  ☆  1938-D  AU-50, 
polished  ☆  1939  MS-64  ☆  1940-S  AU-55.  This  last  piece  shows 
striking  softness  at  the  centers.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

1957  1895-0  AU-55.  Intermingled  blue-gray  and  orange-gold  toning. 

1958  1897-0  EF-40.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  now  beginning  to  retone  in 
mottled  hues  of  gold,  gray,  and  lilac.  One  of  the  scarcest  issues  in 
the  Barber  half  dollar  series. 

1959  1898-S  AU-50.  Mostly  golden  gray  toning  with  some  spotting  and 
staining  at  the  reverse  border.  In-person  examination  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  prospective  bidders. 

1960  1900  Proof-60.  The  obverse  has  delicate  gold  and  violet  toning. 
The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant,  with  gold  at  the  rims.  Only  912 
Proof  half  dollars  were  coined  in  1900. 

1961  1900-S  AU-55.  Pleasing  blue,  gold,  and  gray  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  lustrous  surfaces. 

1962  1901  AU-55.  Intermingled  gold  and  violet  iridescence  enhances 
the  central  areas. 


1963  1903  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous  and  brilliant  in  the  central  areas.  Wisps 
of  vivid  gold  ornament  the  borders. 

1964  1903-0  AU-58.  Warm  orange-gold  and  blue  toning. 

1965  1904-0  AU-50.  Cleaned  in  the  past  and  still  brilliant  in  the  central 
areas. 

1966  1905-0  AU-55.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  blushes  of  char¬ 
coal  gray  and  golden  brown. 

1967  1906-S  AU-50.  Orange-gold  and  lilac  toning  in  the  central  areas 
changes  to  blue  at  the  rims.  The  obverse  shows  some  hairlines 
from  an  old  cleaning. 

1968  1908-D  AU-58.  Brilliant  surfaces. 

1969  1909-0  AU-50.  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  Minted  during  the  final 
year  of  coinage  operations  at  the  NewT  Orleans  Mini* 


1970  1912  Proof-64.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
satiny,  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective.  One  of  the  finest  survi¬ 
vors  from  an  original  Proof  mintage  of  just  700  pieces. 

As  we  mentioned  with  Barber  quarter  dollars  under  Lot  1900,  a  specialized  collection 
of  Proofs— in  the  present  instance  Barber  half  dollars— affords  an  interesting  challenge 
and  pleasant  pursuit.  Proofs  were  made  of  every  date  from  1892  through  1915  inclusive. 
All  are  scarce,  some  are  rare,  and  all  require  some  patience  to  find  in  truly  gorgeous  con¬ 
dition  similar  to  the  piece  offered  here. 

1971  1914  AU-55.  Golden  gray  and  lilac  toning.  Some  fine  pin  scratches 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  prompt  us  to  suggest  in-person  examina¬ 
tion  to  prospective  bidders.  Important  as  the  lowest  mintage  date 
in  the  entire  Barber  half  dollar  series,  and  long  famous  as  such. 
Business  strikes  at  the  AU  level  are  far  rarer  than  Proofs  (and 
Proofs  are  rare).  A  find  for  the  advanced  specialist. 


1972  1914-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  save  for  a  wisps  of  golden  toning  around 
the  top  obverse  border.  Some  friction  on  the  cheek  is  noted  and  is 
perhaps  counterbalanced  by  high-quality  fields.  Grading  such 
pieces  is  difficult,  and  buyers  can  make  their  own  determination. 
In  any  event,  1914-S  is  indeed  elusive  in  Mint  State. 
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1973  1915-D  AU-50.  Golden  gray  iridescence,  with  some  hints  of  lilac. 
Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  Barber  design  type. 

1974  1916-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  example.  Partially  brilliant, 
with  blushes  of  pleasing  gold.  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  having 
obverse  mintmarks  were  produced  only  in  the  years  1916  and 
1917. 

The  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  1916  from  all  three  mints  have  somewhat  matte 
surfaces  that  are  quite  unlike  the  finish  used  in  later  years,  although  a  few  pieces  made  in 
early  1917  are  similar. 

1975  Hoardlet  of  PCGS-certified  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars:  ☆  1917 
MS-62  ☆  1941-D  MS-65  ☆  1942-D  MS-64  ☆  1943  MS-65  ☆  1944-D 
MS-63  ☆  1945  (2).  MS-65  and  MS-64  ☆  1945-D  (3).  MS-65,  MS-65, 
and  MS-63  ☆  1946-D  MS-63  (2)  ☆  1947  MS-65.  (Total:  13  pieces) 


1976  1918-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Mostly  orange-gold 
surfaces  with  blushes  and  splashes  of  lilac. 


1977  1918-S  MS-63.  Pleasing  golden  gray  iridescence  enhances  the  sat¬ 

iny  surfaces.  Outstanding  eye  appeal. 


1978  1929-D  MS-64.  Mostly  pleasing  golden  gray  with  some  blushes  and 
splashes  of  mint  brilliance. 

1979  1929-D  MS-62.  Frosty  and  mostly  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of 
pale  gold. 

1980  1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pewter  gray  and  orange-gold 
iridescence.  One  of  the  scarcest  issues  of  the  1930s  in  Uncircu¬ 
lated  grade. 

1981  1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pearl 
gray.  Tinges  of  gold  ornament  the  borders. 


1982  1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  and  attractively  toned  in  hues  of  gold 
and  gray.  Relatively  scarce  in  MS-65  in  comparison  with  most  is¬ 
sues  of  the  1930s. 

1983  1935-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  attractive.  The  central  areas  are 
brilliant  and  a  faint  nuance  of  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  borders. 

1984  Frosty  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  assortment:  ☆  1935-S  MS-63  ☆ 
1937-S  MS-63  ☆  1939-D  MS-63  ☆  1941-D  MS-63  ☆  1942-S  MS433  ☆ 
1946-D  MS-60.  (Total:  6  pieces) 

1985  Assortment  of  Uncirculated  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars:  ☆  1936 
MS-64  (AN ACS)  ☆  1937  MS-64  (AN ACS)  ☆  1943  MS-63  (AN ACS) 
☆  1944-D  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆  1946-D  (2).  MS-64  (ANACS)  and  MS63 
(PCI).  (Total:  6  pieces) 

1986  Offering  of  NGC-certified  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars:  ☆  1936-S 
MS-64  ☆  1941  MS-65  ☆  1942-S  MS-64  ☆  1944  (3).  MS-65,  MS-64, 
and  MS-63  ☆  1944-D  MS-65  ☆  1945  MS-65  ☆  1947-D  MS-65.  (To¬ 
tal:  9  pieces) 

1987  1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  gold  and  gray  toning  enhances  the 
frosty  surfaces. 


1988  1938-D  MS-65.  Fully  lustrous  and  sharply  struck.  Essentially  bril¬ 
liant  with  just  a  whisper  of  pearl  gray  iridescence.  Difficult  to  find 
this  nicely  preserved. 

The  great  appeal  of  the  1938-D  is  its  low  mintage,  the  smallest  of  the  decade.  Although 
enough  pieces  exist  in  numismatic  hands  that  this  will  not  be  a  stumbling  block  for  the 
serious  collector,  still  the  issue  is  fairly  elusive.  Even  years  ago  in  the  1950s  when  bank- 
wrapped  rolls  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  were  a  fairly  common  stock  in  trade  with 
rare  coin  dealers,  we  can  recall  only  ever  having  a  single  roll  of  this  date  and  mint  (which 
was  sold  to  an  Ohio  client). 

1989  1938-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  fiery  gold. 
One  of  the  scarcest  issues  of  the  era. 

1990  1940  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  having  sharp  satiny  devices  and 
blazing  mirror  fields.  The  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant,  with  some 
blushes  of  pale  gold,  predominantly  on  the  high  points. 

1991  1940-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  The  obverse  is  essen¬ 
tially  brilliant.  The  reverse  has  light  golden  toning. 


1992  1942  Proof-65.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  a  golden 
brown  at  the  rims.  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  were  coined  in 
Proof  format  for  the  final  time  in  this  year. 

1993  1943-S  MS-65.  Frosty  and  attractive.  Somewhat  softly  struck  on  the 
high  points  of  the  obverse  as  made. 

1994  1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous.  Both  surfaces  are  partially 
brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  gold. 

1995  1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  example  having  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  satiny  fields. 

1996  1944-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pearl  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces 

1997  1944-S  MS-65.  Warm  golden  toning  on  frosty  surfaces.  Yen  pleas 
ing  from  the  aesthetic  perspective. 
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1998  Quintette  of  certified  Frankin  half  dollars:  ☆  1949  MS-64  (PCGS) 
☆  1952-D  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆  1957  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆  1959  MS-65 
(NGC)  ☆  1960-D  MS-62  (PCI).  (Total:  5  pieces) 

Silver  dollars 


1795  Flowing  Hair  Dollar 


1999  1795  Bowers  Borckardt-21,  Bolender-1.  EF-40.  Cleaned  long  ago, 
and  now  with  minutely  porous  surfaces.  Warm  gunmetal-gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  golden  brown  highlights.  A  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at  4:00 
on  the  reverse. 


2000  1795  BB-25,  B-6.  Flowing  Hair.  VF-30.  Rarity-3.  Warmly  and  at¬ 
tractively  toned  in  shades  of  gold  and  gray.  Magnification  shows 
some  faint  file  marks  at  the  rims.  The  overall  eye  appeal  is  quite 
high  for  the  grade. 

The  Flowing  Hair  style  was  made  only  in  1794  and  1795.  Today,  1794  pieces  are  rari¬ 
ties  (about  130  are  known),  while  the  1795,  which  exists  in  plural  die  varieties,  is  in  the 
scarce  category,  perhaps  with  several  thousand  known  totally.  A  piece  such  as  the  pres¬ 
ently-offered  example  is  always  a  worthwhile  addition  to  a  type  set. 

Rare  1798  BB-91  $1 


2001  1798  BB-91,  B-32.  Heraldic  Fagle.  VF-20.  Rarity-6+.  Warmly 

toned  in  golden  brown  and  lilac-gray.  A  scattering  of  old  marks  is 
noted  on  both  surfaces,  and  a  tiny  rim  bump  can  be  seen  at  1 1:30. 
Some  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  near  the  reverse 
border  at  1:00.  BB-91  is  one  of  the  rarest  die  combinations  of  the 
year.  Only  1 0  to  20  examples  are  thought  to  exist  in  all  grades. 


2002  1798  BB-106,  B-19.  F-12/VF-20.  Rarity-4.  Attractive  golden  gray 
toning  with  better  than  average  centering.  Tooling  can  be  seen  on 
the  reverse  in  two  areas  near  the  eagle’s  shoulders.  This  was  prob¬ 
ably  done  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  smooth  over  a  pair  of  digs. 
In-person  examination  is  recommended  to  prospective  bidders. 

2003  1799  BB-151,  B-13.  VF-30.  Rarity-5.  Smoky  gray  toning  on  the 
high  points  deepens  to  charcoal  gray  in  the  fields.  A  few  minor  rim 
bumps  can  be  seen.  A  scarce  variety  thought  to  have  a  surviving 
population  of  just  40  to  75  pieces  in  all  grades. 

2004  1799  BB-155,  B-19.  VF-30.  Rarity-4+.  Warmly  and  attractively 
toned  in  varied  shades  of  gold,  lilac,  blue,  and  pink.  Some  faint 
adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  crossing  the  upper  portion  of  the 
shield  on  the  reverse.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 

Double-Struck  1799  $1 

Distinctive  8X5  Stars  Variety 


2005  1799  BB-159,  B-23.  8X5  Stars.  AU-53.  Rarity-2  Rotated  double 
strike,  with  doubled  features  visible  on  the  reverse.  Deeply  toned 
steel  blue  with  rose  and  gold.  A  small  planchet  scrape  is  noted  be¬ 
low  the  lowest  curls.  The  double  striking  is  primarily  visible  on  the 
cloud  directly  below  the  word  OF.  From  the  original  strike,  the 
stem,  four  leaves,  and  three  berries  are  visible.  The  coin  was  ro¬ 
tated  approximately  90%  between  strikings.  This  specimen  is  pedi¬ 
greed  to  the  Andre  DeCoppet  Collection,  sold  by  James  Kelly  in 
1955.  Exceedingly  rare  as  an  error  and  worthy  of  a  substantial  bid, 
but  equally  desirable  due  to  the  unusual  8X5  star  format.  Probably 
among  the  top  dozen  finest  known. 

On  the  typical  silver  dollar  of  this  date  and  type  the  stars  are  arranged  in  a  more  bal¬ 
anced  manner,  seven  to  the  left  of  the  portrait  and  six  to  the  right-on  this  obverse  die 
only— with  no  exceptions— the  stars  are  in  a  different  configuration. 


2006  1799  BB-164,  B-17.  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  in 
the  central  areas  changes  to  golden  brown  at  the  borders.  The  im¬ 
pressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  centering.  Traces  of  lustre 
can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  The  most  dis¬ 
tinctive  feature  of  the  variety  is  on  the  reverse.  The  outermost  ar¬ 
rowhead  terminates  the  center  of  U  in  UNITED,  the  only  1799  re¬ 
verse  to  show  this  feature. 
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2007  1801  BB-214,  B-4.  VF-25.  Pearl  gray  surfaces  with  traces  of  mint 
lustre  still  visible  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

Four  different  reverses  have  been  identified  on  1801  dollars.  The  reverse  of  the  variety 
offered  is  made  distinctive  by  a  tiny  spine  on  the  outer  curve  of  D  in  UNITED. 

2008  1801  BB-214,  B-4.  F-15.  Rarity-2+.  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing  enhances  both  surfaces.  Some  roughness  is  noted  in  the  ob¬ 
verse  field. 

This  reverse  was  used  to  produce  a  total  of  seven  different  19th-century  silver  dollar 
varieties;  the  others  are  dated  1802  (four  varieties)  and  1803  (two  varieties). 

2009  1803  BB-252,  B-5.  Small  3.  VF-20.  Rarity-2.  Mostly  golden  gray  sur¬ 
faces,  with  some  areas  of  streaky  charcoal  gray  toning  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  are  nicely  centered. 

Mint  State  1848  $1 


2010  1848  Liberty  Seated.  MS-60  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  with 
pleasing  surfaces  and  subdued  multi-colored  toning.  With  a  mint¬ 
age  of  15,000  issued  for  circulation  (the  lowest  of  the  decade).  This 
date  has  long  been  a  favorite  with  collectors.  This  pleasing  speci¬ 
men  would  be  a  welcome  addition  to  any  collection. 


Desirable  Proof-Only  1858  $1 


201 1  1858  Proof-63.  A  lovely  specimen  having  satiny  devices  and  glitter¬ 

ing  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pale  champagne  irides¬ 
cence,  with  some  blushes  of  golden  brown  on  the  obverse.  A  small 
planchet  lamination  flaw  is  present  just  to  the  left  of  the  tip  of  the 
eagle’s  beak.  Although  the  mintage  of  the  1858  dollar  is  not 
known  with  certainty,  current  estimates  place  the  production  fig¬ 
ure  at  about  200  to  325  pieces. 


Impressive  Proof  1861  $1 


2012  1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  Golden  gray  toning  in  the  central  areas 

changes  to  blue  and  violet  at  the  borders.  Sharply  struck,  with  vir¬ 
tually  all  design  features  defined  to  full  advantage.  Although  1,000 
Proofs  were  struck,  it  is  said  that  at  least  600  were  subsequently 
returned  to  the  melting  pot,  leaving  a  net  mintage  of  400  pieces. 

Highly  Important  Mint  State  1861  $1 


2013  1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Quite  well  struck  for  this  issue  except  for  the 

eighth  and  ninth  stars  which  are  a  trifle  weak.  This  specimen  pre¬ 
sents  a  pleasing  appearance  with  attractive  delicate  multi-colored 
toning  at  the  peripheries.  This  date  is  rare  in  all  Mint  State  grades. 
Dave  Bowers  has  estimated  that  fewer  than  25  examples  exist  in 
MS-64.  A  wonderful  opportunity  to  acquire  this  beauty. 

In  the  year  1861  any  numismatist  desiring  an  example  of  this  date  would  have  ordered 
a  Proof  from  the  Mint.  Business  strikes  were  not  considered,  and  as  a  result  all  slipped 
into  the  channels  of  commerce— primarily  foreign  exchange.  Nearly  all  achieved  wear 
and  circulation,  and  probably  most  were  melted.  Today  the  1861  is  considered  to  be  a 
scarce  issue  in  any  and  all  grades,  and  even  an  example  in  VC.  or  Fine  would  be  a  prize. 


2014  1861  AU-50.  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  faint  golden 

iridescence.  A  tiny  reverse  edge  ding  is  noted  at  4:00,  and  a  nick 
can  be  seen  beneath  F  in  OF.  A  generous  mintage  of  /  8,500 
pieces. 

As  noted  above,  it  is  believed  that  most  pieces  went  into  the  export  trade  1  iherts 
Seated  silver  dollars  did  not  circulate  after  the  1850s,  but  were  strirllv  bullion  01  "n  ade 
coins  in  an  era  before  trade  dollars  were  specifically  mint-coined  (which  began  in  18731 
In  1861  a  freshly-minted  Liberty  Seated  dollar  was  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than 
in  face  value.  The  only  examples  made  were  produced  in  direct  response  to  bullion  de 
positors  who  specifically  requested  silver  dollars.  None  went  into  general  domestic  cu  m 
lation. 
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2015  1869  Proof-63.  Boldly  struck  with  frosty  devices  and  nicely  reflec¬ 
tive  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  uniform  golden  toning.  Only  600 
Proofs  were  coined  during  the  year. 


Attractive  Proof  1871  Dollar 


2016  1871  Proof-63.  The  obverse  is  brilliant,  and  the  reverse  exhibits 
just  a  hint  of  delicate  golden  gray  iridescence.  A  few  scarcely  no¬ 
ticeable  hairlines  are  all  that  keep  this  specimen  out  of  the  gem 
category.  Only  960  Proof  dollars  were  coined  during  the  year. 


2017  Hoard  of  mostly  different  Morgan  dollars,  with  an  emphasis  on 
Uncirculated  examples:  ☆  1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-62  ☆  1878  7 
Tailfeathers.  AU-55  ☆  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-60  ☆  1878- 
CC  MS-63,  prooflike  ☆  1878-S  (2).  MS-63  and  MS-60  ☆  1879  MS-63 

☆  1879-0  MS-63  ☆  1879-S  MS-63  ☆  1880  MS-61  ☆  1880/79-CC 
2nd  Reverse.  MS-60  ☆  1880-CC  8/over  Low  7.  3rd  Reverse.  MS- 
63,  prooflike  ☆  1880-CC  8/high  7.  MS-63  DMPL  (2)  ☆  1880-S  MS- 
64  (2)  ☆  1881  MS-60  ☆  1881-CC  MS-63  DMPL  ☆  1881-0  MS-63, 
DMPL  ☆  1881-S  (2).  MS-64  and  MS-63,  prooflike  ☆  1882-CC  MS- 
63  ☆  1882-0  (2).  MS-62  and  MS-60  ☆  1882-S  MS-63  (2)  ☆  1883  (2). 
MS-64  and  MS-63  ☆  1883-CC  MS-65  ☆  1883-0  (2).  MS-63  and  MS- 
60  ☆  1884  (2).  MS-63,  prooflike,  and  MS-60  ☆  1884-CC  MS-63  ☆ 
1884-0  MS-63  (2),  with  one  prooflike  example  ☆  1884-S  AU-50, 
highly  polished  ☆  1885  MS-63,  prooflike  ☆  1885-0  MS-63  (2),  with 
one  prooflike  ☆  1885-S  MS-64  ☆  1886  MS-64  ☆  1886-0  AU-50  ☆ 
1886-S  MS-60  ☆  1887  MS-64  ☆  1887-0  MS-62  ☆  1887-S  MS-60  ☆ 
1888  (2).  MS-64,  prooflike,  and  MS-63  ☆  1888-0  MS-64  DMPL  ☆ 
1888-S  MS-63,  prooflike  ☆  1889-0  MS-60  ☆  1889-S  MS-63  ☆  1890 
MS-62,  prooflike  ☆  1890-CC  MS-60  ☆  1890-0  MS-62,  prooflike  ☆ 
1890-S  AU-55  ☆  1891  MS-60  ☆  1891-CC  MS-62,  prooflike  ☆  1891- 
O  MS-62  ☆  1891-S  MS-63  ☆  1892-0  MS-63  ☆  1893  AU-55,  proof¬ 
like  ☆  1894-0  AU-58  ☆  1896  AU-58,  prooflike  ☆  1897  AU-55  ☆ 
1897-0  AU-50,  polished  ft  1897-S  MS-60  ft  1898  MS-63,  prooflike 

☆  1898-0  MS-63  ☆  1898-S  MS-63  ☆  1899-0  (2).  MS-65  and  MS-62 
ft  1900  MS-62  ☆  1900-0  (2).  MS-64  and  MS-62  ☆  1900-S  MS-63  ☆ 
1901-0  (2).  MS-63  and  MS-60  ☆  1901-S  MS-62  ☆  1902  AU-55,  pol¬ 
ished  ☆  1902-0  (2).  MS-63  and  MS-62  ☆  1902-S  MS-63  (2)  ☆  1903 
MS-64  ft  1903-0  MS-65  ☆  1904-0  MS-63,  prooflike  ☆  1921  AU-55 

☆  1921-D  AU-55  ☆  1921-S  MS-60.  (Total:  91  pieces) 

Although  the  preceding  contains  duplicates,  this  can  be  considered  as  “trading  stock," 
for  the  prospective  buyer  who  would  like  to  embark  upon  a  collection  of  Morgan  dollars 
and  would  like  to  use  this  as  a  beginning.  There  are  many  interesting  and  some  quite  elu¬ 
sive  varieties  represented,  all  in  all  a  nice  cross-section  of  this  favorite  series. 


2018  Quality  silver  dollar  selection:  ft  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS- 
63  ☆  1878-S  MS-64  ☆  1879-S  (2).  MS-65  and  MS-64  ☆  1881-CC  MS- 
62  ☆  1881-S  MS-64  (4),  one  is  prooflike  ☆  1885-0  (2).  MS-63  and 
MS-62  ☆  1887  MS-63  ☆  1888  MS-63  (2)  ☆  1890  MS-63  ☆  1891-CC 
MS-63  ☆  1895-0  (2).  EF-40  and  VF-20  ☆  1896  MS-60  ☆  1896-0 
AU-50  ☆  1899  MS-64  ☆  1899-0  AU-50  ☆  1904-0  MS-63  ☆  1921 
Morgan.  MS-62  ☆  1921  Peace.  MS-60  ☆  1926-S  MS-64  ☆  1928-S 
MS-64  ☆  1934  MS-62  ☆  1935  EF-40  ☆  1974-S  40%  silver.  MS-65. 
(Total:  29  pieces) 

2019  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  with  pale  golden 
toning.  Here  is  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  gem  example  of  the 
first  Morgan  dollar  struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 

2020  Carson  City  dozen:  ☆  1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC)  ☆  1881-CC  MS-63 
(PCGS)  (3)  ☆  1883-CC  MS-63  (PCGS)  (3)  ☆  1884-CC  MS-63 
(PCGS)  ☆  1884-CC  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆  1884-CC  MS-64  (NGC)  ☆ 
1885-CC  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆  1890-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  An  interesting 
and  valuable  group.  (Total:  12  pieces) 


202 1  Selection  of  certified  Morgan  dollars  with  emphasis  on  mintmark 
varieties:  ☆  1878-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1880-S  (2).  MS-64  (PCGS)  and 
MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆  1884  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1884-0  (2).  MS-64  (PCI)  and  MS-64  (ANACS)  ☆  1886  MS-64 
(PCGS)  ☆  1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  (5)  ☆  1890-S  MS-63  (PCI)  ☆  1897- 
S  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1901-0  MS-64  (PCGS) 
☆  1902-0  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  (Total:  19 


2022  1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  iridescence  enhances  the 
frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Most  design  features  are 
sharp  except  for  a  few  strands  of  hair  over  Liberty’s  ear.  Only 
1,100  Proof  dollars  were  struck  in  1879. 

2023  1879-CC  Capped  Die  (a.k.a.  CC  Over  CC).  AU-58  (PCGS).  Pale 
golden  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  One  of  the  scarcest 
Morgan  issues  of  the  early  years. 

This  die  was  caused  by  taking  the  “Type  of  1878"  mintmark  style— the  CC  in  small  let¬ 
ters— and  overpunching  it  with  the  larger,  later  style  of  mintmark. 


2024  1880  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  frosty  devices  show 
bold  cameo  contrast  against  the  deep  mirror  fields.  From  an  origi¬ 
nal  Proof  mintage  of  just  1,355  pieces. 

2025  Lustrous  silver  dollar  quintette:  ☆  1880  MS-62  ☆  1881-S  (2).  MS-64 
and  MS-63  ☆  1904-0  MS-65  ☆  1923  MS-60.  (Total:  5  pieces) 
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2031  1883-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  fully  lustrous  and  well-struck  example 

which  leaves  no  doubt  to  its  Mint  State  status.  A  perfectly  accept¬ 
able  specimen  for  any  high-quality  set. 


2033  Certified  septet,  most  are  brilliant  and  lustrous:  ☆  1884  MS-65  ☆ 
•  1887-0  MS-64  ☆  1888  MS-65  ☆  1889  MS-65  ☆  1889-S  MS-63  ☆ 
1900  MS-65  ☆  1903  MS-65.  All  the  above  are  in  PCGS  holders  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  1887-0  which  is  in  an  NGC  holder.  An  interesting 
group.  (Total:  7  pieces) 


2034  1885  Proof-62.  Vivid  golden  toning  complements  both  surfaces. 

Some  scarcely  noticeable  hairlines  are  probably  all  that  prevented 
PCGS  from  assigning  a  considerably  higher  grade. 


2028  Assortment  of  Morgan  dollars  struck  at  western  mints:  ☆  1882-CC 
MS-63  ☆  1883-CC  (2).  MS-63  and  MS-62  ☆  1885-CC  MS-63  ☆  1885- 
S  MS-63  ☆  1897-S  MS-63.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1883  Morgan  Dollar 


2036  1886  Proof-61.  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  devices  are  sharp 

and  satiny  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective.  Some  faint  hairlines 
in  the  fields  are  all  that  keep  this  piece  out  of  the  Proof-63  cat¬ 
egory.  From  a  Proof  mintage  of  just  886  pieces. 


Gem  Proof  1881  $1 


amples  were  melted  into  bullion  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Pittman  Act  of  1918. 


2026  1881  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  in  the  central  areas  with  a 
pleasing  nuance  of  gold  at  the  rims  and  on  the  high  points.  A  mere 
984  Proof  Morgan  dollars  were  coined  in  1881. 

Proof  Morgan  dollars  are  a  bit  scarcer  than  their  mintages  indicate,  particularly  in 
comparison  to  surviving  examples  of  lower  silver  denominations.  It  was  the  practice  in 
1881  to  issue  silver  Proof  coins  in  sets.  That  is,  anyone  desiring  a  Liberty  Seated  dime 
had  to  buy  a  quarter  dollar,  half  dollar,  and  silver  dollar  as  well  (the  trade  dollars  seem  to 
have  been  a  separate  situation).  The  high  face  value  of  the  Morgan  dollar  made  it  a 
tempting  target  to  spend  if  such  coins  were  not  a  specialty,  and  many  simply  became  lost 
over  the  years. 


2032  1884  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Pleasing  uniform  champagne  iridescence 
enhances  both  surfaces.  The  sharp  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely 
with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  Just  875  Proof  Morgan  dollars  were 
struck  in  1884. 


2027 


1882  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example.  The  devices  are 
sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors.  Pale  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence  in  the  central  areas  deepens  to  a  rich  golden 
shade  at  the  borders.  Worth  a  generous  bid. 


Desirable  Proof  1886  $1 


2035 


1886  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  showing  bold  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Both  surfaces  are  mostly  golden  w  ith  a  hint  of  mint  brilliance 
at  the  center  of  the  obverse. 


2029 


2030 


1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  The  devices  are  satiny  and 
the  fields  are  deeply  reflective.  Both  surfaces  are  essentially  bril¬ 
liant  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  Close  examination  reveals  two 
minor  planchet  flaws  on  the  reverse,  something  mentioned  more 
for  purposes  of  identification  than  for  any  other  reason. 

1883-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning  with  just  a  whisper  of 
lilac.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  A  scarce  issue 
in  AU  and  higher  grades  despite  a  generous  mintage  of  more  than 
6.2  million  pieces.  Perhaps  the  vast  majority  of  high-grade  ex- 


2037  1886-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  One  of  the  scarcest  New  Orleans  Mint  issues  of  the  1880s  in 
Uncirculated  grade. 

2038  1886-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  attractive.  Damage  appears 
in  the  left  reverse  field  between  the  eagle’s  wing  and  wreath. 

2039  1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with  fully  lustrous  surfaces 
complemented  by  pale  golden  toning.  Definite  claims  to  a  highet 
grade. 
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Delightful  Proof  1887  $1 


2040  1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  having  frosty  cameo  devices 
and  blazing  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  display  delightful  gold  iri¬ 
descence.  Some  blushes  of  mint  brilliance  can  be  seen  on  the  ob¬ 
verse.  Only  710  Proofs  were  coined,  the  lowest  production  figure 
of  the  decade  (exclusive  of  various  branch  mint  Proofs). 

2041  1888  Proof-62  (PCGS).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  just  a 
hint  of  gold  at  the  rims.  From  a  tiny  original  mintage  of  just  832 
pieces. 


2042  1889  Proof-63  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the 
blazing  mirror  fields.  The  1889  has  the  second  lowest  Proof  mint¬ 
age  of  the  decade  after  the  1887,  just  81 1  pieces. 

Frosty  Mint  State  1889-CC  $1 

Important  Key  Issue 


2043  1889-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  toning  on  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  An  important  key  issue  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series  and  a 
celebrated  rarity  in  MS-62  and  higher  grades.  The  1889-CC  ranks 
as  the  single  most  desirable  Morgan  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  Car- 
son  City  Mint,  and  commands  strong  bids  in  all  grades.  In  Uncir¬ 
culated  condition  it  is  about  on  par  with  the  1884-S  in  terms  of 
desirability. 

The  1889-CC  dollar  became  the  centerpoint  of  an  interesting  scam  a  few  months  ago. 
The  details  are  now  just  being  unraveled,  but  in  brief,  an  older  gentleman  claimed  to 
have  a  full  bag  of  1,000  pieces,  and  invited  coin  dealers  to  bid  on  them.  He  was  very  inter¬ 
ested  in  coins  as  an  investment  and  as  a  security  for  the  future,  he  said,  and  one  reason 
for  selling  his  precious  bag  of  1889-CC  dollars  was  to  diversify  into  more  liquid  items 
such  as  current  bullion-type  gold.  As  a  beginning,  while  the  supposed  transaction  for  the 
1889-CC  bag  was  in  progress,  the  dealer  wouldn’t  mind,  hopefully,  if  the  bag  owner 
bought  several  thousand  dollars  worth  of  Canadian  Maple  Leaf  or  bullion  coins,  would 
he?  This  was  done,  a  check  was  paid,  and  the  check  later  bounced. 


2044  1890  Proof-61  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny  and  the 
fields  are  nicely  reflective.  Both  surfaces  display  pleasing  golden 
iridescence.  Blushes  of  blue  and  violet  can  be  seen  at  the  obverse 
border. 

2045  1890-CC  MS-63.  A  nicely  struck  example  with  a  minimum  number  i 
of  bagmarks  for  the  grade. 

2046  Uncirculated  Morgan  and  Peace  group:  ☆  1890-0  MS-61  ☆  1891- 
O  MS-60  ☆  1892-0  MS-62  ☆  1922  MS-62.  All  display  iridescent 
toning.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2047  Hoardlet  of  PCGS-certified  1890-S  dollars:  ☆  MS-64  (5)  ☆  MS-62 
DMPL  (4).  (Total:  9  pieces) 

2048  1890-S  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

2049  1891  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  toning  complements  the 
satiny  devices  and  mirror  fields.  From  a  tiny  Proof  mintage  of  just 
650  pieces. 

2050  1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Uniform  gray  toning  on  the  devices  and 
fields. 

2051  1892  Proof-55.  Warm  intermingled  blue,  gold,  and  violet  toning 
complements  both  surfaces.  A  thin  drift  mark  is  noted  by  Miss 
Liberty’s  chin.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  defined  to  full  ad¬ 
vantage  on  this  example. 


2052  1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  much  original 
lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  Although  readily  available  in  the 
VG  to  VF  grade  range,  EF  examples  are  scarce,  and  AU  specimens 
are  quite  rare.  Evidently  few  collectors  saved  examples  at  the  time 
of  issue. 

2053  1893  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective.  A  mark  on  Miss  Liberty’s  chin  is 
probably  all  that  prevented  PCGS  from  assigning  the  Proof-63  or 
Proof-64  classification. 

2054  1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  lilac  and  violet  toning  is  noted  in 
the  peripheries.  This  is  the  third  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  silver 
dollar  or  any  coin  in  Mint  State  and  important  as  such. 


2055  1893-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Very  scarce  in  Uncirculated 
condition,  as  indeed  are  all  issues  of  silver  dollars  with  dates  from 
1893  through  1895. 
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2056  1893-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  surfaces  with  almost  all  of  the 
original  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  The  1893-0  ranks  among  the 
scarcest  Morgan  issues  struck  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint. 

2057  1893-S  F-15  (PCGS).  Attractive  for  the  grade,  with  just  a  hint  of 
pale  golden  gray  iridescence.  An  important  key  issue,  widely  re¬ 
garded  as  the  single  most  desirable  business  strike  variety  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series.  Only  the  1895  is  held  in  higher  esteem  by 
collectors. 


Gem  Proof  1894  $1 


2058  1894  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  lilac-gray, 
golden  brown,  and  electric  blue.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  boldly 
with  the  mirror  fields.  The  1894  is  particularly  popular  with  collec¬ 
tors  because  of  its  low  mintage,  just  110,972  pieces.  Worth  a  gen¬ 
erous  bid  from  the  connoisseur. 


2059  1894-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  gray  iridescence  on  satiny 
surfaces.  Although  available  with  some  frequency  in  AU  and  lower 
grades  Uncirculated  examples  are  scarce,  and  MS-62  specimens  al¬ 
ways  command  strong  bids  when  offered.  A  prize  for  the  alert  spe¬ 
cialist. 

2060  1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  gray  iridescence.  The  de¬ 
vices  are  frpsty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Scarce  and  eagerly  sought 
at  the  MS-63  level. 

2061  1895-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  some  blushes  of 
pale  gold.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  show  pronounced 
prooflike  character.  Scarce  in  all  grades,  but  particularly  desirable 
above  the  EF  level. 

2062  1895-0  AU-50.  Quite  well  struck  for  this  issue  with  considerable 
mint  lustre  remaining.  A  premium  quality  example  of  this  rare 
date  that  is  worthy  of  a  substantial  bid. 

2063  1895-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Mottled  pearl  gray  iridescence.  Most  design 
features  are  about  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  Difficult  to  find  in 
Uncirculated  grade. 


2064  1896  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  complements 
both  surfaces.  Splashes  of  navy  blue  can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  pe¬ 
riphery. 


2065  1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  iridescence  enhances  the 
frosty  surfaces.  Elusive  in  MS-62  and  higher  grades  despite  a  mint¬ 
age  of  4,900,000  pieces.  As  is  the  case  with  many  scarce  Morgan 
varieties,  it  is  probable  that  a  large  number  of  Uncirculated  speci¬ 
mens  remained  unissued  only  to  be  melted  into  bullion  after  the 
turn  of  the  century. 


2066  1896-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  toning.  The  motifs  are 
frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny 
and  prooflike.  Scarce  in  all  grades  and  especially  desirable  at  the 
MS-63  level. 

2067  1897  Proof-60  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  toning  in  the  central  ar¬ 
eas  deepens  to  a  rich  golden  shade  at  the  extreme  rims. 


2068  1898  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Vivid  golden  toning.  The  devices  are 

heavily  frosted  cameos  and  the  fields  are  deep  mirrors.  1-tom  a 
scant  Proof  mintage  of  just  735  pieces.  A  prize  lot  the  numismatist 
who  desires  examples  exhibiting  bold  cameo  contrast. 
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2069  1898-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  gold  iridescence  on  the  high  points  of  the  designs. 


2070  1899  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  The  Liberty  Head  mo¬ 
tif  is  satiny  and  the  eagle  is  frosty.  The  fields  on  both  sides  are 
deeply  reflective.  Only  846  Proofs  were  coined  during  the  year. 

2071  1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  light  gold. 

Gem  Proof  1900  Dollar 


2072  1900  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  virtually  all  design  fea¬ 
tures  defined  to  full  advantage.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  beauti¬ 
fully  with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  lovely 
golden  iridescence. 


Highly-Prized  1901  Proof  Dollar 


2073  1901  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 
champagne  iridescence.  A  splash  of  golden  brown  and  blue  can  be 
seen  above  D  in  DOLLAR.  The  devices  have  been  characterized  by 
Breen  as  “semi-brilliant”  rather  than  frosty  as  is  typical  of  Proofs  of 
earlier  years. 

The  1901  Proof  dollar  gives  a  generous  amount  of  “value  added” 
for  the  buyer.  While  it  is  scarce  enough  as  a  Proof,  the  date  1901  is 
virtually  unobtainable  in  related  business  strike  format,  such  as 
MS-63.  In  fact,  if  an  MS-63  piece  could  be  found  it  would  sell  far, 
far  more  than  the  price  of  a  Proof.  Thus,  this  piece  is  an  easy  win¬ 
ner  for  the  buyer  desiring  a  splendid  example  of  this  date. 


2074  1901-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Uniform  gold  iridescence.  Some  striking 
softness  is  noted  on  the  high  points  of  the  designs,  especially 
above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

2075  1902  Proof-50.  Vivid  orange-gold  toning  enhances  both  surfaces. 
Tinges  of  violet  can  be  seen  at  the  rims.  Only  777  Proof  dollars 
were  coined  in  1902. 


2078  1904-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  uniform  golden  gray  iridescence. 
The  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  proof¬ 
like.  Scarce  in  all  grades  higher  than  VF,  and  especially  desirable  at 
the  MS-63  level.  A  prize  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  One  of  the 
key  issues  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series. 


2079  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  example,  virtually 
as  nice  as  the  day  of  issue.  Pale  golden  gray  toning  complements 
the  frosty  surfaces.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  obverse.  Coined  in  December  1921. 

2080  Four  certified  Peace  dollars:  ☆  1921  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆  1923-D  MS- 
64  (PCGS)  ☆  1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆  1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  The 
1 928-S  exhibits  speckled  toning  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse. 
(Total:  4  pieces) 


2077  1904  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  in  fife  central  areas 
changing  to  vivid  gold  at  the  extreme  rims. 


2076  1903  Proof-63  (PCGS).  The  satiny  devices  nicely  complement  the 
blazing  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  vivid  gold  toning.  Most 
design  features  are  sharp  save  for  a  few  strands  of  hair  above  Miss 
Liberty’s  ear. 

It  is  not  widely  known  that  in  1903  whoever  prepared  Proof  dies  lightly  polished  the 
head  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  various  denominations,  thus  resulting  in  pieces  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  date  not  having  frosty  or  cameo  surfaces  like  earlier  issues.  This  is  true  of  all 
Proofs  of  this  year,  no  exceptions. 


114 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


2081  192‘2-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fully  lustrous  example  that  is  well  struck 
and  very  attractive  with  delicate  golden  toning  in  the  peripheries 
accent  the  overall  appealing  nature  of  this  specimen. 

2082  Quartette  of  1922-S  Peace  dollars.  Two  are  NGC,  while  the  other 
two  are  PCGS.  All  are  delicately  toned  and  better  struck  than  usu¬ 
ally  seen.  An  interesting  group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2083  Offering  of  PCGS-certified  Peace  dollars  including  some  gem- 
quality  issues:  ☆  1923  MS-64  ☆  1923  MS-63  (3)  ☆  1924  (2).  MS-65 
and  MS-64  ☆  1925  MS-64.  (Total:  7  pieces) 

2084  1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  number  of  contact  marks  are  noted  along 
Miss  Liberty’s  jawline. 

2085  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  this  grade. 

2086  1925-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  nicely  struck,  fully  lustrous  example  with  a 
very  pleasing  overall  appearance.  A  premium  specimen  worthy  of 
a  strong  bid. 

2087  Peace  dollar  quartette:  ☆  1926  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆  1927-D  MS-61 
(PCGS)  ☆  1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1935  MS-64  (NGC).  An  inter¬ 
esting  and  valuable  group.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2088  1927-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  that  is  sharply  struck  at 

the  centers.  This  is  the  rarest  Denver  Mint  Peace  dollar  in  Mint 
State.  , 

A  few  years  ago  (in  1992)  a  marvelous  group  of  2,500  pieces  crossed  the  block  at 
Sotheby's  following  excellent  cataloguing  and  presentation  by  consultant  David  E.  Tripp. 
For  several  years  remainders  of  this  group  lingered  in  dealer  circles,  but  now  in  1996 
nearly  all  have  been  distributed  to  individual  buyers.  The  1927-D  is  an  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  date  at  the  MS-64  level,  in  our  opinion,  and  as  we  have  said  in  print  before,  we  con¬ 
sider  such  an  example  to  be  a  great  “find"  in  the  long  term. 

2089  1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  well  struck  and  fully  lustrous.  A  candi¬ 
date  for  a  top-quality  Peace  dollar  set  or  type  set. 

2090  1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Boldly  struck  example  with  satin  surfaces.  Just 
a  touch  of  pale  golden  toning.  Very  attractive. 

2091  1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  1934-D  is  the  second  scarcest  Denver 
silver  dollar  in  Mint  State. 

TRADE  DOLLARS 


2092  1875-S/CC  AU-58  (ANACS).  Quite  well  struck  which  is  normal  for 
this  issue.  Toned  in  light  gray  with  pale  golden  overtones.  This  is 
the  only  overmintmark  in  the  entire  series  and  important  as  such. 
Here  is  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  fascinating  variety  that  will  add 
another  dimension  to  your  collection. 

2093  1875-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  well-struck,  lustrous  example.  A  nice  coin 
for  your  type  set. 

2094  1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  well-struck  example  with  pale 
gray  toning  and  gold  highlights.  One  of  the  most  readily  available 
of  all  and  an  ideal  candidate  lor  your  type  set. 


2095  1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62.  A  sharply  struck  example. 

Gem  Proof  1878  Trade  $1 

Desirable  Proof-Only  Issue 


2096  1878  Proof-64.  A  delightful  gem  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and 
glittering  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  a  delicate  nuance  of 
champagne  iridescence  and  have  boldly  pronounced  wire  rims. 
Only  900  trade  dollars  were  coined  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  all  in  Proof  format. 

In  the  same  year  business  strikes  were  produced  at  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco, 
these  representing  the  last  of  their  kind. 

2097  1878-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Obverse  has  gold  and  gray  toning  while  the 
reverse  is  brilliant. 

2098  1878-S  MS-62.  A  well-struck  example  that  exhibits  somewhat 
prooflike  surfaces. 

2099  1878-S  Type  II/II.  MS-60,  cleaned.  Sharply  struck  with  somewhat 
prooflike  surfaces.  Another  nice  coin  for  your  type  set. 

2100  1878-S  Doubled  Die  reverse.  EF-45.  Golden  gray  iridescence.  The 
reverse  doubling  is  most  prominent  at  420  GRAINS.  The  1878-S  is 
notable  as  the  last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint. 

Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  $1 

2101  1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  Mostly  orange-gold  surfaces  with  blushes 
and  splashes  of  blue  and  violet.  From  a  mintage  of  just  1,987 
pieces.  All  trade  dollars  coined  in  1880  and  subsequent  years  were 
produced  expressly  for  coin  collectors;  none  were  manufactured 
for  export  to  the  Orient  as  was  the  original  intent  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 
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Splendid  Proof  1882  Trade  $1 


2102  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  example  toned  in  vivid 
intermingled  shades  of  blue  and  violet.  The  frosty  devices  contrast 
nicely  with  the  mirror  fields,  and  most  design  features  show  bold 
definition.  One  of  the  finest  survivors  from  an  original  mintage  of 
just  1,097  pieces. 


Half  Eagles 


2109  1834  Breen-6501.  Classic  Head,  1st  Head,  Plain  4.  AU-50.  Fully  bril¬ 

liant  with  much  satiny  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  A  lovely  speci¬ 
men  coined  during  the  first  year  of  the  Classic  Head  design  type. 


2110  1845  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  condition  rarity  at  the  AU-58 
level  despite  a  comparatively  large  mintage  of  417,099  pieces.  The 
great  majority  of  examples  seen  are  in  the  VF  to  EF  range.  We  ex¬ 
pect  many  generous  bids. 


OUARTFR  EAGLES 

2103  1854-0  EF-40.  Pleasing  olive-gold  iridescence.  Wisps  of  frosty  lus¬ 
tre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 


2104  1885  AU-50.  Partially  brilliant  with  some  hints  of  natural  irides¬ 
cence.  An  elusive  date  having  a  mintage  of  just  887  pieces,  one  of 
the  lowest  production  figures  in  the  quarter  eagle  series. 


2105  1907  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Coined  during  the  last  year  of  the 
Liberty  Head  design  type. 

2106  1926  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  “Flashy”  for  the  grade. 

Three-Dollar  Got  d  Pieces 


2107  1854  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  nice  eye  appeal.  The  1854 
three-dollar  issue  really  constitutes  a  one-year  design  type  al¬ 
though  it  is  not  typically  collected  as  such.  In  1854  the  word  dol¬ 
lars  was  expressed  in  small  letters  (smaller  than  the  date  numer¬ 
als).  For  1855  and  subsequent  years  the  word  DOLLARS  was 
greatly  enlarged  as  side-by-side  comparison  shows. 

2108  1874  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields. 
Some  faint  scratches  are  noted  on  the  reverse. 


2111  1881  EF-45.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the  grade. 


2112  1888  MS-61  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces. 
Some  minor  peripheral  spotting  is  noted  on  the  inverse  and  is 
mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake. 

2113  1891-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant  and  satiny.  Most  of  the  eagle’s  plumage 
features  are  sharp  and  the  obverse  stars  all  show  their  radials. 

2114  1892-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  prominent  lami¬ 
nation  flaw  is  noted  above  the  olive  branch  as  made.  This  item  is 
certain  to  appeal  to  the  mint  error  collector  as  well  as  the  half 
eagle  specialist. 

2115  1892-CC  AU-55.  Satiny  and  brilliant.  Nice  eye  appeal  for  the 
grade. 

2116  1893-CC  AU-50.  Delicate  olive-gold  iridescence  with  most  of  the 
original  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  Produced  during  the  final  year 
of  coinage  operations  at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 


2117  1899  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  nice  eye  appeal. 

2118  Pair  of  Indian  Head  half  eagles:  ☆  1909  MS-60  ☆  1910-D  AU-55. 
Both  exhibit  brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

Eagles 


2119  1847  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  hints  of  saffron 
iridescence  on  the  reverse.  Much  satiny  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in 
the  protected  areas. 

2120  1885-S  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant,  with  wisps  of  olive-gold  at  the  rims. 
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2121  1893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  surfaces.  A  scarce  issue  having 
a  mintage  of  just  14,000  pieces.  Minted  during  the  final  year  of 
coinage  production  at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 

2122  1893-CC  EF^45  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  toning.  Most  design  features 
are  sharp  for  the  grade.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the 
protected  areas. 

2123  1900-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  most  of  the 
original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields. 


2124  1908  No  Motto.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Magnifica¬ 
tion  reveals  a  few  trivial  rim  bruises.  A  nice  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  two-year  design  type. 

2125  1914-S  EF-40.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Remarkably  lustrous  for  the 
grade. 


DOUBLE  EAGLES 


2126  1879-S  AU-50.  The  fields  are  mostly  brilliant.  Wisps  of  natural  iri¬ 
descence  ornament  the  high  points. 

2127  1907  Liberty  Head.  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  Attractive  for  the 
grade.  Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design  type. 


2128  1907-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  example  having  frosty  devices 
and  satiny  fields.  Only  a  small  proportion  of  1907-D  $20s  seen  are 
this  nicely  preserved.  Liberty  Head  double  eagle  eagles  were 
coined  at  the  Denver  Mint  only  in  the  years  1906  and  1907. 

This  piece  stands  a  good  chance  of  having  been  struck  from  metal  taken  from  the 
Cripple  Creek  Gold  District  located  about  75  miles  to  the  south  and  slighdy  west  of  Den¬ 
ver,  described  at  the  turn-of-the-century  as  “the  richest  gold  camp  on  earth.”  An  interest¬ 
ing  account  of  Cripple  Creek  is  found  in  Dave  Bowers’  book,  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins, 
a  copy  of  which  will  be  furnished,  if  requested,  to  the  successful  bidder  of  this  coin— pro¬ 
viding  that  he  or  she  does  not  already  have  a  copy. 

2129  1 9 1 1-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  almost  all  of  the  original  mint 
lustre  still  surviving. 

2130  1913-D  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  Nice  and  “flashy'  for  the 
grade. 

2131  1924  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A  dandy  example  suitable  for 
inclusion  in  either  a  high-quality  type  set  or  specialized  double 
eagle  collection. 

2132  1927  MS-61.  Frosty  surfaces  with  just  a  whisper  of  olive-gold  irides¬ 
cence. 


COMMEMORATIVE 

Silver  Coins 


2133  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  golden  brown  and 
gray  iridescence  in  the  central  areas  changing  to  blue  at  the  bor¬ 
ders.  A  popular  variety  with  collectors  because  of  its  status  as  the 
only  quarter  dollar  commemorative  issued  during  the  early  years. 

2134  Starter  collection  of  U.S.  commemoratives:  ☆  1893  Isabella  quar¬ 
ter.  AU-55,  whizzed  ☆  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  EF-40,  polished  ☆ 
1936  Albany.  AU-55  ☆  1936  Arkansas.  AU-55  ☆  1936-S  Bay 
Bridge.  MS-62  ☆  1935  Boone.  Small  1934.  AU-50,  polished  ☆  1936 
Bridgeport.  MS-60,  cleaned  ☆  1925-S  California.  AU-50  ☆  1952 
Carver-Washington.  MS-60  ☆  1936-S  Cincinnati.  AU-55  ☆  1936 
Cleveland.  AU-50  ☆  1936  Columbia.  MS-60,  lightly  polished  ☆ 
1892  Columbian.  EF-40  ☆  1893  Columbian.  AU-50,  polished  ☆ 

1935  Connecticut.  EF-40,  polished  ☆  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-60, 
lightly  polished  ☆  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  EF-45  ☆  1924  Huguenot. 
AU-50,  polished  ☆  1925  Lexington.  AU-55,  lightly  polished  ☆ 

1936  Long  Island.  AU-55  ☆  1920  Maine.  AU-50,  polished  ☆  1934 
Maryland.  MS-60  ☆1921  Missouri.  Plain.  AU-50  ☆  1923-S  Mon¬ 
roe.  MS-62  ☆  1926-S  Oregon.  MS-60,  lightly  polished  ☆  1915-S 
Panama-Pacific.  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆  1920  Pilgrim.  MS-62  ☆  1936-D 
Rhode  Island.  AU-55  ☆  1936  Robinson.  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆  1935-S 
San  Diego.  AU-55  ☆  1926  Sesquicentennial.  AU-55,  polished  ☆ 
1925  Stone  Mountain.  EF-40,  whizzed  ☆  1936-S  Texas.  MS-62  ☆ 
1925  Vancouver.  EF-40  ☆  1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  EF-45  ☆ 
1936  Wisconsin.  AU-50.  (Total:  36  pieces) 

Each  commemorative  type  has  its  own  story.  In  few  other  places  in  American  numis¬ 
matics  can  one  obtain  so  much  historical  information  in  such  a  compact  group. 

Gem  Lafayette  Dollar 


2135  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  frosty  example 
having  warm  pearl  gray  toning  at  the  centers  changing  to  gold  at 
the  rims.  A  nick  on  Washington’s  cheek  is  probably  about  all  that 
prevented  PCGS  from  assigning  the  MS-65  designation.  Funds  ac¬ 
cruing  from  the  sale  of  these  pieces  were  used  to  help  finance  the 
erection  of  an  equestrian  statue  of  Lafayette  in  Paris.  The  entire 
mintage  was  coined  on  December  14,  1899,  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  death  of  George  Washington. 

2136  Pair  of  1900  Lafayette  dollars  grading  AU-50  each  One  has  been 
polished.  (Total:  2  pieces) 
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2137 


2144 


1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65.  Intermingled  golden  gray  and  navy 
blue  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Issued  to  commemorate  the 
centennial  of  Alabama’s  admission  to  the  Union.  Laura  Gardin 
Fraser  prepared  the  designs.  The  2X2  feature  in  the  obverse  field 
signifies  Alabama’s  status  as  the  22nd  state. 


1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  on 
frosty  surfaces.  A  lovely  gem  example  issued  to  commemorate  the 
150th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 
Funds  accruing  from  the  sale  of  these  half  dollars  were  used  to 
help  finance  the  city’s  sesquicentennial  celebrations. 


2138  1937  Antietam.  MS-67  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  virtually  as  nice  as 
the  day  of  issue.  Toned  in  delightful  pearl  gray  and  gold  hues.  Is¬ 
sued  in  recognition  of  one  of  the  most  pivotal  Civil  War  battles. 

2139  Certified  commemorative  group:  ☆  1937-S  Arkansas.  MS-63 
(PCGS)  ☆  1938  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1935  Boone.  No  1934. 
MS-65  (PCGS)  ☆  1893  Columbian.  MS-64  (NGC)  ☆  1936  Elgin. 
MS-65  (NGC)  ☆  1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  (Total:  6  pieces) 

2140  1938  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  and 
blushes  of  golden  brown  at  the  borders.  Only  3,156  examples  of 
the  variety  were  issued. 

Gem  MS-67  1937  Boone  50# 


2141  1937  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  spectacular  gem  example.  Mostly 
vivid  gold  surfaces,  with  lilac  highlights  and  tinges  of  electric  blue 
at  the  borders.  Probably  no  more  than  2%  of  the  Uncirculated 
pieces  seen  could  match  the  quality  of  the  presently  offered  speci¬ 
men.  A  prize  for  the  numismatist  who  desires  the  finest  quality 
available. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  none  finer. 

2142  1951-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces.  Warmly 
toned  in  pewter  gray  and  golden  brown.  Seldom  seen  this  nicely 
preserved;  probably  no  more  than  2%  of  the  examples  in  the  en¬ 
tire  1951-S  Carver-Washington  half  dollar  population  could  equal 
this  specimen. 

2143  Uncirculated  commemorative  selection:  ☆  1952  Carver-Washing¬ 
ton.  MS-60  ☆  1938  Oregon  PDS  Set.  Average  MS-63  ☆  1936  Nor¬ 
folk.  MS-64  ☆  1936  York.  MS-64.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


2145  1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant  in  the  central  areas  changing  to 
golden  brown  at  the  borders.  Tinges  of  electric  blue  ornament  the 
extreme  rims.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  exhibit  pro¬ 
nounced  prooflike  character.  The  1892  Columbian  is  notable  as 
the  first  commemorative  half  dollar  issued  by  the  U.S.  Mint. 

2146  1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Fully  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant, 
with  blushes  of  pale  gold.  The  variety  features  a  depiction  of 
Connecticut’s  famous  Charter  Oak. 

2147  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant. 
Wisps  of  pleasing  gold  accent  the  borders.  Issued  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  famous  Civil  War  Rattle. 

Gem  MS-64  Grant  50# 

Desirable  “With  Star”  Variety 


2148  1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  golden  iridescence  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  Only  4,256  examples  of  the  variety  were 
coined  and  just  a  tiny  proportion  of  Mint  State  survivors  grade  MS- 
64  or  finer.  Issued  to  commemorate  the  100th  anniversary  of  U.S. 
Grant’s  birth.  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  prepared  the  designs. 

2149  Pair  of  1922  Grant  Memorial  half  dollars:  ☆  With  Star.  AU-55  ☆ 
No  Star.  AU-58.  Each  is  lustrous  with  delicate  toning.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


2150  1918  Illinois.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac-gray  iri¬ 
descence.  The  1918  Illinois  is  notable  as  the  first  state  centennial 
commemorative  struck  at  the  U.S.  Mint.  Only  a  tiny  proportion  of 
examples  seen  are  this  nicely  preserved. 

The  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin  Hoards  and  Treasures,  will  contain  an  interesting 
anecdote,  related  by  Dean  Oakes,  about  an  Iowa  banker  who  received  a  bag  of  1918  Illi¬ 
nois  half  dollars  by  mistake  (or  was  it  by  intention?)  from  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  in 
Chicago. 
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2151  1946  Iowa.  MS-68  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  warmly  toned  in  var¬ 
ied  rainbow  shades  with  hues  of  blue,  violet,  pink,  and  gold  pre¬ 
dominating.  Not  a  particularly  rare  variety  overall,  but  certainly 
very  rare  at  the  MS-68  level!  A  collector  would  probably  have  to 
search  through  several  hundred  or  more  Uncirculated  examples 
to  find  another  of  such  outstanding  quality.  We  expect  many  gen¬ 
erous  bids. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  none  finer. 

2152  1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Delicate  champagne  and  lilac  irides¬ 
cence  enhances  the  satiny  surfaces.  Issued  to  commemorate  the 
bicentennial  of  Norfolk’s  establishment  as  a  royal  borough.  The 
city’s  ceremonial  mace  is  depicted  on  the  reverse. 

2153  1939  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  pearl  gray  and  golden 
brown  iridescence  with  hints  of  pink  at  the  centers.  Only  3,004 
examples  of  the  variety  were  issued.  Produced  during  the  final 
year  of  the  Oregon  Trail  commemorative  half  dollar  program. 

Important  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  500 


2154  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lightly  repunched  mint- 
mark.  Warm  lilac-gray  and  golden  brown  toning  on  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  Difficult  to  find  in  MS-65  condition.  Panama-Pacific  half  dol¬ 
lars  were  sold  as  souvenirs  to  visitors  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Inter¬ 
national  Exposition  in  San  Francisco,  California  for  $1.00  each. 
Famous  numismatic  promoter  Farran  Zerbe  was  in  charge  of  the 
distribution. 

Originally  it  was  proposed  that  the  San  Francisco  Mint  set  up  a  coinage  production 
facility  on  the  grounds  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  but  technical 
problems  were  too  great  to  be  worked  out,  and  the  commemoratives  were  instead  struck 
at  the  Mint  located  not  far  away  from  the  downtown  district  (cornerstone  of  the  building 
laid  in  1870,  opened  for  business  in  1873,  being  the  second  facility  in  that  city). 


2155  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  par¬ 

tially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  golden  brown  and  lilac.  One  of  the 
most  popular  varieties  in  the  commemorative  series.  Charles  Bar¬ 
ber  and  George  Morgan  created  the  designs. 


2156  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  on 

frosty  surfaces.  Very  appealing  both  technically  and  aesthetically. 


2157  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Lightly  repunched  mintmark.  Deep 
gunmetal-gray  and  navy  blue  toning. 


2158  1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Partially  brilliant  surfaces 
with  blushes  and  tinges  of  pale  gold.  The  fields  have  a  texture  in¬ 
termediate  between  satiny  and  mirrorlike.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist;  prooflike  examples  are  seldom  encountered. 

2159  1934  Texas.  MS-66  (NGC).  Mostly  pale  violet-gray  at  the  centers 
changing  to  a  delicate  gold  at  the  borders. 

2160  1935  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Smokey  golden  gray  toning. 

2161  1937  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in 
shades  of  golden  brown,  lilac-gray,  and  saffron.  Only  a  tiny  pro- 

.  portion  of  the  Texas  Centennial  half  dollars  seen  match  the  quality 
offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  none  finer. 


2162  1938-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mottled  orange-gold  and  lilac  ton¬ 
ing,  with  some  blushes  of  blue.  A  comparatively  scarce  commemo¬ 
rative  having  a  tiny  net  mintage  of  just  3,775  pieces. 

2163  1949-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample.  Fully  lustrous  and  essentially  brilliant,  with  just  a  hint  of 
golden  iridescence.  Some  splashes  of  deeper  toning  can  be  seen 
on  the  reverse.  A  prize  for  the  numismatist  who  desires  the  finest 
quality  available. 

Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 


Lustrous  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2164  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS-65. 

A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  example.  Much  finer  than  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  examples  seen.  Examples  of  the  variety  were  sold  as  souve¬ 
nirs  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  held  in  St.  Louis,  Mis¬ 
souri,  in  1904. 

Remarkably  and  wonderfully',  one  of  the  most  popular  and  prominent  figures  in  nu¬ 
mismatics  today.  Bob  Hendershott,  can  still  remember  visiting  the  St  Louis  World's  Fair 
when  he  was  a  youth.  In  fact,  he  recently  wrote  a  book  about  souvenirs  horn  this  long 
ago  event. 
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2165  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS-63 

(ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  most  design  features  show¬ 
ing  bold  definition. 


2166 


I  photo  enlarged 


to  twice  actual  size) 


1916  McKinley  Memorial  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (ANACS).  A  satiny 
gem  example  exhibiting  just  a  hint  of  olive-gold  iridescence.  Funds 
accruing  from  the  sale  of  these  gold  dollars  were  earmarked  to 
help  finance  the  erection  of  a  memorial  building  in  McKinley’s 
birthplace  of  Niles,  Ohio. 


2167  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Issued  to  commemorate  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence. 


Modern  Commemorativfs 


2168  1984-W  Olympic  $10  gold.  Proof-65.  A  glittering  gem  example  as 
issued  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields. 
Housed  in  a  plastic  capsule  as  issued,  now  cracked. 

2169  1995-S  Civil  War  half  dollar.  MS-69  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Virtual  perfection. 

Pattern  Coins 


2170  1854  Pollock-187,  Judd-161.  Pattern  cent.  Proof-63  BN  (PCGS). 

Rarity-4.  Copper  or  bronze.  Plain  edge.  Die  alignment:  about  190°. 
Uniform  golden  brown  toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  Most  de¬ 
sign  features  are  sharp.  The  obverse  is  similar  to  the  regular  issue 
type,  but  without  stars.  The  reverse  has  the  denomination  ONE 
CENT  within  a  laurel  wreath. 


Alexander  Collection 


planchet  lamination  is  noted  on  the  edge  at  1:00  relative  to  the 
obverse.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  attractive  golden  gray  iridescence. 
The  obverse  design  features  a  flying  eagle  motif  almost  identical  to 
that  featured  on  certain  1838  half  dollar  patterns.  The  reverse  is 
similar  to  the  regular-issue  design,  but  the  wreath  is  fuller;  i.e.,  has 
a  greater  number  of  leaves. 


2172  1863  P-370,  J-305.  Pattern  twocent  piece.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS). 

Rarity-4.  Copper  or  bronze.  Plain  edge.  Die  alignment:  about  180°. 
Mostly  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet  surface  with  some  wisps  of 
fiery  mint  red  on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  features  a  peruked  bust 
of  Washington  facing  right.  The  reverse  has  the  denomination  2 
CENTS  in  a  wreath  of  wheat;  similar  to  the  regular-issue  type,  but 
with  the  word  CENTS  more  markedly  curved. 


r* 

2173  1869  P-753,  J-676.  Pattern  nickel  three-cent  piec^.  MS-63.  Rarity- 
5.  Plain  edge.  45.3  grains.  Diameter:  0.753  inch. 'Die  alignment: 
180°.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  with  some  scattered  spots 
and  flecks  noted.  Similar  to  the  regular-issue  nickel  three-cent 
piece  design,  but  with  the  reverse  I  elements  in  III  being  smooth 
rather  than  ribbed.  The  diameter  is  also  slightly  larger,  being 
about  equal  to  that  of  the  Indian  cents  then  in  circulation;  indeed, 
it  is  likely  that  one-cent  planchet  cutters  and  die  blanks  were  used 
to  prepare  the  planchets  and  dies  of  the  P-753  variety. 


2174  1866  P-562,  J-470.  Pattern  five-cent  piece.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Rar- 
ity-6.  Nickel.  Reeded  edge.  Die  alignment:  180°.  An  attractive 
specimen  exhibiting  delicate  golden  gray  iridescence.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  mirrorlike.  Microscopic  planchet  granularity  is  noted  on 
the  high  points  of  the  obverse  as  made;  something  resulting,  per¬ 
haps,  from  the  Mint’s  inexperience  with  the  then  new  25%  nickel 
coinage  alloy.  The  obverse  features  a  bust  of  Washington  facing 
right.  The  reverse  has  the  denomination  5  in  a  laurel  wreath. 

Although  the  visage  of  the  Father  of  our  Country  appeared  on  pattern  coins  in  the 
1860s,  he  did  not  appear  on  a  legal  tender  issue  until  the  Lafayette  silver  dollar  of  1900 
(where  George  is  shown  together  with  Lafayette),  or  on  a  widely  circulating  issue  until 
the  1932  quarter  dollar. 


2171  1855  P-196.  Type  of  J- 1 70.  Pattern  cent.  AU-58.  Rarity-6.  Uncer¬ 

tain  composition;  either  nickel  alloy  or  German  silver.  Plain  edge. 
116.9  grains.  Diameter:  1.004  inches.  Die  alignment:  180°.  A 


An  Invitation 

We  are  always  looking  ahead  to  our  forthcoming 
auction  sales.  Thinking  of  selling?  We  invite  you  to 
consign. 
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Desirable  Proof-62  P-1059  50£ 

Important  Rarity-7  Variety 


2175  1870  P-1059,  J-963.  Pattern  half  dollar.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Rarity- 

7.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields 
deeply  reflective.  An  extremely  rare  variety;  indeed,  only  two  ex¬ 
amples  are  enumerated  in  U.S.  Patterns  and  Related  Issues.  Once 
this  example  crosses  the  auction  block,  it  may  be  years  before  an¬ 
other  becomes  available.  Worth  a  generous  bid  from  the  alert  spe¬ 
cialist. 

This  is  part  of  the  famous  STANDARD  SILVER  series  of  1869  anti  1870.  William  Bar¬ 
ber,  who  succeeded  to  the  post  of  chief  engraver  after  James  B.  Longacre's  death  on 
January  1,  1869,  prepared  the  motifs.  Produced  in  various  silver  denominations,  the 
STANDARD  SILVER  (this  being  the  inscription  on  the  reverse  of  each)  were  lighter 
weight  than  contemporary  Liberty  Seated  pieces  and  were  intended  to  replace  paper 
Fractional  Currency  notes.  At  the  time,  copper  and  silver  coin  payments  were  still  in  sus¬ 
pension  by  the  Treasury  Department,  which  they  had  been  since  1862.  Government  offi¬ 
cials  were  fearful  that  if  silver  coins  of  full  weight  were  issued,  widespread  hoarding 
might  result.  Thus,  these  lightweight  versions  were  seen  to  be  a  solution.  However,  the 
patterns  never  saw  regular  coinage  production. 

MISCELLANEOUS  U.S.  COINS 

2176  19th-century  copper  and  silver  coinage  group:  ☆  1796  cent. 
Draped  Bust.  VF-20,  with  a  line  noted  on  the  obverse  ☆  1830  cent. 
VF-35  ☆  1839  cent.  F-12,  somewhat  porous,  with  reverse  discolora¬ 
tion  ☆  1842  cent.  EF-45,  with  some  obverse  nicks  ☆  1859  cent.  AU- 
50,  spots  ☆  1861  cent.  MS-60  ☆  1881  cent.  Proof-63,  spots  ☆  1864 
two-cent  piece.  Large  Motto.  MS-60  ft  1851-0  trime.  MS-60,  with 
reverse  damage  ft  1857  trime.  EFT5  ft  1859  trime.  AU-50  ft  1860 
trime.  MS-60,  spots  ☆  1860  quarter.  AU-58.  (Total:  13  pieces) 

2177  Assortment  of  Uncirculated  and  Proof  20th-century  copper, 
nickel,  and  silver  issues.  Cents:  1930  MS-60  ft  1932-D  MS-63  ft 
1941  Proof-60.  Nickels:  ☆  1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64  ☆  1938-S  MS-64 

☆  1942  Type  I.  Proof-63.  Dimes:  ☆  1929  MS-63  ☆  1938-D  MS-63  ☆ 
1940-D  MS-63  ☆  1941  MS-63  ☆  1944-S  MS-60.  Quarters:  ☆  1932 
MS-60  ☆  1935-D  MS-63  ☆  1935-S  MS-60  ☆  1939  MS-62  ☆  1940  MS- 
60  ☆  1942-S  MS-63  ☆  1954-S  MS-60.  (Total:  18  pieces) 

2178  Mostly  20th-century  group  of  Uncirculated  and  Proof  pieces:  ft 
1938  cent.  Proof-63,  red  ☆  1942-P  five-cent  piece.  Type  II.  Proof- 
64  ☆  1898-0  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS)  ☆  1921-S  dollar.  MS-63  ☆  1923 
dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  (Total:  5  pieces) 

2179  Copper,  nickel,  and  silver  assortment:  ft  1866  two-cent  piece.  EF- 
40  ☆  1868  two-cent  piece.  EFT5  ☆  1869  two-cent  piece  (2).  MS-60, 
recolored  and  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆  1858  silver  three-cent  piece.  EF- 
40,  bent  ☆  1887  Liberty  nickel.  MS-64,  prooflike.  Mottled  surfaces 

☆  1891  nickel.  AU-50  ☆  1904  nickel.  MS-61  ☆  1875  20-cent  piece. 
EF40.  (Total:  9  pieces) 

2180  Assortment  of  certified  silver  coins:  ft  1871-S  half  dime.  AU-50 
(PCGS)  ☆  1875-S  dime.  Mintmark  above  Bow.  MS-63  (ANACS)  ☆ 
1916  Mercury  dime.  MS-63  FSB  (ANACS)  ft  1853/4  quarter. 
Overdate.  VF-20  (PCI)  ☆  1936-S  quarter.  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆  1942-S 
quarter.  MS-64  (PCGS).  (Total:  6  pieces) 


2181  Liberty  Seated  silver  coinage  quartette:  ☆  1856-0  quarter  VF  25 

☆  1875  quarter.  EF-40  ☆  1861  half  dollar.  AU-58.  Mottled  toning 
ft  1878  half  dollar.  AU-55.  (Total:  4  pieces) 

2182  Assortment  of  mostly  20th-century  half  dollars  including  some 
commemoratives:  ☆  1941  MS-65  ft  1942-D  MS-63  ☆  1942-S  MS-63 

☆  1943  (3).  MS-64,  MS-63,  and  MS-63  ☆  1943-D  MS-62  (2)  ☆  1943- 
S  MS-63  ☆  1945  (3).  MS-64,  MS-64,  and  MS-63  ☆  1945-D  MS-63  ☆ 
1947-D  MS-63  ☆  1951-S  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆  1963  Proof-63  ☆  1936 
Boone.  MS-62  ☆  1952  Carver-Washington  (2).  MS-63  and  MS-60  ☆ 
1893  Columbian.  AU-55  ft  1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-60. 
(Total:  21  pieces) 

2183  Golden  pair:  ☆  1854  gold  dollar.  Type  II.  EF^40,  with  a  tiny  mark 
by  the  5  in  the  date  ft  1853  quarter  eagle.  EF-40.  (Total:  2  pieces) 

Territorial  Gold  Coins 


Proof  1861  Clark,  Gruber  Pattern  $5 

Struck  in  Copper,  Reeded  Edge 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2184  1861  Clark,  Gruber  8c  Co.  $5  gold  design  struck  in  copper.  K- 

10c.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Rarity-7.  A  delightful  gem  example. 
The  surfaces  are  about  50%  mint  red  with  blushes  of  violet  in  the 
remaining  areas.  Virtually  all  design  details  are  defined  to  full  ad¬ 
vantage.  The  obverse  and  reverse  designs  are  essentially  copies  of 
the  designs  featured  on  U.S.  federal  gold  coins  of  the  era.  On  the 
obverse  the  word  LIBERTY  is  replaced  by  PIKES  PEAK  and  on 
the  reverse  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  is  replaced  by 
CLARK,  GRUBER  &  CO,  DENVER. 

This  Denver  banking  and  minting  firm  was  highly  regarded  by  citizens  in  the  Colorado 
Territory  in  the  early  1860s.  Paper  money  notes  were  also  issued,  which  at  one  time  were 
more  highly  prized  than  were  federal  paper  money  notes— simply  because  the  (  lark. 
Gruber  bills  could  be  readily  exchanged  for  Clark.  Gruber  gold  coins,  whereas  the  fed¬ 
eral  notes  could  not  be. 
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California  Small 
Denomination  Coi  n 

2185  1869  octagonal  25C.  Liberty  Head.  Breen-Gillio-712.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Olive-gold  toning  on  frosty  surfaces.  Although  listed  as 
Rarity-6  in  Breen-Gillio,  the  variety  is  now  considered  by  some  nu¬ 
mismatists  to  be  Rarity-5.  BG-712  is  attributed  to  the  jewelry  firm 
of  Frontier  &  Co. 

2186  1873  round  50C  Indian  Head.  BG-1051.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Rarity-5. 
Fully  brilliant.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  glittering 
mirror  fields. 


Hawaii 


2187  1883  quarter  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely,  lustrous  gem  ex¬ 
ample.  Sharply  struck  and  satiny.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  delicate 
golden  gray  iridescence. 

2188  1871  MR  2TE-2.  VF-20.  1871  Wailuku  Plantation  token.  One  real 
(12.5  cents).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  VF-20.  Variety  with  narrow 
arms  on  starfish.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  A  prominent  planchet 
clip  can  be  seen  at  5:00  with  respect  to  the  obverse.  The  Wailuku 
Plantation  was  a  major  producer  of  cane  sugar. 

2189  1871  MR  2TET.  VF-20.  1871  Wailuku  Plantation  token.  Half  real 
(6.25  cents).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  VF-20.  Variety  with  narrow 
arms  on  starfish.  Golden  brown  surfaces.  Overall  very  similar  in 
terms  of  color  and  fabric  to  the  one-real  Wailuku  Plantation  token. 


The  Robert  A.  Vlack  Collection 
of  Hard  Times  Tokens 


With  great  pleasure  we  offer  for  sale  scarce  and  rare  issues 
from  the  Robert  A.  Vlack  Collection  of  Hard  Times  Tokens. 
Gathered  with  great  care  over  a  long  span  of  years,  the 
following  selection  includes  many  pieces  of  a  quality  not 
normally  seen,  even  when  fine  cabinets  are  dispersed. 

Bob,  whom  we  have  known  since  he  began  collecting  coins 
in  the  1950s,  is  well  known  to  most  numismatists  with  a 
research  or  technical  turn  of  mind.  His  book,  Early  American 
Coins,  was  one  of  the  first  modern  specialized  publications  on 
colonial  and  state  issues  and  in  the  1960s  went  through  two 
editions.  Today,  his  attribution  numbers  are  often  referred  to, 
particularly  in  the  series  of  Machin’s  Mills  copper  halfpence. 

Bob  has  had  a  far-ranging  interest  in  numismatics,  and  over 
the  years  has  studied  many  disciplines.  Hard  Times  tokens,  rich 
with  history,  have  been  particularly  appealing. 

We  are  sure  that  each  and  every  lot  in  the  section  to  follow 
will  impart  to  its  new  owner  a  measure  of  history,  romance,  and 
numismatic  interest  that  Bob  experienced  at  the  time  of  its 
acquisition. 

Hard  Times  Tokens: 

Their  History 

The  series  known  as  Hard  Times  tokens  comprises  tokens 
issued  privately  in  the  United  States  from  1833  to  1844.  The 
pieces,  mostly  made  of  copper  and  the  size  of  a  United  States 
cent  of  the  period,  can  be  divided  into  several  categories: 

1 .  Pieces  referring  to  the  United  States  Bank  and  the  contro¬ 
versy  surrounding  it. 

2.  Those  with  inscriptions  relating  to  political  and  satirical 
situations  of  the  era. 


3.  Tokens  with  inscriptions  and  designs  closely  resembling 
the  regular  cent  coinage  but  with  some  differences  in  order  to 
evade  the  counterfeiting  laws. 

4.  Examples  bearing  the  advertisements  of  private  mer- 
chants-“store  cards.” 

5.  Die  mulings:  combinations  with  the  obverses  or  reverses  of 
any  of  the  preceding. 

Hard  Times  tokens  were  first  described  in  1858  by  Charles 
I.  Bushnell  in  An  Arrangement  of  the  Tradesmen ’s  Cards,  Political 
Tokens,  and  Election  Medals,  etc.  Bushnell,  who  died  in  1880, 
began  collecting  around  1850.  During  the  first  decade  of  his 
collecting  activity  he  engaged  in  considerable  research  con¬ 
cerning  colonial  coins,  Hard  Times  tokens,  and  related  items. 
Tokens,  medals,  and  numismatic  pieces  with  a  “story”  behind 
them  especially  intrigued  Bushnell.  While  he  collected  regular 
United  States  Mint  issues,  these  were  secondary  in  importance, 
as  evidenced  by  the  preface  to  the  June  20-24,  1882  auction 
catalogue  of  the  Bushnell  Collection  prepared  by  S.  Hudson 
and  Henry  Chapman: 

“Mr.  Bushnell  told  me  he  never  spared  expense  in  improving 
their  condition,  that  no  matter  how  fine  a  specimen  was,  if  he 
could  improve  it  he  did  so;  he  also  told  us  that  he  cared  but  little 
for  the  dates  of  the  United  States  Mint  silver  issues,  and  the 
series  of  which  he  never  completed,  his  attention  being  de¬ 
voted  to  the  coins  and  medals  relating  to  the  history  of  this 
country.” 

Bushnell  visited  several  original  issuers  and  manufacturers 
of  Hard  Times  tokens  and  was  able  to  obtain  undistributed 
pieces  as  well  as  have  some  special  strikings  made  to  his  order. 

In  the  April  1870  issue  of  th  e  American Journal  of  Numismatics, 
J.N.T.  Levick  enumerated  and  described  56  different  issues.  In 
1886,  Lyman  H.  Low  produced  a  16-page  pamphlet  describing 
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additional  pieces.  Low  became  extremely  interested  in  the 
field.  He  wrote  extensively  and  traveled  widely  to  interview 
those  once  associated  with  the  issuance  of  the  tokens.  He 
sought  relatives  of  merchants  who  once  advertised  on  the 
pieces.  From  early  newspapers,  commercial  journals,  and 
other  sources  additional  information  was  obtained.  The  result 
was  his  definitive  work,  Hard  Times  Tokens,  of  which  the  1900 
revised  second  edition  remains  today  the  standard  work  on  the 
series.  William  F.  Dunham,  a  Chicago  numismatist  whose 
magnificent  collection  was  sold  at  auction  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in 
1941,  issued  an  “easy  finding  list,”  or  cross-index,  of  the  series. 
In  the  1950s,  Charles  V.  happen,  a  California  devotee  of  tokens 
and  medals,  reissued  Low’s  earlier  work  and  combined  it  with 
Dunham’s  information,  plates  made  from  photographs  (Low’s 
illustrations  were  line  drawings),  and  furnished  a  table  of  prices 
and  rarity  information. 

The  Hard  Times  tokens  with  political  motifs  center  on  issues 
of  the  Andrewjackson  and  Martin  Van  Buren  administrations. 

Andrew  Jackson,  military  hero  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans 
in  1815,  defeated  John  Quincy  Adams’  re-election  bid  to  gain 
the  presidency  in  1828.  Jackson,  not  an  educated  man,  was  the 
subject  of  much  ridicule.  His  “Roman  firmness”  was  men¬ 
tioned  on  tokens  as  was  his  statement  made  at  a  Democratic 
banquet  in  April  1830,  “our  federal  union  must  be  preserved,” 
or  as  it  was  sometimes  quoted  “our  federal  union,  it  must  and 
shall  be  preserved.”  In  1832  Harvard  College  conferred  upon 
Jackson  an  honorary  Doctorate  of  Laws.  The  LLD  degree 
caused  much  amusement.  As  Lyman  H.  Low  has  stated,  “the 
judicious  grieved,  and  his  enemies  rejoiced  at  the  absurdity  of 
the  title;  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  honorary  degree 
appeared  upon  a  token  which  ridiculed  him.” 

One  of  the  most  widely  circulated  tokens  of  the  era  depicts 
Jackson  emerging  from  a  chest  of  money  holding  a  purse  in  one 
hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other.  This  was  a  reference  to  the  fear, 
subsequently  reported  in  the  Albany  Argus  on  October  1, 1842, 
that  the  liberties  of  the  Union  were  threatened  “by  union  of  the 
purse  and  sword  in  the  same  hands,”  a  reference  in  this 
instance  to  the  following  administration  of  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Presidential  power  over  the  nation’s  money  and  military  has 
been  the  subject  for  concern  at  intermittent  intervals  since  that 
time.  In  1832  Jackson  campaigned  against  Henry  Clay.  The 
president’s  stand  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  struck 
a  popular  chord  and  resulted  in  an  overwhelming  victory  lor 
him.  In  order  to  lessen  the  effectiveness  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  chartered  to  continue  until  1836, 
Jackson  removed  federal  deposits  from  it  and  placed  them  in 
state  banks.  This  and  his  July  1836  specie  circular  were  among 
the  causes  of  the  nationwide  financial  panic  of  1837  and  the 
consequent  depression. 

In  May  1 835  Martin  Van  Buren,  Jackson’s  vice  president,  was 
nominated  for  the  presidency.  His  platform  included  opposi¬ 
tion  to  rechartering  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  During  his 


administration  the  main  problem  concerned  the  nation's  de¬ 
pressed  economy.  Van  Buren  urged  that  an  independent 
Treasury  be  established  apart  from  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment  and  that  the  Treasury  surplus  was  not  to  be  distributed  to 
the  states.  His  stand  on  this  and  other  issues  alienated  many 
conservative  Democrats  and  at  the  same  time  caused  him  to  he 
denounced  by  the  Whigs. 

In  his  inaugural  address  Van  Buren  declared  “I  follow  in  the 
steps  of  my  illustrious  predecessor,”  a  reference  to  Jackson. 
Caricaturists  of  the  era  represented  the  newly-elected  presi¬ 
dent  carefully  stepping  in  the  footprints  of  a  jackass,  a  senti¬ 
ment  which  extended  itself  to  certain  tokens  of  the  time. 
Seeking  re-election,  he  was  defeated  overwhelmingly  by  Will¬ 
iam  Henry  Harrison  in  the  1840  election  campaign. 

The  Panic  of  1837  resulted  in  many  business  failures  and  a 
hoarding  of  coins  in  circulation.  This  period  was  generally 
referred  to  as  the  era  of  “Hard  Times,”  the  title  of  which  was 
later  adopted  to  include  tokens  of  the  wider  1833-1844  period. 

To  fill  the  need  for  small  change  in  circulation,  a  wide  variety 
of  copper  tokens  appeared  in  1837.  One  issue  bore  the  legend 
SUBSTITUTE  FOR  SHIN  PLASTERS,  a  reference  to  the  flood 
of  often-worthless  paper  money  issues  distributed  by  banks, 
merchants,  and  others,  which  were  called  “shin-plasters”  and 
which  had  backing  no  stronger  than  the  financial  credit  of  the 
issuer,  which  was  sometimes  nil. 

Particularly  fascinating  among  Hard  Times  tokens  are  those 
bearing  imprints  of  different  merchants.  Many  of  these  tokens 
were  produced  by  Scovill  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  a  firm 
with  a  rich  numismatic  history,  a  firm  which  at  a  later  date 
produced  encased  postage  stamps  for  John  Gault,  and  which  at 
a  still  later  date  supplied  planchets  to  the  United  States  Mint  for 
the  production  of  nickel  alloy  coins. 

As  noted,  Lyman  H.  Low  described  183  different  types  of 
tokens,  with  the  last  numbers  appearing  in  his  1906  supple¬ 
ment.  These  tokens,  mostly  the  size  of  the  contemporary 
American  copper  cent,  circulated  freely  at  the  value  of  one 
cent.  A  profit  was  shown  by  the  issuers  who  paid  less  than  that 
value  for  them.  Eugene  H.  Richards,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
founders  of  H.M.  8c  E.I.  Richards,  informed  Lyman  H.  Low 
that  the  token  manufacturing  firm  shipped  pieces  by  the 
thousands  in  kegs  to  customers  at  60£  to  75C  per  hundred.  A 
token  issued  by  Clark  8c  Anthony,  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
jewelers  (listed  as  Low-94)  was  struck  to  the  extent  of  36,000 
pieces,  for  which  the  jewelry  firm  paid  Richards  $270. 

The  number  of  well-worn  Hard  Times  tokens  in  existence 
today  is  abundant  proof  of  the  status  which  these  pieces  once 
enjoyed  as  a  circulating  medium  of  exchange.  By  the  late  1 850s 
scattered  examples  were  still  to  be  seen  in  commercial  chan¬ 
nels. 

In  recent  times  Russell  Rulau  created  a  new  version  of  Low  s 
Hard  Times  Tokens  study,  published  under  the  same  name,  but 
expanded  to  include  numerous  merchants  and  othci  pieces 


123 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


7  he  Andrew  S.  Alexander  Collection 


not  described  by  Low  himself.  The  Rulau  work,  which  has  gone 
through  several  editions  and  which  has  achieved  immense 
popularity  in  the  marketplace,  has  done  much  to  broaden  the 
circle  of  friends  of  the  Hard  Times  token  series. 

Even  more  recently,  Russell  Rulau  has  combined  his  efforts 
into  a  masterwork,  Standard  Catalog  of  United  States  Tokens  1 700- 
1900,  Krause  Publications,  1994.  This  brings  together  a  vast 
amount  of  information  on  this  fascinating  series.  In  the  follow¬ 
ing  lots  of  the  Vlack  Collection,  Low  numbers  are  used  as  are 
Russ  Rulau’s  “HT”  (for  Hard  Times)  numbers.  In  time  we 
expect  that  the  Rulau  HT  numbers  will  take  the  place  of  Low 
numbers,  but  Russ  is  too  modest  to  promote  and  encourage 
their  use  (although  we  have  written  him  a  couple  of  times  on 
the  subject,  encouraging  him  to  do  so). 

2190  (1834)  Low-3,  HT-5  (the  HT  being  from  the  aforementioned 
Rulau  numbering  system).  Andrew  Jackson.  F-12.  Rarity-3.  Brass. 
Jackson  bust  right,  attractive  surfaces  with  a  dark  toning  spot  in 
front  of  Jackson’s  face.  Weakness  on  reverse  legends  as  struck. 

“Civil  Bust”  of  Jackson,  addressed  in  non-military  attire. 

2191  (1834)  L-4,  HT-6  Andrew  Jackson.  Roman  Bust  right.  AU-50.  Rar- 
ity-2.  Brass.  Olive  toned  surfaces  with  a  few  minor  scratches  in 
right  obverse  field. 

The  preceding  Civil  Bust  design  seems  complimentary  to  Jackson,  while  the  presendy- 
offered  token  with  its  Roman  style  bust,  and  an  oak  crown  around  the  president’s  brow, 
strongly  suggests  satire  rather  than  admiration. 

From  our  Ebenezer  Milton  Saunders  sale,  November  9-11,  1987,  Lot 
4006. 

1834  Low-6  Rarity 


2192  1834  L-6,  HT-14.  Andrew  Jackson.  EF  or  finer.  Rarity-5.  Brass. 
Engrailed  edge.  Attractive  olive  toning,  darker  at  the  rims.  An  out¬ 
standing  example. 

The  wind  is  blowing  the  sails  forward  as  the  ship  goes  from  right  to  left  but  the  flags 
and  pennants  are  streaming  in  the  opposite  direction!  This  engraving  mistake  recurs  on 
various  coins  associated  with  the  American  series,  best  known  on  pattern  silver  coins 
circa  1875. 

Gazing  upon  this  interesting  piece,  meticulously  made  by  an  unknown  die  sinker, 
prompts  us  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  a  great  project  for  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety  (which  already  has  earned  high  marks  with  its  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference 
among  many  other  activities)  to  sponsor  research  concerning  tokens  of  the  early  19th 
century.  Such  research  would  involve  the  matching  of  letter  and  numeral  punches  and 
states  with  known  tokens,  thus  making  it  possible  to  attribute  pieces  such  as  this.  The 
situation  is  not  as  simple  as  it  may  appear  at  first  consideration,  for  often  punches  and 
implements  of  one  shop  were  transferred  to  another  as  were  dies.  However,  the  prod¬ 
ucts  of  certain  die  sinkers  of  the  era  such  as  Wright  &  Bale,  Hulseman,  Trested,  and  their 
contemporaries— could  be  better  organized  than  they  are  now.  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  stands  ready  to  help  in  any  practical  way  with  such  an  A.N.S.  project. 

2193  1834  L-8  HT-9.  Andrew  Jackson.  MS-63  .  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Nearly 
full  mint  red  with  brown  toned  fields.  Sharply  struck  with  all 
bristles  on  boar’s  back  well  defined. 

The  boar  on  the  obverse,  upon  which  is  superimposed  MY  THIRD  HEAT,  with  the 
inscription  DOWN  WITH  THE  BANK  below  refers  to  the  controversy  involving  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Jackson  considered  the  Bank  to  be  for  the  gentiy  and  that  ac¬ 
tivities  would  benefit  certain  insiders.  Nicholas  Biddle  served  as  president  of  the  Bank 


and  became  involved  in  the  campaign  against  Jackson.  The  Bank  originally  chartered  for 
20  years  in  April  1816,  was  renewed  early  by  Congress  in  1832,  but  President  Jackson 
vetoed  the  legislation.  By  opposing  the  Bank,  Jackson  cast  himself  as  a  champion  of  the 
underdog.  The  original  charter  expired  in  1836,  on  schedule.  The  Bank  was  about  to  be 
liquidated,  when  it  was  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  death  by  a  charter  under  the  laws  of 
Pennsylvania,  after  which  it  became  known  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  In  1839  the  Bank  closed  its  doors  having  suffered  under  the  financial  duress  of  the 
era,  leaving  behind  a  debt  of  over  $7  million.  At  the  time  this  seemed  to  be  and  was  an 
immense  sum. 

From  our  Ebenezer  Milton  Saunders  sale, November  9-11,  1987,  Lot 
4011. 

2194  1834  L-10,  HT-11.  Andrew  Jackson.  MS-63.  Rarity-2.  Copper. 
Smooth  brown  surfaces  with  red  highlights  makes  this  piece  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive. 

2195  1834  L-12  HT-25.  Constitution.  EF-40.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  An  inter¬ 
esting  item  being  25%  off  center.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  a 
red  stain  visible  on  obverse  behind  Andrew  Jackson. 

Obverse  depicts  Jackson  standing  in  a  dress  suit  holding  a  sword  in  one  hand  and  a 
purse  in  the  other  with,  A  PLAIN  SYSTEM  above,  VOID  OF  POMP  below.  The  reverse 
with  the  balking  jackass  inscribed  LL.D.,  referring  to  the  honorary  degree  conferred  by 
Harvard  upon  the  not  particularly  literate  President  Jackson,  and  to  Jackson’s  simplicity 
and  stubborn  character. 

2196  1837  L-17,  HT-31.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  F-15.  Rarity-3.  Copper. 
Surfaces  display  an  even  red-brown. 

The  obverse  shows  a  turtle,  a  diamondback  terrapin  (indigenous  to  the  salt  marshes 
around  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  among  other  areas),  transporting  a  safe  or  strongbox 
marked  SUB  TREASURY,  a  punning  reference  to  the  slow  transfer  of  public  funds. 

2197  1837  L-20,  HT-34.  Illustrious  Predecessor.  MS-64, C?ed  and  brown. 
Rarity-1.  Copper.  Weakly  struck  at  centers. 

A  common  token,  but  one  with  a  rich  measure  of  history. 


2198  1837  L-21,  HT-35.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  AU-50.  Rarity-2.  Copper. 
Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  centers  as  always.  Medium  brown.  Die 
crack  connects  the  second  and  third  star  with  Miss  Liberty’s  nose. 
On  reverse  there  are  two  scratches. 

It  has  been  the  experience  that  Low-21  is  difficult  to  find  in  higher  grades;  the  same 
can  be  said  for  several  others  of  this  genre.  This  particular  piece  is  close  to  being  the  fin- 
est  known. 

The  inscription  on  the  reverse  reads  in  full,  MILLIONS  FOR  DEFENCE  [sic],  NOT 
ONE  CENT  FOR  TRIBUTE,  the  sentiment  coming  from  the  American  reaction  in  the 
late  1790s  to  pirates  off  the  Barbary  Coast  attempting  to  exact  tribute  money  from 
American  merchant  men.  Makers  of  privately-issued  tokens  later  picked  up  the  legend, 
arranging  it  on  the  reverse  so  that  the  words  ONE  CENT  were  more  prominent  than  the 
others,  giving  it  a  quick  appearance  of  money,  but  upon  closer  inspection  actually  read¬ 
ing  NOT  ONE  CENT.  History  repeats  itself,  and  in  1863  similar  wording  was  found  on 
privately-issued  Civil  War  tokens. 

2199  1837  L-22,  HT-36.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  VF-35.  Rarity-3.  Copper. 
Light  reddish  brown  surfaces.  The  obverse  depiction  of  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty  is  wonderfully  naive. 

From  our  Ebenezer  Milton  Saunders  sale,  November  9-11,  1987,  Lot 
4050. 

2200  1837  L-30,  HT-45.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-63,  RB.  Rarity-2.  Copper. 

As  is  true  of  so  many  of  the  political  Hard  Times  tokens  of  this  era,  the  obverse  is  pat¬ 
terned  after  the  contemporary  United  States  cent,  and  in  the  present  instance  is  a  better 
than  average  copy. 
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2212  1837  L-49,  HT-73.  Half  cent.  AU-55.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Attractive 
brown  surfaces. 

This  half  cent-size  copper  token  was  adopted  by  Wayte  Raymond  as  pari  of  the  hall 
cent  series,  and  a  space  for  it  was  provided  in  his  “National"  series  of  coin  albums  The 
federal  government  never  produced  a  half  cent  with  this  date  and  thus  it  proved  to  be  an 
effective  filler.  Today  it  is  one  of  the  few  Hard  Times  tokens  listed  in  the  Guide  Bonk 

2213  1837  L-52,  HT-71.  I  TAKE  THE  RESPONSIBILITY.  MS-65.  Rarity- 
2.  Brass.  Brilliant  with  a  few  toning  spots. 


2201  Honduras  token  dies  struck  over  an  1837  H8,  HT-32.  EF-40.  Il¬ 
lustrious  Predecessor.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  “VELEZ/MATOS”  on 
one  side  “VALE  MITAD”  on  the  other.  Medium  brown. 

In  some  circumstances  already-struck  copper  Hard  Times  tokens  of  the  late  1830s  and 
early  1840s  were  used  as  “planchets"  by  various  United  States  manufacturers  of  tokens  to 
make  other  tokens  for  use  in  Central  and  South  America.  Presumably,  these  were  undis¬ 
tributed  remainders  of  Hard  Times  pieces  or,  alternatively,  could  have  been  pieces  that 
had  been  lighdy  circulated  and  were  bought  at  a  discount  on  the  open  market.  Whatever 
the  reason,  it  was  deemed  financially  practical  to  use  tokens  as  undertypes  in  preference 
to  employing  new  blank  planchets.  The  presently  offered  coin  shows  ample  traces  of  the 
Hard  Times  token  undertype  and  will  be  a  nice  addition,  a  “story  coin,”  to  any  serious 
collector’s  cabinet. 

For  related  information  about  overstrikes  see  the  note  under  Lot  2275. 

2202  1837  L-32,  HT47.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-62,  red  and  brown.  Rar¬ 
ity-1.  Copper.  Well  struck  with  rich  brown  surfaces.  Some  marks. 

2203  1837  L-33,  HT-48.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  AU-58.  Rarity-1.  Copper. 
Smooth  brown.surfaces. 

2204  1837  L-34,  HT-49.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-63,  brown  with  some 
tinges  of  red.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  A  small  dark  spot  is  between  the 
eighth  and  ninth  star. 

2205  1837  L-37,  HT-61.  MINT  DROP.  AU-55.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Dark 
brown  surfaces. 

“BENTONIAN  CURRENCY"  and  “MINT  DROP"  inscriptions  refer  to  specie  or  hard 
money  rather  than  paper.  Of  course,  “mint  drop"  also  referred  to  a  piece  of  sweet  candy. 

2206  1837  L-38,  HT-62.  MINT  DROP.  VF-30.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Medium 
red-brown. 

2207  1837  L-39,  HT-52.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  AU-50.  Rarity-1.  Copper. 
Medium  brown  with  dark  brown  outlines. 

2208  1837  L-40,  HT-65.  MAY  TENTH.  AU-55.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  surfaces. 

The  inscription  MAY  /  TENTH  /  1837  pinpoints  the  date  that  hundreds  of  Eastern 
banks  stopped  paying  out  coins. 

2209  1 837  L-44,  HT-69. 1  TAKE  THE  RESPONSIBILITY.  MS-63.  Rarity- 
1 .  Copper.  Attractive  brown  with  tinges  of  red. 

One  of  the  most  powerful  images  of  the  Hard  Times  era  is  the  uniformed  figure  of 
Jackson  emerging  from  a  strongbox  with  a  sword  in  one  hand  and  a  purse  in  the  other.  It 
appears  here  with  the  ship-wreck  of  “EXPERIMENT.”  The  signature  H  below  the  box  is 
that  of  New  York  die  sinker  Edward  Hulseman. 

2210  1837  L-46,  HT-57.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  AU-55.  Rarity-1.  Copper. 
Glossy  red-brown  surfaces. 

The  obverse  displays  the  mythical  phoenix,  a  bird  which  is  said  to  have  been  consumed 
in  flames  and  reduced  to  ashes,  and  then  to  have  risen  anew.  The  obverse  inscription 
probably  represented  that  paper  “SHIN  PLASTERS”  were  only  fit  to  burn,  and  when 
such  notes  where  driven  out  of  circulation,  the  banking  system  would  gain  new  vitality. 
Not  until  the  spring  of  1838  were  coins  paid  out  in  quantity  by  leading  banks. 

2211  1837  L-47,  HT-66.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  MS-62.  Rarity-1.  Copper. 
Medium  brown  surfaces  with  tinges  of  mint  red. 

Die  alignment  180° 


2214  1837  L-53,  HT-72.  I  TAKE  THE  RESPONSIBILITY.  EF-45.  Rarity- 
2.  Copper.  Brown. 

This  is  a  close  copy  of  Low-51,  but  lacks  the  H  (for  Hulseman)  under  the  safe.  It  has 
been  conjectured  that  it  is  the  work  of  another  engraver.  At  the  time,  die  shops  readily 
copied  ideas  of  others. 

2215  1838  L-54,  HT-81.  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  &  A  SISTER.  AU-58. 
Rarity-1.  Copper.  Well  struck,  a  beautiful  example  with  rich  brown 
surfaces.  A  small  toning  spot  is  visible  at  the  bases  of  A  and  W. 

This  anti-slavery  token  depicts  a  woman,  kneeling,  in  chains,  looking  heavenward,  im¬ 
ploring  that  her  status  as  a  woman  and  a  sister  be  considered.  The  reverse  is  patterned 
after  the  U.S.  large  cent  and  contains  the  inscription  “UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA" 
surrounding  a  wreath;  the  center  differs  in  that  it  has  "LIBERTY”  and  the  date. 

Slavery  was  one  of  the  abiding  issues  in  politics  during  this  era,  right  along  with 
women’s  suffrage  and  temperance.  This  particular  token,  with  the  obverse  emblem  cop¬ 
ied  from  a  British  design,  no  doubt  achieved  popularity  in  the  North  but  was  not  particu¬ 
larly  liked  in  the  South.  A  number  of  interesting  tales  concerning  this  issue  can  be  found 
in  late  19th-century  and  early  20th-century  newspapers,  the  prevailing  theme,  incorrect, 
being  that  this  particular  token  is  exceedingly  rare— just  a  few  are  known— and  that  they 
were  specifically  issued  as  passes  on  the  Underground  Railroad. 


2216  1838  U54B,  HT-81  A.  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  Sc  A  SISTER.  MS-62. 

Rarity-3.  Light  brown,  with  prooflike  surfaces. 

Low-54A,  as  described  by  Rulau,  is  simply  a  smaller  diameter  (27mm)  version  of  the 
normal  28mm  L-54. 

2217  1837  L-55,  HT-63.  MINT  DROP.  MS-62.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Red 
and  brown  with  prooflike  surfaces.  Struck  slightly  off  center  with 
some  weakness  in  areas. 

This  token  has  one  of  the  most  grotesque  copies  of  Miss  Liberty  in  the  series.  Consid¬ 
ering  the  regular  inexpensive  nature  of  Hard  Times  tokens  of  1837,  and  their  relation¬ 
ship  to  contemporary  federal  copper  cent  designs,  it  has  always  puzzled  the  cataloguer 
that  more  large  cent  aficionados  do  not  form  side  collections  of  Hard  Times  issues. 

From  our  Boyd,  Brand  &  Ryder  sale,  March  28-31,  1990,  Lot  331. 

2218  (1840)  L-56,  HT-75.  Martin  Van  Buren.  EF-40.  Rarity-2.  Copper. 
Glossy  dark  brown,  holed  at  top,  as  always. 

Probably  issued  as  a  campaign  or  political  token,  not  as  a  substitute  for  the  copper 
cent. 

2219  1841  L-58,  HT-16.  Daniel  Webster.  MS-62.  Rarity-1.  Copper. 
Brown  with  traces  of  mint  red.  Obverse  with  inscription  surround¬ 
ing  a  ship  marked  CONSTITUTION  and  the  reverse  with  the  of¬ 
ten  seen  MILLIONS  FOR  DEFENCE  NOT  ONE  CENT  FOR 
TRIBUTE. 

Daniel  Webster,  born  in  Salisbury,  New  Hampshire,  January  18.  U82.  attended 
Dartmouth  College  in  the  same  stale,  graduated  in  1801,  and  entered  the  studs  of  lass 
Much  of  his  adult  life  was  spent  in  politics,  where  he  became  well  known  as  a  dynamic 
speaker,  and  along  with  Henry  Clay  and  Alexander  Hamilton,  was  one  of  several  promi¬ 
nent  political  figures  of  the  era  who  never  became  president,  but  who  are  well  known  to 
the  average  schoolchild  today 

Webster  took  a  position  in  the  1  lined  States  Bank,  whose  activities  were  the  centet  of 
much  controversy  in  (he  1830s  and  also  furnished  the  subject  for  numerous  tokens  in  the 
Hard  Times  series.  He  was  also  a  strict  constructionalist  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
United  .States  Constitution 
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2220  1841  L-59,  HT-17.  Daniel  Webster.  MS-62.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Light 
brown  surfaces. 

Reverse  phrasing  same  as  preceding  except  arranged  in  an  entirely  different  manner. 

2221  1841  L-61,  HT-19.  Daniel  Webster.  VF-35.  Rarity-5.  Copper.  Dark 
brown,  with  the  initials  MRP  scratched  in  right  obverse  field. 

Reverse  with  lightning  bolt  between  broken  mast  and  hull. 

2222  1841  L-62,  HT-20.  Daniel  Webster.  MS-63.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Red 
and  brown. 

2223  1841  L-63,  HT-21.  Daniel  Webster.  MS-64.  Rarity-2.  Copper. 
Mostly  mint  red  with  some  brown  toning.  Die  break  on  obverse 
starts  at  rim  between  E  and  D  of  CREDIT  through  second  C  of 
Currency  to  rim. 

This  token  shows  a  wrecked  ship  after  the  storm. 

2224  (1838)  L-66,  HT-24.  Daniel  Webster.  VF-35.  Rarity-3.  Copper.  Dark 
oxidized  surfaces.  Crude  sailing  ship  obverse,  bull  and  A  FRIEND 
TO  THE  CONSTITUTION  reverse. 

2225  1841  L-67,  HT-68.  MAY  TENTH.  MS-63.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Red 
and  brown. 

2226  1841  L-68,  HT-64.  MINT  DROP.  AU-55.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Me¬ 
dium  brown. 

2227  1841  L-69,  HT-58.  NOT  ONE  CENT.  AU-55.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  obverse  with  dark  reverse. 


Rare  Low-72 


2228  1833  L-72,  HT-175.  Francis  L.  Brigham.  New  Bedford,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  MS-62/60.  Rarity-6.  Copper.  A  pleasing  example  having  a 
red-brown  obverse  and  iridescent  reverse. 

Brigham  was  engaged  in  several  activities,  but  in  1836  he  was  primarily  known  as  a 
dentist,  a  profession  he  followed  until  his  death  on  September  18,  1845,  at  the  age  of  42. 
The  present  token,  dated  1833,  proclaims  his  activity  as  a  dealer  in  dry  goods  (clothing, 
bolts  of  cloth,  and  the  like,  possibly  with  household  accessories  as  well),  both  wholesale 
and  retail,  without  a  mention  of  dentistry.  The  large  building  shown  on  the  token  was 
part  of  a  public  market  containing  many  enterprises. 

Possibly  from  Richard  Picker,  Albertson,  NY 

2229  1833  L-73,  HT-176.  Francis  L.  Brigham.  New  Bedford,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  EF-40.  Rarity-3.  Copper.  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  Two  rim 
nicks  at  1 :00  on  reverse. 

A  variant  of  the  preceding  with  different  border  format. 

2230  1833  L-74,  HT-428.  Ephraim  A.  Hathaway.  Providence,  Rhode  Is¬ 
land.  MS-60.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Medium  brown  with  areas  of  dark 
toning  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Two  scratches  on  obverse  are 
noted  for  accuracy. 

Hathaway  was  a  dealer  in  coal  of  both  anthracite  (hard,  slow  burning)  and  bituminous 
(soft,  faster  burning,  smokier)  varieties. 

2231  1833  L-75,  HT-152.  Robinson’s  Jones  8c  Co.  Attleboro,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  AU-50.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Well  struck  with  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces. 

This  Massachusetts  firm  was  given  a  medal  by  the  American  Institute,  at  New  York 
City,  for  their  display  of  metallic  buttons  and  related  items.  Edward  Hulseman,  who  also 
cut  other  dies  in  the  Hard  Times  token  series,  reproduced  the  American  Institute  award 


in  suitable  small  diameter  for  token  use.  Such  pieces  were  widely  circulated.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Institute  was,  like  several  other  similar  organizations  (the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Institute  is  another),  more  of  a  vanity-type  group  than  an  unbiased  presenter 
of  awards.  Just  about  anyone  who  submitted  items  for  award  competition  was  sure  to  get 
recognition  of  one  sort  or  another.  This  prevailed  throughout  the  19th  century,  indeed, 
later  than  that.  Probably  the  most  egregious  misuse  of  such  “awards”  took  place  at  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  St.  Louis,  1904,  at  which  event  so  many  exhibitors  re¬ 
ceived  gold  medals  that  the  actual  awards  were  bronze  medals  that  were  inscribed 
“GOLD”! 

2232  1833  L-76,  HT-153.  Robinson’s  Jones  &  Co.  Attleboro,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  AU-58.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Red-brown  surfaces.  Slanting  1  in 
date. 

2233  1834  L-77,  HT-348.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  New  York.  F- 
12.  Rarity-5.  Copper.  Light  brown. 

Isaac  B.  Bucklin,  a  Troy  schoolteacher  in  the  mid  and  late  1830s,  was  proud  of  his  “In¬ 
terest  Tables,"  which  took  the  place  of  tedious  hand  calculations.  Should  anyone  find  a 
mistake  in  his  tables,  a  reward  of  $100  would  be  paid.  Like  many  entrepreneurs,  he 
turned  to  other  things,  and  by  1839  he  was  selling  stoves. 

The  Bucklin  tokens,  of  which  there  are  several  varieties,  are  wonderfully  crude  in  their 
die  cutting  and  striking,  and  thus  have  a  special  numismatic  interest. 

2234  1834  L-79,  HT-361.  W.P.  Haskins.  Troy,  New  York.  VF-35.  Rarity- 
4.  Copper.  Medium  brown. 

The  reverse  displays  Lafayette  standing  and  bears  the  date  of  his  death.  May  20,  1834. 
The  engraving  was  done  from  a  painting  by  Ary  Scheffer,  the  most  used  image  of  the 
decade.  Although  the  image  of  Lafayette  was  widely  reproduced  during  and  after  his  life¬ 
time,  only  a  few  truly  different  poses  and  views  were  made.  Any  collector  of  such  is  soon 
struck  by  the  sameness  of  what  is  available. 

2235  1834  L-81,  HT-200.  HOWELL  WORKS  CARDER.  Allaire,  New 
Jersey.  EF^IO.  Rarity^l.  Copper.  Glossy  dark  browfi  surfaces.  A  few 
minor  scratches  on  both  obverse  and  reverse,  also  a*small  planchet 
clip  at  4:00. 

Concerning  the  background  of  the  token  Low  relates  the  following: 

“The  Howell  Works  had  their  origin  in  an  establishment  called  the  Monmouth  Fur¬ 
nace,  founded  in  Howell,  Monmouth  County,  NJ  (now  Allaire),  1814;  about  1822  James 
P.  Allaire  took  possession,  changing  the  name  to  Howell  Works,  under  which  tide  they 
carried  on  for  about  25  years.  Mr.  Allaire  died  in  1858.  A  few  years  before  his  death  it 
became  the  Allaire  Works,  famous  for  its  marine  engines,  etc.,  the  fine  workmanship  of 
which  gave  them  a  wide  reputation.  In  this  concern  the  well-known  John  Roach  began  his 
career.  Just  what  reladon  the  Garden  had  to  the  Works  does  not  appear,  but  that  it  was 
connected  with  them  in  some  way  we  have  on  good  authority.  From  the  device  the  to¬ 
kens  bear  it  was  very  likely  a  social  resort  of  the  workmen,  under  control  of  the  com¬ 
pany." 

“Planters’  Bank”  Counterstamp 

Alternatively,  Puech,  Bein  &  Co. 


2236  (1811-17)  L-82B,  HT-125.  Planters  Bank,  New  Orleans.  Alterna¬ 
tively,  Puech,  Bein  &  Company,  same  city.  VF-30.  Rarity-6.  Silver 
cut  piece  of  eight  intended  to  be  a  quarter-part  or  two  bits  (250). 
The  obverse  counterstamp  is  script  PB  in  a  chain  circle  of  16  links. 
The  reverse  counterstamp  shows  an  eagle  in  the  center  with 
NOUVELLE  ORLEANS  around.  It  appears  that  this  may  be  on 
another  counterstamp  or  two,  not  enough  is  visible  to  tell  exactly 
what  they  might  be. 

James  Puech  and  John  D.  Bein  were  engaged  in'the  West  Indian  trade  and  also  at  one 
time  were  bankers.  The  punch  does  not  seem  to  be  so  much  a  mark  of  authenticity  or 
approval  but  instead,  an  effort  to  create  a  medium  of  exchange  for  commerce. 

Traditionally,  these  particular  “pieces  of  eight"  have  been  ascribed  to  Puech,  Bein,  as 
noted  above.  A  detailed  discussion  of  Puech,  Bein  can  be  found  in  Gregory  Brunk's 
American  and  Canadian  Countermarhed  Coins,  first  edition,  pp.  131-132. 

More  recently,  the  suggestion  has  been  given  that  the  Planters’  Bank,  New  Orleans, 
was  the  issuer,  such  institution  having  had  an  active  role  in  money  and  commerce  during 
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ihe  era.  ll  is  known  that  over  a  period  of  time  a  number  of  different  punches  were  made, 
indicating  widespread  use  and  a  fairly  extensive  issue.  Certainly,  these  are  among  the 
most  curious  pieces  of  numismatic  Americana  from  the  early  part  of  the  19th  century. 


2237  1835  L-92,  HT-353.  Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  New  York.  VF- 
20.  Rarity-1.  Medium  brown.  T  under  date. 

2238  (1837)  L-95,  HT-291 .  MERCHANTS  EXCHANGE.  New  York.  MS- 
63.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Red  and  brown. 

The  Merchants  Exchange  building  was  built  in  1827  and  destroyed  by  fire  in  1835, 
along  with  much  of  the  lower  business  district  of  Manhattan.  The  cataloguer  has  a  nice 
file  of  information  on  this  particular  conflagration,  and  some  interesting  illustrations, 
and  has  on  his  “to  do  someday  list”  a  monograph. 

2239  (1837)  L-98,  HT-294.  Merchants  Exchange.  New  York.  MS-62.  Rar¬ 
ity-1.  Copper.  Light  brown,  weakly  struck  at  centers. 

Depicted  is  the  new  version  of  the  Merchant’s  Exchange  with  domed  roof,  quite  unlike 
the  style  it  replaced. 

2240  1835  L-100,  HT-217.  WALSH’S  GENERAL  STORE. 

Lansingburgh,  New  York.  AU-50.  Rarity-1.  Rich  brown. 

Walsh  s  General  Store,  mentioned  on  the  token,  was  a  very  popular  local  gathering 
spot  for  more  than  30  years.  It  was  often  referred  to  as  Walsh  s  Museum  for  the  interest¬ 
ing  items  it  offered.  These  tokens  were  made  in  large  quantities  and  apparently  circu¬ 
lated  widely  in  the  1830s.  Walsh  was  a  prominent  figure  in  upstate  New  York,  and  was 
invited  by  Governor  DeWitt  Clinton  to  be  aboard  the  Seneca  during  the  opening  ceremo¬ 
nies  for  the  Erie  Canal,  and  was  given  a  special  medal  (dies  cut  by  C.C.  W'right)  for  his 
participation.  In  1839  Henry  Clay  stopped  by  and  was  an  overnight  guest  in  the  W'alsh 
home. 

2241  1837  L-107,  HT-219.  Henry  Anderson.  New  York.  MS-60.  Rarity-2. 
Copper.  Medium  brown  with  red  highlights. 

Anderson  claimed  to  be  the  largest  retailer  of  footwear  in  America.  Anderson  adver¬ 
tised  widely  and  was  well-known  in  his  time.  His  outlet  was  also  known  as  the  Mammoth 
Store. 

2242  1837  Type  of  L-107,  HT-219.  Henry  Anderson.  New  York.  VF-20. 
Rarity-2.  Brass.  This  variety  is  known  to  be  struck  in  copper. 

2243  1837  L-109,  HT-104.  Benedict  &  Burnham.  Waterbury,  Connecti¬ 
cut.  AU-55.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Attractive  red-brown  surfaces. 

This,  one  of  the  oldest  firms  in  the  business,  was  still  going  strong  early  in  the  present 
century.  Manufacturing  brass,  German  silver,  nickel,  etc.,  into  tubing,  wire,  stamped 
goods  and  various  metallic  products.  In  1887  they  supplied  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment  with  20,000  pounds  of  planchets  for  the  nickel  five-cent  piece. 

From  our  Boyd ,  Brand  and  Ryder  sale,  March  28-31,  1990,  Lot  379. 

2244  1837  L-l  14,  HT-249.  J.H.  Dayton.  New  York.  MS-63.  Rarity-2.  Cop¬ 
per.  Well  struck  with  rich  brown  surfaces. 

J.H.  Dayton  was  in  the  laundry  business  and  did  washing  for  ships,  hotels,  and  private 
families. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2247  1837/1864.  Hard  Times  token  mule.  MS-63.  Nickel.  The  rever  se 
is  the  type  of  L-l  16,  having  the  inscription  EAST  BOSTON  1837. 
The  obverse  is  that  of  a  Civil  War  token,  Fuld-146,  having  the  in¬ 
scription  RHODE  ISLAND  FIRST  IN  THE  FIELD  in  upper  and 
lower  case  letters.  The  variety  is  listed  as  variety  146/472  in 
George  Fuld’s  masterful  reference,  Patriotic  Civil  War  Tokens. 

Also  see  Lot  2390  in  the  present  sale  for  a  similar  piece.  This  is  an  ideal  opportunity  to 
use  our  One  Lot  Only  options  described  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  that  way  you  can 
bid  on  both  of  these  pieces  and  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than  one.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  you  bid  on  them  separately  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  owning  two  examples  of 
what  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  issues  bridging  the  Hard  Times  and 
Civil  War  token  eras. 


2248  1837  L-l  17,  HT-262.  Feuchtwanger’s  Composition.  Three  cents. 
New  York.  EF-40.  Rarity-3.  German  silver.  Well  struck  with  attrac¬ 
tive  surfaces. 

Dr.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger  was  certainly  one  of  the  most  talented  men  of  his  era.  His  pri¬ 
mary  emphasis  seems  to  have  been  with  his  so-called  Feuchtwanger’s  Composition,  an 
alloy  which  was  made  of  nickel,  copper,  tin,  and  other  metals,  sometimes  with  a  trace  of 
silver,  and  was  suggested  as  being  ideal  as  a  substitute  for  silver  He  petitioned  Congress, 
unsuccessfully,  to  use  his  metal  in  this  regard. 

From  1837  onward,  his  alloy  was  used  in  a  wide  variety  of  products  including  table¬ 
ware,  beer  spigots,  and  mechanical  contrivances. 

He  was  responsible  for  issuing  many  thousands  of  tokens,  most  of  which  were  of  the 
one-cent  denomination  and  are  described  below  as  Low-120,  but  also  including  die  rarer 
three-cent  value  as  offered  here. 

Feuchtwanger  is  also  remembered  as  a  pioneer  in  the  study  of  rare  gems  and  minerals, 
and  a  monograph  he  wrote  on  the  subject  in  1 838  is  highly  readable  today. 


2245  1837  L-l  16,  HT-172.  Maverick  Coaches.  East  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Net  VF-30,  sharpness  of  EF40.  Rarity-3.  German  silver.  Rich 
gray  surfaces,  with  a  few  scattered  marks. 

The  Maverick  Coaches,  or  East  Boston  Coaches,  ran  from  the  ferry  to  other  points  in 
the  area. 

2246  1837  L-l  16,  HT-172.  Maverick  Coaches.  East  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  VF-35.  Rarity-3.  German  silver.  Light  gray  surfaces. 


2249  1837  L-l  18,  HT-263.  Feuchtwanger’s  Composition.  Three  cents. 

New  York.  VF-20.  Rarity-5.  German  silver.  Light  gray  with  splashes 
of  darker  toning.  Split  planchet  at  6:00  to  under  right  leg  of  eagle. 
The  obverse  depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  rock  with  date  below. 
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2250  1837  L-120,  HT-268.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  New  York.  EF-40.  Rarity- 
4.  German  silver.  Dies  1-A.  Well  struck,  gray  surfaces. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  known  of  all  Hard  Times  tokens.  The  obverse  motif  depicts  an 
eagle  killing  a  snake,  quite  similar  to  the  motif  used  on  certain  Mexican  coinage,  but  ab¬ 
sent  a  cactus.  The  reverse  is  an  advertisement  for  Feuchtwanger's  alloy.  A  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  obverse  and  reverse  dies  were  made  up  and  exist  today  in  various  pairings,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  which  are  offered  below  in  the  present  catalogue.  The  circulation  of  these  must 
have  been  wide,  for  thousands  of  pieces  exist  today.  Homage  is  paid  by  the  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  which  illustrates  and  gives  a  brief  description  of  the  issue. 


2251  1837  L-120,  HT-268.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  New  York.  MS-60.  Rar¬ 
ity-5.  German  silver.  Dies  2-A.  Rich  gray  surfaces. 

2252  1837  L-120,  HT-268.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  New  York.  EF-40.  Rarity- 
3.  German  silver.  Dies  3-B.  Deep  gray. 

2253  1837  L-120,  HT-268.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  New  York.  AU-58.  Rarity- 
3.  German  silver.  Dies  3-E.  Olive  and  gold  surfaces  with  some  lus¬ 
tre. 

2254  1837  L-120,  HT-268.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  New  York.  EF-40.  Rar¬ 
ity-6.  German  silver.  Dies  3-G.  Light  gray. 

An  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

2255  1837  L-120,  HT-268.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  New  York.  EFAO.  Rarity- 
3.  German  silver.  Dies  4-E. 

2256  1837  L-120,  HT-268.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  New  York.  AU-58.  Rarity- 
2.  German  silver.  Dies  5-G.  Rich  gray. 

2257  1837  L-120,  HT-268.  Feuchtwanger  cent.  New  York.  AU-58.  Rarity- 
1.  German  silver.  Dies  6-G. 

2258  1837  L-122,  HT-283.  George  A.  Jarvis.  New  York.  MS-62.  Rarity-2. 
Copper.  Glossy  brown  surfaces. 

2259  1837  L-123,  HT-284.  George  A.  Jarvis.  New  York.  MS-60.  Rarity-1. 
Copper.  Rich  brown  with  red-brown  spots.  Die  alignment  same  as 
medal  turn. 

2260  1837  L-127,  HT-304.  Phalon’s  Hair  Cutting.  New  York.  AU-55. 
Rarity-2.  Copper.  Red-brown  surfaces. 

Edward  Phalon,  a  hairdresser  and  purveyor  of  various  lotions  and  cosmetic  potions, 
was  very  well  known  in  his  time.  He  had  several  locations  over  the  years  including  in  the 
prestigious  St.  Nicholas  Hotel.  In  1842  his  “Amazon  Toupee"  was  among  his  products. 
Like  many  other  manufacturers  and  distributors,  Phalon  received  recognition  from  the 
American  Institute  (see  comment  earlier  under  Lot  22.81). 

Phalon  advertised  extensively,  and  a  perusal  of  New  York  City  newspapers  during  the 
1830s  and  1840s  will  disclose  many  notices  concerning  him.  Some  of  his  preparations 
were  put  up  in  bottles  with  his  embossed  imprint,  not  particularly  easy  to  find  today,  but 
inexpensive  when  located.  As  is  the  case  with  so  many  Hard  Times  token  issuers,  Phalon 
would  make  an  interesting  subject  for  a  monograph. 


2261  1837  L-128,  HT-309.  R.E.  Russell.  New  York.  12-1/2*.  AU-50. 

Rarity-5.  German  silver.  Attractive  light  gray  surfaces. 

Neither  Low  nor  Rulau  gives  historical  information  concerning  Russell. 


2262  1837  L-129,  HT-169.  Roxbury  Coaches.  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
VF-35.  Rarity-3.  German  Silver. 

The  Roxbury  Coaches  were  drawn  by  four  horses  and  were  handsomely  painted.  They 
had  distinguishing  names  such  as  Regulator,  Conqueror,  and  Aurora.  The  coaches  carried 
16  to  20  people.  The  passengers  were  picked  up  and  dropped  off  at  the  Norfolk  House, 
a  famous  Roxbury  hotel.  The  line  continued  running  until  the  middle  of  the  1850s. 

2263  1837  L-132,  HT-195.  E.F.  Sise  &  Co.  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
AU-58.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Well  struck.  Glossy  black  surfaces,  very 
attractive. 

2264  1837  L-133,  HT-31 1.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New  York.  EF- 
45.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Red-brown  with  iridescent  toning.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  several  scratches  above  the  word  “ESTABLISHMENT.” 

Andrew  B.  Smith  owned  the  business  and  conducted  his  affairs  from  the  third  floor  of 
the  premises.  In  November  1838  the  business  name  changed  to  A.  B  Smith  &  Co.  and  in 
1841  it  was  known  as  Smith  &  Brothers. 

2265  1837  L-133A,  HT-31 1.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New  York. 
AU-50.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Attractive  red-brown  surfaces.  Die  align¬ 
ment  being  that  of  a  medal. 

2266  1837  L-135,  HT-314.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New  York.  AU- 
50.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Red-brown  with  dark  toning. 

2267  1837  L-136,  HT-31 5.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New  York.  EF- 
40.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Brown  with  a  patch  of  dark  toning  on  reverse 
at  center. 

2268  1837  L-138,  HT-31 7.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New  York.  MS- 
60.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Brown. 

2269  1837  Type  of  L-138,  HT-317.  Smith’s  Clock  Establishment.  New 
York.  EF-40.  Silvered  copper.  Attractive  surfaces. 


S.S.B.  Low- 139,  Rarity-6 


2270  1837  L-139,  HT-464.  S.S.B.  Unknown  location.  EF-40.  Rarity-6. 

Brass.  Dark  surfaces  with  some  brassy  highlights.  Well  struck. 

This  piece  is  a  mystery  wrapped  up  in  an  enigma.  It  bears  the  date  1837  and  is  thus 
ascribed  to  the  Hard  Times  token  series,  but  the  meaning  of  the  initials  S.S.B.  is  not 
known  today.  The  small  diameter— considerably  less  than  a  contemporary  copper  cent— 
indicates  it  was  not  meant  as  a  cent  substitute,  but,  instead,  as  a  token  or  check  of  some 
type. 


2271  1837  L-140,  HT-334.  Ezra  B.  Sweet.  New  York.  EF-40.  Rarity-3. 
Copper.  Dark  glossy  surfaces. 

Sweet  was  engaged  in  the  working  and  casting  of  metals,  and  advertised  on  his  tokens 
a  warehouse  with  stoves  and  kitchen  furniture,  as  well  as  tin  and  copper  roofing.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  but  not  advertised,  he  was  a  bell  founder. 

2272  1840  L-142,  HT-205.  Bergen  Iron  Works.  Lakewood,  NJ.  AU-58  to 
MS-60.  Rarity-2.  Brass.  Golden  orange  with  some  spotting  on  ob¬ 
verse. 

This  token  was  issued  by  an  iron  smelter  located  in  Bricksburg,  New  Jersey,  at  a  loca¬ 
tion  now  known  as  Lakewood.  The  facility  processed  low-grade  bog  ore  and  apparently 
flourished  until  better  lodes  were  found  and  developed  in  Pennsylvania. 
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2273  (1837)  F-148,  HT-204.  T.  Duseaman  (sic).  Belleville,  New  Jersey. 
EF-40.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Attractive  brown  surfaces.  Die  cracks  vis¬ 
ible  on  both  obverse  and  reverse. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  curious  of  all  Hard  Times  tokens,  and  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  study  in  itself.  The  die  seems  to  have  been  prepared  for  one  T.D.  Seaman,  of 
Belleville,  New  Jersey,  but  apparently  was  made  in  error  as  to  read  T.  DUSEAMAN  on 
the  reverse.  The  motifs  are  crudely  done  and  are  stylistically  die  linked  to  the  popular 
bouquet  sous  of  Canada,  made  at  the  same  factory  in  Belleville. 

Also  see  notes  under  Lot  2275,  2276,  and  2278  referring  to  the  manufacturer  of  these 
tokens. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2274  (1835-36)  L-149,  HT-413.  Philadelphia  Corporation.  VF-30.  Rar- 
ity-7.  German  silver.  50  Cents.  Cleaned  and  with  some  reverse 
scratches.  This  is  one  of  the  greatest  rarities  associated  with  the 
Hard  Times  token  series,  and  just  a  handful  of  pieces  are  known  to 
exist.  Indeed,  some  of  the  greatest  cabinets  to  cross  the  auction 
block  in  the  past  century  have  not  included  a  specimen  in  any 
grade. 

The  obverse  features  the  arms  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The 
reverse  has  the  denomination  50  CENTS  and  the  initials  F.  S.  in  a 
laurel  wreath.  The  significance  of  the  initials  is  not  known;  it  has 
been  conjectured,  however,  that  F.  S.  may  refer  to  the  metallic 
composition  of  the  piece:  “Feuchtwanger  silver."  However,  we  feel 
that  such  reasoning  is  a  “stretch,”  and  believe  that  the  answer  may 
be  something  else. 


50# 


Extremely  Rare  L-149 


J.  Gibbs  Low- 150  Rarity-5 


2275  (1841)  L-150,  HT-202.  J.  Gibbs.  Belleville,  New  Jersey.  VF-20. 
Rarity-5.  Copper.  Attractive  brown  surfaces  with  minor  marks  on 
reverse. 

Low  recounts  the  following: 

“John  Gibbs  was  the  senior  member,  if  not  the  founder,  of  the  firm  of  Gibbs,  Gardner 
&  Co.,  of  Belleville,  New  Jersey.  In  this  town  there  was,  as  early  as  1835,  a  manufactory 
for  making  and  rolling  sheet  brass,  conducted  by  a  concern  known  as  Stevens,  Thomas  & 
Fuller.  Mr.  Fuller  died  about  1840,  but  his  partners  continued  the  business,  adding  to  it 
that  of  making  the  dies  and  striking  minor  coins,  chiefly  or  entirely  in  copper,  for  Brazil, 
Liberia  and  Santo  Domingo,  and  tokens  and  store  cards  for  various  American  firms,  but 
the  latter  business  was  given  up  two  or  three  years  later.  Gibbs  was  born  in  Birmingham. 
England,  in  1809,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  father,  William.  He  was  earlier  lo¬ 
cated  at  Belleville,  where  he  procured  a  building  on  the  premises  occupied  by  Stevens, 
Thomas  &  Fuller,  and,  with  John  Gardner,  began  the  manufacture  of  brass  buttons,  pro- 
.  curing  his  'sheet  stock’  from  that  firm.  Their  industry  and  skill  brought  them  business, 
and  they  are  reputed  to  have  cut  numerous  dies  for  store  cards  and  tokens.  They  had  a 
large  forge  or  smithy  in  which  the  blacksmith  work  was  done,  and  in  addition  to  this  busi¬ 
ness,  Gibbs  owned  and  ran  a  line  of  stage  coaches  from  Belleville  to  Newark,  and  also  to 
New  York:  for  use  on  these  lines  he  struck  a  brass  token  which  reads  1.  GIBBS  (the  I 
standing  for  John);  it  is  very  rare.  He  moved  from  Belleville  to  New  York  in  1846,  where 
he  had  a  shop  on  Forsyth  Street;  in  1856  his  home  was  in  Williamsburgh,  then  a  separate 
municipality,  but  later  united  to  Brooklyn,  and  now  a  part  of  Greater  New  York.  While 
living  there  he  manufactured  shade  fixtures,  buckles,  lamp  burners,  etc.  He  was  an  inge¬ 
nious  mechanic,  and  when  a  resident  of  Belleville,  invented  a  spring  for  a  clock  which 
required  winding  but  once  a  year. 

“So  many  of  the  'Hard  Times  tokens’  came  from  Belleville  that  some  further  notes  on 
the  establishment  there  seem  desirable,  to  complete  the  history  of  these  pieces.  Belleville 
was  a  quiet  little  town  in  Essex  County,  New  Jersey,  on  the  Passaic  River,  three  miles 
from  Newark.  Here,  about  1830,  was  situated  the  factory  in  which  was  carried  on  the 
business-extensive  for  the  period  to  which  reference  is  made  above.  The  sheet  brass 
which  was  rolled  there  was  chiefly  designed  for  the  manufacture  of  buttons,  then  an  in¬ 
dispensable  part  of  the  attire  of  a  man  of  fashion,  and  used  to  adorn  the  gay  uniforms  of 
the  militia.  These  buttons  were  often  quite  elaborate  in  design,  and  were  struck  from 
dies,  many  of  which  showed  considerable  skill  and  taste  in  their  workmanship.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  skilled  labor  in  their  production  brought  to  this  country,  and  finally  to  this  vil¬ 
lage  of  Belleville,  Mr.  Stevens,— the  founder  of  the  concern  already  named,  if  I  am  rightly 
informed;  he  had  been  trained  in  England,  probably  at  Birmingham,  in  cutting  dies  and 
in  striking  buttons,  etc.;  and  with  him  came  as  his  partner  a  Mr.  Uffington,  who  is  said  to 
have  supplied  much  of  the  capital  for  the  business.  More  or  less  closely  allied  with  these 
gentleman  were  Gibbs  and  others. 

“In  the  course  of  time  the  establishment  came  to  be  currently  known  to  the  residents 
of  the  neighborhood  as  the  ‘Belleville  Mint.’  The  demand  for  a  metallic  currency  to  take 
the  place  of  the  ‘shinplaster’  soon  led  to  the  striking  of  store  cards,  tokens,  and  the  like, 
and  of  imitations  of  cents;  to  protect  their  makers  from  the  charge  of  counterfeiting  and 
the  danger  of  seizure,  or  from  the  facetious  whim  of  the  coiners,  these  pieces  were  in¬ 
scribed  ‘NOT  ONE  CENT.’  During  the  period  of  dearth  of  a  legitimate  minor  coinage 
such  issues  had  a  wide  circulation,  and  were  generally  accepted  without  objection  In 
addition  to  these  pieces,  the  'Belleville  Mint’  executed  numerous  orders  for  supplying 
minor  coins  for  Brazil  and  other  countries,  as  has  been  mentioned,  including  various 
tokens  for  circulation  in  Canada.  An  article  in  the  Newark  Sunday  Call,  under  date  of 
June  2,  1895,  gives  a  romantic  account  of  some  branches  of  this  business.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  United  States  laws  at  that  time  which  prevented  such  a  coinage,  and  even 
now  it  is  well  known  that  private  firms  occasionally  enter  upon  contracts  to  strike  coins 
for  foreign  governments  which  have  no  mints  of  their  own,  and  without  objection.  Some 
of  the  Belleville  issues,  however,  if  the  account  just  quoted  is  to  be  accepted,  were  or¬ 
dered  by  irresponsible  parties  for  their  private  ends,  with  the  intention  of  exporting 
them,  putting  them  into  circulation,  and  receiving  whatever  profit  might  accrue  from  the 
enterprise,  and  this  practice  is  said  to  have  led  to  complaints  which  finally  resulted  in 
putting  a  stop  to  this  business.  The  fashion  of  store  cards,  like  that  for  wearing  brass  but¬ 
tons  on  the  coat  or  vest,  passed  away  and  with  its  departure  the  Belleville  concern  ceased 
to  do  any  further  coining." 
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2276  (1837-40)  L-151,  HT-272.  W.  Gibbs,  AGRICULTUREIST  (sic). 
New  York.  VF-25.  Rarity-6.  Copper.  Attractive  brown  surfaces  with 
minor  marks  on  reverse. 

Low  had  this  to  say  about  the  “agricultureist”  whose  name  appears  on  the  piece: 

"William  Gibbs  was  the  father  ofjohn  Gibbs,  of  Belleville,  New  Jersey,  by  whom  as  has 
been  stated  above,  the  dies  for  this  token  were  engraved  and  the  pieces  were  struck, 
probably  about  1837  to  1840,  when  the  contest  as  to  the  construction  to  be  given  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  still  a  vital  issue  between  the  leaders  of  the  two 
great  national  parties.  The  elder  Gibbs  was  a  resident  of  New  York  City;  his  house  was  on 
what  is  now  Fifth  Avenue  and  71st  Street,  where  he  cultivated  a  large  flower  and  veg¬ 
etable  garden,  certainly  as  early  as  1846,  and  probably  several  years  previously,  following 
his  arrival  from  England,  whence  he  came  to  this  country  to  the  emblems  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain,  which  perhaps  commended  its  use  to  the  Canadians  on  the  well-known  ‘Sou  series.’ 
His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  New  York  directories,  for  at  that  time  his  home  was 
outside  what  were  considered  the  city  limits." 

2277  (1837)  L-154,  HT-306.  Abraham  Riker.  New  York.  EF-45.  Rarity-3. 
Copper.  Light  brown. 


Celebrated  L-155  Rarity 

Choice  AU 


2278  (1837)  L-155,  HT-204B.  T.  D.  Seaman.  Belleville,  New  Jersey.  AU- 
55.  Rarity-5.  Copper.  Well  struck  with  rich  brown  surfaces.  Scarce 
in  all  grades  and  especially  desirable  this  nicely  preserved. 

T.  D.  Seaman  was  a  butcher  and  restaurateur  in  Belleville,  New  Jersey  in  the  late  1830s 
and  is  believed  to  be  the  same  person  as  Tobias  D.  Seaman,  who  kept  the  Mechanics’ 
Hotel  at  188  Broad  Street,  Newark,  New  Jersey,  circa  1845-1850  and  in  1851  the  same 
city,  the  South  Ward  Hotel  at  398  Broad  Street. 

The  reverse  emblem  is  that  of  the  famous  bouquet  sou  issues  which  circulated  so 
widely  in  Canada  during  the  era,  and  which  have  been  studied  and  admired  by  genera¬ 
tions  of  Canadian  numismatists.  Also  see  related  notes  under  Lot  2273. 


2282  (1840)  L-172,  HT-75A.  Martin  Van  Buren.  AU-50.  Rarity-3.  Brass. 
Holed  at  top  as  usual.  Olive  toning. 


Low- 175  Rarity-5 


2283  1835  L-175,  HT-433.  Gustin  8c  Blake.  Chelsea,  Vermont.  VF-30. 
Rarity-5.  Copper.  The  date  1835  boldly  appears  on  the  bottom  of 
the  tea  pot.  The  variety  is  made  distinctive  with  the  hand-carved 
appearance  of  the  letters  in  the  inscriptions. 

The  partnership  was  composed  of  Sebre  Gustin  and  Amos  S.  Blake.  Sometime  after 
this  token  was  struck,  Blake  moved  to  Waterbury  Connecticut.  Gustin  remained  in 
Chelsea  and  was  a  hardware  merchant  and  dentist  till  his  death,  September  7,  1883. 

Only  two  companies  in  Vermont  are  credited  with  the  issuance  of  Hard  Times  tokens; 
the  other  company  was  C.C.  Clark  of  Windsor,  Vermont. 

From  our  Roy  H arte  sale,  March  27,  1981,  Lot  1236. 


2284  1835  L-176,  HT-434.  Gustin  8c  Blake.  Chelsea,  Vermont.  F-12  to 
VF-20.  Rarity-5.  Copper.  From  the  same  dies  as  the  piece  in  the 
preceding  lot,  but  now  with  many  of  the  design  features  somewhat 
faded  because  of  die  wear.  About  equal  in  rarity  to  L-175  offered 
above. 

From  our  Roy  Harte  sale,  March  27,  1981  Lot  2272. 


2279  ( 1835)  L-156,  HT-366.  N.  Starbuck  8c  Son.  New  York.  VF-20.  Rar- 
ity-6.  Copper.  Medium  brown. 

The  dies  are  very  naive  and  were  probably  cut  by  the  same  engraver  that  produced  the 
Bucklin  issues  for  distribution  in  the  same  city. 

2280  (1835)  L-163,  HT-201.  Howell  Works  Garden.  Allaire,  New  Jersey. 
VF-20.  Rarity-3.  Copper.  Red-brown  surfaces. 

See  historical  note  under  Lot  2235,  to  which  this  is  related,  although  of  a  different 
design  and  format.  Pieces  such  as  this  point  out  the  inadequacy  of  Lyman  H.  Low’s  add¬ 
on  numbering  system.  Apparently,  L- 1 63  was  not  known  to  Low  when  he  first  described 
his  L-81.  Today,  both  have  been  brought  together  in  proximity  by  Russ  Rulau  who  desig¬ 
nates  them  as  HT-200  and  201,  respectively. 

2281  (1833)  L-171,  HT-70A.  I  TAKE  THE  RESPONSIBILITY.  MS-63. 
Rarity-3.  Gilt-copper.  Brilliant  surfaces,  with  a  few  light  scratches 
noted  for  accuracy  sake. 


2285  1840  L-180A,  HT-205A.  Bergen  Iron  Works.  Lakewood,  Newjer- 
sey.  VF-30.  Rarity  A.  Copper.  Fields  are  dark  while  the  devices  dis¬ 
play  rich  red-brown. 

2286  1840  H83,  HT-77A.  Martin  Van  Buren.  F-12.  Rarity-6.  Brass,  oxi¬ 
dized  surfaces.  Holed  at  top  as  usual.  A  political  token,  not  a  coin¬ 
age  substitute. 

2287  (1840)  L-192,  HT-79.  Henry  Clay.  AU-55.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Lus¬ 
trous  brown  surfaces. 

Clay  was  well  known  in  National  Democratic  and  Whig  circles  and  was  nominated  for 
the  presidency  in  1824,  1834,  and  1844,  but  never  succeeded.  He  was  the  butt  of  a  jibe 
when  he  is  said  to  have  stated,  “I  would  rather  be  right  than  be  president,”  and  an  oppo¬ 
nent  rejoined,  “You  will  never  be  either.” 

2288  (1840)  L-193,  HT-79A.  Henry  Clay.  AU-50.  Rarity-3.  Brass.  Well 
struck  with  olive  toning. 
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Low-207  Rarity-7 


2289  (1835-38)  U207,  HT-227.  Bale  &  Smith.  New  York.  VF-20.  Rarity- 

7.  Copper.  Well-struck  black  surfaces  with  minor  rim  flaw  at  1 1:00 
on  obverse. 

Bale  and  Smith,  die  sinkers  and  medallists,  were  located  at  68  Nassau  Street,  from 
1835  to  1838.  Such  dates  are  typically  taken  from  city  directories  and  sometimes  repre¬ 
sent  stale  listings.  However,  they  give  a  general  indication  of  time  of  activity. 


Low-241,  Rarity-6 


2293  (1834-35)  L-241,  HT-248.  Day,  Newell  8c  Day.  New  York.  AU-58 
to  MS-60.  Rarity-6.  German  Silver.  Well  struck  with  light  gray 
toning. 

Day,  Newell  &  Day  were  locksmiths  located  at  589  Broadway  during  1834  to  1835. 


2290  (1838-39)  HT-213.  W.  A.  Thomson.  Buffalo,  New  York.  EF-40.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  Copper.  Attractive  brown  surfaces. 

William  A.  Thomson,  started  out  as  a  clerk  for  the  Patterson  Brothers  Hardware.  In 
1839  he  was  listed  at  9  Webster  Block,  Hardware  and  Cutlery. 


2294  (1836-38)  L-245,  HT-258.  Doremus,  Suydam  &  Nixon.  New  York. 
AU-58.  Rarity-4.  Brass.  Golden-red  surfaces. 

The  partnership  of  Thomas  C.  Doremus,  Rynier  Suydam  and  John  M.  Nixon,  was  one 
of  several  businesses  in  which  Suydam  was  involved,  and  which  his  name  appeared.  The 
firm  was  an  important  supplier  to  ships  calling  at  the  port  of  New  York. 


2291  (1832-33)  L-220,  HT-235.  J  &  L.  Brewster.  New  York,  New  York  & 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  MS-60.  Rarity-6.  Gilt-copper.  Golden 
surfaces  with  a  hint  of  red-brown  toning. 

The  firm  was  a  manufacturer  and  seller  of  hats  and  caps.  The  two  locations  suggested 
that  frequent  contact  was  maintained  by  ship,  as  New  York  was  the  most  important  east¬ 
ern  seaboard  port  at  the  time,  while  New  Orleans  was  the  leading  harbor  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  (overland  travel  was  very  primitive  at  the  time,  and  the  sea  was  nearly  always  used 
for  shipping  purposes). 


2295  (1844-49)  Type  of  L-245,  HT-258.  Doremus,  Suydam  &  Nixon. 
New  York.  AU-55.  Rarity4.  Gilt-copper.  Most  of  the  gilt  has  worn 
off  it,  visible  only  in  the  protected  areas. 


2296  ( 1 844-46)  L-245,  HT-259A.  Doremus,  Suydam  &  Nixon.  New  York. 
AU-58.  Rarity-3.  Brass.  Olive  toning  in  fields. 


2292  (1828-31)  L-226,  Rulau-NY139.  David  C.  Buchan.  New  York.  AU- 
50.  Rarity-6.  Brass.  Deep  olive  toning  in  fields. 

David  C.  Buchan,  chair  maker,  in  1825-27  was  listed  at  80  No.  Moore  Street  corner 
Greenwich  which,  as  Russ  Rulau  points  out,  appears  to  be  the  same  location  as,  364 
Greenwich,  corner  No.  Moore,  which  was  listed  during  1828  to  1841. 


2297  (1835-37)  L-251,  HT-275.  Hallock  &  Bates.  New  York.  AU-58.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  Brass.  Golden  brown. 

2298  (1838-40)  L-253,  HT-277.  Hallock,  Dolson  &  Bates.  New  York.  AU- 
50.  Brass.  Gold  and  red  surfaces. 

2299  (1837-38).  L-255,  HT-278.  Dr.  J.  G.  Hewett.  New  York.  VF-35.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  Copper  thick  planchet.  Brown. 

Dr.  Hewett,  who  advertised  his  trade  as  a  “bone  setter,”  was  located  at  68  Prince  Street, 
New  York  City  in  1837-1838.  By  1850  he  had  relocated  to  100  Spring  Street  in  the  same 
city. 

2300  (1836-37)  L-259,  HT-285.  Wm.  G.  Jones.  New  York.  VG-8/AG-3. 
Rarity-8.  Copper.  Surfaces  are  dark  and  nearly  smooth. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  October  17,  1989,  Lot  502. 


2301  (1836-37)  L-260,  HT-285A.  William  G.  Jones.  New  York.  MS-60. 
Rarity-6.  Brass.  Reflective  surfaces  with  brown  toning  at  lettering, 
giving  a  shadow  effect. 
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2302 


2303 


2304 


2305 

2306 

2307 

2308 

2309 


2310 


2311 


(1834-35)  L-261  HT-286.  H.  Law.  New  York.  AU-58.  Rarity-2.  Cop¬ 
per.  Rotated  die.  Lustrous  brown  with  weakness  of  strike  at  rims. 
Light  scratches  on  reverse. 

H.  Law  was  a  baker  located  at  187  Canal  Street  during  1834  to  1835  only. 

(1830-34)  L-265,  HT-163.  William  H.  Milton.  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  MS-60.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Brown  with  splashes  of  mint  red. 

Milton’s  store  is  pictured  in  Bartlett’s  Views  of  America  published  in  England  in  1837. 
His  store  was  at  the  left  front  of  Fanueil  Hall  on  the  first  floor,  a  location  that  is  right  in 
the  middle  of  a  very  popular  tourist  spot  with  visitors  to  Boston  today,  1996. 


1825  L-269,  HT-303.  Peale’s  Museum.  New  York.  EF-40.  Rarity-5. 
Copper.  Light  brown  surfaces  with  a  few  minor  scratches  on  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse. 

Rubens  Peale— member  of  a  famous  Philadelphia  family  which  included  Franklin 
Peale,  long  associated  with  the  Philadelphia  Mint— established  Peale's  Museum  in  New 
York  in  1825  at  252  Broadway,  downtown,  opposite  City  Hall.  In  keeping  with  other 
museums  of  the  era,  Peale’s  offered  a  wide  variety  of  attractions  including  art,  lectures 
and  lyceums,  historical  artifacts,  and  natural  curiosities. 


(1835)  L-271,  HT-363.  Non-upset  reverse.  J.  &  C.  Peck.  Troy,  New 
York.  AU-50.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Brown  with  iridescent  highlights. 

(1835)  L-271,  HT-363.  Upset  reverse.  EF-45,  brown. 

(1832-35)  L-273,  HT-307.  Robert  B.  Ruggles.  New  York.  AU-50. 
Rarity-1.  Copper.  Brown. 

(1832-35)  L-273A,  HT-307A.  Robert  B.  Ruggles.  New  York.  EF-45. 
Rarity-3.  Copper.  Brown  surfaces  with  a  few  light  scratches  on  the 
reverse. 

(1835-38)  L-274,  HT-308.  Robert  B.  Ruggles.  New  York.  AU-50. 
Rarity-2.  Copper.  Rich  brown. 


(1835-38)  Type  of  L-274A,  HT-308A.  Robert  B.  Ruggles.  New 
York.  EF-40.  Very  rare.  Copper,  thin  planchet.  Reeded  edge  with 
denticles  at  borders.  Brown. 


(1835-38)  Type  of  L-274A,  HT-308B.  Robert  B.  Ruggles.  New 
York.  VF-30.  Rarity-7.  Copper,  small  thin  planchet.  Brown  with 
mauve  highlights  at  centers.  Diagonal  reeding  with  denticles  at 
borders. 


2312  (1832-44)  L-275,  HT-441.  Beck’s  Public  Bath.  Richmond,  Vir¬ 
ginia.  AU-58  to  MS-60.  Rarity-3.  Copper.  Reflective  surfaces  in 
rich  brown  with  darker  toning  in  some  areas. 

Charles  Beck  was  the  owner  of  a  public  bath  on  the  south  side  of  Main  Street  between 
13th  and  14th  street.  Tax  records  show  that  it  was  active  through  the  year  1844.  The 
nude  female  was  definitely  a  risque  design  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  19th  century. 

During  the  time  period  under  discussion,  the  very  idea  of  bathing  was  an  anathema  to 
many  American  citizens,  possibly  even  the  majority  of  them.  A  contributor  to  The  Water- 
Cure  Journal  stated  that  he  took  a  bath  once  a  week  during  the  summer  and  wondered  if 
he  was  overdoing  it.  Many  others  bathed  once  a  month  in  the  summer  and  not  at  all  in 
the  winter.  Certain  medical  authorities  at  the  time  stated  that  baths  were  harmful,  and  to 
maintain  cleanliness  the  best  thing  to  do  was  to  keep  soft  flannels  next  to  the  skin.  Beck 
maintained  a  public  bath  which  permitted  full  immersion.  Most  baths  were  apt  to  consist 
of  washing  by  hand  using  a  coarse  towel  and  a  bowl  of  warm  water. 


2313  (1836)  L-279A,  HT-318A.  Squire  &  Merritt.  New  York.  AU-50.  Rar- 
ity-4.  Copper,  thin  planchet.  Variety  1-A.  Light  brown. 

Lewis  L  Squire  &  Jacob  T.  Merritt,  ship  chandlers,  were  at  175  South  Street  Corner 
Roosevelt,  from  1831  to  1837. 


2314  (1836)  L-279B,  HT-319.  Squire  &  Merritt.  New  York.  VF-35.  Rar- 
ity-7.  Copper,  thick  planchet.  Variety  1-A.  Light  brown.  Reverse 
planchet  flaws. 


2315  (1836)  L-283B,  HT-325.  Squire  &  Merritt.  New  York.  EF-40.  Rarity- 
4.  Copper,  thin  planchet.  Variety  3-B.  Light  brown.  Pleasing 
brown  surfaces. 

2316  ( 1835)  L-284,  HT-368.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son.  Troy,  New  York.  EF-40. 
Rarity-2.  Copper.  Weakly  struck  with  medium  brown  surfaces. 

This  token  reflects  the  business  of  Nathaniel  and  Charles  Starbuck,  who  in  1818  set  up 
a  factory  to  make  iron  plows.  Ephraim  Gurley  joined  the  business  in  April  1821,  after 
which  the  outfit  was  known  as  Starbuck  &  Gurley.  By  1830  it  was  known  as  N.  Starbuck  & 
Son,  Troy  Air  Furnace.  As  seems  to  be  the  norm  for  Troy-issued  copper  tokens  of  this 
era,  the  dies  were  very  crudely  executed,  thereby  giving  them  a  par  ticular  numismatic 
interest  today. 


2317  (1831-34)  L-285,  HT-332.  H.  Suydam  &  William  Boyd.  187  Pearl 
Street,  New  York.  AU-55.  Rarity-5.  Brass  thin  planchet.  Bright  yel¬ 
low  and  orange. 

From  our  Saccone  sale,  November  6-8,  1989,  Lot  3172. 


2318  (1834-37)  1^286,  HT-333.  H.  Suydam  &  William  Boyd.  157  Pearl 
Street,  New  York.  AU-58.  Rarity-5.  Brass  thick  planchet.  Bright 
golden  yellow. 

From  our  Saccone  sale,  November  6-8,  1989,  Lot  3173. 
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2319 

2320 

2321 

2322 

2323 

2324 

2325 


2326 


2327 


2328 


(1835-37)  L-287,  HT-336  Van  Nostrand  8c  Dwight.  New  York.  EF- 
45.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Attractive  brown  surfaces. 

Book  publishers  at  146  Nassau  Street,  1835-1837. 


(1835)  L-291,  HT-102.  Fobes  8c  Barlow.  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
AU-58  to  MS-60.  Rarity-2.  Copper.  Mainly  brown  with  a  hint  of 
red. 

(1837)  L-293,  HT-440.  S.N.  Botsford.  Norfolk,  Virginia.  EF-40. 
Rarity-3.  Copper.  Rich  olive  toning. 

(1825-32)  L-295,  Rulau-NY288.  Green  8c  Wetmore.  New  York.  EF- 
40.  Rarity-5.  Brass.  Mostly  olive  with  splashes  of  black. 

The  firm  was  composed  of  William  Green  Jr.,  A.R.  Wetmore,  and  D.W.  Wetmore,  and 
apparently  flourished  in  the  late  1820s  and  early  1830s.  The  partnership  dealt  in  a  hard¬ 
ware  and  iron  store. 


(1825-32)  L-295 A,  Rulau-NY289A.  Green  &  Wetmore.  New  York. 
AU-50.  Rarity-6.  Silvered  brass.  Olive  with  silver  in  protected  areas. 

(1825-32)  L-296,  Rulau-NY289.  Green  8c  Wetmore.  New  York.  EF- 
35.  Rarity-6.  Silvered  brass.  Deep  rich  olive. 

(1835)  L-305,  HT-101.  Davenport.  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  AU- 
50.  Rarity-3.  Copper.  Brown. 

The  firm  traded  in  combs,  perfumes,  toys,  sewing  goods,  and  related  items,  as  adver¬ 
tised  on  the  token. 


(1831-33)  L-307A,  Rulau-NY212.  Doremus,  Suydam  8c  Nixon. 
New  York.  AU-58.  Rarity-7.  Brass.  Attractive  surfaces  with  golden 
red  toning. 

Various  tokens  issued  by  and  related  to  this  firm  exist  in  numerous  varieties  and  were 
produced  over  a  period  of  a  couple  decades. 


(1832-33)  L-310,  HT-253.  Doremus,  Suydam  8c  Nixon.  New  York. 
VF-35.  Rarity-5.  Copper.  Rich  brown  surfaces. 


lHk»  v 

KA2S  ST 

SstewcniBASiWJ 

of 

Mi 


(1830s)  L-312,  HT-375.  P.  Evens.  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  MS-62.  Rar¬ 
ity-6.  German  silver.  Well  struck  with  attractive  surfaces.  Robert 
Vlack  believes  this  to  be  the  very  finest  known  example. 

Evans  was  a  draper  and  tailor  located  at  149  Main  Street,  Cincinnati,  and  on  his  token 
advertised  explicitly:  “KEEPS  ON  HAND  A  CHOICE  SELECTION  OF  FINE  GOODS  IN 
HIS  LINE.”  Located  fairly  close  to  the  Ohio  River,  no  doubt  he  had  as  part  of  his  trade 
the  steamers  which  called  not  far  away. 


2329  (1830s)  L-313,  HT-376.  P.  Evens.  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  MS-62.  Rar¬ 
ity-7.  Gilt-copper.  Lustrous  surfaces. 

A  variation  of  the  above,  this  bearing  the  signature  BALE  NY,  reflective  of  the  en 
graver,  and  indicating  that  at  this  early  date  Evans  reached  out  to  New  York  Citv,  several 
hundred  miles  away,  for  his  token  supply  (within  a  short  time  Cincinnati  would  itself  be¬ 
come  a  major  token  manufacturing  center). 

2330  (1829-33)  L-314,  HT-162.  Farnsworth,  Phipps  &  Co.  Boston,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  VF-35.  Rarity-3.  Copper.  Attractive  red-brown  surfaces. 

Farnsworth,  Phipps  &  Co.  was  located  at  No.  85  Kilby  Street,  Boston,  and  traded  in 
“BRITISH  FRENCH/INDIA  AND  AMERICAN/DRY  GOODS"  per  the  inscription.  The 
dies  were  by  Wright  and  Bale,  New  York  City,  and  are  signed  “W  &  B/NY.”  A  principal 
of  the  firm  was  Charles  Cushing  Wright,  who  was  probably  the  most  accomplished  die 
sinker  in  America  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  19th  century. 


Rare  Henderson  Token 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2331  (1829-33)  L-317,  Rulau-NY1017.  Henderson  8c  Lossing,  New 
York.  AU-58.  High  Rarity-6.  Copper.  Smooth  brown  surfaces. 
Signed  W  8c  B. 

This  token  is  very  important  on  several  counts.  First,  it  depicts  the  portrait  of  Washing¬ 
ton  on  the  obverse  thus  broadening  its  appeal  to  include  collectors  of  W'ashingtonia  Sec¬ 
ond,  it  is  one  of  relatively  few  attributed  Merchant’s  cards  dated  prior  to  the  Hard  Times 
era.  Third,  the  engraving  firm  of  Wright  8c  Bale,  New  York  City,  was  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  of  its  era,  incorporating  as  it  did  the  famed  artist  and  engraver  Charles 
Cushing  Wright. 

The  token  advertises  the  business  of  Henderson  &  Lossing,  makers  and  dealers  in 
clocks,  watches,  and  jewelry.  In  1835  one  of  the  principals,  Benson  J.  Lossing.  left  that 
trade  to  study  literature  and  art.  Later  he  went  on  to  become  a  famous  historian  whose 
works  are  still  widely  cited  today. 


2332  (1840s)  L-319,  HT-380.  A.  Loomis.  Cleveland,  Ohio.  EF-45.  Rarity- 
6.  Copper.  1 1  stars.  Glossy  brown  surfaces. 

2333  ( 1 840s)  L-320,  HT-38 1 .  A.  Loomis.  Cleveland,  Ohio.  VF-35.  Rarity 
5.  Copper.  6  stars.  Rich  brown  surfaces. 
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2334  (1840s)  L-320B,  HT-381B.  A.  Loomis.  Cleveland,  Ohio.  VF-15. 
Rarity-8.  Copper.  6  stars.  Uneven  reeding  on  edge.  Dark  oxidized 
surfaces. 

From  Stack’s  sale,  October  17,1989,  Lot  557. 

2335  (1837)  L-321,  HT-295.  James  G.  Moffet.  New  York.  AU-55.  Rarity- 
2.  Copper.  Medium  brown. 

This  token,  large  cent  size,  was  probably  made  in  New  York  City  and  was  issued  by 
James  G.  Moffet,  brass  founder  at  121  Prince  Street.  The  last  word  is  incorrecdy  abbrevi¬ 
ated  as  “STt.”  The  central  motif  of  the  obverse  is  a  perched  eagle  as  copied  from  contem¬ 
porary  American  silver  coinage.  The  reverse  delineates  the  issuer’s  specialty:  SHEET 
AND  PLATERS  BRASS/BRASS  COUNTER  RAILING/GOLD  S1LVER/&  GERMAN 
SILVER/ROLLED  TO  ORDER. 

The  token  displays  two  notable  die  cutting  blunders  in  the  inscription  E  PLURIBUS 
UNUM  above  the  eagle:  the  S  and  N  are  backward. 

2336  (1837)  L-323,  HT-297.  James  G.  Moffet.  New  York.  AU-58.  Rarity- 
2.  Copper.  Medium  brown  with  dark  streaks. 

2337  (1835)  L-328,  HT-171.  Alfred  D.  Willard.  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
MS-62.  Rarity-1.  Copper.  Brown  with  iridescent  toning. 


2338  (1832-33)  L-332,  Rulau  NY-1002,  earlier  listed  as  HT-342.  Wright 
&  Bale.  New  York.  AU-55.  Rarity-5.  Copper.  Somewhat  reflective 
red-brown  surfaces. 

This  piece  prompts  your  cataloguer  to  suggest  that  another  needed  item  in  the  corpus 
of  American  numismatic  literature  is  a  guide  to  18th  and  19th-century  American  die 
sinkers  and  engravers.  What  appears  on  the  subject  is  in  widely  scattered  locations. 

2339  (1830s)  L-348,  HT-210.  N.  Safford.  Albany,  New  York.  VF-35.  Rar¬ 
ity-4.  Copper.  Light  brown. 

This  is  the  card  of  N.  Safford  of  280  North  Market  Street,  Albany,  who  operated  the 
Temperance  House.  At  the  time,  temperance  was  one  of  the  popular  American  move¬ 
ments,  and  someone  offering  overnight  accommodations  for  temperance  advocates  was 
apt  to  draw  a  special  trade,  much  as  someone  offering  “no  smoking”  accommodations  a 
decade  ago  (before  the  idea  caught  on)  would  have  been  popular  in  our  own  time,  at 
least  to  a  certain  percentage  of  potential  patrons. 

2340  (1830s)  Type  of  L-348,  HT-210.  N.  Safford.  Albany,  New  York.  VF- 
35.  Rarity-8.  Silvered-copper.  Bright  lavender  and  blue  toning. 

2341  (1841-43)  L-356,  HT-419.  Spering,  Good  &  Co.  Philadelphia.  AU- 
50.  Rarity-6.  Brass.  Lustrous  and  attractive. 

Quite  possibly  a  rarity  at  the  AU  level,  as  Russell  Rulau  lists  higher  grades  but  illus¬ 
trates  what  seems  to  be  a  well-worn  piece,  say  at  the  VF  level.  Spering,  Good  &  Co.  was  a 
dealer  in  dry  goods. 

From  our  Julian  Leidman  Collection  offering,  April  12,  1986,  Lot 
4608. 


2342  (1835-38)  L-370,  HT-298.  New  York  &  Harlaem  Railroad  Co. 
New  York.  EF-45.  Rarity-6.  German  silver.  Gray  and  golden  ton¬ 
ing. 

Such  tokens  were  once  common  in  Manhattan  and  were  used  as  fares  aboard  this  early 
railroad  which  serviced  the  city.  Around  the  turn  of  the  century  these  tokens  were  avidly 
collected  by  numismatists,  but  in  recent  times  they  seemed  to  have  been  somewhat  over¬ 
looked.  Curiously,  they  occur  with  varieties  of  counterstamps  (see  following  lot)  among 
which  are  found  a  dog,  a  leaf,  and  a  rosette.  Quite  possibly  these  stamps  had  something 
to  do  with  how  the  tokens  were  issued  or  used— perhaps  indicating  certain  stops  on  the 
line,  tokens  good  for  more  than  one  ride,  or  whatever— much  as  early  trolley  car  conduc¬ 
tors  had  ticket  punches  that  cut  outlines  in  different  shapes. 


2343  (1835-38)  L-371,  HT-299.  New  York  &  Harlaem  Railroad  Co. 
New  York.  AU-50.  Rarity-6.  German  silver.  Counterstamp  rosette 
at  center  of  reverse.  Medium  gray  with  mottled  toning. 

2344  (1835)  L-384A,  HT421A.  James  Watson.  Philadelphia.  EF-45.  Rar- 
ity-5.  Gilt-brass. 

Watson  was  a  importer  and  dealer  in  hardware  and  cudery. 

2345  (1837)  Type  of  L-384,  HT-421.  James  Watson.  Philadelphia.  Net  F- 
12,  sharpness  of  VF-30.  Rarity-5.  Gilt-copper.  Mosdy  brown  with 
gilt  visible  in  protected  areas. 

2346  (1837)  L-385,  HT-411.  Hooper,  Martin  &  Smith.  Philadelphia.  Net 
VF-35,  but  sharpness  of  AU-50,  scratches.  Rarity-4.  Brass.  Mosdy 
yellow-brown. 

The  partnership  dealt  in  hardware  and  cudery  and  issued  a  token  that  seems  to  be  re¬ 
lated  stylistically  and  commercially  to  the  Watson  issues. 

2347  (1837)  L-386,  HT-417.  Smith  &  Brothers.  Philadelphia.  AU-50. 
Rarity-4.  Brass.  Attractive  tan  surfaces. 

The  token  advertises  hardware  and  cutlery  and  is  related  to  the  preceding  two  listings. 
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2348  (1848-58)  L-387,  HT-215.  L.  Robinson,  fabricator  of  rifle  trim¬ 
mings  and  maker  of  magnets.  Chittenango,  New  York.  VF-35.  Rar¬ 
ity-5.  Copper.  Planchet  crack  1:00  to  just  shy  of  center.  Dark  sur¬ 
faces. 


2355  (1837)  L-404,  HT-402.  Buehlers  8c  Smith.  Philadelphia.  AU-58 
Rarity-6.  Gilt-copper.  Mostly  golden  with  some  darker  toning  in 
fields.  A  few  minor  scratches  on  reverse  above  H  in  “HEAVY." 


n  GUNNERY 


2349  (1848-58)  U389,  HT-215B.  L.  Robinson.  Chittenango,  New  York. 
MS-60.  Rarity-8.  White  metal.  Semi-reflective  surfaces.  Quite 
scarce  in  copper,  but  exceedingly  rare  in  white  metal.  Quite  possi¬ 
bly  made  as  a  trial  piece  rather  than  as  a  circulating  issue.  A  major 
opportunity  for  the  specialist. 


2350  (1832-34)  L-392,  HT-337.  C.H.  Webb.  New  York.  AU-50.  Rarity-3. 
Copper.  Red-brown. 

C.H.  Webb  operated  the  Congress  Hall  Hotel  as  advertised  on  the  token,  a  caravan¬ 
sary  located  at  142  Broadway  in  1833.  Presumably,  the  place  was  not  a  watering  hole  for 
high  society,  for  relatively  little  mention  of  it  has  been  encountered  in  contemporary  ac¬ 
counts. 


2351  (1832-34)  L-3^2A,  HT-337A.  C.H.  Webb.  New  York.  EF-40.  Rarity- 
3.  Brass.  Attractive  surfaces. 

2352  (1832-34)  L-392B,  HT-338.  C.H.  Webb.  New  York.  EF-45.  Rarity-3. 
Copper.  Brown. 

2353  (1836)  LH00E,  HT-140.  Houck’s  Panacea  Baltimore  counterstamp 
on  an  1832  capped  bust  half  dollar,  Overton-106.  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land.  VF-35.  RarityT.  Steel  gray  surfaces.  Counterstamp  is  in  front 
of  Miss  Liberty’s  face. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2354  (1840-42)  L-403A,  HT-147A.  Randall  &  Co.  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
AU-58.  Rarity-5.  German  Silver.  Olive  toning  on  reverse. 

Randall  dispensed  mineral  water  at  the  City  Hotel  in  Baltimore,  the  same  apparently 
being  located  at  Monument  Square.  The  monument  in  question  is  one  honoring  Presi¬ 
dent  George  Washington,  which  gave  Baltimore  a  name  sometimes  seen  today,  “Monu¬ 
mental  City."  The  shrine  still  stands  today,  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  is  one  of  the 
relatively  few  19th-century  memorials  to  Washington  still  in  its  original  form. 


Merchant  tokens 

2356  1849  Miller-Mdl25.  AU-50.  1849  Pyfer  8c  Co.  Brass.  Reeded  edge. 
The  obverse  and  reverse  designs  are  similar  to  those  of  the  con¬ 
temporary  U.S.  federal  $10  gold  piece. 

2357  (1844-46)  Rulau-NY222.  Doremus  8c  Nixon.  New  York.  VF-20.  Rar- 
ity-4.  Copper.  Light  brown. 

2358  (1844-46)  Rulau-NY222.  Doremus  &  Nixon.  New  York.  MS-60. 
Rarity-4.  Brass.  Golden  surfaces. 

2359  (1844-46)  Rulau-NY223.  Doremus  8c  Nixon.  New  York.  AU-50. 
Rarity-4.  Brass.  Light  toning. 

2360  (1850-1853)  Miller-NY224.  AU-58.  (1850-1853)  Doremus  &  Nixon. 
Miller-NY224.  AU-58.  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Mostly  golden  brown 
with  traces  of  mint  red.  Doremus  and  Nixon  were  vendors  of  dry 
goods  and  upholstery  for  sailing  ships  and  steamers.  Their  loca¬ 
tion  was  at  21  Park  Place  in  New  York  City. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Tradition 

We’ve  been  supplying  choice,  rare,  and  desirable 
coins  to  collectors,  museums,  dealers,  and  others  ever 
since  Dave  Bowers  began  his  dealership  back  in  1953. 
Along  the  way  we  have  handled  our  share— and  more— 
of  the  world’s  great  collections  and  rarities.  Thousands 
of  properties  have  come  our  way,  and  we’ve  helped  tens 
of  thousands,  probably  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  col¬ 
lectors  enrich  their  holdings.  If  you  are  a  past  Bowers 
and  Merena  client,  we  look  forward  to  having  you 
participate  in  this  sale  as  well.  If  you  are  new  to  us, 
welcome,  and  use  this  auction  as  an  ideal  way  to  get 
started. 
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Patriotic  Civil  War  tokens 
From  the  Dr.  Larkin  Wilson  Collection 


This  is  the  third  consignment  of  Patriotic  Civil  War  Tokens 
from  the  Dr.  Larkin  M.  Wilson  Collection  following  memorial 
offerings  of  tokens  in  our  November  1995  New  York  City  sale 
and  the  March  1996  Baltimore  sale.  Again,  it  is  composed  of 
outstanding  specimens,  many  of  which  are  exceedingly  rare. 

As  evidenced  by  this  and  the  previous  consignments  from 
Dr.  Wilson,  condition  and  grade  of  each  token  was  paramount 
in  assembling  his  collection.  Most  all  are  spectacular  and  are  in 
gem  Mint  State  pieces,  truly  among  the  finest  of  their  kind. 
Copper-nickel  planchets  proved  to  be  an  exceptional  alloy  for 
the  die  sinkers  to  display  full-strikes  and  lustre.  About  half  of 
the  coins  in  the  present  offering  are  struck  in  copper-nickel, 
furnishing  yet  another  marvelous  opportunity  for  the  astute 
buyer.  Additionally,  several  Washington, Jackson,  and  McClellan 
pieces  are  offered  for  the  collector  with  political  interests. 

EMERGENCY  MONEY 

When  the  Civil  War  began  in  1861  the  Union  government 
issued  paper  money  for  the  first  time.  These  “greenbacks”  were 
viewed  as  “bad”  money  and  quickly  drove  the  “good  money”— 
gold  and  silver— out  of  circulation.  The  Confederate  States 
were  strongly  united  behind  their  government  and  military 
leaders,  but  in  the  North  during  the  first  two  years  the  citizens 
lost  confidence  in  the  Union  government.  They  reflected  this 
lack  of  faith  by  hoarding  copper-nickel  cents  as  well  as  gold  and 
silver.  The  cost  of  the  war  was  high,  and  Lincoln  could  either 
impose  heavy  taxation  which  might  prompt  more  Northerners 
to  become  Copper-heads  or  Southern  sympathizers,  or  he 
could  issue  paper  “greenbacks.”  The  greenbacks  were  only 
backed  by  the  reputation  and  security  of  the  North. 

By  late  July,  1862,  most  U.S.  coins  were  out  of  circulation. 
Merchants  could  not  transact  daily  business.  Numerous  forms 
of  emergency  money,  the  variety  and  ingenuity  of  which  have 
never  been  equaled,  were  quickly  created  and  circulated.  First 
came  postage  stamps,  then  cardboard  money,  fractional  cur¬ 
rency  issued  by  the  U.S.  government,  and  certain  merchants 
also  issued  paper  notes,  but  none  of  these  were  well  accepted. 

The  minting  of  small  U.S.  Flying  Eagle  cents  in  1857  eventu¬ 
ally  led  to  the  acceptance  of  small-size  planchets  containing 
only  a  fraction  of  a  cent  worth  of  copper.  As  might  be  expected, 
the  small  copper  (actually,  most  were  probably  in  an  alloy  of 
copper  such  as  bronze)  tokens  produced  by  private  die  sinkers 
during  the  Civil  War  became  the  most  popular  realistic  form  of 
emergency  currency.  These  tokens  provided  convenience,  but 
also  profited  the  merchants  since  they  not  only  circulated  the 
merchant’s  name  and  address,  but  also  could  be  purchased  by 
the  issuer  for  a  fraction  of  the  value  they  passed  for  and  thereby 
added  to  profits. 


The  very  limited  metallic  issues  of  the  Confederacy  are  an 
important  reminder  of  the  fiscal  confusion  and  chaos  that 
existed  in  the  South.  One  can  assume  that  the  virtual  lack  of 
tokens  issued  in  the  Confederate  States  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
all  established  private  minters  were  located  in  the  North. 

These  Civil  War  tokens,  many  of  which  were  an  imitation  of 
the  government  Indian  cents,  first  circulated  in  Cincinnati  late 
in  1862,  by  which  time  that  city  had  become  an  important 
center  for  die  sinking  (see  related  note  under  Lot  2329  of  the 
present  sale).  In  the  spring  of  1863  New  York  followed  this 
example,  and  the  first  ones  made  in  quantity  were  Lindenmueller 
tokens,  of  which  a  million  pieces  were  struck.  William  H. 
Bridgens,  the  die  cutter,  then  issued  the  Knickerbocker  cur¬ 
rency,  which  consisted  of  numerous  varieties.  It  is  estimated 
that  by  the  end  of  1863  not  less  than  25,000,000  private  tokens 
were  in  general  circulation  including  some  1 1,000  varieties. 

There  is  evidence  to  indicate  that  a  small  number  of  Civil  War 
tokens  were  issued  for  private  collectors  such  as  Edward  Groh 
andJ.N.T.  Levick,  but  the  great  majority  circulated'fcxtensively. 
Though  they  were  accepted  as  a  means  of  exchange  for  value— 
which  usually  was  one  cent— and  were  the  source  of  great 
convenience,  they  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  federal 
authorities.  It  is  said  that  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad  of  New 
York  requested  Lindenmueller  to  redeem  a  large  number  of 
his  tokens  which  they  had  accepted  in  the  course  of  business. 
He  laughingly  refused  to  do  so.  The  government  put  a  stop  to 
their  issue  by  the  passage  of  an  Act  of  Congress  in  1864 
forbidding  private  individuals  to  issue  any  form  of  money  (in 
a  related  series,  small  denomination  California  gold  coins,  this 
particular  piece  of  legislation  is  widely  cited  by  numismatists 
today  as  marking  the  end  of  the  early  range.) 

Two  general  types  of  Civil  War  tokens  were  issued:  patriotic 
tokens  and  tradesmen’s  cards.  The  patriotic  series  which  is 
represented  in  this  section  was  mainly  issued  in  and  around 
New  York  and  had  patriotic  slogans  on  the  coins  but  bore  no 
merchants’  advertisements.  Many  of  the  specimens  were,  in 
general,  an  imitation  of  the  currently  popular  Indian  cent. 

EARLY  COLLECTORS 

Although  copper  was  the  main  token  fabric,  brass  was  used 
for  many  issues,  mainly  in  the  Albany  and  Troy,  New  York 
areas.  As  the  Civil  War  token  was  not  of  an  official  nature, 
various  numismatists  caused  to  be  made  varieties  of  these 
tokens  in  metals  other  than  copper.  It  cannot  be  assumed  that 
these  off-metal  pieces  were  restruck  later.  Many  issues  are 
known  in  early  die  states  in  the  various  off-metals,  obviously 
struck  before  the  copper  specimens  for  circulation.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  it  seems  likely  that  a  few  private  collectors  contracted  to 
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have  off-metals  struck  at  the  very  beginning  of  an  issue.  Also, 
in  many  cases  the  tokens  struck  for  collectors  are  struck  over 
other  coins,  either  other  Civil  War  tokens  or  in  some  cases  over 
copper-nickel  cents  dated  from  1 857  to  1 863  and  rarities  struck 
over  U.S.  dimes  were  occasionally  produced.  These  specially 
struck  off-metal  specimens  are  eagerly  sought  after  by  collec¬ 
tors  as  the  quantities  produced  are  very  few.  The  present 
offering  consists  of  many  gold-plated  specimens,  one  over  a 
copper-nickel  cent,  and  a  spectacular  specimen  struck  over  a 
U.S.  dime. 

In  the  sale  of  theJ.N.T.  Levick  Collection  in  1884,  W.  Elliot 
Woodward  catalogued  the  offering  and  wrote  the  following: 

The  currency  of  the  rebellion,  which  for  a  time  was  almost  the  only 
circulating  medium  for  retail  transactions,  was  a  necessity  incident  to 
the  times.  These  trifling  pieces  few  persons  at  the  time  thought  it 
worthwhile  to  collect  and  preserve.  But  a  few  collectors  foresaw  that 
their  use  was  but  temporary,  and  that  the  formation  of  a  collection 
having  any  degree  of  completeness  must  be  attended  to  at  the  time. 
Among  these  persons,  Mr.  Levick  was  especially  prominent,  and 
commencing  early,  he  made  it  his  business  to  obtain  from  each  section 
of  the  country,  in  many  cases  from  the  die  sinkers  themselves,  the  finest 
specimens  that  covild  be  procured  and  all  their  variety  metals. 

Various  die  sinkers  are  represented  in  the  Civil  War  Token 
series,  some  having  left  their  engraver’s  initial  on  the  die.  The 
Fuld  catalog  lists  32  known  die  sinkers.  It  is  known  that  there 
was  a  common  practice  of  using  one  die  sinker’s  dies  in  the 
shops  of  other  die  sinkers.  The  Patriotic  Series  includes  the 
intermuling  of  the  dies  of  different  engravers. 

The  famous  Hetrich  and  Guttag  catalog.  Civil  War  Tokens 
and  Tradesmen’s  Cards,  was  published  in  1924  and  listed  over 
6,000  pieces.  Since  this  publication,  various  additional  speci¬ 
mens  have  been  listed,  the  major  compilation  being  published 
by  Joseph  Barnet  in  The  Numismatist  during  1943  and  1944  as 
well  as  Stack’s  Numismatic  Review  of  1944.  Little  additional 
information  was  published  until  the  monumental  works  of 
George  and  Melvin  Fuld  in  their  publications  Patriotic  Civil 
War  Tokens  and  U.S.  Civil  W ar Storecards .  These  catalogues  have 
served  as  a  two-volume  bible  for  Civil  War  token  collectors  over 
the  past  35  years.  The  Civil  War  Token  Society  has  recently 
published  a  listing  update— with  photographs— of  the  Patriotic 
Civil  War  Tokens  catalogue.  The  Civil  War  Token  Society  has 
richly  enhanced  the  interest  of  collectors  in  the  field  of  numis¬ 
matic  Americana.  It  produces  a  quarterlyjournal  with  mail  bid 
auctions  and  interesting  articles  related  to  Civil  War  currency. 
It  has  a  very  active  verification  service— of  which  Dr.  Larkin  M. 
Wilson  has  played  an  important  part— which  has  examined 
hundreds  of  specimens  for  attribution  and  research.  New 
listings  are  kept  updated  on  an  annual  basis. 

Advanced  collectors  of  numismatic  Americana  will  find  this 
section  of  the  present  sale  most  exciting. 


2361  Fuld  1-436.  Copper-nickel.  MS-63  with  bold  full  strike.  Slightly  off- 
center.  Rarity-7.  By  Sigel. 

Obverse  is  Liberty  turban  head  reminiscent  of  the  Capped  Bust  on  the  very  early  U.S 
gold  coinage,  but  possibly  even  more  similar  to  Robert  Lovett's  store  card  of  I860  (used 
on  his  Confederate  States  of  America  pattern  cent  of  1861  and  also  on  numerous  Civil 
War  tokens).  UNITED  COUNTRY  reverse,  a  popular  slogan  with  the  Union. 

2362  Fuld  5-288.  Brass.  Brilliant,  spotless  MS-60  with  the  appearance  of 
gold-gilt.  This  piece  was  tested  by  x-ray  microprobe  technique  and 
found  to  be  brass  and  not  gold-plated.  It  has  been  used  as  a  CWTS 
Verification  Service  comparison  specimen.  Rarity-3.  Unknown  die 
sinker. 

Another  Liberty  turban  head  configuration  on  the  obverse  and  very  interesting  GOD 
PROTECT  THE  UNION  in  a  wreath  reverse. 


2363  Fuld  18-304.  Copper.  MS-60  with  some  weakness  on  reverse.  Rar¬ 
ity-9.  By  Leichtweis. 

Die  number  18  is  signed  by  L.  Leichtweis.  The  turban  on  Miss  Liberty  is  the  tallest  of 
the  entire  turban  head  series.  Reverse  die  304  is  only  found  with  this  combination  and  is 
very  underrated.  Rarity  9  copper  Civil  War  tokens  are  difficult  to  obtain. 

Ex:  Virgil  Brand. 


2364  Fuld  23-306.  White  metal.  MS-63  with  full  strike.  Rarity-9.  By 

Glaubrecht. 

This  is  the  only  Civil  War  token  die  combination  with  die  306  ARMY  &  NAVY. 


2365  Fuld  42-336.  Copper-nickel.  Full  MS-64  with  suggestion  of  proof¬ 
like  surfaces.  No  spots.  Small  die  cud  at  1:00.  Rarity-8.  By  Horter. 

There  is  evidence  of  fine  planchet  striations  characteristic  of  copper-nickel  planchets. 
It  is  felt  that  most,  if  not  all,  copper-nickel  Civil  War  tokens  were  filed-down  U.S.  cents 

Ex:  Roy  Harte  Collection. 


2366  Fuld  42-336.  White  metal.  Brilliant,  sparkling  MS-64,  with  perfect 
dies  and  without  die  wear.  Fully  struck  wreath  and  stars  Raritv-8. 
By  Horter. 

This  white  metal  specimen  as  well  as  many  of  the  copper-nickel  tokens  in  this  consign 
ment  bears  evidence  that  off-metal  specimens  were  struck  prior  to  the  copper  and  biass 
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planchets  issued  for  circulation.  There  is  no  evidence  of  wear  on  the  die  surfaces  of  this 
planchet  and  copper  specimens  for  circulation  with  this  combination  are  known  to  show 
die  breaks. 

Ex:  Roy  Harte  Collection. 

2367  Fuld  45-332.  Copper-nickel.  MS-63.  Rarity-7.  By  Horter. 

Die  45  is  the  Capped  Liberty  head  similar  to  that  used  on  early  U.S.  gold.  The  reverse 
OUR  ARMY  with  two  stars  in  a  wreath. 

Ex:  Fuld  '72;  Ex:  Presidential  '79. 


2368  Fuld  47-332.  Copper-nickel.  MS-64.  Rarity-8.  By  Horter.  Again, 
evidence  of  fine  planchet  striations  characteristic  of  copper-nickel. 
Small  die  break  obverse  with  hints  of  prooflike  fields.  Slight  rim 
defect  at  2:00. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2372  Fuld  54-342.  Gold  plated.  MS-64,  with  flawless  gold  surfaces.  (Spe¬ 
cific  gravity  8.86.)  By  Horter.  Previously  unlisted.  An  offering  of 
extreme  importance. 

This  specimen  was  tested  by  microprobe  x-ray  technique  and  found  to  have  full  gold- 
plated  surfaces.  It  served  early  on  as  a  comparison  specimen  for  the  CTWS  Verification 
Service.  Indian  princess  obverse  with  the  UNION  FOREVER  shield,  1864.  A  magnificent 
specimen  and  similar  to  the  gold-plated  Civil  War  token  in  our  March  1996  sale  which 
brought  $880  (Lot  3514). 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2369  Fuld  51-342A.  White  metal.  MS-63.  Rarity-9.  By  Horter.  An  obvi¬ 
ous  trial  strike  with  white  metal  flan,  and  is  cut  round  neatly  with 
shears.  Rare. 

The  obverse  is  an  Indian  princess  resembling  the  obverse  of  the  Type  III  U.S.  gold 
dollars  and  the  $3  denomination.  Reverse  is  UNION  FOREVER  with  shield,  1864. 


2370  Fuld  53-336.  White  metal.  Lustrous  MS-64,  with  slightly  larger 
planchet.  Rarity-7.  By  Horter. 

The  obverse  Indian  princess  with  reverse  OUR  NAVY.  This  is  the  only  Civil  War  token 
combination  with  die  53. 


2371  Fuld  54-296.  copper-nickel.  MS-63,  with  lustre  and  a  somewhat 
weak  reverse.  Rarity-8.  By  Horter. 

Obverse  Indian  princess  with  ARMY  &  NAVY  and  crossed  swords  in  wreath  reverse. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2373  Fuld  54-430.  Copper-nickel  over  U.S.  cent.  Lustrous  MS-63,  with 
clear  understruck  1863  U.S.  cent.  Rarity-8.  By  Horter. 

Indian  princess  obverse  with  popular  PENNY  SAVED  PENNY  EARNED  reverse.  Rare 
overstrike. 

Ex:  Jon  Harris. 


2374  Fuld  56-229.  Copper-nickel.  MS-64,  with  slightly  off-center  ob¬ 
verse  strike.  Rarity-9.  By  Sigel. 

Indian  princess  obverse  with  shield  and  OUR  COUNTRY  reverse. 

2375  Fuld  76-523.  Copper.  Clean,  light  brown  F-12.  Rarity-4.  By 
Stanton. 

This  is  the  only  Patriotic  token  with  die  523  reverse  GRINDSTONE,  FLAGGING. 
BUILDING  STONES.  Obverse  die  76.  Indian  head  is  almost  a  direct  copy  of  the  U.S. 
copper-nickel  cents  of  1859-64.  A  popular  and  underrated  circulated  token. 


2376  Fuld  91-435.  Copper-nickel.  MS-63,  with  prooflike  reverse  fields. 
Rarity-8.  By  Sigel. 

Indian  head  obverse  with  reverse  UNITED  WE  STAND  DIVIDED  WE  FALL  centered 
with  fasces. 
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Token  Struck  Over  U.S.  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2377  Fuld  97-389.  Silver  over  U.S.  dime.  MS-63,  with  light  toning.  Full 
strike  over  clear  understruck  1858  Liberty  Seated  dime.  Rarity-8. 

By  Sigel. 

Obverse  die  97  MILLIONS  FOR  CONTRACTORS  with  Indian  head.  Reverse  die  389 
NOT  ONE  CENT  FOR  THE  WIDOWS.  An  exceptional  opportunity  for  the  advanced 
collector.  Equal  in  condition  to  the  overstruck  dime  in  our  March  1996  Baltimore  sale 
that  commanded  $1,980  in  a  spirited  bidding  contest. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2378  Fuld  100-341.  Copper.  MS-60,  with  early  toning  reverse.  Rarity-8. 
By  Horter. 

This  is  the  only  Civil  War  token  combination  with  die  100,  Indian  head  with  UNITED 
WE  STAND.  Die  100  is  on  George  Fuld’s  "Rare  Die  List.”  Reverse  UNION  FOREVER 
with  a  shield. 


2379  Fuld  105-199.  Copper-nickel.  MS-63,  with  full  strike.  Rarity-9.  By 

Sigel. 

Popular  Washington  head  in  a  five-pointed  star  design  which  some  have  said  might 
refer  to  the  North  Star— a  popular  icon  in  the  anti-slavery  movement.  Signed  E.  SIGEL/ 
177WILLI  crudely  done.  Reverse  UNITED  STATES  MEDAL  with  shield,  eagle  and  rib- 
bons. 


2380  Fuld  105-436.  Copper-nickel.  MS-60,  with  reverse  toning.  Rarity- 
9.  By  Sigel. 

Another  political  Washington  obverse  die  105  with  reverse  UNITED  COUNTRY.  Un¬ 
listed  in  copper-nickel  until  the  latest  catalogue  revision. 

Ex:  Roy  Harte  Collection. 


2381  Fuld  105-436.  German  silver.  MS-64,  with  typical  weak  German 
Silver  strike.  Rarity-9.  By  Sigel. 

Ex  Roy  Harte  Collection. 


( photo  enlarged,  to  twice  actual  size ) 

2382  Fuld  115A-530.  Lead  (copper-plated).  EF40.  Rarity-8.  Die  sinker 
unknown  but  probably  R.  Lovett,  Jr.  This  token  previously  un¬ 
listed. 

Martha  Washington  companion  with  Coiled  Snake  die  530.  Die  1 15A  listed  in  Medalhc 
Portraits  of  Washington  by  Fuld.  An  unusual  piece  and  a  mate  to  115-530,  Lead  (copper- 
plated),  with  George  Washington  bust  obverse.  Doubdess,  any  herpetologist  among  our 
readers  will  find  the  positioning  of  the  rattlesnake  to  be  quite  curious,  more  in  the  form 
of  a  pretzel  than  what  normally  might  be  seen  in  the  wild.  Generally,  ratdesnakes  rest  in 
a  single  coil,  so  positioned  that  the  coil  can  be  used  as  a  base  for  the  head  to  instantly 
strike  at  intended  prey  or  a  foe.  As  configured  on  the  present  token  die,  the  snake  could 
do  very  little  in  this  regard. 


2383  Fuld  119-199.  White  metal.  Brilliant  MS-60  on  a  larger  flan  with 
10%  off-center  strike.  Rarity-9.  By  Sigel. 

Obverse  Washington  bust  encircled  by  stars  and  wreath.  Reverse  UNITED  STATES 
MEDAL  with  spread  eagle.  Reverse  design  somewhat  reminiscent  of  1792  eagle-on-globe 
U.S.  pattern  coinage.  A  must  for  Civil  War  as  well  as  political  collectors. 


2384  Fuld  120-434.  Copper-nickel.  MS-63.  Rarity-7.  By  Bridgens. 

Obverse  Washington  bust  with  THE  WASHINGTON  TOKEN  1863  legend  Reverse  is 
UNITED  STATES  COPPER  over  spread  eagle.  Another  desirable  Washington  piece. 


2385  Fuld  135-440.  Copper-nickel.  MS-60  with  lustre.  Rarity-9.  By  Sigel. 

Obverse  Jackson  bust  with  FOR  OUR  COUNTRY  A  COMMON  CAUSE  legend  Re 
verse  NOW'  AND  FOR  EVER.  Fine  planchet  stnations  typical  of  copper-nickel  planchet 

Ex  Connecticut  Historical  Society  Collection,  1983. 
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Burnside,  whose  image  appears  on  Fuld  die  146,  was  a  poor  military  leader  and  is  re¬ 
membered  for  losing  the  Battle  of  Fredericksburg  ( 1862)  to  Confederate  General  Robert 
E.  Lee.  Not  withstanding  this,  he  was  a  successful  politician  after  the  war  and  became 
governor  of  Rhode  Island  and  later  a  U.S.  senator. 

A  similar  piece  is  offered  earlier  in  the  catalogue  under  Lot  2247.  By  using  our  One 
Lot  Only  option  (described  under  our  Terms  of  Sale)  the  intending  bidder  can  compete 
for  both  pieces  and  be  sure  of  winning  no  more  than  one. 


2386  Fuld  138-434.  Copper-nickel.  MS-60,  with  much  lustre.  Rarity-9. 
By  Bridgens. 

The  obverse  bust  is  circled  by  GENERAL  G.B.  MCCLELLAN.  Reverse  UNITED 
STATES  COPPER  over  spread  eagle. 

2387  Fuld  141-307.  Brass.  Toned  MS-60.  Rarity-8.  By  Waterbury  Button 
Company. 

Obverse  GEO.  E.  MCCLELLAN  1863  with  bust  and  ARMY  &c  NAVY  reverse. 

Ex  Connecticut  Historical  Society  Collection,  1983. 


2388  Fuld  142-347.  Gold  plated  (white  metal).  Very  attractive  brilliant 
MS-62,  with  minor  rim  defect  at  7:00.  Minor  breaks  in  plating. 
Unholed.  Rarity-9.  By  William  Key. 

Die  142  signed  by  “K  with  MAJ.  GEN.  GEO.  B.  MCCLELLAN  USA  legend.  Reverse 
347  shield  die  only  found  on  high-rarity  Civil  War  tokens.  Unusual  when  not  holed.  Spe¬ 
cific  gravity  7.66  indicating  white  metal  planchet  which  has  been  gold-plated.  Unlisted 
until  recently.  An  exciting  political  Civil  War  token.  William  Key  did  work  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  from  time  to  time. 


2389  Fuld  143-261.  White  metal.  MS-63,  with  original  early  toning.  Rar¬ 
ity-9.  By  Sigel.  This  piece  has  appearance  of  tin  plating  which 
would  be  very  rare  in  the  Patriotic  Series.  Specific  gravity  of  7.3 
documents  it  to  be  white  metal  with  unusual  beautiful  blue-gray 
evenly-toned  surfaces. 

Another  McClellan  obverse  with  interesting  legend  THIS  MEDAL  OF  G.B. 
MCCLELLAN  /  PRICE.  How  this  legend  came  to  be  will  never  be  known,  but  possibly 
the  die  cutter  scrupulously  followed  some  written  instructions  which  were  not  those  in¬ 
tended  for  the  legend.  Reverse  identical  to  reverse  of  U.S.  cents  of  the  Civil  War  era  and 
is  very  desirable.  Most  reverse  motifs  are  evasions  of  one  sort  or  another;  this  piece 
comes  particularly  close  to  the  government  product. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

2390  Fuld  146-472.  Copper-nickel.  MS-63,  with  early  toning.  Rarity-9. 
By  Rhode  Island  sinker.  An  extremely  rare  muling  of  the  reverse 
of  a  Hard  Times  token,  Low  1 16,  of  Boston  (Maverick  Coaches) 
with  a  Rhode  Island  die  of  Burnside. 

Obverse  with  head  of  Col.  Ambrose  Burnside,  who  was  to  become  commander  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  after  Lincoln  relieved  George  McClellan  in  November  of  1862. 


2391  Fuld  160-218.  Copper-nickel.  MS-64,  with  full  Amazon  breast. 
Rarity-9.  By  Marr. 

Beautiful  LIBERTY  FOR  ALL  with  spread  eagle  1864.  Obverse  muled  with  the  popu¬ 
lar  1863  Amazon  die.  John  Marr’s  shop  was  at  8  Wisconsin  Street,  Milwaukee,  where  he 
conducted  a  partnership  with  Peter  L.  Mossin. 

Ex  Virgil  Brand. 

2392  Fuld  166-432.  Copper.  MS-63.  Rarity-6.  By  Higgins. 

Obverse  eagle  with  UNION  shield  and  flags  in  a  wreath.  Popular  reverse  NO  COM¬ 
PROMISE  W'lTH  TRAITORS  and  crossed  cannons  with  second  T  in  TRAITORS  over 
previous  erroneous  O.  Very  underrated  rarity  as  this  is  the  only  token  on  which  die  166 
appears. 


2393  Fuld  167435.  Copper-nickel.  MS-64,  with  full  lustre.  Rarity-8.  By 

Sigel. 

Obverse  UNION  over  shield  flanked  by  eagles  and  supported  by  ribbon.  UNITED  WE 
STAND  DIVIDED  WE  FALL  and  fasces  reverse. 

Ex  Roy  Harte  Collection. 


2394  Fuld  178-266.  Copper-nickel.  MS-63,  with  early  original  toning. 
Rarity-8.  By  Horter. 

Evidence  of  fine  planchet  striations  typical  of  copper-nickel  planchets.  The  only  Civil 
War  token  combination  with  OUR  UNION  die  266.  The  obverse  depicts  Jackson  on  rear¬ 
ing  horse  with  THE  FEDERAL  UNION  IT  MUST  BE  PRESERVED  1863. 

Ex  Roy  Harte  Collection. 


2395  Fuld  180430.  Copper-nickel.  Lustrous  MS-63.  Rarity-9.  By  Sigel. 

General  Franz  Sigel  is  depicted  on  die  180.  He  was  a  European-trained  strategist  born 
November  18,  1824,  in  Sinsheim,  Baden.  After  being  expelled  by  his  government,  he 
immigrated  to  New  York  City.  Later  as  a  teacher  at  the  St.  Louis  Military  Institute,  he 
organized  the  3rd  Missouri  Infantry  for  the  Union.  Sigel’s  troops  came  into  battle  and 
routed  Confederates  and  this  Battle  of  Pea  Ridge  was  a  decisive  factor  in  keeping  Mis¬ 
souri  in  the  Union.  It  was,  up  to  that  time,  the  most  important  victory  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi.  The  die  is  signed  by  Emil  Sigel,  a  prolific  New  York  die  sinker,  who  was  of  no 
known  kin  to  the  general.  Reverse  430  is  the  popular  PENNY  SAVED  PENNY  EARNED 
die. 
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2396  Fuld  188-435.  Copper-nickel.  MS-63,  with  full  lustre.  Rarity-8.  By 

Sigel  (Horter). 

Designed  by  Emil  Sigel,  dies  cut  by  C.D.  Horter  and  signed  C.D.H.  A  perfect  example 
of  the  popular  beehive  (obverse)  and  fasces  (reverse)  dies.  A  striking  specimen.  The  ob¬ 
verse  motif  may  have  been  inspired  by  the  1838-dated  token  now  listed  as  Rulau  HT-83 
and  83A. 

From  time  to  time  it  has  been  suggested  that  these  are  related  to  the  Mormon  religion, 
as  Mormon  $5  coinage  of  1860  displays  a  similar  motif.  However,  there  is  no  particular 
reason  to  attribute  any  such  relationship. 

Ex  Connecticut  Historical  Society  Collection. 


2397  Fuld  202-434.  Brass.  MS-64,  with  small  area  of  extra  rim  metal  at 
1:00.  Rarity-8.  By  Bridgens. 

Obverse  TRADESMENS  CURRENCY  with  shield  containing  GOOD  FOR  ONE 
CENT.  Reverse  UNITED  STATES  COPPER  with  spread  eagle. 


2398  Fuld  212-415.  Copper.  MS-64,  red  and  brown,  with  weak  central 
reverse  strike.  Rarity-2.  By  Waterbury  Button  Company. 

This  is  the  Fuld  plate  coin  as  pictured  in  the  3rd  Edition  of  Patriotic  Civil  War  Tokens.  It 
is  the  only  Civil  War  token  combination  with  THE  FLAG  OF  OUR  UNION  1863  die  212. 
Reverse  415  is  one  of  the  DIX,  SHOOT  HIM  ON  THE  SPOT  dies.  John  Adams  Dix  was 
born  in  Boscawen,  New  Hampshire,  July  24,  1794.  He  entered  the  U.S.  Army  as  a  cadet 
in  1812  and  continued  his  Army  career,  achieving  captain  in  1825.  After  16  years  he  left 
the  military  in  1828.  In  1861  he  was  called  to  the  post  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by 
President  James  Buchanan.  It  was  during  the  early  part  of  his  job  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  the  famous  statement  concerning  hauling  down  the  American  flag  was 
made.  It  made  a  profound  impression  on  the  country  and  “fell  like  a  live  coal  on  a  mass 
of  material  ready  to  ignite.”  Mr.  Dix  wrote  of  this  account  on  two  occasions.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  the  last  paragraph  to  Mrs.  Blodgett:  Treasury  Department,  January  29,  1861:  “Tell 
Lieutenant  Caldwell  to  arrest  Captain  Breshwood,  assuming  command  of  the  Cutter, 
and  obey  the  order  I  gave  through  you.  If  Captain  Breshwood,  after  arrest,  undertakes  to 
interfere  with  the  command  of  the  Cutter,  tell  Lieutenant  Caldwell  to  consider  him  a 
mutineer  and  treat  him  accordingly.  If  anyone  attempts  to  haul  down  the  American  flag, 
shoot  him  on  the  spot.  John  A.  Dix,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Ex  George  Fuld. 


2399  Fuld  241-336.  Copper-nickel.  MS-64,  with  full  lustre.  Rarity-8.  By 

Horter. 

The  obverse  depicts  the  Monitor  battleship.  When  the  North  learned  of  the 
Confederacy’s  plan  to  build  the  C.S.S.  Virginia  from  the  raised  hull  of  the  Merrimack, 
they  engaged  John  Ericsson  to  build  the  ironclad  U.S.S.  Monitor.  The  Monitor  was 
launched  January  30,  1862  from  New  York  and  sent  down  the  coast  to  Hampton  Roads, 
Virginia,  to  counteract  the  C.S.S.  Virginia  which  had  defeated  two  Union  war  ships,  the 
Cumberland  and  Congress  on  March  2,  1862.  The  famous  battle  between  the  Monitor  and 
the  Merrimack  was  fought  to  a  draw  March  9,  1862.  The  battle  revolutionized  naval  war¬ 
fare  by  ending  the  era  of  wooden  fighting  ships. 

In  December  1862  the  Monitor  sank  in  a  storm  with  the  loss  of  16  crewmen.  In  1973, 
the  Duke  University  marine  lab  found  the  ironclad  Monitor  resting  upside  down  on  the 


ocean  floor  15  miles  south  of  the  Cape  Hatteras  lighthouse.  Existing  methods  of  refloat 
ing  ships  cannot  be  used  to  raise  this  historic  vessel  Reverse  die  336  OUR  NAVY  re 
minds  us  that  all  the  battles  of  the  Civil  War  were  not  fought  on  land.  A  beautiful  speci¬ 
men. 

Ex  Roy  Harte  Collection. 


2400  Fuld  248-432.  Copper-nickel.  MS-64,  with  much  lustre.  Rarity-9. 
By  Burr. 

Obverse  O.K.  in  a  link  chain.  According  to  some  etymologists,  O.K.  was  originally  an 
abbreviation  for  “OLL  KORECT,"  derived  from  “all  correct."  In  the  U.S.  presidential 
campaign  of  1840  Martin  Van  Buren  carried  the  nickname  “Old  Kinderhook"  and  was 
abbreviated  O.K.  This  became  a  Democratic  catchword.  This  popularized  the  synonym 
meaning  all  right.  Political  tokens  used  during  the  1840  campaign  bear  this  term.  After 
Van  Buren's  defeat  in  1840,  O.K.  reappeared  in  1864  as  the  legend  on  the  reverse  of  sev¬ 
eral  Lincoln  political  Civil  War  tokens.  The  message  was  that  Lincoln  was  all  right  for  the 
Union. 


Reverse  432  NO  COMPROMISE  WITH  TRAITORS  and  the  crossed  cannons  with 
wreath  motif. 


Ex  Presidential,  1985. 


2401  Fuld  252^432.  Brass.  MS-64,  bright  brass  with  prooflike  reverse. 
Rarity-9.  By  Burr. 

Obverse  Masonic  emblem.  Free  Masonry  and  other  secret-ritual  orders  became  strong 
during  the  Civil  War.  Reverse  NO  COMPROMISE  WITH  TRAITORS  bearing  the  sec¬ 
ond  T  in  TRAITORS  over  the  previous  erroneous  O.  A  beautiful  specimen. 


2402  Fuld  299-350.  Copper-nickel.  MS-64.  Slight  planchet  clip  at  1 1:00. 
Rarity-8.  By  Horter. 

Evidence  of  fine  planchet  striations  under  glass  typical  of  copper-nickel.  Obverse 
ARMY  Sc  NAVY  in  wreath  with  crossed  swords  Reverse  is  one  of  the  popular  drum, 
flags,  and  crossed  cannons  dies. 

Ex  Roy  Harte  Collection. 


MISCELLANEOUS  TOKENS 

and  Medals 


2403  William  Henry  Harrison.  S.WHH-1840-7.  White  metal.  Plain  edge. 
AU-50.  Holed  for  suspension  (probably  as  made).  The  obverse  fea¬ 
tures  a  profile  portrait  of  Harrison.  Hie  reverse  depicts  the  Bun¬ 
ker  Hill  Monument. 
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2404  Copper  gaming  counter.  Plain  edge.  30mm.  EF-40.  Golden 
brown  toning.  Each  surface  depicts  nine  playing  cards  arrayed  in 
an  ornate  fashion,  with  the  Ace  of  Hearts  and  the  King  of  Hearts 
being  given  greatest  prominence.  Believed  to  have  been  made  by 
Hart  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  earliest  manufacturers  of  playing 
cards  in  the  United  States.  One  can  easily  envision  that  a  piece 
such  as  this  may  have  been  used  as  a  poker  chip. 

2405  Andrew  Jackson  commemorative  medal.  Copper.  Plain  edge. 
33mm.  AU-58.  The  obverse  portrays  a  uniformed  bust  of  Jackson 
facing  right.  The  reverse  consists  of  a  14-line  inscription  giving 
Jackson’s  birth  and  death  dates  as  well  as  his  military  and  political 
career  highlights.  The  obverse  is  partially  mint  red  with  blushes  of 
blue.  The  reverse  is  olive-tan. 

2406  William  Penn  Treaty  (1682)  historical  medal.  Copper.  Plain  edge. 
30mm.  AU-50.  Issued  as  part  of  Lovett’s  Series  #  1.  The  obverse 
depicts  William  Penn  with  a  group  of  European  settlers  and  Indi¬ 
ans;  some  are  standing  while  others  are  sitting  or  kneeling. 

Circa  1860  several  series  of  tokens  were  prepared  by  numismatists,  including  the 
present  Lovett  series,  Augustus  Sage’s  series,  and  others.  Typically  depicted  were  various 
scenes  from  American  history.  Such  medals  were  sold  in  sets  and,  apparently,  were  fairly 
plentiful  in  their  time,  but  by  today,  1996,  most  have  been  widely  scattered. 


2407  “1849”  California  token.  Brass.  Plain  edge.  38mm.  VF-30.  The 

obverse  features  a  U.S.  flag  surmounted  by  a  steam  ship  motif.  The 
reverse  depicts  a  perched  eagle,  with  CALIFORNIA  above  and 
TOKEN  below.  Some  scratches  are  noted  on  the  reverse. 

One  of  several  brass  pieces  related  to  California  and  probably  made  in  the  1850s  (the 
1849  date  referring  to  the  date  year  of  immigration).  Undoubtedly  used  as  a  poker  chip 
or  gaming  token. 


2408  1896  HK-734.  Proof-63.  1896  Anaconda  Mine  medal.  Copper. 
Plain  edge.  HK-734.  The  medal  depicts  buildings  and  tools  of  the 
famous  Anaconda  Mine  located  in  Butte,  Montana.  A  lovely  Proof. 
Almost  fully  red  with  some  blushes  and  splashes  of  violet. 

Although  this  piece  lists  for  just  a  nominal  value,  it  has  been  our  experience  that  ex¬ 
amples  on  the  numismatic  market  are  few  and  far  between.  The  present  coin  is  of  excep¬ 
tional  quality. 

Currency 


2409  Colonial  Currency.  New  Hampshire.  December  25,  1734.  Partial 
£0:10:0  Merchants’  Note  comprising  the  lower-left  quarter  only. 
The  design  shows  the  denomination,  pine  tree  vignette,  and  the 
motto  BENIFICIO  COMMERCE  Three  partial  signatures  can  be 
seen  on  the  face  and  one  partial  signature  on  verso.  Net  VG,  but 
actually  VF  with  some  scuffs  and  tape  repairs. 


2410  Colonial  Currency.  Pennsylvania.  Bank  of  North  America.  Au¬ 
gust  6,  1789.  £0:0:01.  Plate  letter:  I.  AU  to  New.  Crisp  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  Probably  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  the  variety,  and 
certainly  the  nicest  we  can  recall  seeing  in  recent  times.  A  prize  for 
the  advanced  collector. 

2411  Colonial  Currency.  Trio  of  early  New  England  notes:  ☆  Connecti¬ 
cut.  June  1776.  £0:0:09.  EF,  with  a  hole  and  a  missing  corner.  Slash 
cancelled  ☆  Rhode  Island.  May  1786.  £0:0:09.  Fine  to  VT  ☆  Rhode 
Island.  May  1786.  £0:20:0.  EF.  (Total:  3  pieces) 

2412  $1  F-37.  Silver  Certificate.  Series  of  1917.  Elliott-Burke.  Red  Seal. 
Choice  New.  Bright  and  attractive. 


End  of  sale 
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